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Attack on JP
office protested

GAIBANDHA, Apr 7-: A

rotest ﬁucuuiun and meet-
gﬁdu{ a Jatiya Party was
Monday against .bomb at-

tack at Jatiya Party office.

A victory procession of BNP
while passing through Jatiya
Party office that night a bomb
exploded inside the JP office
in which three JP activists,
Shafiqul. Farhad and Rafiqul
sustained severe injuries. Lelt
democratic front held a meet-
ing Monday at local Shaheed
Miner demanding restoration
of law and order.

- Gun, stolen
- goods

recovered

BRAHMANBARIA. Apr 7 :
Police recovered a one-barrel
rifle from an abandoned house
at Kazipur in the poura area.
reports UNB.

Acting on a tip. police
raided the Kazipur area and
recovered the gun. last week.

Meanwhile, police recov-
ered some stolen goods from
Mourall area in the town. The
Eooda were stolen from the
Jhouse of a school teacher.

7,000 cubic feet
of timber seized

at Rangamati

RANGAMATI. Apr 7
Rangamati Forest Division
seized 7.005 cubic feet of teak
and "garai” timber worth about
Tk 50 lakh during the Tast six
months till March 30. reports
UNB.

According to a forest offi-
cial, the forest rangers seized
the timber with the help of lo-
cal people from different parts
of reserved forest.

Illegal felling of trees and
unauthorised passing of wood
from the deep forest have been
causing serious deforestation
in the area form a long period,
forest officials said.

However, the Forest Divi-
sion sold in auction the seized
timber at about Tk 16 lakh
during the period.

Khulna police
conmimissioner
blamed for

partisan role

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA, Apr 7: BNP and
JCD leaders at a rafly here flifs
afternoon strongly criticised
the Police Commissioner and
the Police Super of Khulna for
their alleged partisan role in
dtﬂmﬁcﬂth political clashes
after the formation of the care-
taker government.

Former MP Nargis Ali al-
leged that the police commis-
sioner and the police super

were harbouring the arrhed
terrorists of a political part
while har BNP and JC

activists. Shie said the two' po-
lice officers were acting as per
advice of local Awami league
leaders.

Meanwhile, the lialson com-
mittee in a press statement
alleged that JCD armed
terrorists wanted in connec-
tion with several murder cases
were still moving freely

A top police official denied
the charges.

Benapole Port
badly needs

a bus terminal

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE. April 7. Pas
ﬁﬂ’i’ trouble. traffic-jam
accidents import and
export problems are bec
more acute at Benapole Port
following absence of bus ter-
minal since long.
According to reports, hun-
dreds of buses. mini-buses.
private cars. coasters, tempos

and night coaches operate
commercial services to and

Fund crisis stalls Chalan

National

'Beel project again

From MA Ali Himu

7: The work

NATORE,
on Chalan Beel project is likely
to remain e for want

of fund even this year too, it is
learnt. .
The work on the 44 crore
taka project was started, in
1976 it was stopped in
1984 for financial crisis.
adesh Water Develop-
ment ard (BWDB) started
the pro in this region with
a view to control fl and ex-
traction of water. The Chalan
Beel project areas are divided
into 4 polders.
The polders included the
beel areas of Natore, Pabna,
a, Naogaon and Rajshahi
districts. .
Primarily World Food Pro-
gramme P} and Interna-
tional Development Agency

(IDA) financed the ?rﬂect.
The project includes con-

struction of 200k lonﬁ food
control embankment, l’(ﬁlng
of 300 km long canal, building
of 24 regulators, 250 sluice
gates, 55 bridges and 132 cul-
verts. :

One hundred ninety seven
km of flood control embank-
ment. 104  km of canal, 12
regulators, 93 sluice gates and
three bridges were completed
till 1984, a BWDB source in-
formed.

The work on the project
was stopped following a dis-
pute over construction of a
regulator at the mouth of the
river Baral near Ch at thana
of Rajshahi. the BWDB sources
"alleged.

