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accelerated and lost control

near the town of Temecual, about 60 miles (100 km) north of

the US Mexican Borde.

Bonino makes secret visit to Sudan.

European commissioner for European

JAflairs Enmuna Bonino

made a secret visit to southern Sudan Saturday, and warned

afterwards that
massive famine,

hting in Jonglei Province could lead to
from Ken

Bonino is the first senior political re to visit the south

;ﬁtmm‘a“ﬂﬂl war started in 1983
pla §$' cam

from Sudan's harc]:r'wiu:lh Ugmi:ll. was
Khartoum government even though

The trip to the
13 kilometers (eight miles)
negotiated with the

the area is held by the

rebel Sudan Peoples Liberation Army (SPA).

HI'B claims four in PaI'iBI.tﬂrc;uum

three stories of an eight-story a

killing four

ﬁnph and seriously injuring on Saturday nigh . AP reports

Five utﬁﬂ' residents of the

in north-central Paris

sufiered smoke inhalation, authorities said.
The cause of the fire remained unclear. Firefighters
extinguished the blaze after about an hour,

Peruvian bus misha
least 18 people were killed and nine
swerved in heavy rain and plunged

killﬂ 18: A

jured when a bus
80 meters (yards) into a

Ravine in Peru's Andes Mountains, police said Saturday, AFP

reports from Cajamarca.

Mud hampered efforts to rescue survivors, who were taken
to hospital in the nearby town of Celendin, in the state of

Cajamarca.
Avalanche kills 6 in

uador:

avalanche of snow Saturday buried at lefist 20 mountain

climbers staying

in a shelter on the volcano Cotopax, killing

at least six of them, authorities said, AP reports from Quito .
"Six bodies were found and rescue crews were digging

through the snow.” said ngl Ta
miles (90 kilometers) south of

the province of Cotopaxi, 55
Quito.

a, a civil defence worker in

Arafat leaves for KSA *

"PLO police foil

4 suicide

bombings in Israel

GAZA CITY, Apr 7: Palestin-
lan police have foiled four
suicide bombings in Israel
- being prepared by the Islamic
Resistance Movement Hamas,
Euidenl Yasser Arafat said
‘®aturday, reports AFP,

Arafat, quoted by the
Palestinian news agency Wafa,
told his Cabinet mccttnf in the
West Bank town of Nablus that
several people preparing the
attacks were captured in the
Gaza Sirip.

Walia gave no further details.
- Since a spate of Islamic
suicide bombings in Israel that
killed more than 60 people be-
tween February 25 and March
4. Palestinian police have ar-
rested hundreds of suspected
militants.

_ Israel has made hundreds
~more arrests and closed
throwing 60.000 jobs in Israel
out of work and paralysin

businesses in the \Eh:st EanE
and Gaza.

~ On the economic front,
Arafat anncunced in Nablus a
man to create 50,000 jobs over

€ next three months, 20,000
'of them in April.

- Meanwhile,

Arafat was due to meet the
Secretary General of the Or-
Fa.t‘l.iﬁatlﬂn of the Islamic Con-
erence (OIC), Hamid Algabid,

later Saturday in the Gaza

Strip, Palestinian official said.
It was the first visit to Gaza
?)yu:tht chief of the 52-member

Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat left for
Saudi Arabia today to seek
su rt in de with Israel's
blockade of the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, officials said.

The officlals said Arafat
would meet with King Fahd
4::11.1rin§l the two-day visit, his
second to Saudi Arabia this
year.

Arafat was to brief Fahd and
cther Saudi leaders on the clo-
sure of the territories imposed
by Israel on February 25 at the
start of a suicide bombin
campaign against the Jewis
state by Islamic opponents of
the peace process.

"We are hoping for impor-
tant results from this visit to
help lift the suffering of our
nation,” Tayeb Abdel-Rahim
told the news agency Wafa.

SEOUL, Apr 7: South Kerean
frontline commanders were
ordered to standby in case of
emergency today after North
Korea sent armed troops into
the Demilitarised Zone (DMZ)
for the second straight day.

"All frontline commanders
from division heads to
leaders were ordered to stay
ready and on duty for an emer-
gency.” a Defence Ministry
spokesman told AFP.

