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The

government has taken
a decision to this affect that

the Ministry of Defence and
Armed Forces Division will be
under the President, a PID
handout said yesterday. re.

ports BSS

meets President
Chief Adviser Muhammad
Habibur Rahman called on
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas at Bangabhaban yester-
day afternoon. He stayed with
lht President for quite some
time, reports [INB,
to death in Ctg
CHITTAGONG, Apr 8. A
young housewife was stabbed
to death by unidentified as-
sailants at Patharghata in the
cily today .The victim was
identified as Rekha Rani Das
32. wife of Balai Banik. a goid-
smith. Police and witnesses
said a group of about six mis-
creants stormed their resi-
dence at about 11 am ard
stabbed her repeatedly. She
was rushed to  Chittagon
Medical College Hospita

where the doctors declared
her dead, reports UNB.

Jamaat public meet
in Ctg Apr 15

CHITTAGONG. Apr B
Jamaat-e-Islami today
the date of its
meeting at ighi Haidan
from April 14 to Aprﬂ 15.

Chlttam cit bilic-
tAt{ uhm at
ter Etddiqu:

public

said that this
change was due to some
unavoidable circumstances.
Ameer of Jamaat Golam Azam
will address the public meet-

ing. reports UNB.

Hasina goes to
EKhuilna today
Awami Le President

Sheikh Hasina here to-
day for Khulna on a

mumal tour. ﬂ wil
a blic meeting at
the Cireuit se Maidan at 3
:!I party release said

last . Central leaders
of the will acco 4
Sheikh . Teports

A
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President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday appointed
Mohammad ' Abu Hena., a

former member of the
Plann Commission. the new
Chief tion Commissioner
(CEC), an official announce-

ment said.

The President
administer the oath of office to
the CEC at a simple ceremony

at the at 10 am
R

Abu Hena
mﬂ&l Justice AKM Sadeque
Ealurdﬁr,

Mohammad Abu Hena, who
joined the civil service in
1963, had retired from the
t service earlier. He
completed his two-year con-
tract service as a Planning
Commission' member yester-

Faizur Razzaque, secretary
of the Ministry uf Energy and
Mineral Resources was also
Eoutcd as Secretary of the

tion Commission yester-
day.He replaces Ershadul Hugqg.

will

By Staff Correspondent

During
elections, Razzaque was the
Joint Secretary at the EC
Secretariat.

Abu Hena, the seyenth CEC,
is the first tﬁerlun to be ap-
pointed to the post from tgc
civil service cadre. All prmrluuu
CECs were from the judiciary.

Talking to a group of re-

orters at his Planning
ommission office yesterda
the new CEC said he woul

Editorial on page 4

to con-

take up the chall
duct a free and fair
the country.
He emphasised on the co-
Jnrnunn of all quarters in-
the political parties for
hull:llng a Ii'nf: and fair election.
As per constitutional provi-
sions, the next parliamentary
;lﬂl:f:ﬂﬂn is to be held by June
"l have always been a non-
partisan man. I am to-
day from my Planning

election in

the 1991 parliamentary

. after the resi
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‘alzur Razzaque ..1ppmnt(*(l KO secy

Abu Hena new CEC

Commission tand | had an
intention of goi
tirement with my family,” Abu
Hena said.

- "But for the sake of the fu-
tun: eneration and safeguard-
rl%l emocr m.g in the country
I have d ed not to at&p
bg;cl: hahﬁ said. "l would take u
the ¢ es to perform th
duty as thc:gEC neutrally."

Abu Hena, who wna a Boy
Scout and has been involved in
the scout movement said that
he would perform his duty as a
scout and do his best to ensure
a free and fair election in the

C ] :
When asked how he would

act to restructure the Election.

Commission (EC), he said that
he would thing about it when
he starts office.

Mohammad Abu Hena's ap-
pointment comes two days
ation of former
CEC Justice A K M Sadeque.

It was also learnt from offi-

© See Page 12 Col 1

into re-

1

- Taka devalued
by 50 poisa

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Bank (BB)
yesterday devalued the Taka by
another 50 poisa against the
US dollar with immediate ef-
fect in the wake of persisting
demand by the country's busi-
ness circles.

With the new downward ad-
wﬁnt of taka, the central

uying rate now s s at
Taka 41. 4ggtnst:ad of El::d
vious Taka 40.90. The I::ankn
selling rate to' the authorised

banks in now set at Taka 41.60
instead of the earlier Taka
41.10, said a BB press release.

With the latest revision. a
unit of greenback has become
1 22 Ecr ccnl costlier against

Apprcctatlun of taka against
the neighbouring L‘ﬂuntr?'q
currency was considered:
the country's exporters as a
major obstacle in maintaiming
the competitive edge in the
ex markets.