At the bcginnlné of the

1993-94 f{inancial year, the
Board expected to start-the in-
complete works of the project

in 1994 4nd 1995. But the ef-
fort failed and new efforts
were taken to start the project
during this year. But the works
are unlikely to start during the
current year as well for fund
crisis.

At least 30 thousand farm-
ers of the beel areas under the
scheme have been sufferin
much for keeping the projec
incomplete.

The completion of the pro-
ject could save food grains on
2.14 lakh acres of land under
the ect area from flood and
could help produce an addi-
tional amount of food grains
worth about Taka 10 crore.

. The World Bank, however,
assured rehabilitation of the
project with the financial as-
sistance of some donor n-
cies, The implementation of
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the reh ahlllta.tlﬁn gmiumc

needs about Taka 10 crore but
no donor agency has yet
agreed to finance the ect.

The rehabilitation work in-
cludes construction of 426 km
lo embankment, di r:_%uf-
km of canal, construction
of 16 regulators, 57 sluice

tes, 171 km long road, four

ridges and 47 culverts, it is
learnt.

The BWDB, in this situation,
has taken up a decision to start
the rehabilitation rprn ramine
with the surplus ung of the
pm?ect- in FCD. But the Board
will not be able to complete
the work, it is learnt.

Farmers of the project areas
have urged the donor agencies
and the government to assist
the project immediately in the,
greater interest of the country.

Water gtagnation in Jagigani haors

-

SYLHET, Apr 7. Etandoi:]l%
paddy crops on about 30.
acres of land in the haors in
Jakiganj thana have gone un-
der water due to water stagna-
tion in the absence of any out-
let of waters. Excessive rains
for the last two days caused
the situation in the low-lying
areas. -

The huge croplands in the
Balai haor, Mailat haor and-
others ig the thana have been
inundated throwing thousands
of farmers into great worries.
The farmers have become to-
tally disappointed in the pre-
vailing situation.

It may be stated here that,
the water stagnation in the’
said croplands along the haors
in the thana had been caused
due to the blbckln% up of the
entry points of the canals
which originated from thé
rivers Surma and Kushiyara,
pass through the north and
south sides of the Jakiganj
thana years back. The situation
went serious during the last
few years due to the siltation of
almost all the canals. The
canals were blocked through
the construction of a number
of emba; ents. constructed
withott 'amy” -term ‘
said a number of leaders of the
area. The farmers ‘as well as
the people of the thana have
been demanding for cutting
the entrypoints of the em-

From Staff Correspondent
bankments with a view to fa-
cilitate the water flow from the
canals especially during the
monsoon every year. But the
concerned authorities took no
action in this regard causing
much inconvenience for the

farmers in general almost ey-

ear.

n July 1993 several thou-
sand farmers went to the en-
trypoint of the Telikhal em-
bankment to cut the same. But,
a contingent from the nearby
border out post of BDR
swooped on them and as nan
as five persons were shot dead.
Later, the government consti-
tuted a one-member enquiry
commission with a District
Judge for a Judicial enquiry
into the incident. The com-
mission headed by the District
Judge of Kishoreganj Md An-
warul Haque submitted its re-
port to the Government with
some specific suggestions. But
the report is yet to be pub-
lished. No action in the light of
the report has also been taken

\ yet.

It ts learnt from reliable
sources that. the commission
suggested for opening the en-
try points of almhc canals in
Jakiganj thana with a view to
facilitating the huge croplands
for cultivation as wefll as to save
the crops from early flood and
water stagnation which occur
almost every year. Due to the

Standing crops on 30,000
acres inundated

crop damage every year, thou-
sands of farmers in the thana
have been facing a great lpss. A
good number of farmers are
becoming being hardhit eco-
nomically. Many are compelled
to sell their croplands, even

many of them sold out their
homesteads.

In the prevailing situation,
the number of landless farmers
are on rise. A number of

farmers had also been engaged
with smuggling to earn their
livelihood in this bordering
thana.

