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Arafat seeks Saudi help to
end closure of WB,Gaza

RIYADH, 7. Yasser
Arafat asked Saudi Arabia for
help today in rmﬂr§ Israel's
closure of the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, reports AP

"We need the support of
our brothers in the of
Saudi Arabia to lift this Israeli
siege." he sald upon arrival at
Rivadh, the Saudi capital.

He did not. say t kind of
help he needed from the
Saudis, who have for decades
been Arafat's main financial
backers. Saudi Arabia has no
formal relations with lsrae} but
sup what it terms as a
compjehcusive Aiab-lsraeli

ul selUement.

Isracl sealed off the West
Bank and Gaza Strip for secu-
rity reasons following a series
ol suicide bomb attacks in a

nine-day period starting
25.
A total of 62 people,

including four bombers. were
killed.

Arafat’'s visit to Saudi Arabia
underlines the recent rap-
prochement in his relations
with Gulf Arab states which
had ostracized him and his
Palestine Liberation -
sation because of his sympathy

63 held in Ctg

CHITTAGONG. Apr 7:
Chi metropolitan police
arrested persons and re-
;.nwrtd two ligh one

pe ., one single n
and 35 cartridges riﬁu
in different parts of t

| SSC exams

From Page 1
Jessore board and 1.30.000
under Comilla and Chittagong
boards.

The SSC examinations are
being held at %50 centers at
home and five centres abroad.

In the capital. there are 60
centres for C examinations
and two for Dakhil examina-
tion.

According to Dhaka board
control room sources, 113 SSC
examinees were expelled from
different centres in 13 dis-
tricts under the board.

Jessore board control room
snirces said 33 SSC examinees
were cxpelled from different
cenires in 16 districts.

Expulsion of 49 examinees
wias reported from different
districts under Comilla board.

Three hundred twenty-
three cxaminees were ex-

led i1 cight districts under

ahi boarg.

When contacted, the
Madrasha Education Board
control room sources said that
they had received information
from only three districts.

The SSC examinations were
scheduled to n on March
27 but later was shifted to.
April 7 due to political unrest

uns,

city

in the country,
UNB ' adds: Adviser in
ch of the ministries of Ed-

ucation, Cultural Affairs and
Sports and Youths Prof M
S Hoq visited some SSC
~and Dakhil examination cen-
tres in the capital yesterday.

The centres included -
ernment Laboratory Sch-
ool, West Dhanmondi Yousuf
High School, Kaderiya Taiya-
biya Aliya Madrasa and Moha-
mmadpur Government High
School.

During the visit, the Adviser
talked to the officials and
others concerned and en-
quired about the law and order
at the centres.

. He expressed satisfaction at
the preparations for holdi
the examinations in a peacefu
atmosphere, said an official
handout. : =
Business leaders
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week to look into problems of
trade and industry, and decide
immediate remedies.

The Adviser suggested that
a core 'committee should si-
multaneous!v he set up at the
FBCCI for "effective coordina-
tion” between the proposed

overnment committee and
the private sector.

At the , members of
the business community urged
the caretaker government to
urgently restore law and order
to allow the trade and industry
to resume normal activities.

Clearance of port conges-
tions and some interim fiscal
benefits were also demanded,
particularly by representatives
of the sector.

FBCCI President Salman F

Rahman said law and order is

the foremost issue affectin
the business community. "Rule
of law is a must for confidence
building in the trade and in-
dustry."

The caretaker government
is enjoying "a tremendous
amotint of goodwill” from all in
the society, he said, and it
-should ﬂﬁnﬂ the "advantage”
to the fullest in restoring law
and order. The government

i

should go in a bigger way for
the recovery of illegal arms,

Rahman

ADP funds
From Page |

‘tative im&lcmcntntlun of pro-
jects rather than increasi
the number or size of the ADP,
he stressed.

