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grounted.”

DID U' KNOW?
(The Professor does)

HAT even heroes hawve th-
T eir heroes. In a game like
ericket which is effectively an

individual as well as a team .

sport, stars are not as
egocentric as we mortals may

s 5

Eansle Cronje, the South
African skipper, considers,
Brian Lara the world’s best. So,
it might be interesting to find
out what is Lara's opinion. If
he is the world's best, there
can't be anyone better. But,
Lara thinks otherwise. The
holder of the highest test are
first-class scores thinks he is
not as great as Viv Richards.

The troubl! ++4th Lara's
modesty is the! .. ‘ham Gooch
and Riclde Richarndson has lit-
tle doubt that indeed the in-
credible run machine from
West Indies is the best bats-
man under the sun.

Does all this mean that Sa-
chine has no fans among the
irf:ata'? Hardly! David n,

ustralia's mainstay for several
ears and Mohammad- Az-
aruddin, Indias most success-
ful captain (ever) (Gavaskar,
lease note), considers Sochin

endulkar as havi an ﬁ i
uﬁiﬂﬂ

head on young sho
the very best.

The professor will abstain
from casting his opinion un-
less, of course. there is a tie.

WHiZZ KID

Ma Junren is a famous—coach

Swimming | Athletics Hockey
. | Who are the Cup sponsors of the
next Sharjah cricket tournament?

Pepsi Coca-Cola Sprite
The recently concluded The Datly
Star World Cup cricket quiz was

Russian boxers
to the fore

VEJLE, Denmark, Apr 7:

Three Russians, led by super-
heavyweight Alexei Lezin, gai-
ned title bouts durin gﬂl-
urday's second semifinal ses-
sion in the 31st European

Amateur Euxiﬂl}g Champion-
s

Emﬁ; report :
ssia, Germany and Bul-

garia will have four finalists
each in Sunday's championship

meet

session of the six-day
that also is a qualifying event
for the Summer Olympics in
Atlanta.

Lezin will meet Ukraine's
Viadimir Klitchko in the su-
perheavy (over 91-kilo) class.
Lezin, the reigning world
champion, won on walkover
over Monse of :
who was tﬂniluumd in the quar-
terfinals earlier this week. Kl-
itchko decisioned Attila Levin

‘of Sweden 7-0 in the other

semifinal.

The other Ruu.‘.an finalists

were Albert Pakeev, who deci-
sioned Damaen Kelly of Ireland
9.3-in the 51-kilo class and
Ramazi Paliani, who scored a
9-3 decision over Scott Harri-
m of Scotland in the 57-kilo

's two semifinal wi-

nners came in lighter divi-'
sions, Mikhailov S [E[é:f

kilo) and Seraf
T

in 47.5 overs (Nahnu 56, Su-
21. Shahed Mehmud 19;

5/14)
KC: 185 for 4
in 40.2 overs (Partho 56, Li-
ton 38, Akram . Bulbul

decimated their arch-rivals
Mohammedan
ti

Sporting Club's
tle hopes when the Dhari-

mondi outfit handed the black

and whites a cr siX-
wicket defeat in a crucial
Premier ‘cricket su league
match at the Dhaka Stadium
erday.
ru‘tl‘he gangling Jahangir
Talukder, popul known as
‘danger Dulu', captured five
wickets for 14 runs, took
two brilliant catches and ef-
fected a vital run out as Mo-

hammedans, sent into bat in

the by Abahani skip-
per Akram Khan, could
muster a defendable total.

In reply, Abahani,
by a century partnership for
Lge first wicket between Imran
Hamid Partho and Harun-ur
Rashid Liton, rattled up the
1 ted runs with six wickets
in bank to pull off a memo-
rable victory with more than
nine overs to spare in the 50-
over-a-side match.

With this defeat Mo-
hammedans, who began their
six-team super league cam-

| daunting task of wi

i R ey
DULU ...versatile blitz

with a four-point lead
Emli'lmtheir nearest rlf:;ls in the
fray. are now left with the
their
last match against B adesh
Biman to lift the title.

On the otherhand Abahani,
who are already out of the
league race, with this win ex-
acted a sweet e, this be-
ing their first win against their
formidable opponents in the
last two seasons.