The order came two days
after South Korea upgraded i{l

h

vigilance status Nort

Korea by a grade the cur-
rent Watch three to Waltch
Con two, which entails a

boosting of surveillance. he
said.

For the second consecutive
day on Saturday. North Korea
sent armed troops into the se-
curity area around the truce
village of Panmunjom in the
Demilitarised Zone (DMZ),
which divides the Korean
Peninsula.

The incident was a violation
of the rules governing the DMZ
under the 1953 armistice
agreement, which bans the
carrying of all but side-arms in
the Joint Securfty Area (JSA).

North Korea on Thursday
said it would no longer observe
the armistice rules governing
the DMZ.

The weekend North Korean
move prompted South Korea
lo Issue a special alert on its
side of the Joint Security Area
\JSA), with the nearby first
division to be ready for armed
clashes.

Earlier Reuter says. US
forces in South Korea main-
tained a higher level of
surveillance on Saturday after
two incursions by N Ko-
rean troops into the Demili-
tarised Zone (DMZ) dividing
North and South Korea, a Pen-

tagon spokesman said.

Civilians flee fearing all-out war

Fighting breaks out near
. Liberian capital

MONROVIA, Liberia, Apr 7:
Fearing all-out warfare, civil-
lans fled by the thousands to
escape violent clashes between

overnment troops and mem-

of an ethnic faction trying.

to prevent the arrest of their
. reports AP.

Witnesses said they saw at
least one body in the street,
that of a girl apparently killed
in crossfire.

. Violence erupted before
dawn Saturday as heavily
armed government troops
tried to force faction leader
Roosevelt Johnson from his
home in Sinkor, an eastern
suburb of the capital, Nonrovia.

“This city is no longer a safe
haven. Everywhere is gunfire,”
pne of the residents, Mer
Baxter, said as she fled wit
her three children. The
ptreets were lined with civil-
lans carrying bundles of
clothes of clothes on their

—

heads or pa their cars.

Johnson leads one of seven
rival gn:-uﬁs in Liberia's civil
war, which has persisted for
8ix years, most recently in vio-
lation of an August 1995 cease-
fire agreement. The war has
killed 150,000 people, and
forced half of the country's 2.6
million peoplé from their
homes.

Johnson was a member of
the transitional government:

seated after the cease-fire
agreement, but was later
pusted.

He is wanted on murder
charges stemming from
clashes that killed several
Fcuple in the capital last week,
or which his ethnic Krahn
E;S—.]L-:P is blamed. Johnson has

holed up in his house and
refused to surrender.

On Saturday, his followers

surrounded the house with
mortars .

the

Scuffle in
Georgian
parhament

TBILISI, Apr 7: Georgian
Enrllamentnr ans came o
lows as they discussed how to
brlnﬁ peace to the battle-weary
a province on Saturday,
reports Reuter.

A deputy of the rul Civic
Union Party, which backs
President uard Shevard-
nadze, set off the affray, by
accusing opposition deputies
of making inflammatory
remarks.

"The National Democrats
are stlrrin%;p anti-Russian
feeling in rgia with their
comments on thc Russian role
in the Abkhaz conflict.”" Nukzar
Nugaideli declared during the
second day of an emergency
session on the conflict.

"That's not true that's not
true” National Democrat Ma-
muka Georgadze declared, and
the two deputies approached
each other, shouting as
a grim-faced Shevardnadze
looked on.

Georgadze, a former
wrestler, hit his npgonmt in
the face, Dwarfing Nugaideli,
whose retaliator blows
seemed to make little impact.
chthcr deputies had to separate

em.

VHP gen secy
Ashok Singhal

arrested
AYODHYA, Apr 7: Police ar-
rested a senior leader as

he attempted to defy re-
strictions at the npnlﬁ:n: a

disputed Muslim mosque was
razed in northern India, offi-
cials sald today, reports
Reuter.

They said Ashok Singhal,

powerful General
of the Vishwa Hindu m
(VHP), was' arrested on

Saturday at Ayodhya in the
state of Uttar desh, where
Hindu zealots demolished a
16th century Mogul mosque in
1992.

