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Babul 3/32).
GMCC: 219 in 42.2 overs
(Babul 54, Rummon 42. Golla

Guishan Youth Club defeated

l&vm ensi nih
(GMCC) by 46
runs in their Premier cricket

the Greater
Cricket Club

tion encounter at

the Dhanmondi Cricket
.Stadium.

Winni the toss. Gulshan

elected to bat first and piled

up a huge 265 before they

were all out off the last deliv-

ery of their imnings.

Gulshan's ncl::ggcr Rafigul

Hasan Ripon sc highest

off 89 balls inclusive of six

fours while o er Hasanu-
zzaman (49) and burly
mad Ali (46) were the other
Im{ﬂ&g SCOrers.
GMCC's ‘skip
Rahman Babul grabbed three
wickets for 32 runs while Al-

Amin took two wickets con-
GMCC were

30 runs.

In reply,
booked for 219 in 42 2 overs.
After showin
the ball, GMCC “captain Babul
came out with a in-

highest 54 runs off only 4

with ten boundaries.

One down Rummon and
opener
added 42 and 33 runs respec-

ﬂvc’I{Ln GMCC account.
is was the seventh win of

Gulshan Youth in 15 matches

which raises their tally to 14
ints, equal to GMCC who
ve also played 15 matches.
Both teams are now leading

the six-team relegation league

standings leaving Agrani Bank

in the second position with 12
points.

Sportsmen greet
Chief Adviser

Sports Reporter

A group of present and
former sports personalities fe-
licitated Justice Habibur Rah-
man on his appointment as the
Chief Adviser of the caretaker
government, says a press
release.

At a general meeting yes-
terday the national celebratees
of various digciplines also
prayed for the tion of the

souls of those who
iI:-:itll;ﬂ down their lives dur-
opposition’'s movement

in the [ast two s.

They ur the caretaker
government to appoint some-
one neutral as the chairman of
NSC as the post has fallen va-
cant.” Otherwise, the local
sports arena would be crippled

soon, they pbserved.

A call to dissolve all the na-
tional federations immediately
and form the new ones also
came up for discussion. The
meeting also resolved that

Potion . g g o g
! Sl

ucted in the
ernmen
tions in this

all-out coopera-

Those who attended the
meeting are Imtiaz Sultan
Jony, Shelkh Mohammad
Aslam, Shafiqul Islamm Manik,
it Das Rupu, Ashrafuddin

. Dewan Shafiul Arefin

Tutul, Aminur Rahman, Kazi
Salauddin, Badal . G8
Hassan Tamim, Kazi ;
Barkatullah . Mosharraf
Hossain Khan, ur Rah-
man Rana, Hasitbur Rahman
Shakil, Mahbubur Rab. Nazia
Akhtar Juthi. Gazi Ashral Ho-
ssain . Mohammad Mohsin

and Ehsan Nammi.
Gazza's moment

of truth

GLASGOW, B: Paul
to under-

of-the-year l:ﬂ.m

season in Scotland Sunday .
reports AFP, -
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Moham-

per Mizanur

his skill with

nings with his bat acnﬁng

Javed Omar Golla

SINGAPORE. Apr 6: 5Sri
Lankan captain Arjuna Ranatu-
nga is hoping that his side will
recapture their winning touch
in Sunday's Singer Cup final
against a resurgent Pakistan
and put the icing on their
World Cup cake. reports AFP.

& E:

AAMIR SOHAIL

When the two teams
clashed at the Padang ground
Tuesday, the Lankans crushed
the Pakistanis by 34 runs in a
high-scoring match that saw
Sanath Jayasuriya crack the
fastest one-day century off a
mere 48 balls.

But the next day the newly-
crowned world champions lost
by 12 runs against India, who
were then knocked out of the
tournament Friday by Pakistan,
who looked- a diﬂﬂ:ﬂt side al-

together in notching up amn

eight-wicket triumph. .
Aamir Sohail's men beat the
Indians hly eight wickets with a
supremely-confident perfor-
mance, ‘fielding and hatﬂnﬁ
brilliantly in a rain-marre
match to earn the right to
meet Sri Lanka on better the

P e —— e ML e e T T T BT

The 33 year-old Ranatunga
said his side were undeterred
by the defeat at the hahds of
the Indians, who ithe
lrounced twice in theé World
Cup before going on to capture
the trophy at the expense of
Australia i the Lahore final,
“We have lusl our winning
streak. bu! even the rest have
to {ose sometime. So we hope

we can turn around and win

the final." the skipper said.