Moreover, the outcome of
yesterday's match gave a sen-
sational twist to an otherwise
one-sided affair as the title
race turned into a heady three-
way battle between Mo-
hammedans, Bangladesh Bi-
man and Brothers Union. 4

But for the high-flying Mo-
hammedans, who went into
the match with a strong line-
up against an otherwise de-
pﬂ:te opponent, the defeat
served a stunning blow.

Still it was a well-deserved
victory for a spirited Abahani,
who appearing with an all local
outfit, outclassed Moham-
medans in every department
with experienced Dulu leading

Sports Reporter
the charge.

who Hﬁ through the Mo-
IS order, started

the rot in the third over when
he dismissed Pakistan-recruit
and Nadeem Younis for
five. then had a shaky Selim

Shahed (2) caught at extra-
cover to reduce Mo-
hammedans to
6.1 overs.
Jahangir, the other Mo-
hammedans opener. with a
plucky 18, tried to stick
around for a while but when
right-arm seamer Ruhul Nia-
mur Rashid uprooted his

off-
stu Hniumnmdmnrlun?ed
into per trouble with 3/31

in 12.3 overs.
Things tumed graver when
ever-dependable Mohamme-

i a_-.,ql:ﬁﬂ-_‘gi.‘:::-_-._':"”-.‘::'-i.":'.'-' . TR

13 for two In

'AKC's triumph over trivia

Rahul, who evenly shared four
w{!‘f:. among l}l;;n

x a rather easy tar
on a m artificial turf, Ag'
hani were given a flying start
by their openers Partha and

Liton, whe put on 102 runs in’

22.2 over.

Left-handed Partho, who in
the recent past has earned the
reputation of being a pinch-
hitter, took full advantage of
the first 15 overs field-restric-
tion with a strokeful 56 off 73
deliverjes embellished with
eight hits across the rope. At
the other end Liton scored a
Paumt 38 before Abahani suf-
ered a mini-collapse.

Both Partha and Liton were
dismissed Aminul Islam
Bulbul in quick-succession
while tall national new-ball

" i , :
e’ ” R
" W
y st

Mohammedan opener Jahangir pulling a no-ball Abahani's
from Rahul during yesterday's clash of the arch-rivals.

dans skipper Aminul Islam
Bulbul was run out tn a terrible
mix-up with Litu after scoring
only 16. Litu soon followed -his’
skipper when Dulu struck
again in the 23rd over and

ohammedans were reduced
to 69 for five.

After that horrible start
Mohammedans never a
up to the task of scoring a
commanding total and it was
only a brilliant 55 by Minhazul
Abedin Nannu that lifted the
score to some respectability.

Nannu., the most experi-
enced but in the country who
helplessly watched wickets
tumbling at the other end at
regular intervals, hammered
six fours in his polished 80-
ball knock before playing on a
Dulu in-cutter on to his
stumps.

Dulu, who., later removed
wicket-keeper Nasu, finished
with an enviable analysis of 10-
4-14-5. He was well supported
by national slow left-armer
Enamu)] Huq Moni and young

— Star photo

bowiler Hasibul Hossain Shanto
accounted for the scalp of one-
down Khaled Masud Pilot (5)
as Abahani were reduced to
130 for three in 29.1 overs.

And, when Akram feel after
a rapid-fire 36 off 33 balls a
glimmer of ho lined the
Mohammedan cloud. But an
undefeated 37-run fifth wicket
artnership between Anup
13) and Dulu (17). the
crowd's choice of the day,
steered Abahani to victory
without further damage.

Dulu, undoub the man-
of-the-match., who enthralled
the sparse audience with his
unorthodox batting, concluded
the chase with a fitting reverse
sweep to complete his savoury
day of cricket. |

With this winr Ababhani
raised their tally to 20 points
from 15 matches while Mo-
hammedans remained glued to
their previous collection of 24,
also playing as many matches.

ATHENS, Apr 7:
The flame that will
burn at the Su-
mmer Games be-
gan its long jour-
to Atlanta on
Saturday as the city that hos-
ted the first modern Olympics
celebrated their rebirth 100
s ; reports AP.

Athﬁ%?eu from the United
States, Greece and the eight
other countries that took part
in the 1896 Games competed
in four track and six field
events in the 1,666-year-old
all-marble Panathinaic Stadium
that hosted the first modern

Olympics.