The last adjustment was
made on January 8, 1996,
when the taka was adjusted
downward by 0.25 poisa.
Following revaluation of taka b}r

See Page 12 col 7
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21 bullets
from 11

Police raided all eleven res-
idential halls for male students
of the Dhaka University yes-
terday for the second time in a
week and recovered 21 bul-
lets, 12 cocktails, two sets of
walkie talkie and a small quan-
tity of hashish.

duﬁng e two-hour raid from
5:30 am. All of them were out-
siders, police said.

Sources at the halls said
that many armed outsiders
who were activists of political
parties had left the dormito-
ries at the instruction of their
leaders following a rumour

Sundage evening that those
would be raided again.
Police picked up four out-

siders from Sergeant Zahurul
Haq hall and recovered 11 bul-
lets. Ten bullets and a small
-quality hashish were recov-
ered from Jagannath hall.

Police recovered 12 cock-

By DU Correspondent

Ten g:uple were - arrested

recovered
DU halls

tails from Sir AF Rahman hall.
Four persons were arrested
and two sets of walkie talkie
wWere recovered from
Shahidullah hall. Two others
mt arrested from Mohsin

Police had raided six DU
halls on April 2 and recovered
14 firearms, 397 bullets and
some explosives. '

The operations were con-
ducted as part of the country-
wide drive to recover illegal
arms ahead of the general
election, said a police official.

Meanwhile,
meeting of
University Teachers'
Association (DUTA) will be
held today at the university
club at 4 pm.

The mﬂ:tin% will discuss
the pr:vailinﬁ aw and order
situation on the campus, said a
DUTA press release yesterday.

an emergency
the Dhaka

yﬂhmn"m Be‘um meg-:g. pdresging a Fj.lhlic mehﬂ l.t Cb‘ndma lg,ﬂfumll

tar photo

 erugial. .

Khaleda tells pubhc meeting at Chandina

Coming | polls to decide fate
of country's independence

CHANDINA. (Comilla). Apr
8: The Bangladesh Natiunahst
FEHH[ENF] today laum:hf:d its
unolficial election campaign
with party Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia urgi:%&; the people
to vote for the BNP to pmtcct
democracy and sovereignty of
the country. reports UNB.

"The next elections will
decide the fate of the country's
independence and sovere-
ignty... determine whether
independence and sovereignt
will remain or not.” she told a

huge public meeting at the
local Redwan Ahmed Degree
College ground 1in the
afternoon.

She said the next parlia-
mentary elections is very much
for .1he __nation.
B g ruu;.,h tims . efection, you

. ers lo

' Easter holidays.

- Saidabad Water Treatmmt Plant

- Accord with France on civil

engineering design soon

The Dhaka WASA is likel
to an accord soon wit
France worth seven million
French franc (Tk 4 crore 20

lakh) for for
tion of civil

the engl-

of the Saidabad

Water Treatment Plant, ac-
C to official sources

U r the eement, the

design of the 167.6 million US

dollar project will be com-

pletnd independently.

of

and installa-
ro-mechanical

France, for
tion of elec

By Sharier Khan
' equi t into force.
French ment is
also providing 152.7 million

Francs or 18 per cent of the
cost as grant. But the
grant would be effective only
when the IDA of the Wurld
Bank 8 to provide 76.2
million dollars (or 43 per cent

of the t cost).
mplfg,'l;. oy Inrth-l:

fund is
tionalities to be fulfilled by lhl.'
WASA

The pr waler treatl-
ment plant would provide
around 225 million litres of
water daily u the water
from the river Si when
mhﬂd in three phases In

L‘ﬁrrmtly the WASA sup-

plies 78 crore litres of water
dally against a demand of
nearly 140 crore litres while it
sustains a system loss of 48 to

" D2 cent.
Fa vernment fails to

fulfil. the orld Bank's condi-
tionalities tagged with The
;llidlhld Water Treatment

ant ril 24, the
fate or'ht pr t:pmy again
become uncertain.

On l.24, the 76 .2 mil-
lion ar credit proposal
would be placed at the World
%mkn bolrrd url:fﬂmi in

ashingtlon for approval
This Board meetin E*f- i -
tially scheduled at tember
last. But as WASA had to
fulfil the conditionalities, Mt

MMI.’ZCNZ

Emergency in Sri Lanka

Apr 8. President
Cll.ln:htkn !(umrltungn has
| proclaimed a nationwide “state
of emergency,” giving herself
sweeping powers (o enact
laswws, it was announced today,
raports AP

The announcement was

mmmwru

. Kiri Banda Ratnayake,
CIMETEETICY Was

that the

on l'tumlm
tain and order.” It was not
announced earlier due to the

say Mrs
use the pow-
election to
mumnicipal and area councils
which are required te be held
in June.

Parliament, which is con-

. trolled by Mrs. Kumaratunga s

shifted |

|
|

People's Alllance Party, hulu

vote on the presidential
lamation wi 30 dayn nhc
wants to it.