Who they faced Sunday did
not matter. added Ranatunga,
who claims to feel no pressure
at all.

And whatever the cutcome
of Sunday's match, the tag of
world champions will still stay
with the Sri Lankans for the
next three years, he stressed,

For his counterpart Sohail,

the task is. to contain the
Lankan batsmen led by Jaya-
suriva. who showed esday.

why he was voted the Most
Valuable Player of the World
Cup with a tremendous display
of power hitting.

The 27-year-old left-handed
ngcnrr's breathtaking 134 off
65 balls included a new record
for the most number of sixes —
11 — and he spared no Pak-
istani bowler,

But Sohail said he was
hearfened by his team’'s per-
formance in the crunch match
against arch-rivals India and
was confident going into the
final.

"Saqlain Mushtaq. Aagib
Javed and Wagar Younis all
bowled very well,” he said.

"AMso, 1 have full confidence
in our batting. Against Sri
Lanka we made 315 chasing
350 and that really shows we
have good batting." he said.

Sohail. who contributed an
unbeaten 76 that won him the
man-of-the-matich award
agait .t India. said his team
had worked out a strategy to
tackle Sri Lanka. but kept the
details to himself.

A first prize of 30.000 US

ting war

dollars is at stake in the final,
;yi]]iltl:]h is dlﬁ‘d to draw a
ull' house, sai e S,
who hope to make MI
Cup a regular fixture on the in-
ternational cricket calendar,
One dampener in the
round-robin tournament has
been rain, which forced a
rescheduling of the Sri Lanka-
Pakistan encounter and a
shortening of the India-Pak-
istan clash. and the or r's
are praying for kind weather

e s
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A RANATUNG
Sunday.

TEAMS

SRI LANKA: (from) Arjuna

Ranatunga (capt), Sanath Jaya-
suriya, Romesh Kaluwitharana,
Asanka Gurusinha. Aravinda de
Silva, Roshan Mahanama,
Hashan Tillekeratne, Marvan
Atapattu, Kumara Dharmasena,
Chaminda Vaas, Pramodaya
Wickremasinghe. Ravindra
Pushpakumara. Muttiah Mu-
ralitharan, Upul Chandana.
PAKISTAN: (from) Aamir
Sohail (capt), Saeed Anwar,
Rameez Raja, Salim Malik, In-
zamam-ul-Hag,

Javed, Wagar Younis, Muham-
mad Akram, Mushtag Ahmed,
Saglain Mushtaq, Ata-ur-
Rehman.

GAZA CITY, Apr
6: Majed Abu Ma-
rahil sighed as he
pulled his police
uniform from a
khaki duffel bag.
His afternoou training for the
OIvinpu = was over. Now it was
time to work the night shift as
a pguard at Yasser Arafat's
headquarters. reports AP.

Abu Marahil will compete in
the 10.000 métres af the At-
lanta Games this summer, part
of the first Palestinian Olympic
team. but he can't afford to
quit his 300-cdollar a-month
job. Arafat's fledgling govern-
ment has no money tea spare
for athletes' stipends.

Davis Cup
Australia beat
Japan

Artante

OSAKA, Japan, Apr 6: Aus-

tralia took a straight-set vic-

tory over host Japan in a dou

bles match Saturday for a 3-0

lead in their best-of-five sec

ond round in Davis Cup Asia-

Oceania Zone Group One, re
AP

Todd Woodbridge and Mark
Woodforde beat Satoshi
wgbuchi and Takao Suzuki 6-
3. 6-1, 6-3 at the outdoor hard
court of Utsubo Tennis Centre
in downtown Osaka.

Woodbridge is ranked first
in the world in doubles. and
Woodforde is second ranked.
Suzuki and Iwabuchi are
ranked 271st and 322nd re
spectively.