Singhal leads a movement
to build a temple at the spot
believed by Hindus to be the
birthplace . of the God-King
Rama, was in the town, some
120 km from the state capital
of Luckhnow for a conference
of hnlr.mm. :
Politicians said Singhal's
efforts were aimed at wm
votes for the u nati
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in
the general elections begin-
ning on April 27.

" |Iranian pilgrims'
won't be tolerated : KSA

The spokesman said the
Pentm sition on the
brief incursions

remained the same as Friday,

when the Pentagon announced

it was s up surveillance.

“That still stands.” the
said

About 260 North Kofean
soldiers entered the sensitive
buffer zone on Saturday and
remained there for several
hours. the South Korean De-
fence Ministry said. North Ko-

rean soldiers made a similar
incursion on Friday.

The United States maintains.
about 37.000 troops in South
Korea to defend st any
attack from the North.

President Bill
scheduled to visit Cheju Island
in South Korea on April 16 on
his way to Japan for a state
visit.

The White House has said
Clinton will meet South Ko-
rean President Kim Young-Sam
for talks on Pacific rime secu-

Clinton is

rity
Another AP r says, the
US-led United Nations Com-

mand tried to contact North
Korea Sunday to protest
frmistice violations in the
bufler zone with South Korea.

Seven North Korean trucks
loaded with 100 to 120 armed
soldiers entered the northern
side of the border village of
Panmunjom on Saturday and
occupied fighting positions,

emplact mortars, the com-
mand said

It was the second time
North Korea has violated the
armistice with South Korea
since announcing Thursday
that it would no observe
the agreement that ended
their war Iin 1953. Northern

oo R e G

DUBAI. Apr 7: Saudi Arabia
warmned today that it would not
tolerate political rallies by dra-
nian pilgrims at the annual
Muslim pilgrimage to Mokkah
at the end of April, and the
holding of such rallies will
never be allowed, said a Saudi
Interior Ministry official,
quoted by the official Saudi
press agency, reporis Reuter.

The agency ,_Efd the official
was commenting on remarks
}? Iranian President Akbar

aah:n:ll Rafsanjani that Ira-

nian pilgrims were anning

political rallies dunngplthl: pil-
Season.

The Saudi official said the
holding of rallies contradicts
the rites of Hafj and exposes
the security and safety of pil-
grims to dangers.

He added that Saudi Arabia
will absolutely not tolerate
those what God has
prescribed... and will hold
them fully responsible.

Saudi Arabia's conservative
Sunni rulers say hajj which

together ut a million
Muslims from around the
world and a similar number
from Saudi Arabia for several
days each year, is a purely reli-

o

International
UN Command tries to talk with Pyongyang over violations
e o O W X JONE A0S OVET VIOIAUONS

ROK military on red alert after
DPRK’s second incursion

A South Korean army soldier stands guard as the South

e e e—

Korean forces repair their bunker near demilitarised Zone,
DMZ, which is some 60 kms from Seoul en Saturday after
North Korea sent armed troops into the joint security area
in violation of the Military Armistice Agreement.

— AFP/UNB photo

Elous exercise. '’

But the Sht'ite clerics ruli
Iran since the 1979 Islamic
revolution say Muslims should
air their political grievances
during the

-lw -.::frfitn;::mu};

United States.
Saudi{ security forces

clashed in 1987 with demon-
strators in an lranian-led rally

9 border guards
slain 1n
Baluchistan

ISLAMABAD, Apr 7: Nine
border guards were slain in an
ambush by “traffickers” in
southwest Pakistan, official
iiopinidls -
saying, reports j

The guards were on a rou-
tine patrol when their vehicle
was ambushed near Panjgur in
Baluchistan province and all
nine were . the sources

said.

Pan is about 50 kms
from thgurhurdcr with Iran, and
is on a long-time drug-traffick-
ing route.

;olitica]r rallies

in the streets of Makkah near
Islam’'s hollest shrine, killing

, about 400 people, mainly Ira-

MLANS.

Iran boycotted the Hajj for
the next three years. ere
has been no repeat of the

bloodshed since the return of
Iranian pilgrims in 1991 and
their Haj| rallies have been
low-key affairs confined to the
[ranian compounds.

