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Libya's chemical arms plant

CAIRO. Apr 8:
sident Hosni Mubarak called

an Pre-

Sunday for an lan-Euro-
pean mission to visit Libya to
investigate a reported chemi-
cal wrnﬁnn plant under
construc A AFP,

"To avoid the use of vio-
lence, we will talk with the
Libyans,” Mubarak told a joint

ress conference with his

ench counlerpart Jacques
Chirac

"Pethaps we can agree that
an European party go with us
to see the place which is said
to be producing chemical
weapons,” he said.

¢ United States says Libya

is building the world's largest
chemical weapons plant at
Tarhuna. 65 kilometres (40
miles) southeast of Tripoli,
while Libya insists the site is

Per
use force w
prevent m;ﬁ-uon of
derground plant at Tarhuna
uyﬁg the US had several op-
tions “the first diplo-

deter-

macy and the
rence.

Arab League head Esmat Ab-

only a factory for irrigation del Meguid expressed his
Piﬁﬁ "sorrow” on Sun(ﬂ}' at Perry’s

ubarak said he asked US hints at military actions against
Defense Secretary Willlam  Libya
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Prison revolt ends in tina:

Rebellious inmates freed .17 hostages on Sunday. ending an 8-
day mutiny that had spread through the country's prisons, AP
reports from Buenos Aires.

"I have the great pleasure to announce that. almost as an
Raster gift. the situation in the prisons has been normalised,
said Roman Catholic Bishop Emilio Bianchi di Carcano, a
member of a negotiating team,

The hostages. including Criminal Court Judge Maria
Malere, her secretary and at least 12 guards, filed out of
Sjerra Chica Prison. 400 kilometres {250 miles) south of
Buenos Alres, to the applause of bystanders.

Fire bombs hurt 6 in West Bank:

Six Israelis were injured Sunday when two fire bombs were
thrown at their bus near the Palestinian village of Beit Omar,
emergency workers sald, AP rits from Beit Omar.

SHE ‘person suffered moderate burns, and the others
were s.’lig}lu  burned. the Magen David Adom ambulance ser-
vice said. Tﬁey were taken to hospitals in Jerusalem.

The army sealed off Bet Omar, and soldiers and police
searched the area. Palestinian and Israeli settler sources said.

SA violence claims 5 more: re peo-
ple were killed and four wounded when gunmen opened fire

on a memorial service at a house in South Africa's Zulu heart-
land, police said on Sunday. Reuter reports from Durfan.

Five or six atlackers burst into a e near G own in
Kwazulu-Natal province on Saturday night where the Ngidi
family were holding a memorial service for a dead relative,
spokesman Henry Budhram said.
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4 drug dealers killed in Brazil: ro..
drug dealers were Killed in a shootout with police in a Rio de
Janeiro shum, Brazilian newspapers reported on Sunday,

Reuter reports from Rio de Janeiro.

The Correfo Braziliense daily
slum. 4 died after about 20 bandits attacked a police patrol in
the early hqurs of Saturday.

One police officer was slightly injured. Correio added

Bus mishap kills 11 in C Java:

ple died and 45 others were injured in a four bus

least 11
pile-up in Waonosobo, Central Java. an official said yesterday,
AFP reports from Jakarta,

"[’Eg bus' brakes weren't working,” said Syamsyul Ma'rif,
a spokesman in Wonosobo regency.

Ma'rif said the accident
the inter city Jaya Indah bus lo

st control after its brakes

broke down and initiated a pile-up accident when it ran into a

parked bus which was letting off passengers.
5 miners die, 4 missing in China:

Five miners died and four others remain missing after three

coal shafts flooded 12 days ago and tr%[ppcd 57 people under-
ground, a mining official said yesterday, AFP reports from
Beijing. '

j Rescuers are continuing to search for the four miners,

but hopes are slim of finding them alive, said a spokesman

surnamed Xue from the Mining Bureau of southwestern
China’'s Guizhou province.