On Friday, Australia cap-
tured both si s mutches,
Wood beat Hideki Kase
4-6, 6-7.(4-7), 7-5, 6-2. 6-2.
and Jason Stoltenberg was

Shuzo Matsuoka 6-4

3-6, 6-3, 3-6. 54 when the
Japanese player retired with
leg cramps.

Tsuyoshi Fukui, the

Japanese team's non-playing
Captain, sald Matsuoka was in
fair condition Saturday. "He's
OK. He can play tomorrow if

Cloudy with oceastonal
rain were forecast for Sunday
in the Osaka area in wesiern

Matsuoka s schediled to
tha.gnmﬂwﬂndhrﬂ#mt}:
ml;:ﬂ “matches

: Lakes on
hﬂﬂnmmthcmm.
apan yet to beat Aus-
tralia in Davis Cup zonal ‘com-

Meanwhile the doubles

S |

match on the second day of '

the Davis Cup Asia-Oceania

-Zone Group One, second-

round tie between South Korea
and New Zealand was called off
because of rain.
match would be
on, Sundey. o”spokesman o
e i
South Korea and New
Zealand were level at 1-1 after
Friday's singles.
Jonas and Nicklas
Kulti beat Mahesh Bhupathi
and Leander Paes in four sets
to give Sweden an unbeatable
0O lead ower India in their
world -
Y
The Swedish pair won 6-7
(4/7). 6-3, 6-4. 6-1 in twe
hours and 40 minutes on the
courts of Calcutta’'s South

Thailand defeated Hong
Kong in the Davis Cup Asia-
Oceania Zone Group 2 second
round tie here

The That pair of Narathron
Srichaphan and Vitthaya
Samret defeated hen

and Graem Foster 7-5 6-1. 6-

3 On Puday Thanakorn Sri-
c beat John Hui 6-2. 6-
2, 6-2 and Vorapol -
khamchoo beat Pang Lul 6-3.
6-4. 6-3.
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The 32-year-old father of
five is one. and perhaps the
only, member of the team The
Palestinians were admitted to
the Olympic movement as a
result of their 1993 peace
agreement with Israel,

Abu Marahil has little
chance of winning a medal. His
best time in the 10.000 is
about 30 minutes, almost 3
1/2 minutes slower than the
world record of 26:43.53 by
Ethiopia's Haile Gebrselassie.

Butl his goal is not to win —
it is to help change the nega-
tive agsociation his people have
hatl with the Games $inée The
massacre of Israeli athlefés by
Palestinian terrorists at the
1972 Munich Olympics.

Eleven Israell athletes and
coaches were killed in the at-
tack that ended in a shootout
betwern German commandos
and the hostage-takers

1 know the world remem-
bers us as terrorists " Abu

Marahil said, a dark blue track
suit covering his lean 6 foot
{1 B-meter) frame. "1 hope |
can change this picture.”

Abu arahil is the only
FPalestinian athlete certain to
go 1o Allamta although he
might have a few teammates if
they meet qualifying standards,
Officials say. however. that for
every athlete. 10 Palestinian
lunctionaries are going to Al
lanta

Yousel Mansri of the Pales
tindan Olympic Commitiee de
lended the Jopsided ratio. say-
Ing the delegation would seize
the opportunity to try and
ralse money in Atlanta for
Palestinian sports

‘Arafat's Youth and Sports
Ministry has an annual badget
of only 2 million dollars a year
Physical education in most
schools means playving soccer
ar basketball in concrete
courtyards Indeoor gyms, ten-
nis courts or public pools are
unheard of in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip

Abuy Marahil 1s on his own 1n
preparing lor the Olympics

Marahil's Olympic mission

With no doctors or dieti-
cians to advise him. he has de-
signed a simple plan. He runs
about two hours every day.
stays away from cigarettes and
alcohol. eats a lot of fruft and
vegetables and tries Lo get as
much sleep as possible

~Some days, he runs from
his small house in Gaza City's
Zaytoun neighborinood to werk
at Arafat's seaside compound
and back. The 2 |/2 -mile
(four-kilometre) route takes
him through potholed streets
crowded with cars. donkey
rarts and street vendors.

Most times. Abu Marahil

‘I

ljaz Ahmed. |
Basit Ali, Rashid Latef, Aagqgib |

trains at Yarmouk Stadium. the |

city s only sports arena. Built
by the tians in the 1960s,
Yarmouk s track has long since
been pockmarked holes and
covered by the sand that is so
abundant in the coastal strip.