The flame lit one week agn‘

by the sun's rays at the ancient
sanctuary of Olympia was the
centerpiece of the celebration
to mark the centennial, at-
tended by more than 25,000
Athenians who braved a windy
evening and a cold drizzle to
watch the ceremonies.

"This was a historic cere-
mony even though we did not
have Greece's traditional wea-
ther." said IOC President Juan
Antonio Samaranch. "On this
100th anniver it me
to salute Greece, cradle of
an ancient civilsation and the.
Olympic movement.

The celebration and reen-
actment was an effort by the
I0OC to mend fences with Gree-
ce after it chose Atlanta over
sentimental favourite Athens
for the centennial Games.

Altho the bitterness of
many s has waned, much
‘of the resentment still lies just

| below the surface. _
them the flame,"

"Don't
a lone was heard to cry
as the torch entered the silent

tlnﬂdnrhmed-twum-ftei-:

week-long 1.562-mile relay
around Greece,

"Greece, Greece.," the rest
of the crowd then chanted as a
goup of 50 children sitting in

e stands and hdlding a ban-
ner reading "Athens 96" ' lit
candles.

Athens Mayor Dimitris Avra-
mopoulos later told the crowd
that his city would make fits
bid fof the 2004 Games a
‘sacred common goal that will

unite all G ;i
" The celebrations to mark

the centennial began with 121
athletes dressed in simple tan-

colored shorts and shirts
competing in the events that
marked the rival of a Greek
tradition dating back at least
2.772 years

Athens relives sensation

. The nth;e.-r countries that'

Elz_uut:tpated were Germany,
ance, Britain, Hungary, Aus-
tria, Australia, Denmark and
Chile. -

“To have been here to take
part in the reenactment and to
compete here with all the his-
tory is just overwhelming.”
said Roger Kingdom, gold me-
dalist in the 110-metre hurd-
les at the 1984 Los Angeles
Games,

Swedes rout
Indians

CALCUTTA. Apr 7. Swe-
den’'s Nicklas Kulti and Jonas
Bjorkman took just three

hours to win their reverse sin-
and a 50 rout of

-nﬂltnthdrbm;lxw

reports :

Lander Paes 6-3, 6-7, 7-6 In a
dead rubber reduced to the

best of three sets. Eor‘h:nnrl
beat Mahesh Bhupathi 6-2, 6-4
in the final match on the grass
court.

Sweden, five times Cup
winners, will meet either the
Czech republic or defending
champions the United States

in the semifinals in Septem-
ber.

The Swedes, pl with-
out former Wim cham-
pion Stefan Edberg who de-

clined to go to India because
he was worried about falling il
had taken a winning 3-0
after Friday's

singles
arﬂﬁaturdafnm
Kulti broke Paes in the

1 | third and ninth games of the -

first set. Paes won the second
set on a tiecbreak and held on
in the third for another
tiebreak, which the Swede

won 8-6.

The tie started amid had
fee on both sides after the
Swedes complained about
customs delays which held up
food and equipment they were
bri in and their captain
Carl-Axel H was quoted
in the Swedish press as
the fixture could become a

“hate match.”

Indian nMnW
to the International Tennis

Federation (ITF) about the re-
ported remarks.
But Hage
day that he

mi

said on Sun-
Had been

¢ have no complaint,”
Hltﬂhog said. "The problem
with the customs was over
with the help of the organisers
on Tuesday night. | could not
take up the matter with the
Swedish press because | was
bus with the matches. | will
deal with the reports once |
get back.”

“I am proud of my s and
they did will against a very
pood Indian team.” Hagéskog
wided

Chen grabs
spotlight

BEIJING. Apr 7. Sixteen-
year-old Chen Yan, a powerful
new talent in China's chall
for the Atlanta Games,
lected herfourth title of the
Chinese Olympic
winning the womens me-
Etrgaﬂﬂﬂc in Tianjin on

t Y. Feports. :

Chen, who made inter-
national bow in the World Cup
series ‘earlier this year, won
the 400 individual medley and

400 freestyle and sh first
I;:lat:'t in the 200 freestyle ear-
ier in the week. she also fin-

ished third in the 200 individ-
ual mediey.

But while Chen has flour-
ished. the trials have been, a
disaster for world champion
He Cihong. who pulled out of
Saturday's 200 metres back-
stroke through illness.

He, who finished second
equal in Wednesday's 100
backstroke more than two
seconds outside her world
record. has been out of the in-
ternational picture since the
1994 World Championships in
Rome where she won the 100
and 200 backstroke.