Rafsanjani on Saturday reit
erated Iran's position that its
pilgrims had a right to hold
political rallies during Hajj.

Holding the rally of
'disavowal of disbelievers' dur-
ing the hajj season is not

meant to disturb the law and
order of the Muslim country of
Saudi Arabia, but is part of our
fundamental and religiously
inalienable principles. Rafsan-
jani said.

The official Iranian news
agency IRNA said he was ad-
dressing members of the co-
ordination council in charge of
Hajj affairs. '

audi Arabia on Friday
warned pilgrims for the sec-
ond time in the vast month
that they risked severe pun-
ishment.

ALBUQUERQUE., New Mexico: More than
dinosaur skin feels like a thick

bumpr
edged knobs, reports AP

py. with somewhat symmnetrical

An extraordinary fossil discovery is letting
back 70 million years fo touch an impression of the skin of

one of the maasive
"We've
here,”

at the New Mexico Museum of Natural Hi
"I would feel real excited to touch that.” 10-

got the first dinosaur
Spencer Lucad said Wednesday. He is a paleontologist
and Science.

-old mu-
se1im visitor Nicholas Coleman-Watkin said when he heard
about the discovery

zoo in North America

The fossilised skin of a duck-billed dinosaur was discov-
ered five years ago by a graduate student who was studying

rocks. not dinosaurs. near
It wasn't until last
the 10-foot-long

that researchers
(3-meter-long)

in southern New Mexico.
lﬂluwh

. 2-foot-wide (60-centimeter-

wide) textured rock was not just fossilised tree bark

“This is really weird,”
fossil In nis la

Lucas,
during a museu.n news ¢or

a chunk of the
ence announc-

| thennd.'t'-m-urdthltultn:hudpdmtohuﬁl
dﬁn'i know what the hell it was for five years.

Izetbegovic criticises Croatia
Conference on Bosnia to

proceed without Serbs

KUALA LUMPUR, Apr 7: A
conference on raisi money
to reconstruct osnia-
Herzegovina will proceed as
scheduled next week In Bru-
ssels even without the Bosnian
Serbs, a top peace n Lor
said Sunday, reports AP,

"The second donors' con-
ference in Brussels will go
ahead even though there is not
much progress from the
Bosnian Serbs.” Carl Bildt, the
top civilian administrator of
the Bﬁaruan peace eement,
told the National News Agency
Bernama.

The Bosnian Serbs have
failed to yield to international
demands to release prisoners
of war prior to the conference,
which is scheduled to be held
in the Belgian capital April
12-13.

The other two parties in
the conflict, the Bosnian
Croats and the Bosnian gov-
ernment, have complied with
the demands by releasing
prisoners who have not been
accused of war crimes.

The European Union and
Russia, the main organisers of

the conference, had threat-
ened to cancel it unless war
risoners held by Muslims,
roats and Serbs were re-
leased.

AFP adds from Sarajevo,
Bosnian President Alija lzetbe-
govic on Saturday cri icised
neighbouring Croatia 1.r what
he said was “interfering” in
Bosnia's domestic affairs but

E;u:hcted peace for his coun-

“l am unh with Croatian
policy because it is interfering
in Bosnia's domestic affairs,
Izet c said, in his first in-
terview with the state televi-
sion since talised
for heart problems in February.

Croatian Defence Minister
Gojko Susak said last month
the Croatian army would de-
fend Croat interests in Bosnja-
Herzegovina, lzet said.
This is "“indefensible” he said.

A Muslim-Croat Federation
was formed in 1994 an
11-month war but relations be-
tween the two supposed allies
against the Bosnain Serbs have
remained strained.

Russian President Boriz Yeltsin (L)
forward to present him with flowers at the Con
Yeltsin on Saturday during the campaign for

are unidentified.

kisses a

o : :-.:. o ‘I:-.I ‘ ;

unidentified elderly woman who came
gress of all-Russian support movement for
the upcoming presidential elections. Others

— AFP/UNB photo

'World overlooking another
genocide in Zaire'

KIGALI, Apr 7: Speaking on
the anniversary of the geno-
cide that wrecked Rwanda, the
country's former rebel leader
accused the international
community of overlooking a
genocide taking place in east-
ern Zaire, reports AP.