While talking to this corre-
spondent, the secretary of
Jakiganj Krishak Sangram
Parishad Faizur Rahman Kho-
shru said .the authorities
should take up a programme to
open the starting points of all
the canals originated from the
rivers Surma and Kushiyara
with a view to save the 30.000
acres of croplands from inun-
dation every year as well as to
save the thousands of poor

farmers of the thana. The 90 .

per cent of the population have
to depend on these lands. he
added. He further said that. a
number of deputations had
been sent to the Water Devel-
opment Board as well a8 td-the
Administrative officials in this
regard. But, no effec.ive mea-
sure has yet been taken. It has
angered the people of the re-
gion, he viewed.
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Work on academic buildings

MOULVI BAZAR. Apr 7: The
construction work of academic
bufiding of Rajnagar De
College remains aba

According te an official
source, construction of a two-
storeyed buillding of the col
le been taken in 1994.
15 financial year by the facill
lies Department of the Min
:uuzﬂul' Education at an esti
ma cost of Taka 25 lakh.
which was Jeft incomplete
causing difficulties to the stu-
dents,

College source alleged that
the contractor, who was ap-
pointed for construction work
through tender, started work
in May 1995. The contractor,
however, tompleted the work

of pillars and roofs of the two-
floors, but walls to be
constructed. Not only this.
without any notice of col-

lege authority, the contractor
left the work about six months
AR

In the meantime, the facili-
lies department has approved
another scheme o0 construct
2nd floor of the same building
in ate schedule and an
adcm-.l'!‘m 10 lakh has
been sanctioned for this, But as
u&:mﬁ Iu!;:ttdukm

hr:ll?iﬂt contrac-
tor, the Facilities Department
could not call the tender for
the second schedule

The college autherity in-
formed the matter {0 the
engineers of the Facilities De-
partment Several timnes but no
sieps have been taken against

From Our Correspondent

the contractor and there are
no arrangement to complete
the remaining work of the first
schedule work after passing of
more than six months

A relilable source said that
some activists of a powerful
student organisation of Rajna-

Ar Degree College unit al-
egedly demanded toll from
the sald contractor in the
name of their party confer
ence. After (ailing to collect
toll from the contractor the
angry workers of the said stu-
dents organisation damaged a
portion of the newly con
structed half done building. it
is sald. The contractor in-
formed about the incident te
the authority of the project
work, it was learnt.

When contacted, a field
engineer of the Facilities De-
partment said that, the situa-
tion of Rajnagar Degree Co

construction was duly
informed to them and they are
rying to re-start the remain-
ing work of the first schedule
of the . They will soon
invite lender for the work of
2nd schedule of . the same

The neer explained that
according to the first schedule
— nd floor and fArst Moor
will he com and the sec-
ond schedule is entitled for
the work of second floor of the
building. A total of Taka 135
lakh was sanctioned for the
two schedule of which Taka 25
lakh is for first one. He also
added that if the situation

remain incomplete

demands they will cancel the
work of the contractor who
was appointed for the work of
first schedule and left the
work’ incomplete. But after
passing six months, there are
no initiative to start the re-
maining work of the said build-

milflldrl this, "The Saifur
Rahman Bhavan' of Rajnagar
Degree College also remained
incomplete for want of fund.
According to the source of the
college the 'Saifur Rahman
Bhavan, another academic
bullding was financed by the
then finance minister M Saifur
Rahman

Alter expenditure of Taka
ten lakh, only fifty percent
work had been completed it
still remains abandon. It is al-
leged that large scale malprac-
tice had taken place duﬂnF: its
construction work. Without any
tender. the work of the Saifur
Rahman Bhavan was supervised
by a developmedt committee
which was constituted with
some local leaders. The said
development committee failed
to compiete the building even
after enguMing Taka Ten lakh.