The adviser called for seri-
ous consideration of the issues

like poveity alleviation, socio-
economic t of rural
areas and income eration

while making revision of the
. ADP. He also called for ensur-
ing allocation for the
prﬂvrrl'pruje'ctu,
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toward Iraq during the 1990-
81 Gulf crisis.

They had also cut off crucial
fAnancial aid to the PLO but, as
Arafat to distance him-
selfl from = am Hussein, re-
lations began to i ove and
the Palestinian lea visited
several Gulf Arab states in re-
cent months

Kuwait, which lraq invaded
and occupied in 1990, has yet
to forgive the Palestinian
leader lor his stance during
the Gulf crisis

150 mw power
shortfall during
- peak hours

The country is producing
about 1.950 megawatt of elec
tricity. a shortfall of 150
nﬁnﬂll. during the peak pe-
i resulting in some load-
shedding. reports UNB

The peak period demand is
about 2. 100 megawatt while
the producing capacity of elec
tricity is 2, awalt.

This was disclosed at a
high-level meeting of the
Energy Ministry here yester-
day with Adviser of the
Ministry Dr Jamilur Reza
Chowdhury in the chair.

The meeting was informed
that the shortfall is running as
some power plants have gone
under rehabilitation and re-

work.

Shortage. of electricity will
disappear to a great extent
when the plants under
rehabilitation and repairing
work will return to uction.

The meeting reviewed the
overall production and supply
position and distribution situa-
tion of electricity in the coun-

It also reviewed
progress of some o
proposed gower rojects and
plants under PDB and some |
new transmission lines, said an
official handout.

Fire at Mirpur

By Staff Correspondent ‘

the |
oing and |

A fire broke out in a phar-
maceutical company at Mirpur-

7 in the city early morning
yesterday.

According to fire service l
sources, the cause of the fire
and the extent of damage |
could not be known immedi- |

ately. : :
[d%wn units of the fire fight-

ing vehicles from the Mirpur |
station rushed to the spot and
extinguished the blaze within
an hour. after it started a labo-
ratory room of company at
around 4:15 am.

JCD, BCL clash

in Patuakhali

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Apr 7: At least 15
people were injured. 3 seri- ,
ously, in clashes bf:twe:tnl

1

— =

Chhatra Dal (JCD) and Chhatra
League (BCL] activists at the
Patuakhali Polytechnic
Institute today. according to |
reports received here. '
The clashes, which started
around 1:30 pm and continued
till 3pm, erupted over the as- °

| careta

.-"1 CilLizens .'-ITI'- 1Tl

'Citizens' rally’
in N'ganj
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Apr 7: A
number of pm‘!cﬁsinnar organi-
sations organised a ‘citizens
rallg' demanding action for
curbing terrorism here this
morning

The rally was held in front
of the Grindlays' Bank on

bandhu Road.

e rally. presided over by
ourasava chairman
azmuddin Mahmud was ad-

dressed also by Md Giasuddin.
Vice president of the
Narayangan| 1amber of
Commerce ahdip Industry,
Advocate Suruj AJi) president
of the Naray strict Bar
‘ hnau:‘;y(rn. oh: d Ayub,
Presidént of the Nanayangan
Presd Club, d by leaders o
various othe¢r /professional
. bodies.

Later, the participants
handed over a memorandum to
the deputy commissioner wel-
coming the initiatives of the
er government to re-
store law and order

8 shot as BNP,
AL clash 1n
Daudkandi

BY DMCH Correspondent

At least eight people sus-
tained bullet injuries in an

| armed clash between the sup-

orters of BNP and Awami
ague in Daudkandi. Comilla.

¢ yesterday morning.

Naravangan) against terrorism yvesterday

——— —

The two groups clashed at |
Goalmari Bazar at around 8 am

to take control of the bazar.
‘The injured persons were
admitted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital.
Abdul Barek. 40, Bakul, 21,

[
I
|
|

They are |

Shamsul Miah. 680, Montu. 35, |
Aldmgir. 30, Billal Hossain. 12, |

Shafiqul Islam, 20, and Munir

- Hossain. 30. hospital sources

said.