Avalanche Kills 8 in Ecuador: me

mountain climbers rnissing after an avalahche that killed
eight people and injured nine were feared dead, the Red
Cross said Sunday, reports from Quito.

The 20 climbers were caught in the avalanche Saturday,
about 130 feet {4 meters] from a wooden shelter on Co-
topaxi Volcano, 55 miles (90 kms) south of Quito, according
to Red Cross and radioc reports.

said in the Vila de Joao

aprencd Sunday mo when

- Fewer women to contest
Indian polls

NEW DELHI, Apr 8 : A small
percentage of women who
constitute half of Indian popu-

lation were nominated by dif-
ferent political parties to con-
test the forthcoming Lok
Sabha polls, reports BSS. -

The pro-Hindu Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) had fielded
woinen candidates for 22 seats
out of 464 it contemplates to
fight while the ruling Congress
has ;:éwf_-.n party tickets to 47
nut of 533 Congress candidates
contesting for the 11th Lok
Sabha polls.

Communist Party of India
(M} is contesting 77 seats for
which five are women while
Communist Party of India (CPI)
has nominated three women
from 44 candidates.’

The times of India, quoting
Vimalo Farooqui of the Na-
tional Federation of Indian
Women (NFIW] said, "in the
recent times, all political par-
ties have: been talking a lot
about empowerment of women
but when it comes to giving
tickets, very few give a chance

to women." She said all the po-
litical parties are equally guilty.
of ignoring women.

e N chief said, "in the
name of women, wives and
daughters of influential people
and even former dacoits are
being fielded while women
working in the field are being
ignored.”

Pleading strongly for right-
ful share of women, she said,
"all political parties should
start enrolling more women
and placing them in positions
of power in the pa struc-
tures first before sending them
to parliament.”

Number of aliens
up in HK

HONG KONG, Apr B: The
number of foreigners living in
Hong Kong continues to rise
despite the British colony's
impending return to Chinese
rule, according to immigration

department figures published
here today, reports .

International

Heavy combat operations to

GROZNY, Apr B: Russian
troops conducted Intensive
combal operalions Loday In
southeastern Chechnya in an
effort to drive rebels forces out
of two of their mountain

ﬂ:: 'iThE-T.nf' news

agency, quoting the federal
command, said the Russians
were attacking the villages of
Vedeno and Dargo. two impor-
tant bases for ters loyal to

separatist leader Dzhokhar
Dudayev.
There was no immediate

word on casualties.

In another development.
Gen. Stanislav Kondratiyev,
dcputry commander of the fed-
eral forces in Chechnya. de-
nied reports that Russian
forces had moved in on the vil-
lage of Shali.

Kondratiyev said a column
of Russian forces had driven
past Shali, a village located
about 25 kilometers southeast

of the Chechen capital Gr :
on its way to mug:crn Chacz
nya.

In Shali on Monday, Ruslan
Martagov, a spokesman for the
Russian-backed Chechen gov-
ernment, told ITAR-Tass resi-

dents of the village held a rally
to demand the :ﬁ:ell leave the

SEIH. like many Chechen
villages recently. faced the
choice of telling the rebels to
leave or facing a possible brutal
attack by Russian troops.

Hnn:iov said the situation
around Shall was quiet Mon-
day. with no shelling or bomb-
ing of the settlement. The
Echo Moskvy radio station said
the town had come under fire
from Russian troops Sunday
night

Russian troops claimed to
have cleared rebel forces from
the settlerment of Benoi-Ve-
deno. a village to the east of

Vedeno, ITAR -Tass said

Since Sunday, Russian
troops claimed they came un-

der rebel fire 11 times, and
five Interior Ministry troops

were wounded.
The latest fighting came

one week after President Boris
Yeltsin announced his ce
said

lan for Chechnya
ssian r would fire only

if attacked, The unilateral
cease-fire, however., has not
been observed and the Krem-
lin still seems far from an end
to t War.

ut 100 Russian ser-
vicemen already have been
killed in the past week of
fightin .-:.;m Russian NTV
Russian leaders say "
operations” such as bombard-
ments and localised clashes
will continue despite Yeltsin's
peace 1n1tuu'veﬁdﬂ

Yeitsin is u pressur

end the un lar war., which
began

e to .