Alter ing of two yea:'s,
further fund was nt veu allot-
ted to compiete the work and
the comm¥*-- even now is
waiting for further fund.
Teachers and students of the
collese urged the authorities
concern to complete the
work of two academic build-
ings immediately.
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CHANDPUR: Rivers Meghna and Makatia threatened fresh areas in Natun and Puran
Hm areas 1n Chandpur town. Last veek more areas came under attack from river

ETOS10TM.
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Loan money
worth Tk 61 cr
remain

outstanding

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET. Apr 7: A total
amount of Taka 61 crore 6
lakh 54 thousand loan money
has been lying outstandin
with different banks in the
thanas of the district of Habi-
ganj. Authorities have regis-
tered a total of 1853 certifi-
cate cases to realise an amount
of Taka 3 crore 77 lakh
62.000.

Of thig, 245 certificate cases
has been started for a total
claim of Taka one crore 4 1
10 thousand in Habiganj sadar
thana, 280 cases for a total
claim of taka 42 lakh 54 thou-
sand in Madhabpur. 304 cases
for a total of Taka 59 lakh 89
thousand in Ajmiriganj. 461
cases for realising Taka one
crore one lakh 7 thousand in
Baniachang and 355 cases for
Taka 17 lakh 18 thousand in
Bahubal thana. Due to lodging

sof these cases. a legal measure

are being taken-against the
poor farmers. Many farmers
are now compelled to sell out
their tilling bullocks even
some of them have sold their
homesteads to pay arrear loan
amounts, in the remote areas,
of the district. :
Besides. due to the abnormal
rise in the prices of agricul-
tural inputs like fertjlizer. irri-

gational equipment and natural’

calamities. the number of poor
and marginal farmers had been
on increase for the last few
years in different thanas of the
district.

Mysterious

murders

From Our Correspondent

JHENAIDAH. Apr 7 Dead-
bodies of two brothers were
recovered from Arappur stand
in the town this morning

(Saturday).

According to reports. two
brothers Bankar, 9. and San-
kar. 7. of village Nischintapur
in Kaliganj union of the district

were missing from their house
at about 4 pm yesterday Today
lice recovered the bodies.

e bodies were sent to the
Jhenidah Sadar hospital
morgue i '

Police sources said both the
children might have been
killed due to village enmity. It
was reported that Jogendra
Nath Das, the father of the
children was also abducted
about two years back and he
was yet to be rescued police
sources said.

Oldman stabbed
to death

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Apr 7. An old man
was stabbed to death by a
young man at village Shaleswar
under Biswanath thana here
Friday

Abdus Sattar, 70, died on
the spot when the youth of his
nﬂﬁhhuurmg house hit him
with a ral a field.

The two locked into an al-
tercation, when the youth
went to the field of Sattar to

bring back his duck. At one
stage, the youth stabbed him.
fter the incident. the

outh has gone into hiding
e body was sent to hospital
for autopsy.
A case has been filed

A fax machine
so badly needed

Frem Our Correspondent
MAGURA, Apt 7: Traders

| general people and journalists

can not get fax facilities due tc
absence of fax machine at PCC
or Post Office in Magura town,
it was learnt.

Accord to the reports,
there is no fax machine at Pub-
lic Call Office or District Post
Office. As a result traders,
journalists and general people
face problem to send emer-

ency news [from Magura. A
arge number of people in the
district out of the district.
Their rel
emergency news. They can not
send news due to lack of fax
-machine in Magura town.

The journalists of the Ben-

i and English dailies face a
ot of problems to send news
too. Due to lack of fax machine
they have to send news by

lelephone. [t is not easy to get
telephone line from here.
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sons and recovered
arms in separate drives in the 4
city during last two days.

drive at the Bani Bhaban of Ja-
%annath Universit

the city recovered a pipe-gun,
a toy revolver, two bombs and

raw materials for
bombs.

during the raid at around 5:30
am yesterday. Two cases were
filed with Sutrapur thana,

branch of police recovered 38
bullets in another raid at Omar
Ali*Lane in Golshan thana Sat-
urday night, police said.

Akter Hossain, 26, Ismail, 23.

picked up from the spot. A
case has been filed with Gul-
shan thana.