7 senior LTTE cadres’
killed in fresh violence |

COLOMBO, Apr 7. Tamil
Tiger guerillas today admitted
losing seven of senjor cadres
in ferocious battles with secu-
rity forces across Sri Lanka's
embattled northern and east-
ern regions in a fresh wave of
violence, reports AFP

The separatist Liberation
Tigers of ‘Famll Eelam (LTTE)
sail over its clandestine radio
that the group lost four men.
inchuding a self-styled major
during a confrontation with
the police Special Task Force
- commandos on Friday

The LTTE's Voice of Tigers
Radio did not say how many
security personnel were killed
in the confrontation in *the
castern district of Ampara but
an earlier Tiger statement
from its Lopdon office said 16
STF men were killed.

However, the defence min-
istry said 18 STF commandos
were killed and claimed killing
84 Tigers in two davs of fight
ing in the north of the country
on Thursday and Frulay alone

The Voice of Tigers Radio
also said that the LTTE lost
three lieutenants at Elephant
Pass. located at the entrance ot
the northern Peninsula of

4 hurt 1n earth

collapse
By DMCH Correspondent

Four persons were injured
when the earth collapsed in-
sidde a trench while they were
working in a WASA sewerage
line at Mohammadpur in the
city vesterday.

ree of the four injured
workers, admitted to the
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH). were identi-
fied as Amena, 45, Islamuddin
40. and Mujibor Rahman. 35
medical sources said. The
other was released after first
aid. the sources said.

ABece

Hasina goes to

sl ' Khulna tomorrow

Star photo
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Jaffna which once served as a
de facto state of the
separatists.

In another statement from
its London office, the group
sald that the military kept up
an artfllery barrage against
three villages iin the
Vadamarchchi sector of the
Jaffna peninsula and claimed
that a Tamil Civilian was in-
jured.

Military officials denied
shelling civilian targets and

sald even helicopter gunshi
were being deplo to ta
on identified L targets in

the insula.

fence sources sald that
95 automalic assault rifles
were recovered from nearly
150 LTTE men and women
killed in the Walilkamam sector
in the past eight days by In

fantry troops.

BCL-Shibir clash
in Comilla ; 7 hurt

. Hossain.
| Lutfar

' A mereti

|
I
|

' Hm}%a esh, re
ere are 21

KHULNA, Apr 7 Pre-
parations are ajoot to accord a
reception to Awami League
Chief Sheikh Hasina on
proposed visit to Khulna on
April 9. reports BSS

The Awami League
scheduled to address a
meeting at Khulna circuit
house nd the same

Khuina city committie¢ and
Khulna district commitiee
held separate meetings at the
local Awami League office on
Friday

Presided over Advocate
Manzurul Imam AL city
rommitier was addressed by
Mostala Rashid Sltl?a. Kazi
Azhar Ali. Begum Mannujan
Sufian Talukdar Abdul Khalek
Sheikh Monirul Islam Moni
Khan Ebne Zaman. Kazi Enaye

Advocate Tarafder
Rahman. Professor
Hosne Ara Runu and Saiful
Islam.

chief is
pubdlic

of district com-
mittee was held at the AL of-
fice. It was presided owver

President of Khulna district
Awami League and former

whip of opposition parhamen-
tary arty in the .Jatiya
Sangshad. Shaikh Harunor
Rashid

US Navy aircraft
arrives in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Apr 7 A
maritime patrol aircraft of the
US Navy arrived here this
morning on a six-day visit to
ts UNB
CTEW mem

bers in the aircraft, p-3 Orion
(Mficials of the US Embassy
in Dhaka and local Naval