6 months ago as

flush out Chechen rebels

an effort to end Chec ‘s
drive and since

more than 30,000, be-

fore the June 16 vial

elections in which he is

mnmm -

mmmm

ayev and other Chechen
leaders.

has
itively to the
Min

dent of the
blic of Tatarstan, in central
h named to medi-

ate the . TTAR-Tass re-
ported.
However, Vyacheslav

::khlﬂm. H:u:'i Minister of
tionalities, Dllhy!.'fl at-
titude towards talks was nega-
tive although some field com-
manders had their
readiness for t . ITAR-Tass

' It was unclear when talks
might begin .
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A Palestiman shouts slogans against the lsraeli closure as hundreds of Palestinian Chnris-
tians and Muslims hold a joint march through Gaza City on Easter Sunday to protest the
six-week-old Israeli closure of the Palestinian territories At the march, headed by leaders of
local Chnstian churches and Islamic cleries, demonstrators carried banners demanding
an end to the "punishment of the Palestinian nation”.

— AFP/UNB photo

Pyongyang blames Seoul for heightening tensions

SEOQOUL, Apr 8: South Ko-
rean President Kim Young-sam
told tcp military leaders today
that “reckless provocations’
from North Korea would not be
tolerated, a presidential spok-
esman said. reports Reuter

Seoul has been shaken by
North Korean incursions into a
sensitive border area in the
past three days in a dramatic
signal of Pyongyang's intention
to completely ignore a truce
agreement that ended the
1950-53 Korean War.

"President Kim instructed
that the military must be fully
prepared to immediately repel
any provocation.’ the spokes-
man said. adding that Presi-
dent Kim met Defence Minis-
ter Lee Yang-ho and military
chiefs this morning to discuss
countermeasures following

recent incursions at Panmun-
fom.

He did not give any details
of possible countermeasures.

North Korea on Sunday sent
about 180 soldiers into the
joint security area at Pan-
munjom, the only crossin
point in the Demilitarise
Zone (DMZ) dividing the Ko-
rean Peninsula. [t was the
third incursion in as many

A Defence Ministry spokes-
man said South Korea and the
United States were discussing
a possible deployment of US
Airborne Warning and Control
System [(AWACS] aircraft to
improve surveillance of North
Korean troop movements.

The US-led United Nations

Command has called North
Korean incursions in Pan-

ROK won't tolerate DPRK's
'reckless provocations': Kim

munjom a “gglﬂcanl viola-
tion” of the 1 armistice.

But a command spokesman
said there was no cause for
alarm as the situation else-
where along the border re-
mained normal.

Another report from Tokyo
says,. North Korea today broke
a nearly two-day silence over
heightened tension in the
Demilitarised Zone (DMZ] with
South Korea, the
crisis on Seoul and adding
"bellicose quarters of the
United States" to its list of
trouble-makers.

A commentary in the Com-
munist Party newspaper
Rodong Sinmun said South lI:F.l:a
rea faced an "irrevocable disas-
ter” if it ignored Pyongyang's
warning against making war
preparations to invade North

greeted with flower petals as they walk into Hanoi's presidential palace during a welcoming
ceremony yesterday. Kuchma arrived Sunday for a 24-hour official visit aimed at boosting

economical ties between Vietnam and the CIS republic.

— AFP/UNB photo

'HR situation in
India-held
Kashmir

d 101

MUZAFFARABAD, Pakistan-
controlled Kashmir, Apr 8: US
Senator Hank Brown Sunday
sald he was concerned about

the “deteriorating™ human
rights situation in indian-held

Kashmir and tension between

India and Pakistan over the
dﬁﬁmtt. officials said, reports

Ermrn. who held a 90-
multe meeting th:ﬂh Sardar
ul Qayyum, prime min-
ister of the lslamabad-adminis-
tered part of Kashmir, said the

United States believed In a

aceful settlement of the
ﬁﬂlﬂ'll‘i-ut.