Arafat likes to use the arena '

for political rallies and gradua-
tion ceremonies for his ever-
growing police force.

After he arrived in Gaza in
July 1994, bleachers were
erecttd on the running lanes
s0 television cameras and pho-
tographers could get dgmd
shots of Arafat on t tgni-
taries’ platform.

This means
canpot run la and is con-
fined to one of the arena

.1t Is not a good place to
run.” he said. a medal
under such conditions he
added, would be like "leaping
to the moon.”

In Gaza, at least. Abu Mara
hil is the undisputed cham
plon. Arafat recognized his
talents last year by giving the
unemploy athlete the gu
ard's job.

Abu Marahil has been
promised a 10,000 dollars re-
ward and a Pmmﬂuun in the
police force il he brings home

the first Palestinian Olympic

medal. Bul he dismisséd the
money.
M is for me to raise

against Hideki Kaneko of J
Asia-Oceania Zone's (Group
Japan, on April 5. Woodbridge

Todd Woodbridge of Australia plays a bhack-hand slice
apan during their Davis Cup

the flag of Palestine.” he said

1) second match in Osaka,
won the gruelling five setter

4-6, 6-7 (4/7), 7-5, 6-2, 6-2 to enable Australia 1-0 lead over

Japan.

~— AFP/UNB photo

deadline.

Abu Marahil

MSC-Abahani
clash today
Sports Reporter

The two most crowd-
pulling outfits in the domestic
sporting ‘circuit — Moham-
medan Sporting Club and

Abahani ra Chakra — lock
their horns in a crucial

Premier cricket super league
encounter at the Dhaka
Stadium today.

But with world champions "

Sri Lanka and Pakistan involv-
ing in the final of the Singer"
Cup in Singapore on the same
day and Abahani already out of
the title race, a}l inquisitive-
ness will be " centred on
Mohammedans, who are only a
win away to lift the title.

With the two Pakistani re-
cruits — Nadeem Younus and
Shahed Mehmud —

Mohammedans along with a .

host of local stars-ready to roll
for the big occasion, but there
were hardly any inspiration at
their arch-rivals' camp, who is
expecting to roll sans any for-
eign players.

This is a unique incident as
far as the match between the
two perennial foes in the
make-believe world con-
cerned. Because after a long
time Abahani are going to face

{ the black and whites without

any foreign player.

"We are out of the race, so ]
think it is off no use to bring in
foreign players against them
(Mohammedans).” said Gazi
Ashraf Hossain Lipu. the
cricket manager of Abahani.

It was also informed_ that
Abahani, who are six points
adrift of Mohammedans' 24
will miss the services of their
young opening bowler Rahat.
The tall right-arm seamer is
nursing a bad back.

On the otherhand Moham-
medans, who did not lost a
single league match to the
Dhanmondi outfit in the last
lwo years, with a strong line-
up will certainly enjoy and
edge over their beleaguered
art:_t -rivals whose bowling de-
pariment is painstakingly o
of depth. 3 e
~ But for a puritan, who .be-
lieves in the glorious uneer-
tainties of the noble sport in
the planet, an upset is always
on the cards. Perhaps Abaha-
nis best armour is that thev
have nothing to lose now. '

Titmus wants

no of it
LE}HD(g.al-rtﬁ: Fred Tit-

mus has withdrawn from the
ballot to choose two England
selectors. claiming the process
is developing into a farce. re-
ports Reuter,

Ntmus. the former Middle-
sex and England all-rounder,
said English county commit-
lees were "going around nomi-

nating eople willy-nilly,
whether they can do the job or
ot '

“It's a total nonsense and |
don't want to be a part of it "

Nine ex-players. including
four former Eni{ami captains
— Graham Gooch, lan Botham '
John Edrich and Chris Cow-
drey — were nominated ahead
of the Wednesday midnight

Titmus was particularly
critical of the nomination ol
Bothasn, seen by many as the
larger than life figure to revive
the ailing English game.

“The rules clearly state that
you cant be a selector if vou
are full tirne in the media like
Botham.” said Titmus.