Officers recelved the visiting
team
During Its stay the aircraft

. will take part In a joint exer

rine with 80 me nf the
Bangladesh Navy (BN) ships in

| the Bay of Hengal on maritime
mlrvﬂlram-r

The crew members  will
visit some ol naval training

COMILLA, Apr 7: Seven
people were injured in a clash
today belween activists ol pro-
Awami League Chhatra League
and Islami C hhatra Shibir (ICS)
at Chouara Bazar in Sadar |
thana, some 12 miles from

here. reports UNB

Witnesses said the clash
ehsiied at about 11 am when
ICS activists chased a BCL ac-
tivist tor brandtshing a pipe-
gun and attacked the house of
one Sekander Ali. where he
took shelter,

The inhabitants of the lo-
cality counter-attacked: the
Shibir activists. leaving seven

“of them seriously injured. Of

the injured, Moslem. Jahangir,
Swapan. Momin and Monir
were admitted to Comilla
Medical College Hospital and
Sadar Hospital. .

Police arrested seven peo-

Shibir activists.

T

by JCD activists.

Of the seriously injured,
Jasim, 21 and Mizan, 20 have |
been admitted to the '
Patuakhali Sadar Hospital and |
another, Habib, 22 was trans-
ferred to the Sher-e-Bangla |
Medical College Hospital here.

Meaniwhile, a leader of the
outlawed Sarbahara Party was |
arrested by Uzirpur police last
night. ~
Alam Rari, 25 was
up from his residence at
Mirakathi Village under -
Uzirpur around midnight last
night. Police recovered three

picked - |

country-made pipe guns, two |

bullets and a toy revolver from
his house. :

Indian polls

From Page |

"Show me one politician
who is honest and 1 will vote
for him." said Sadarshan
Chawla. a shopkeeper here |
Everyone is out to make
money ... who has the moral
right to even talk about it?"

George Fernandes, a vet-
eran socialist, wholeheartedly !
agrees. "In India anyone who |
has the npgoﬂunit}r to make |
money makes it with both
hands.” he said in an interview.
"From the Prime Minister to
the bus conductor, everyone is
engaged in making money.

liticians will be |

"Yes. few
able to talk about it,” he added. .
All Indian general elections in

the past 25 years have been
dominated by one key theine
which has overshadowed all
others. L

The Bofors scandal, involv- |
ing alleged kickbacks by the
Swedish arms company to
politicians, was the highlight
of the campaign in the 1989
Bulla which unseated then

rime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

SAIC meet begins
tomorrow

The 10th meetin
SAARC Agricultural

of the
orma-

Board begins here tomorrow.
‘The three-day meeting will be
held at the SAIC conference
room at Bangladesh -
ricultural Research Counecll,

reports UNB.

r, on

- turb elections,

:

"siate, a

Bakum dam.

gl:- Three of them claimed to
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Sarawak natives perform a native dance d'ﬁring a demo

4

i : nstration in Kuala Lumpur
yesterday as green activists continue to keep up the pressure to stop the construction of the

— AFP/UNB photo

~ 50,000 additional troops to be deployed
India warns against any Pak bid
- to disrupt polls in Kashmir

SRINAGAR, Apr 7: In an
clear reference to Pakistan,
India today warned it would
deal firrnl;,r with "our hostile
neighbour” if it tried to disrupt
elections mnext month in
Kashmir, ris AFP.

As thousands of troops were
deployed in the northern
chief Shankar Roy
Chowdhury, without namin
Pakistan, said troops woul
thwart any attempt by the
"hostile neighbour" to disrupt
the balloting. :

"Our hostile neighbour will
certainly make efforts to dis-
but we will
with it, the

handle. and cope
press trust of India quoted the

‘chief of India’'s mi lion-plus

as sa in Bombay in a
clear reference to Pakistan,
with which India fought two
wars over Kashmir,

The general asserted that
Muslim militants were on the
run in Kashmir, but warned
“foreign mercenaries” could
carry out terror attacks during

the polls in the state.