Officials said the Republican
senator from Colorado ex-
pressed “"deep concern” over
alle human rights violations
in the Indian zone. adding it
was nol only a source of
tension between India and
Pakisian but also an "economic
burden” for New Delhi.

India has repeatedly ac-

cused Pakistan of arming and
training Muslim tists in
its part of the province, a

charge Islamabad has denied
saying it only provides diplo-

matic support to the Kash-
"ngi’u to self-determina-

miris’
ton.

Pakistan controls the
northern third of Xashmir
while India administers the
southern part of the state. The
two countries have fought two
wars over the province.

Qayyum called on the US
Congress to send a fact finding
mission to Kashmir.

Weather a key
concern, says Li

BEIJING, Af:r 8: Concerned
with the chal :nﬁc of feeding
China's 1.2 billion people,
Premier Li Peng “F he oiten
is preoccupied with watching
weather [orecasts, re AP,

iInterviewed by the French
television network Antenne 2,
Li said his main motivation was
to work "on behalf of the peo-

le.”

Since Chind has only 7 per
cent of all the world's arable
land to nourish one-fifth of its

pulation, the grain harvest

as a major influence on our
politics.” Li said.

"So, when it is dry, | watch
the evening news to see if it
will rain the next day. That is
my primary preoccupation.”

CPI (M) may join
future coalition
govt : Jyoti Basu

NEW DELHI, Apr 8 : Indian
Communists could for the first
time join a possible coalition
government after general elec-
tions in April-May, a veteran
Marxist said today, reports
AFP.

The Press Trust of India

uoted Jyoti Basu, a leader of

&e Communist Party of India
(Marxist), as saying his y
may join a coalition if "the
Third nt” made of centrists
and leftists won the polls.

A simnFanw?a aﬂacmu‘;h;q
the CPI (M t have oin”
the new government, Basu told
reporters in Agartala, capital of
the north-eastern state of
Tripura.

asu, the most prominent
Indian Communist, is the Chief
Minister of the eastern state of
West . He has held that
office since June 1977.

It is the first time Indian
communists have said they will
oin a government in New

lhi in the event of a split
verdict.
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Artist's impression on Sunday of the European Space

Ship with arms intercepted
Tranian plan to attack
L]

Jewish targets uncovered'

JERUSALEM. Apr 8: An  and its Arab
lranian ship with so- Peres bitterly attacked “four
.phisticated arms and explo- Eur countries” that he
sives and intended to attack  Sald have extended of
Jewish and | targets has  dollars in credits to Iran in the
been Mterc Prime last few months. He did not
Minister Shimon Peres said. name the countries.

Belgian authorities discov- “They forgot just one
ered the ship in the port of .. that Iran is the
Antwerp In the AR::I two  Hezbollah and ﬂm Ji-
weeks Peres aide Goren  had.” Peres said, to
told The Associated Press. Islamic militant ﬂﬁ'
m:;::admlytg; hance. and Also army

: C . . an-
said the Iranian pian could Tounced the has ar-
easily have succeeded. Au- rested a Palestinian student
thorities offered no other de- Who llbcﬂﬂ( had
tails. training in [ran to carry out

Speaking Sunday to the @ftacks mmm;m
central committes his Lab- Khaiil Suleiman Abuy
our Party. Peres alleged that !8%a. 24, was arrested last
Iran's su for Iﬂlrﬂtmnﬂi- T“l.l:rm‘kqﬂh ‘l'hm'h he htr:hm from
tant groups WwWas at . ere had been
helping the tion Likud Studying medicine
Party win upcomi Istaeli The issued a state-
elections e sal “.tri: ment Abu issa was re-

ater is to cruited in a b
Ectarf pE'l;::EJ— between lsrael sentative of the > m,

Off the Record |

Shall we call it a

or 4

JERUSALEM: It like a banana. It smells like a banana_
But it tastes like an apple,