"She got a fever last night,”
national assistant head coach
Zhou Ming said but added that
the chances of her failing to
make the squad for Atlanta_
were slight.

He's personal coach Wang
Lin said he needed to concen-
trate on the Asian Champi-
onships which begin in
Bangkok on April 12, adding
that the lack major competi-
tion was the main reason for

he’s failure. |
R . B
theday

HILTON HEAD, South Caro-
lina,,Apr 7: Rain forced the
postponement of all matches
at the 926,250 dollars Family
Circle Cup tennis tournament
on Saturday, r Reuter.

The two semifinal singles
matches, between top seed
Conchita Martinez of Spain and
Barbara Paulus of Austria, and
between second seed Arantxa
Sanchez Vicario of S
sixth seed Jana Novotna of the
Czech Republic, will be played
this morning. The final will be
played in the afternoon.

col-

trials by

| ing.

pain and

China's rising star Chen Yan powers through the pool during the women's 800 metres
freestyle at the China Swimming Championships in Tianjin on April 6. Chen completed her
fourth victory at meet and is considered a Olympic gold prospect in Atlanta. -

| ' — AFP/UNB photo

Gleeming winners of The Daily Star-Philips Cricket World Cup Quiz Bumper Round: (L to R.]'
Mohammad Nuruzzaman (3rd), Md Monirul Hoque (1st), Kamran R Chewdhury (2nd) and

Md Anwarul Hassan (3rd).

— Star photo

ARNOS VALE, St

Vincent, Apr 7 Tri

ra and Phil Simmo-
ns both hit thri-
lling centuries to

the West Indies to a
comfiortable seven wicket vic

tory over New Zealand Satur
day to clinch a five-match
series, reports AP

With exciting strokepla
that kept the crowd of 9. (X
on its feet for most of the
match. Lara hit 104 and man
ol the-match Simmons an un
beatlen 103 to rescue the Went

- 7 "
‘ .T .1y

nidadians Brian La-

NS

'HIL SIMMO .mom
Indies from 31 for two and
propel the West Indies to its
victory target of 242 with nine
balls to spare.

Winning captain Courtney
Walsh said afterward that star
batsman Lara had promised
him success before the deci-
sive fifth and [inal match that
won the series of one-day in-
ternationals 3-2 for the home
team.

"Lara said to me this morn-
that whatever we do,
were going to win this one. I
said I'm going to bank on you
for that,” Walsh said. "l am
pretty pleased for him and am
also very glad Simmo (Simmo-
ns) got a hundred as well.”

The pair added a record
186 in 31 overs for the third
wicket that virtually decided
the outcome of the match.

When Lara was oul. playing
a lazy pull at Chris Cairns, 25

were still needed from 47
balls.
But Simmons. then 92,

took over and brought up his
century with a pulled four thatl
also sealed the victory. .
Lara's second century of the
series, following his dazzling,

indies wear Kiwis d

ternational century
124 balls with 10 fours and
two sixes. It was the 32-year-
old's first international centu
since his last inst Sout

Africa in the Caribbean In
1992. almost four years ago to
the day

New Zealand had removed
both openers cheaply to take
the early edge when the West
Indies started their reply.

Philo Wallace, back in in
ternational cricket for the first
time in four years. was out for
a duck off the last ball of the
first over, from off-spinner Di-
pak Patel

Shivnarine Chanderpaul
made 13 before frustration

the better of him and he e

out to long-on off Chris Harris.

But then Lara and Stimmons
took over and New Zealand
captain Lee Germon, despite
using seven bowlers. could not
get the break through

Earlier, half centuries from
Germon and left-hander Ste-
[llh-f.‘ﬂ Flrmlnf had formed the
yackbone of New Zealand's
total of 241 for eight off 50
overs

Lrermon and Fleming added
120 for the third wicket in
24 .4 overs

Germon's even 50 off 66
balls included three bound-
aries and was his best score of
the series

Fleming, who had made a

match-winning century in the
series secon

Trirfeiied etght h
a EPIl‘lw 75, strokin i
fours in 102 balls. ko

After they parted in quick
succession, only left-hander
Chris Harris and Justin
Vaughan eould maintain the

Gomez gains
WBC crown

MIAMI. Apr 7: Mexico's
Cuauhtemoc Gomez scored an
11th-round technical knock-
out over Purto Rico's Angel
Rosario to win the World Coun-
cil Caribbean Central American
Federation bantarhweight title
Saturday night. reports AP.