"Armed forces are in con-
trol of the security situation in
Kashmir," Chawdhury said and
added reinforcements would
be sent before Lhie first elec-
tions in six years in the Hi-
malayan region bordering Pak-
Istan.

India has repeatedly ac-
cused Pakistan of arming and
trai Muslim separatists, a
charge Islamabad has denied
saying it only provides diplo-
matic support to the Kash-

. miris’ "n{lt to self determina-

tion" in the province which is
divided between the two coun-
tries. :
The chief's warmning to
Pakistan came as India today
Flnnned to deploy ' tens of
housands of in Kashmir
to try and prevent possible
sabotage of the elections by

Muslim atists.
Some 50,000 additional
troops would be depl%td in
mir to reinforce 250,000

pelice, army and paramilitary.

personnel already
the frontier r

stationed In
egion, they said,.
“Availability of extra troo

and their deployment in the
state would not be a problem
since soldiers fromn all over In-
dia will be free ahead of the
second phase of the polls in
Kashmir,, an official :

India's election commis-

sion has staggered polls in
three phases to ensure troops
re-deployment from other
parts of the country to Kash-
mir, where an anti-Indian re-
bellion has left more than
12,000 people dead since

1989. _
India is to have Hamen-
tary elections in April-May.

Voters will go to the polls on
May 7, 23 and 30 te elect six
MPs from Kashmir.

The Kashmir police today
sald they were working out de-
tails of extending security to
voters specially in the Mushim
separatist bastion of Anantnag,
Baramulla and in the state

summer capital of Srinagar.

1
J
'

establishments here and al
Kaptal and will take part in a
friendly basketbhall match with
HN team

The aircraft will leave the
country on April 12. said an
ISPR press release loday

JP urges govt
Release Ershad
to maintain
neutrality

Acting chairman of the
Jatiya Party Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury yesterday said
people have doubts about the

neutrality of the caretaker gov-
ernment as former President

. Ershad has not been released

despite the fall of the BNP

government, reports BSS,
He was addressing a func-

' tion marking the joining of

. about

———— =

five hundred ula-
maekram headed by eminent
[slamic thinker Alhaj Moulana
Habibullah Belali.

Demanding the release of
Ershad, Mizan Chowdh said
he (Ershad) should be released
in the interest of the garetaker

government to maintain its
neutrality.

He was critical of the BNP
ggy-:rnment and said during
the last five years the BNP gov-
ernment had destroyed the
Islamic ideals and values from
the state principles. He said
the country's economy was
mortgaged to foreign traders
and the national economy was
destroyed.

Dr Kamal urges
students to resist
politics of arms

Gano Forum president Dr
Kamal Hossain yesterday called
upon students to contribute
positively to stop campus ter-
rorism and violence and boy-
cott those political parties
which patronise armed mis-
creants, reports BSS. .

Addressing a group of stu-
dents of Jagannath University
at the party central office. Dr
Kamal said that the educational
arena should be made free of

arms to make independence®

m:aninlgful thrnufh establish-
ment of sound politics and de-
velopment of the national
economy.

He said that an opportunity
had been created for holding
ftee and fair pcils following
establishment of a non-party
caretaker government. He
stressed the need for creating
a congenial atmosphere free
from influence of black money
and illegal arms.

Dr Kamal said since its in-
ception. Gano Forum had been
relentlessly carrying out
movement against terrorism.
He urged the students to resist
unitedly the politics of arms.

Reconstitutc
EC: Jamaat

The Jamaat-e-Islami Ban%]a*
desh yesterday called for

immediate announcement of
election schedule alter re-
constituting the Election
Commission (EC) with persons
inchuding the chief election
commissioner having confi-
dence of the people, reéports

The Jamaat in its central
working committee meeting
with Prof Golam Azam in the
chair, also urged the caretaker
government to take necessary
steps for announcing the
schedule, a party press release
said.