M A Haq's death

Biswas yesterda
profound shoc

Haq, report a

the President said that
was

mass literacy programme,

Government Muhammad Habi-
bur Rahman yesterday expre-

death of former minister M A
Hagq. reports UNB.

he appreciated the role of late
Haqg in various social activities

in the flelds of country’s social
and

+ the salvation of the departed
soul and expressed deep sym-

pathy to the bereaved family
members.

Fm‘rner minister MA Haq.

ily and prayed for the salvation
ol the departed soul.

Division Development Council

ter MA Haq will be held to-
morrow after Asar prayers at
the city, reports BSS.

mirers have been requested to

Asfia wins Rotary

Scheol won the first

Dilkusha, says a

and Fayza Fatheen Haider. all
from the Scholastica School.

ot
,Fnurth position prizes respec-
tively

Interrtational’'s Programme —
Commitment to
Community, — Rotary
Dilkusha had recently held the

‘How to Make the World a Bet-
ter Place to Live in.”

9 arrested, arms

recovered
By Staff Enrr;‘:rspcndent

Police arrested nine per-
illegal

Sutrapur police in a special

at Iswar
as Lane in the older part of

making

Six persons were arrested

Meanwhile, the detective

ree persons identified as

nd Abdul Hakim. 22. were

condoled

President Abdur Rahman
expressed his
at the sad
emise of former minister M A
ncies. :
In a condolence message
Haq
a devoted social worker
nd contributed immensely to

Chief Adviser
Chief Adviser of Caretaker

sed prolound shock at the
In a condolence message,

recalled his contributions

"

political arena.

Habibur Rahman prayed for

Hasina
Awami League President

heikh Hasina yesterday ex-
ressed shock at the death of

In a,message, she also ex-
ressed her sympathy to the
iembers of the bereaved fam-

Svihet Divisi
Dev Council

The leaders of Sylhet

esterday expressed their
eep condolence at the death
[ lormer minister MA Hagq.

Qul tomorrow

Quikhwani of former minis-

is residence, Sylhet House,
2 Avoy Das Lane, Tikatuli in

Friends, relatives and ad-

ttend the qul

poster contest

Asfia Mahin, a student of
lass V of Willes Little Flower
prize of
he poster competition, ar-
anged by Rotary Club of
ess release.

Narisa Ah . Ashga Musa

the second, third and

in celebration of the Rotary

and
‘lub of

amil

ompetition on the subject

World Health Day observed -

Low-cost h

Adviser of Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Major General
(retd) Abdur Rahman Khan
yesterday laild emphasis on
proper planning. and imple-
mentation, of the city for pro-
motion of public health in the
urban areas, reports BSS.

Addressing a function or-
E!anised to mark the World

ealth Day at the College of
Surgeons in the city, he said
unplanned urbanisation and
over crowding in cfties are
causing health hazards in the
country's urban areas.

Gen Khan suggested devel-
opment of low-cost housing
projects for the slum dwellers
who constitute a major part of
city population. He observed
that the atmosphere of the
slums are causing severe
health hazards. ' o

SB Chy condole

death of US
commerce secy

Adviser for the Ministries
of Industries, Commerce, Jute

{ and Textiles Shegufta Bakht

Chaudhuri yesterday ressed
his deep shock at ﬁ: sad
demise of US Commerce Sec-
retary Ronald Brown in an air
crash along with other US offi-
cials and businessmen in Croa-
tia on April 4, reports BSS.

In a condolence message,
SB Chaudhuri said, "at his
premature death. US has lost
one of her great sons.”

ousing proj
for slum-dwellers stress

- in the city

a -
) -

-
Secretary of Health ahd
Family Welflare Syed Ahmdéd

Secretary of Local Govern
division

Alamﬁ.r Farug Chowc
hury. World Health {grg :
tion (WHO) Representative fin
Bangladesh Dr W Hardio
Tanojo and Director Generall of
Health Prof Shamsuddin Sd-
;iilqi also spoke on the occh-.
o .