"He cant pick players one
minute and then criticise
them on TV the next ”

Alan Smith. chief executive
of the Test and County Cricket
Board. admitted on Saturday

" that the systemn for choosin

e e el —
-

England selectors was in nee
of overhaul.

Man United pay
the price

LONDON. Apr 6 English
Premier league leaders
Manchester United lost an ap-

al on Wednesday 1o the

ootball Association (FA) over
an [llegal approach to a young

player with a neighbouring
club, reports Rruter

They must now pay a
20,00 pounds sterling

(30.420 dollars) fine tmposed
at the origindl hearing in Jan
uary and also compensation to
First Division club Oldham
David Brown. 17, was a
schoolboy player with Oldham
before moving to United last
ear. He is still with the
anchester club and is the

I:adtnﬁ scorer in their B team
with |
The

Is.

anuary verdict came
two weeks after United were
censured by the FA following a
similar case invol a junior
player with Premier league i
vals Arsenal.

United director Maurice

Watkins presented Wednes

day's appeal. claiming their
approach to Brown was within
the rules.

LONDON. Apr 6: Eight
years after losing his Ulylﬁpi:
Eold medal in a drug scandal,
“anadian sprinter Ben Johnson

insists he is Innocent. reports
AP,
Johnson was stripped of the

medal after testing
steroids at the | Seoul
Games. His world-record time
of 9.79 secondd was invali-
dated.

Speaking in a BBC docu-
men
Friday n . Johnson said to-
day’'s athietes are “jealous” be-

cause they can’'t match his

time.

"Even today. they are taki
a Jot of drugs to try to run 9.7
lrﬁ rg't run that fMast.” he
LT A how | there, t
have to idea " ! ney
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IT'S HIT AND MISS AFFAIR! Deportivo Co
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AR e g
a defender Djukic

Che Baily Star 11

(R), uses an unorthodox

way of tackling from the back of Paris Saint-Germain striker Dely Valdes in a kung-fu style

during their first-leg match of the Cu

4 St Germain won 1-0.

p Winners Cup semifinal at La Coruna, Spain, on April

— AFP/UNB photo

BONN. Apr 6: Ge-
rinan title con-
| tenders Bayern
Munich and Boru-

4 ssia Dortmund
" both face two ga-

=

ITIeS

i four days over the

| Easter holiday as the cham-

pionship race moves into a

" dectisive stage. reports Reuter.

| point

Bayern., who hold a two-
lead over Bortmund,
need to put a side their disap-
pointed 2-2 home draw with
Barcelona in the UEFA Cup
semifinals in midweek before a
difficult visit to third-placed

. Borussia Moenchengladbach on

Sunday.

The Bavarians., who have
plaved one more game than
their ruhr rivals. then host St
Pauli on Wednesday. :

Dortmund play lowly Wer-
der Bremen at home today
before travelling to relegation-
threatened Cologne for a tense
local Derby the following
Tuesday.

Both the title-chasing clubs
have been battling in Europe in

Bundesliga race ho
-« ..

the past fer months. Their
top-of-the-table ciash which
Bayern won 1-0 last weekend
was a bruising encounter.

- Both teams are also in ac-
tion next Saturday. The tough
schedule is biﬁlnning to have
an impact on the fitness of the
players.

Dortmund’'s German inter-
national libero Matthias Sam-
mer will miss both Easter
games because of a pulled t
calf muscle. Defender Stefan
Reuter and veteran midfielder
Michael Zorc are also unable to
Flay because of muscle prob-
eIs,

Coach Ottmar Hitzfeld said
the injuries were a major
handicap. But he added: "That
leam has always come through
in these situations.”

Bayern face Moenchengla-
dbach in Sunda evening's
game without orld Cup
Captain Lothar Matthaeus, who
is suspended. German in-
ternational midfielder Thomas
Strunz is again missing be-
‘cause Qf a groin problem.

ts up

The packed programme has
come under fire in some cir-
cles in Muni¢ch, But manager

Ul Hociess said: “We have just
g0l 10 Zu~ our eyes and get
througi. it It's go home, eat, |

sleep and get back and play."

'l!;u: Bundesliga nftd}; to
finish earlier than usual this |
season to give the national
team time to prepare for the
European Championship finals
in England in June.