The nlllunﬂdt election,
held four years. were
t.;tmu d for l{l.gc;llun: but

minister o -
ned thmﬂﬂi‘::nn

posgpone i again.

: ite likely that the

Prtddﬂ'}uwmu to avoid the

elections,” said Jehan Perera, a

" With the

of her
not

Eﬁ%g
E it
ﬁ‘f 5

2

1t
E

-

dates for the &cﬁﬁm
A defeat in the local gov-
ernment polls, thal will be
seen as a referendum on her
to fight the Tamil rebels
to a finish, would increase
pressure on Mrs. Kumaratunga
"“ “ﬁi"'“"fmw?“
state o had
in ferce in the north and
of the count and the
ﬂcﬂﬂm 1983, ving
y since n
ol wide puwer:gtj:tnr‘

and 3
e
emcrm rom the rest
l after she came
are fighting for

nt homeland in
and east for minority

1l

2% ifs
Ez!iig
5t

%
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| as they went to the villa
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. will have to decide if you want
" to protect demucraq.r and de-
velopment.’

e BNP chairperson, on
the first day of her two-day or-
ﬁanisauunal tour today, ad-
ressed a number of wayside
meetings before reaching Feni,
her own constituency, where
she will stay overnight.

Tomorrow morning., Begum
Zia will resume her journey by
road to Chlttagnnﬁ where she
will address a public meeting
at the Outer Stadium in th:
afternoon,

Addressing the wayside
meetings, the former Prime
- Mipister said they had handed
' over power to the caretaker

overnment to protect the
‘anatitutior and 1be demo-
l:raljt process in tht: country.

She said the formation of
the caretaker government is

the victory of the people and of
the BNP ause through this
process. the BNP has pro-

tected democracy, indepen-
dence and rights of the people.

"We have handed over
power to the Chief Adviser of
the interim non-party care-
taker government through a
constitutional process accord-
ing to our promise.”

The former prime minister
said that at a time when her
uv:mml:nl was doing every-

thing to protect ‘democracy
and Constitution. some op
sition parties started Eoe
"conspiracy to foil the dewvel-
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opment activities to ruin
, flemocracy ane! eronomy of the |
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_Emuna BridE
Villagers attack
police serving
eviction notice

SIRAJGANJ, Apr B8
Villagers today attacked po
licemen here when they tried
lo serve eviction notice at
Dukhtyabari villagé in Soidabad
unjon, the western side of the
Jamuna Multipurpose Bridge.
reports UNB,

Witnesses said several hun-
villagers, including
women, swooped on the police
* with
a written notice asking t vil-
lagers to leave It within a
week None was reported hurt,

Police, however, left the
scenic amid protest displaying
the notice with a local shop.

Meanwhile, Soidabad UP
Chainrnan Khademul Monl, in a
written statement, condemned
the police for assaulting vill
women. but police denied t

' allegation.

illagers alleged that the
Jamuna Multi-purpose Brid
Authorities were tryi 0
drive them out of the village
depriving them of adequate

compensation

Ershad appeals to
Chief Adviser

for his release

Former, president and
chatrman of the -JuLL;ya Party H
M Ershad has advised his
rounsel to urge the Chief
Adviser of the carertaker gov-
ernment to secure his release
[rom prison I necessary on pa-
role for saving his life and lead
his party in the comi na-
tional elections, rcgofmrg.

Ershad told his counsel

Advoecate Mahbubur Rahman, a |

former minister. during the
court hearing of the Manzoor
murder case on Saturday, that,
falling which, gl;c;?er partici-
ﬂtiun ufdatiya would not
» possible. ac rnrdlnﬂ to a

press release.
The press release signed by

See Page 12 col 6

CPA-union dlspute

CHITTAGONG, Apr B
. Chittagong Port Authority and
the port employees union have
been locked in  a tug of war
over the use of four straddle
carriers hired from a private
party. port sources said.

As a result, those straddle
carriers are lying idle at new-
mooring jetty of Chittagong
port for the past eight days,
| sources added.

' Port officials informed that

' those straddle carriers could

| not be brought under opera-

t Hon in the face of protests

| from port employees’ union.

| The employees unions

| made the protests in a bid to
check any move for privatisa-
| Hon of the port. the sources
sald.