The theme of the 48th ah- -
niversary of WHO is 'healt y
cities for better life’. - v

Khan, himself a. doctdr.
identified drug addition as ah-
other major hazard in the d-
ties and observed that tHis
habit is causing other socfal
problems.

He stressed the need for
using pure water not only fpr
drinking but also for otHer
household purposes to chepk
different water-borne diseasds.

Another report from Clg
adds: World Health Day was dt
served in the port city throuf
various programmes under t}k
auspices of World Health Dy
observance committee,

UNB from Khulna adds: The
World Health Day was observed
as elsewhere
throughout the country. '
To mark the day, Khulna
Health Division organised vari-
ous programmes, including
rally. children exhibition apd’
discussion.
The discussion meeting on
the theme of the day. was held
at the PTI auditorium in hfﬂc

| I T
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Call to curb use of black

money in polls

General secretary of the
Communist Party of Bangld"
desh (CPB) Mujahidul Islam
Selim yesterday said that free
and impartial election was not
possible without eliminating
‘money-game”’, muscle power
and religious provocation, re-
ports BSS.

Addressing a party rally in
the city yesterday afternoon
Selim called upon the care-
taker government to promul-
ﬁale ordinance for curbing all

inds of factors which might
push illegal influence in hold-
ing free and fair polls.

Held in front of the CPB of-

fice at Purana Paltan the rally
was presided over by part
Mohanagari chief Morshed Alj
while central leaders Na#nul
Ahsan Mizan, Mahbub Alam,
Ruhin Hossain Prince and Kafi
Ratan spoke on the occasion.
Mujahidul Ia{lam Selim said
despite establishment of care-

% Weather

Rain, gusty
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L - T r
taker government at the-cest
of valuable lives of many peo
and asf&:h result of long
ment of the le there is
to take meam by the n Fﬂ
party government to declare
war criminals and bank-lo
d:liaultcrs as not eligible for
taking part in the polls.

The CPB leader called
the people to remain alert
that ‘the future parh t
miﬁht not turn into a 'club’
millionaires’. He stressed
need for sending true repre-
sentatives of working masses

in the parliament to ¢ for-
ward the struggle for esta -
ing social justice and exploita-
tion-free society. 1
The meeting was followe
by a procession which
the main city streets. ro-
cessjonists qarried "red-flags”

and chanted slogans in favour

of socialism and fair-polls.

r . .k‘l‘ ..-ll;"'f'.l LI g . " . r
l"."l“.i".f‘f‘}".f ..l.-f.:-"'ll." ']
FNeNs -.-‘:';\‘,r‘-::.:‘-:t;"l-,t‘-}'

it '-I'.I..i .-p._i'.r-.a.,- Fe
. "ll'lf'.l".i"‘.;".ll-'_ll". 2
® PR B i i i e

wind likely |

Rain or thundershower accompanied by temporary gusty

* or squally wind is likely at one or two pl
sion in the next 24 hours till 6 pm today
Met Office says weather may remain

across the country.

aces over Sylhet divi-’
. reports ;
mainly dry

Slight rise in day temperature is likely throughout the'

country. :
T:Ha 's highest tem
rttﬂrdedyai Rajshahi an
at Teknal.

am terday. :

rature 385 d
Ishurdi and the

Meantime. Sylhet had 7 mm rain in the last 24 hours till 6

s Celsius was!
t 17.7

)

e Sun sets today at 6:18 pm and rises tomorrow at 5:4!1

AT

The maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity

recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday are:

City /Town Temperature Humidity in *
in Celsins percentage

max min MIS

Dhaka 37.0 24.9

Chittagong 32.6 21.3 70

Rajshahi 38.5 22.4 68 41

Khulna ° 37.0 23.4 71 53

Barisal 35.6 24.2 © 88 64

Sylhet 320 - 208 83 70

Dhaka City Corpor

ation (DCC) erganised a folkdong festival in front of the Jativa Press C

in observance of World Health Day yesterday.