"Seeing the lack of mea-

sures being taken. it tells me

the world does not learn from
history,” said Vice President
and Minister of Defence Paul

%ﬁm—é than 2.200 Zairians

who are ethnic Tutsis have fled
to Rwanda in the last ten days
to escape fighting in the Masisi
region of eastern Zaire. At least
1.000 more are just across the
border being held by Zairian
troops.

e Zairtan Tutsis tell aid
workers that Hutu refugees’
from Rwanda are invading the
Masisi. driving them {rom
their homes, and that Zairian
officials are doing nothing to
stop them.

The one million Hutu
refugees from Rwanda living in

eastern Zaire fled in mid-1994
following the organised geno-
cidal slaughter of more than
500,000 people, most of them
ethnic Tutsis,

Saturday marked- the sec-
ond anniver of the geno-
cide, which began April 6,
1994, when President Juvenal
Habyariman's plane was myste-
riously shot down over Kigali.
Kagame, who led the rebel
army that stopped the geno-
cide, saild Rwanda still faces
complex problems. :

e recognize we have a
problem with prisons being
congested,” Kagame said, "but
that is a situation we inherited,
that came from the fact there
was a genocide in this coun-

More than 69,000 people
are jammed into Rwanda's
prisons awal trial, most ac-
cused of genocide but none
formally charged.

Kagame also said the gov-
ernment had done all it could
to encourage refugees to re-
turn home.

o

Zeroual opens
talks with top
zAlgerian figures

*  PARIS, Apr 7: Algerian
‘President Liamine Zeroual
‘opened talks with leading

res on Saturday to iry to

end four years of political
violence but radical Islamists

ak

L
Wl

Iwer& not invited, reports
; o
o The talks, in the presiden-

Alal palace in Algiers, are ex-
‘pected to last at least two
weeks and {involve bilateral
8 between Zeroual and
an 50 political leaders

former Fovummmt res
influential peu-unaut?g:
Political analysts said Zer-

's decision to exclude fun-
‘famentalists, including

#which seeks overtlirow,
/signalled a shift in Algeria
elections last November
h confirmed Zeroual in

“Zeroual feels strong with
popular lurpon galned in
" ihe presidential elections.”

: the Is-
damic Salvatiugl Front (FIS)
is

BOMBAY, Apr 7: Three
?rca:s ago, Bombay erupted in
{indu-Muslim riots that killed
800 people while the Hindu-
dominated police stood by, and
in some cases, joined in, re-
ports AP.

When a radical Hindu al-
liance took power last year in
the state of Maharashtra,
where Bombay is the capital,
many Muslims fgared the vio-
lence would return.

It hasn't. :

The city and the state have
continued to prosper. Business
is the watchword. Foreign
comparnies — always wary of
political sweat boxes — have
poured in investments.

But the city's Muslims —
about 10 per cent of Bombay's
13 miillion people - remain
fearful. And the steps the gov-
ernment has taken to shield
Hindu radicals from criminal
prosecution has rankled mod-
erates across India.

“This government hasn't

started any riots. But they've

roved that they are anti-Mus-
im," said Shaikh Abdul Raza,
whose 6-year-old son as killed
in a 1993 riot.

As India heads toward a
eneral election in April and
ay, many e are loo

at the Hindu alliance
Maharashtra for what the fu-

ture could hold for the rest of

. Py
e¢ Bharatiya Janata :
a key figure in the state al-
liance, has its best chance Eﬂ.
to displace Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao's Congress
Party from the national gov-.
ernment in New Delhi.
Although the Bharatiya
Janata Party, or BJP, has gov-
erned &htﬁrl states, its coali-
on wi outspokenly anti-
H{u;llm Shiv Sena Fa;ty in
Bombay amounts to an ex-

treme-case scenario for India,
which still upholds secularism
as the idea.

Animosity between India's
majority Hindus and minority
Muslims dates back to the

13th century, when Muslim
invaders from Central Asia
overran Hindu kingdoms and
founded the Moghul Empire.

