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¥For Fair Comments

In her address to the public at Chit-
tagong Laldighi Maidan in Chittagong, former
leader of the opposition Shetkh Hasina has made
two serious allegations against the erstwhile BNP
government: (a) it had appointed par in the
administrative setvice, and (b) during the BNP
rule the home issued as many as 20,000
arms licences to people of its choice. Hasina de-
mands removal of the aforementioned officials to
ensure success of the drive against illegal arms in
the country. .

We not only understand but also share Hasina's

concern for the arms recovery. However, what is

not so clear to us is the relation between the

alleged party appointments and the arms

recovery. This point needs to be clarified. Did the

BNP make those appointments in breach of the

Publit Service Commission rules? Was the

partisan recruitment true for a particular batch,

or for several batches? If so which years were

those recruitment made? It should be very much

possible to identify such cases of misfeasance and

the PSC can be asked for an explanation.

More to the point should be the alleged

partisan approach in issuing licences of firearms.

If this has happened, it is easier to detect and the
culprits punished. We are talking about

something which is a matter of record. If 20,000
arms -licences were issued along the party line,

the whole process ought to be brought out into

the open. Its possible adverse influence on the

election process cannot be taken lightly. Let

there be an impartial investigative report on the~

should take up the issue because without sorting
out such a thing it will be difficult for his
administration to conduct the polls freely and
fairly.

Meanwhile, we plead with both Khaleda and
Hasina to avoid making commenfs that might
muddy the water further, rather than help to
move us forward. This will not help either their
cause or the cause of the country's politics in
general.

Momentuon fordlin ADP

The dismal performance in the ADP implemen-
tation cannot be wholly attributed to a long
drawn-out political crisis, howsoever handy it
maybe to point all our failures in that direction. In
fact one suspects that on top of the known snags
in handling development projects, a certain pre-
cipitate attitude of resignasion had set in prior to
the advent of the caretaker government.

The noticeable thing is that it is during a rela-
tively calmer political period between July, 1995
and January, 1996 that more than 50 per ¢ent of
the ADP projects had made no progress in physi-
cal or expenditure terms. &
Of the total number of 1085 projects making up
the ADP for 1995-96, 509 were reliant on foreign
aid and 576 were to be domestically funded.
One cannot easily appreciate why aid disburse-
ment should have been so badly affected by the
local political commotion. At any rate, we surely
could have given a better account of ourselves so
far as the locally-funded projects went?

The details make even a worse reading. When
we were seven months into the ADP, as many as
238 projects remained unapproved out of 322
that had been incorporated in the ADP but with-
out any formal approval of the ECNEC. Why such
foot-dragging and indolence about mandatory pa-
perwork ? \ B

It appears also that monthly evaluation meet-
ings were not held regularly by the ministries and
divisions to pinpoint reasons behind any slow-
~down in the project implementation and take
timely corrective measures thereon. Only 13 out

of the 48 ministries and divisions having projects
to implement evercared to thold any evaluation
meeting. |

The 50 high priority projects, taking up more
than one third of the ADP outlay, seem to be in a
dire strait!

Only three months are left of the 1995-1996
fiscal year. With the foreign aid disbursements
hopefully resuming sooner than later and the in-
ternal resource back-up strengthened in good
time, the ADP implementation should pick up in
a compensaiory fashion. :

Healthy Cities

dedicated to "Healthy Cities For Better Life". This
is a goal, a concern and a theme of utmost impor-
tance for the future of humankind. At least 50 per
cent of the global population would make cities
| their homes by the turn of the century risking
their very. existence to an array of health and en-
vironmental hazards. |

Basically it is a process rather than a one-time
goal that is sought to be introduced by the World
Health Organisation. The process at this stage
seems modelled on seven ‘'success cities' of
which our Cox's Bazar is one. The township of
65,000 people has crafted 'a healthy city plan'.