. Meanwhile, the Chittagon

| Port Authority held a secon

' round of meeting today with

Four private straddle
i carriers lie idle

From Nurul Alam

——

out the problem. But employ-
ees Unjon representatives did
not agree to allow the use of
any equipment hired from pri-
vate parties, rather suggested
the rt authority to procure
straddle carriers on its own, |
meeting sources said.
The port authority hired |
the straddle carriers through a
tender as per decision of the

shipping ministry. port |
sources said.
However., presently nine

slraddlc carriers owned by
Chltta port are in opera-
tion andling container
cargo Tn meet the require-

ment of more equipment fur
cxpcdittng cargo handl

ﬁurt authority embark nn
iring some from private par

rt sources said.
en contacted, acting
chairman of the Chittagong

Sec Page 12 col 6
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WE HMAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWAR! GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE

m"fr-g H”k_

More thap
nees were
ferent centres thro
country for adopting
fairmeans in the examination

600 SSC exami-
expelled from dif-
out the

un-

sterday. the second day of
he examination. reports
Official sources said 26 stu-
dents were expelled from vari-
ous centres under Jessore
Board, 343 under Rajshahi and
[1144 und}ll:r Chittagong Board
uring the Bangla 2 paper
examination. o
A total of 4,78,275 ::andl—
dates are apﬂcaﬁ in the
Secondary School Certificate
(SSC) examination from 755
centres at home and abroad
under the aegis of five educa-

- tion boards.

The boardwise break up of
the candidates are Dhaka:
1,41.000. Rajshahi; 1,20,000,
Jessore: 85,000 and
Chittagong and Comilla; -
1.30,000.

Tk 100 cr DESA
plan for power
~distribution_

An emergency pnwer re-
habilitation programme of Tk
100 crore will undertaken
for power distribution in
greater Dhaka, UNB.

This was discl at a re-
view meeting of the Dhaka
Electric Supply Authority
(DESA) yesterday, Adviser for
the ministries of Energy and
Mineral Resources, an ater
Resources Dr Jamilur Reza
Chowdhury presided.

The meeting was informed
that a project entitled "9th
Power Projects” for expansion
and development of greater
Dhaka power distribution net-
work is now under formulation
stage. Implementation of the
liuén ;ct Is expected to begin in

It was informed in the

Lln% that the distribution
s}rst oss of the DESA is now
below 30 per cent.

The present demand for
electricity in greater Dhaka is
about 910 megawatt and the
number of consumers is about
5 lakh. In 1991 the demand
for electricity was 550
megawatt and the number of

consumers was about 3.66

Merrill meets
Chief Adviser

US Ambassador to Ban-
gladesh David N Merrill paid a
courtesy call on Chief Adviser
Muhammad Habibur Rahman at
his office yesterday. reports
UNB.

The Ambassador congratu-
lated Rahman on his assu
tion of the office of Chief
viser. Merrill spent sometim=
with him.

The Chief Adviser re-
quested the US government to
take benign attitude in rnm.ng
the import quota of

armenta from Bangladesh tn

e United States in view of
th: setback suffered during
the recent political turmedl.

He also stressed on main-
taining the present US aid
level to B adesh.

The Ambassador assured
the Chief Adviser that he
would convey the request to
his government for positive
consideration.

Meanwhile Khulna city

Mayor Shaikh Tayebur Rahman
yesterday called on Chief Ad-
E:l:;nn uh';mmld Habibur

at his Tejgaon office.

The mayor stayed with the
Chief mmer for sometime.

Llhc employees union to sort

.

Electricity from

Wind power can be used 1o
pmdnn:unmhuMH‘l’
inthcmntﬂlr

of electricity
mﬂth:mmtlx
Cm:-y
location of the

Geographical
area is ;ﬂdhlﬂ:f‘
wind power generation
electricity on "commercial ba-
sis”, they say after of ex-
pu'lm:::lndnt of wind
speed Cox’'s Bazar,
Teknaf and !
"We can as much as
from
im the coastal ar-

2000 mw of
wind power
eas”, sald Fazlur Rahman a

} young scientist of the BAEC

By Govinda Shil

who | - and would cost around Taka
An mental turbine 30.000. An lﬂlﬂﬂ:d turbine
th.lnf “mhh;-u costs more than Taka 3 lakh,
he““ llml “ﬂ‘ﬂmﬂ “‘CL some -duthcr scientists in the
Rahman has been st U USA. Sweden and
the wind in the E_lhhﬂ;m interest
areas for last three years. sector.”
The results are quite ®aid Fashur . He .Iﬁd-
with an countries like,
m’n‘ 7:!:!* g po :
per second. enough to AUNE power using tur-

generate electricity Dines
commercially,” he said. The BAEC scientist sajd
The turbine would be con- already began talks with the
structed with local row mate- BAEC to launch : venture

wind power under study

from some other countries
have also shown Interest to

out feasibility st ;
ﬂ ea ty study. they

Rahman's paper on
"Pr ts ol" Wind ergy in
htlbﬂ'nl

the "Waorld

rcc:nﬂ;
wg the E

Illhmlnhubunmutndby
tmmwm;mmn

on the subject In June this

year.

Kazi Abul Hasnat., a senior
scientist of the BAEC said,

Bangladesh has
for
o ngﬁuclq using

- mmeam. weoome
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