The meeting observed that
peace and tranquility has re-
turned ﬂﬁuﬂb in society fol-
lowing ng over power by
the caretaker government.
"Now the e will be elec-
tion-orien as soon as the
election schedule |Is an-
nounced,” it said.

her

|
|
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|
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KINSHASA. 74 Thlrz'pmpi: killed
accident at Mweka, 160 kilometers (100 miles)
the Zairean capital Kinshasa,K voice of

- World Heal
observed

World Health Day was ob-

served in the eountry yester-
day agencies.
Different

sions and held seminars and
a to mark the day
n ebservance of the day,

the United Nations Association

of Bangladesh (UNAB) organ-
ised a symposium at UNAB of-
fice. in the city

Noted physician Dr

' Makhduma Nargis Ratna was

the main
health day theme. "healthy i
ties for better life

Alex Redekopp. chief
the WHO ‘"healthy city/town
projects’ in Dhaka spoke on

the occasion. Senior journalista

Santosh Gupta and Fazlul

Kaciin. National Commissioner

of Bangladesh Scouts Afzal
Hossain. Professor Raisuddin
and Dr Syed Mohammad
Shahed took part in the dis-
CLIRslon
Senior
Md Abu Bakr presided over the
meeting. a UNAB press release

' sair]

| the

| 1o the Chief Adviser demand-

The speakers pointed out
that rapid urban growth was at
root of most problems of

FFs" memo to
Chief Adviser

The Bangladesh Jatiya
Muktijoddha Sangstha yester-
day submitted a memorandum
of

immediate release

ing

' former President H M Ershad
| and s proper treatment in an
| open atmosphere, reports BSS.

According to a press release
of the organisation. a proces-

| sion of the Sangstha which was
. marching towards the Chief

" obstructe

Adviser's office yesterday was
by police near the

| office. Later the processionists

in

held a brief rally there.

After the rally, chairman of
the Sangstha Dewan Sultan
Mahmud and

r al
Shamsul Alam w:n% !n the

Chief Adviser's office and

handed over the memorandum
- to the concerned officials.

Formér President Ershad is

the chief patron m\i

sation, the press

No SSF seen
From Page | -

hoisted an her vate car for
two days after on
March 30. The national flag
was not seen hoisted on her
car for the last couple of days.

However, there was no offi-
cial announcement whether
the SSF was withdrawn from
her security. Begum Zia was

enjoyi security after her
st Lo y
Sixth JS
* From Page 1
phone bills.

As the sixth JS functioned
for a very short period, the
MPs would be given their
monthly remuneration only,

besides the daily allowance of
Tk 200 and conveyance al-
lowance of Tk 50 per day for
_period when the House
was in session.

The MPs also could not avail

the facility of proc duty
free car tgh *Etrru:::ljtll%led to

as the sixth JS was short-
lived, the sources noted.

Manzur murder

From Page 1
The judge also rejected an-

other bail prayer filed on be-
half of Ershad in the Jatiya
Party office case. He said since
the case was in the final stage,

there is no use to grant bail
NOW.

Besides Ershad. other ac-
cused in the Manzur Murder
Case, are Maj Gen (retd) MA
Latif, Lt Col (retd] Shamsur
Rahman alias Shams, Lt Col
(retd) Mostafa Kamaluddin
Bhuyian and Maj (retd} Kazi

Emdadul Haq.

Singer Cup .

From Page 1

around the field. His 53 came
off 17 balls, surpassing Aus-
tralian Simon D'rgmrgﬁ'! 50
18 balls against New

Zealand in 1990.
Jayasuriya's first wicket
artnership with Romesh
uwitharana for 70 runs was
hardly a partnership. Jaya-
suriya m 67 of the runs and

three were extras. Kaluwitha-
rana was bowled by Aaquib

~ without scoring.