Gomez, the C's No. 4
ranked bantamweight, over-
came an early fight deficit, by
connecting head punches to
floor Rosario in the final sec-
onds of the 10th round.

In the cruiserweight title,
Uriah Grant stopped Ar-
gentina's Reynaldo Gimenez in
tl}%E ﬁrstdruﬂggd of a scheduled

-roun t, uslr::g a left jab
and right to the head. .

Grant, 35, of Jamaica and
now living in Miami. theh cau-
tiously pursued 30-year-old
Gimenez with solid lefts and
rights to the head. The unan-

protection
12 Plato’'s H 55 Bear hair
13 Verifiable 56 Outside the 7

14 Verdiopera  baseline

8 Period at 29 Charles

came off

L4
Al &

|
momentum. They realised 44
runs for the ninth wicket in
the last 7.4 overs.

Harris finished unbeaten on
42 off 49 balis, while Va

Wmﬂuﬂ-ﬂhla out

Left-arm spinner J
Adams had a career-best
of three for 50 off 10 overs for
the West Indies.

tween West Indies

e 'q.-.' : ; ' -...-' T 4 -
Py g vt o
' ] L R e e it e Ee

BRIAN LARA ...104

urday

NEW
Spearman ¢ Browne b Walsh 4
Astle ¢ Simmons b Ambrose 4
Germon ¢ and b Adams 50
Fleming ¢ Simmons b Adams . 75
Twose ¢ Browne b Chanderpaul 6

Caims c and b Adams | 8 |
Parore b Williams 23
Harris not out 42
Patel run out S
Vaughan not out ' 13

Fall of wickets: 1-10, 2-10;
3-131; 4-137; 5-154: 6-167;
7-189; 8-197.

Bowling O M R w
Ambrose 7 0 = 1
\Waish g 0 ¥ 1(nb-1w1
b~ D 04 :
Harper L 48

Adams v 0 8 3
Chanderpaul 8 0 3 1
Wilkams 3 0 8 1
WEST INDIES

P Wallace c Fleming b Patel 0
Chanderpaul c Twose b Harris 13

Lara c Patel b Caims 104
Simmons not out 103
Holder not out 13
Extras: (1b-2-w-6. nb-1) 9

Total: [3 wkts, 48.3 overs} 242
Fall of wickets: 1-0; 2-31;

match-winning 146 not out in  swered blows finally prompted ~ 3-217.
the third match exactly a week  referee Jorge Ortiz to stop the O M R w
ago in his native Trinidad. was fight at i:Sgﬁ Patel 10 1 46 1 (w-1)
his ninth overall in 103 With Rosario exhausted by . Larsen 8 2 3I 0
matches. The 26-year-old left- the 1lth round of the ban- Harris 8 0 48 1
hander faced 103 deliveries tamweight fight, Gomez pre- Vaughan 10 0 370 (nb-1)
and struck 10 fours and one  ssed with short combinations Caims 83 0 49 1 (w-2)
six. that featured lefts, rights and  Astle 2 0 14 0 (w-1)

His stand with Simmons uppercuts. The onslaught fi- Fleming 2 0 15 0 (w-2)
broke the record third-wicket nally forced referee Bill Con- Result: West Indies won the
score for the West Indies nors to stop the fight at 35 match by 7 wickets
New Zealand of 127 between seconds of the round. West Indies won the series 3-
Desmond Haynes and Viv Ri- Rosario, 31, built an early 2
chards in An in 1985, advantage using quick combi- . Man-of-the-match: Phil

Simmons' {ifth one-day in- nations to Gamez's head. Simmons
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1 D U 4 F UDLZ.
Y s C : FOR GARDENER, PLAY-
- ING POKER WITH HIS LUCKY SUIT WAS
A SPADES.
L Today’s Cryptoquip clue: F equals L
LLCIE180 FILLLE The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one
A E%EHHE%EIJJHH letter stands for another. If you think that X eguals O, It
() G| [WINL | TEIMIATE] will equal O the puzzie. letters, 1
E EIVIEILINRIOIS]Y words and words using an you chues
] CIEW YINSIAKIE locating vowels. Solution is error.