With so many of the national
squad ELaying for the leading
two clubs this energy-sappning
fixture list could have an im
Eam on Germany's chanhces,

OWEVET.

Dortmund's international

midfield playinaker Moeller.
for example, will be out of ac-
‘tion with ligament problems

for several weeks.

Bayern. Germany's last team
still in the European competi-
tions, certainly could have
done without the extra games
as they prepare for the return
leg of the UEFA Cup semifinal
in Barcelona in less than two
weeks

. where
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MLS, it's now a reality

-

B SAN JOSE. ¢ ali-
fornia. Apr 6. US
soccer coach Ste-
ve Sampson Fri-
day hailed Amer-
ica's new profe-
asional succer leagt ¢ as the
crucial ptece of thc]:l}guaw that
will transform the United
States Into a legitimate World

- Cup contender next century.
reports Reuter

Everyone has the drehin of
the United States one day
winning the World Cup. To do
Ilhat. we need a compelitive
national team amnd a major
professional league.” Sampson
tonsl repacters

"We already have Lhe (eam,
now we have a major league

lrg: players can de-
velop ' added Sampson, who
snnﬁrx‘lrcl that by the 2010
‘orkd 'l'.'.'i:jp the sport will have
developed enough for America

Cto mount a legitimate chal-

]rnr,r
lis comments came on the
eve of the inaugural Major
League Soccer (MLS) match
tocdday between the San Jose
Clash and Washington DC
United

The league. hopin
ves! the enthusiasm for soccer
in America which was en-
dered by the 1994 World Cup.
features 10 teams and will gfl:ajr
games through September.
Playoffs and the league cham-
pionship will extend the sea-

to har-

S

part of that legacy.”

son into October.

Alan Rothenberg. president
of the US Soccer Federation
and chairman of MLS., told a
news conlerence the 11S-

hosted World Cup. which he

organised. showed there is big
potential for soccer in Amer
ica. '

“The World Cup lelt a great
legacy lor the sport. Founda-
tion ol the league s a crucial

He pointed out that the
United States, which shocked
the soccer world by qualifying
lor the 1990 World Cup finals
and reaching the second-
round of the 1994 champl-
onship. was now ranked i4th

in the world. when last decade

it was nowhere.

"In the not too distant fu-
ture, | believe soccer wi]ll be
the fifth major sport in the
country,” Rothenberg said, al-
luding to football, baseball,
basketball and ice hockey as
the four established
sparts in the United States.

"It's a great time for soccer
in this country, the dream has
become a reality.” added Ro-
thenberg.

Many of the players who
starred for the Americans in
the World Cup will be return-
ing to help launch the MLS.

Alexi Lalas, who has been

giaying in Italy's top-flight
Serie A league, will be playing

The Daily Star & PHILIPS
7%’ |Cricket World Cup Quiz '96

team |

lor the New England Revolu
tion. On Friday wght. he was
acung as poodwill soccer am-
bassador by appearing on “The
Tonight Show with Jay Lepe "

John Harkes. who has been
slaying in the English Premder
league will lead out DC Untted
today and the local clash will
teature Eric Wynalda, a Ger-
man Bundesliga veteran who is
the all-time top scorer for the
US natijonal teamn,

In addition to American
stars. there are several foreign
players who have signed . to
Hlay in the MLS Mexico's

amboyant goalkeeper Jorge
Campos will bolster the Los
Angeles Galaxy delence.

- Colombian World Cup star
Carlos Valderrama will be
wearing the colours of the
Tampa Bay Mutiny and Italtan
star rto Donadont is in the
lineup for the New York New
Jersey Metrostars.

Former Ireland interna-
tional striker Frank Stapleton, ™

who is coaching New E d.
said: "The game will probably
be slower than in England. but

that's mainly because of the
hot summer weather.”

Kansas City wiz coach Ron
Newman. who will have the
top African goal scorer of 1994
in Zimbabwean striker Vitalis
Takawira. is keenlv aware that
a key part of his job will be
selling the sport to Americans.

Congratulations Winners!
(See issue of April 4, 1996)

" PRIZE DISTRIBUTION CEREMONY
Sunday, April 7, 1996 at 5 pm

| The Daily Star premises
Lucky winners are requested to please cﬁend