In the 1940s, the departi
British colonialists sliced o
two Muslim-dominated areas
and created the Islamic nation
of Pakistan. But hundreds of
millions of Muslims remained
in India.

In 1992, Hindu radicals
leveled an ancient Muslim
mnng}.m in hthe nl;:rt#ul]ndinn
city of A ya, whic be-
lieve th?:ien built on tu?nfn
Hindu temple. The nationwide
communal riots that followed
were most in Bombay.
= Angtrcg “g. Ithllg ruling

ongress or failing to
rotect them, Muslims voted
or leftist parties in the 1994
state elections, inadvertently
leading to a Shiv Sena-BJP vic-

P mq'hc most visible evidence

government's Hindu
cies is the fmm:lplcl?-lnp of
name of Bombay — a cre-

‘street-by-street

: gectmber 1

ation of the British — to Mum-
bai, after a Hindu goddess.

Town-by-tewn and perhaps
old names
derived from the Moghuls or
the British may be changed to
names from Hindu mythology
or the Indian independence
movement.

But Muslim apprehension is
based on signposts.

The Maharashtra govern-
ment dissolved the state Mi-
norities Commission, a public
body to safeguard minority
rights. It claimed that the
commission only reminded

Hindus and Muslims of their
dlﬂ.’lmnt:ell. ki

n January, it suspen a
'l into the riots of
92 and early
1993 who was respon-
sible and why police failed to
act. That includes some po-
licemen and Shiv Sena state
legislators who were accused
o hclph:fu Himdu mobs that

slims

: Ehiaf Hlnlit;lef Manohar

|
Joshi, the state's premier, said .
the inquiry commission only
heighten tensions between
Hindus and Muslims.

"It's obvious that the Shiv
Sena was afraid of the truth.”
said Raza 40, a movie hall
usher whose tin walls still bear
scorch-marks from the fire
three years ago.

Raza’'s son Rizwan was
trap when a Hindu mob set
alight the family's elght-foet
(2.5-metre) eight-foot (2.5-
meter] hovel in the shanty-
town of Dharavi, Asia's largest
shum. ;

Joshi's administration also
24 charges filed by

the previous Congress Part
gnvernmcnt against radica
hiv Sena r Bal Thack-
eray, who was accused of fuel-
ing the riots through inflam-
matory editorials in the party

Samna

han Gandhi, who has
studied Hindu-Muslim violence
at the Centre for Police Re-
search in New Delhi, says to-

Anti-Muslim prejudice goes behind the scenes in Bombay

day's quiet is deceptive.

“The seeming peace of Ma-
harashtra exists under fear and
intimidation,” sald Gandhi, a

randson of independence
eader Mohandas Gandhi. "No
one can pretend the Muslim
minority feels secure or that it
has equal rights with the

others.

Last March., Maharashtra
threatened to d rt what it

"called illegal immigrants from

the Islamic nations of
Bangladesh to the east and
Pakistan to the west. Police say
382 "infiltrators” have been
deported since the Shiv Sena
came to power,

“There's no doubt that Mus-
lims are more now,” said
Mohammed Karim, 32, an em-
broiderer who migrated to
Bombay from his village in
eastern India 14 years ago.

Lacking pers, there is
nothi to ish an In-
dian Muslim lke Karim from

someone who came from one
of India's Islamic neighbours.

Russian troops
pound Chechen

village

MOSCOW, Apr 7: Russian
forees pounded the Chechen
village of Goiukuﬂv:e with con-
tinuous artillery overnight,
a local government official said
tﬂd‘?‘;‘. reports AFP,

e southwestern village
where separatist rebels are
holding out was quiet Sunday
morning, but there was no
word on casualties. M
Gaisultanov, the number two
official in the al govern-
ment of Urus-Martan, told
Moscow Echo Radio.

The Russian attacks came
despite President Boris
Yeltsin's announcement last
Sunday of a unilateral ceasefire
as of a plan to end the 15
month-old war in Chechnya.

Yeltsin has admitted he
stands little chance of being
re-elected in June if he fails to
end the war Ig then. 3

Goiskoye has ben wunder
heavy Russian attack since Th-

| ursday.