reports AP
it s the -banana. a hybrid banana that B
at Kibbutz Hanikra have tultmtndm Ilm
and fields in the north of lsrael.
The hybrid fruit is smaller than the banana. a little
¢rispier. “with an aroma like an apple.” researcher

more Sour,
Dubon Duvdevard said j

The kibbuse exports the appile-banana to countries in
South and Central America. central and western Africa. and
some Mediterranean countries., but the main market remains
local. The fruit's thin skin and small crop yleld make it

dlﬂ!cubi;utn OVeTBeas.
Ki tz researchers are Ls
to raise the yield of the MWHWM the

price of the apple-banana is nearly double that of its more
common cousin

.-h:i e make good money, but not much money.” Duvdevani

It's lovely news
for M.

LONDON . Princess . the queen's sister, is due to
become a grandmother this summer, reports AP

Her daughter, Lady Sarah Chatto, announced Sunday that
she is ex ng her child in July. .
]ggl,:dy rah, 31, married Daniel Chatto, 39, on July 14,

“Princess Mnrﬁ.uct and | are lbmiumlﬁr thrilled. It's
news.” sald Lord Snowdon, Lady Sarah's father. He an

Margaret divorced in 1978. :
"Close members of the family have known for some time,

but we thought it would be nice to make an announcement at
Easter.” Snowdon said.

The child will be 14th in line to the throne, behind Lady
Sagah and her brother, Viscount Linley.

Agency's Rosetta spacecraft which will be launched to-

wards the comet Wirtanen in the next céntury in an ambi-

tious 530 million mission to land a pair of unmanned space

probes on the comet. After an eight-year journey the craft

1.2m prisoners
being held in 31

European states

STRASBOURG, Apr 8 | More
than 1.2 million prisoners
were being held in 31 Euro-

countries, more than half
of them in Russia, acco to
statistics compiled for the
council of Europe in 1994, and
AFFM public Sunday. reports

The census dated em-
ber 1., 1994, found that
664,700 of the inmates were

* being held in Russia.

According to the nual
study, the number of prisoners
in the 31 European countries

studied remained virtually:

stable in 1994, compared with

the .p:;ﬂ;ui e;‘r.thnftar 10
year o e prison
population.

Villagers caught in crossfire of Indo-Pak dispute over Kashmir |

NEELUM VALLEY ROAD,
Pakistan, Apr 8: Face down in a
muddy, roadside ditch, Ahmed
Younis lies small to avoid a
burst of gunfire, AP.

The first shots whiz across
Pakistan's contested border
with India as the sun's last
light fades behind the tower-
ing mountains.

A 12-kilometre stretch (7
1/2-mile) stretch of the
Neelum Valley Road is the only
?:l\rply route for Younis and his

ow villagers, who 'are caught
in the crossfire of Pakistan's
49-year-old dispute with India
over ownersh of the Hi-
mala state of Kashmiir,

eir village is just inside
the part of Kashmir controlled
akistan, within of
Indian. soldiers across the

nearby border.

Vehicles haven't been al-
lowed on the road since Sep-
tember because of the sniping.

Now only the most intrepid
villagers make the journey on
foot to bring in f and other

goods for their communities.
Short of breath and swehat-
ing despite the cold mountain

- air, Younis e¢rawis on his belly

toward twop companions.

"We must decide if we
should mnveynm time the fire
stops.” says Younis, a seasoned
scout and former Pakistani
soldier.

To move is to risk being
spotted Indian marksmen,
but sit too long and a stray
bullet find its mark.

The f[rontier has become
especially dangerous because
of a secessionist rebellion in
the part of Muslim Kashmir

controlled by Hindu-domi-
nated India. Indian troops
deny targeting civilians, saying
they shoot only at people sus-
pected of trying to smuggle
arms to the rcbefsi _

Indian authorities say Pak-
istani soldiers also fire across
the border. sometimes hittin
civilans. But many border vil-
lages on the Indian side have
been cleared out because Indta
believes the residents were
helping militants cross the
fronter.