Our success in the Expanded Programme of
Immunisation, though already a catch-word for
other developing countries, has to be lived up
here and elsewhere as weH for the sake of the
teeming new borns. ,

But we hear the footsteps of a problem of di-
{ minishing intelligence due to declining levels of
nutrition, something which needs to be ad- |
dressed at the soonest to stave off a national dis-
aster on the horizon. - -

|

matter to clear the air. The chief adviser himself |-

The World Health Day which falls today is being |

‘- The WHO and other relevant organisations of
the UN stand committed to carrying forward the
‘healthy cities' programmes. They now need the
inputs of coalitions to be formed by the local self-"
| Bovernment institutions, NGOs and community
- associations in the counuies of their concern., Let
.us provide these to them with thc city corpota-
tions andethe media playing a complementary

| role in the process.
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T is not easy to pi nt
the t problem laced
by adesh today. The-
are lﬂr many problems
compet or urgent attention
that the would be long and
perhaps tiresome. But | believe
most would with
the that if the neutral
caretaker government is de-

termined to bri back peace
and lrlnqullllljrr;‘nd guarantee
a free and fair elections. then
recovering illegal arms ought
to be a top priority

Of course. the tasks of re-
the Election
(EC) and revis

C
,mL rplls should nnl:g

ﬁl high y and must not

yed. But all these steps
will be of no use if armed
hooligans are able o continue
to kill and threaten political

opponents and innocent citi-

Where Do We Go from Here? —

refused to make any such statement.

zens alike with the help of the
cache of arms in their posses-

Shon.

At polling time these arms
will used by the armed
cadre to “capture” polling
centres and intimidate voters.
The ordinary ¢ have been
unable to protect themselves

and express their hatred of the
hooligans because for five years
these criminal elements have
enjoyed official protection and

patrrmaﬁc.
The known thug who al-

legedly attempted to kill
Sheikh Hasina gy ﬂrln? shots
at her im Dhaka several years

ON THE RECORD
by Shah AM S Kibria

0 was arrested after the
fall of the BNPR government.
Who gave him protection all
these years? So long as this
situation persists neither the
candidates nor their workers
and volunteers will feel secure;

certainly the voters will net.

feel safe. , -

An environment free from
the threat of violence is an
essemtial pre-requisite for

elections that are E:numcljr
free. It is no secret t

Secretaries' Rebellion agamst an
Elected and Lawful Government

by Oli Ahad .

HE standard norm in
a democracy is that
elected and lawful go-
will come for a
term, stay in office or go
depending on the mandate of
the electorate. But the bureau-
cracy will remain self-effacing
be apolitical and provide the
"steel stream” of continuity
and governance both in peace
and war. They will carry out
the routine administration as
per rules. give alterative policy
nruﬂn and spell out their im-
plications, including the bud-
eta ones. They will then
aithfully ca out the policy
decisions and orders (o the
best of their ability. In this
process ol governance the gov-
ernment takes over the steer-
inﬁ. while the bureaucracy
takes the back seat and is
never seen or heard in public.
Hence, bureaucracy keeps
serving as per rules irrespec-
tive of whoever enters or
leaves the Prime Minister's of-
fice after periodic election.
The burenucracf* in
Bangladesh has been following
this tradition uantil very re-
cently. Its actions in public
since the end of March 1996,
in sharp departure from the
traditional norm, This un-
precedented and unheard of
step by'35 Secretaries — the
pivot /nerve centre of the Civil
Administration in contraven-
tion of the Government Ser-
vants Conduct Rules 1979 "is
nothing but the Grammar of
Anarchy’ in the language of the
Architect of the Constitution of
the Republic of India — Dr B R
Ambedkar. 1990 Cabinet Sec:
retary and others did the
same. no action was taken by
the then Acting President Jus-
tice Shahabuddin Ahmed and
this time Madam Prigne Minis-
ter failed to take action pend-

ing proceedings drawn
lﬂl'm: ¢ purpose of the
paper is to maintain that:

1) The actions of the bu-
reaucracy. specially the secre-
taries were in contravention of
the government servants con-
duct rules. 1979

ith A dangerous precedent
has been set-up for which the
nation may continue to heawvily

pay and.

iil) seek clarification from
the secretaries for their recent
conduct

Govt. Servants Cenduct
Rules 1979: The rules. inter
alia provides that:

il No rmment servant
shall in publié¢ utterance make
any statement of opinion,
which is capable of embarrass-
ing the relations between the
government and the people or
any section thereof or

i1} No government servant
shall take part in. subscribe to
or assist in anyway any political
movement in Banghdesh or

relating to the affaire of Bang-
ladesh.