Jayasuriya whacked Pak-
istan’'s first over by Wagar for
14 runs with two boundaries. A
chastened Pakistani captain,
Aamir Sohail. took Youmnis off
and be ought in Ataur for the
third over. Ja
lifting him for a six at the
midwicket boun . After a
no-score ball came another six
from a to the then
a four I:::mlhe nt Hﬂdlry
and another six at mid-wicket.

The next over he and
ﬂm Javed for a six and a

Sohail tried another bowi-

chlﬂﬁhth:ﬂﬁhm

. His over
Details on page 11

organisations
brought out colourful proces-

speaker on this year's

of

sc jentist Professor

city life. they further

that millions of
in the cities developing
countries were threat-
ened by lack of food, clean
water and sheiter.

ers emphasised ﬂm&

poverty as a pre-condition for

attaining healthy life for all.
The meeting for the
early recovery Advocate

Syed Ahmad Hossain, Se-
cretary-General, United
Nations Associatien of
Bangladesh who is now under
treatment at a clinic. following

a left leg-finger injury.
CCHRB forms
polls monitoring

council

Coordination Council for
Human ts in B

COHRD) T a1 5 Sadesh

» CCHRB Election Monitoring
the

Council- 1996 for observing

forthcoming national [mhl—
ment election. reports :

Jeffirey S Perefira, Vice
President of CCHRB and Ex-
ecutive Director of Caritas

: B-inglg:dgnd Akram Hos-
sAIN i u ’
General of CCH%. m
tary of e o s
ary of t ouncil r -
tively
The Election Monitoring
Council was formed at a
CCHRB ;Iﬁrultﬁt committee
meeting here Wednesday, said
a press release.

Other members of the
Council are Barrister Rabia
Bhuiyan, AHM Noman. Mo-
hammad Khurshid Alam. Abu
Nayeemn. Anisur Rahman, Adv
?I?Irul Islam and ANM Aminul
SdAln

Rivals clash near
Fulbaria bus

terminal: 3 hurt

By Staff Correspondent

Al least three persons were
injured in a clash between two
rival groups near Fulbaria bus
terminal in the city yesterday
evernung.

Three cocktails were-
hurled near the terminal dur-
ing chase and counter-chase
creating panic in the area at
around 7:30 pm, locals said.
Police lobbed tear gas shells to
bring the situation under con-
trol. police sources said.

The injured two SONS,
laken to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) were
identified as Murtaza and
Mustafa.

Financial powers
From Page |
able manpower, ra trans-
er of PDs, ministries’ failure in
holding regular evaluation
meeting, delay in reimburse-
ment etc.

Dr Qazi

Kholiquzzaman
Ahmad,

chairman of
B adesh Unna Parishad
said, ."the basic malice lies
elsewhere. It is the weakness
of macro m ement of the
economy, which has always
been corruption-ridden.”

"If that basic malice can be
adequately treated, the cir-
cumstances are bound to im-
prove leading to satisfactory
ADP performance. The basic

. things and public accountabil-

ity. rule of law and national in-
terest above self or party in-
terests.” the eminent
economist added. Yo

"The land acquisition pro-
cess of the government is
cumbersome.” said a high offi-
cial of a line ministry. ere
is a shortage of land acquisi-
tion officers which delay the
process. If the contractors of
the projects are given the re-
sponsibility to manage land, it
may quicken the process and
at the same time the land-
sellers will get just prices.
This will also b down the
cost of land as it will eliminate
bribes and manipulation of
land prices.”

"The reimbursement prob-
lem is related with the PDs’
lack of interest or incompe-
tency in claiming money from

the central bank.” said a high
official of the Plannin
Commission. “The PDs shoul
be held responsible for smooth
fund inflow in case of reim-
bursable projects.”

"A number of ministries do
not hold regular evaluation
meetings which alse should be
seriously addresséd to." said
another official. "Those min-
istries which regularly holds
such meetings show quite
good performance in project

implementation. For example,
the energy ministry, which
hold these meetings has im-
plemented 71 per cent of its

projects till now which is quite
good.
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