In this stretch, known as
“the shooting gallery,” the road
runs adjacent to the frontier,
the flas nt of two wars be-
tween Pakistan and India.

y Beéending with the turns of
the Neelum River. the road
skirts the water — a natural di-

viding line between India and

Pakistan. :

Moments pass and another
burst of machine-gun fire ex-
plodes. Younis mumbles a brief

prayer in a hushed voice. An-
other bullet and then another
ricochet off some rocks just
above and ahead.

Tracer bullets zing across
the border trailing red and
ellow streaks that seem to
ang in the air.

ounis hunches into

the wet, shallow ditch, which
offers the only cover from the
sh

ooting.
Last year, the bodies of

more than 200 civillans were
recovered from the river, ac-
cording
a;ng and United Nations.

to both the Pakistan
ountless others have been

wounded, but for the villagers
the choice is clear.

"We have to get food into
the village." says Hajil Naush-
erwan, who hasn't made the
journey for more than six
months. A bullet shredded the
muscles in his right thing last
year

Since the start of this year,

* 28 Pakistanis have been killed

tryi
into

to bring food and fuel
e isolated village of Au-

For fuunll. there is a

of about 50

sed to Indian snipers.

The remaining

mile) can be done in relative
safi

will rendevous with the comet near Jupiter's orbit 700
million kilometres from Earth. It will then deploy two
small probes containing scientific instruments on to the
comet's head. " — AFP/UNB photo

Because he won't be
able to make love

BRASILIA, Brazil : A Roman Catholic bishop has bited
the marriage of a paraplegic man because he not be
able to have sex with his future wife and father children. re-
ports AP,

Bishop Joao Bosco de Faria rejected a request to
Elzimar de Lourdes Serafim and Edir Antonio de Brito, a
paraplegic who lives in Patrocinio in southeastern Minas

Gerais state, ;
In a March 21 letter, the bishop said a religious wedding

was jmpossible because the couple would not be able to have
their own children.

Archbishop Lucas Moreira Neves, head of the il Na-
tional Bishops Council, said Friday he supported Farias' deci-
sion.

“There can be no marriage without the sexual union of the
partners,” said Neves. "If a partner is incapacitated :after the
marriage, then there is no problem.” >

He said the sacrament ef marriage " implies that one
spouse gives the other his.... sexuality. %'hﬂt is no discrimina-
tion because, in this case, there is no way to sanctify matri-
mony in its fullness.”

Brito, paralysed from the waist down for 29 years, said he
was "disappointed and hurt.” !

“1 have parapl friends who live very well,” he said. " A°
couple |1 know adopted a son because they couldn't have chil-
dren naturally.” :

KSA, Qatar agree
to outline their
common border

8 (metres} to

clear the most dangerous

streich ahead: A 200-metre RIYADH, Apr 8: Saudi Arabia

(650-foot) se. and Qatar Sunday to
It's a hairpin turn that lea- | complete work on outlini

ves all traffic y expo- | their common border and

a dispute which has rumbled
‘th for' more than 30 years, re-
ports AFP.

The official Qatari agency
QNA published a joint state-
ment after talks Saudi

Minister Prince Saud

Once past, hands shaking,
one man lights a te and
slumps to the ground in relief.
kilometre (half

gna
rain as

whispers
must go. It's too dangerous to
long.

lhzkfor
explains that his
of three men will

walk one at a time in intervals

fear lying in the cold
: past.
Slowly he inches ahead to

around a bend. Returning
E gather his 20-kilogram (50-
pound) pack, he 1 "We

rot

ety as the road moves back
from the disputed border.

In another 20 minutes,
Younis reaches the village of
Jura, where he hands over his
pack to the driver of a small

headed for :

ounis rests for a moment,
bids farewell to his compan-
jons and heads back toward
“the sh gallery” to bring
in more su ;

Al- his Qatari coun-

Hlm-d"!d Ihno.dm Ibn
Jabr al-Khalifa a com-
mittee in charge