Government servant
cal role since 1971: The apo-
litical orientation of bureau
cracy, in the tradition of that
in England. in the absence of
any substantiated evidence to
the contrary explains why and
how they could have served in
different capacities in a self-
effacing manner under, viz.

1] A presidential form of
an:rnment and then a par-
lamentary form of govt.

11} One party presidential
form of government.

iti) Two martial
regimes.

iv)] A presidential form of
government

vl A caretaker government,
composed ol non-elected per-
SOIs.

vi} An elected government
of parliamentary Westminster
model from 1991, 30th March
1996, and

vii] Now sfn’lgﬁ_again un-
der a non-elect caretaker
government since 31 march
1996

This is remarkable if not
necessarily commendable. The
members of bureaucracy kept
to themselves their opinion if
they suffered any agony. any
prick of conscience or the re-
verse, they did not demon-
strate their reaction andopin-
ion 1n public not to speak of

law

addressing merry crowd of any
Famcu!ar political dais or plat-
orm. This was in the best ira-
dition of the British bureau- .
cracy and in conformity with

the government servant con-
duct rules, 1979,

Implication of the secre-
taries rebelliomn: Given the
rules. tradition and precedent
in Bangladesh itself since 1971
of being apolitical it is hard to
understand the recent rebel-
lion of the bureaucracy initi-
ated and led by the secretaries
who are the chief executives of
their respective ministries.
They aye very experienced bu-
reaucrats and are expected to
be guided strictly by the rules
and law of the land. A danger-
ous precedent has been set
Tomorrow 1 may be victims
of this pr ent. subor -
dinate staff may walk off. or
close the gate of the secre
tariat. disconnect the utilities,
Heclare them as "undesirable.”
hold them as hostages and
oblige them to resign. A
precedent. once set is hard to
over ride.

Let us bear in mind that
institutions and traditions are
not built up over m‘g‘g — It
takes a very long time. But they
can be demolished in a trice as
it has been done in Bangla-
desh. It is hard to be assured
that our secretaries were not
conscious ol what they were
doing and its long term dama-
ging implications. All praise to
the Delence Forces Chiefs
(Army. Navy. Air), BDR DG, IGP
and Heads of Radio & Tele
vision for their disciplined
behaviours & loyalty to the
service conduct rules zgalnst
E_rﬂddmgs & provocations

om interested quarters.
for a clarification:
Hence| it 38 pessibly diflicult 1d-
resist the inquisitive human
nature to seek clarifications

"from them on besides others.

certain select guarries. What
they have in their defence if
they were asked. that by their
conduct, they:

i) Subverted the sovereignty
ol the people. who are the
supreme source of all power
(Art. 7 of our Constitution).

i) Further exceeded
concept of rule of legal law.

il Pronounced extra judi-
cial verdict regarding the le-
gality or otherwise of the last

the’

' Hof ble Chief Advisor 9

mment since 15 February.
996 and thus committed con-
tempt of Igj law.
iv) Acted In violation of the
overnment rules

979
v) (Zren}y sided with certain
political parties. who are aspir-
ing to be in power
vi)
old traditions of being apoliti-
cal as public servants. e

servant

vil) Made them wvulnerable’

of being d to resign or
held hostage their su -
nate stafl.

vill) Consciously or uncor
sciously played inte the
‘invisible hands" which have
definite Interest to kee
Bangladesh destabilised an

t. and

x) Jeopardised the Impar-
tiality of the forthcoming gen-
eral election.

"Be you ever so high the law
is above you": One would ex-
pect the secretaries and lead-
ers of various ABBO-
clations to publicly clarify
these queries. If t are un-
able or unwilling to do so:

i) would it be too much for
them either publicly repent
and apologies or resign of their
own, or .

ti) for the caretaker gov-
ernment which Is headed a
retired chiel justice of
Ban
cess of taking necessary disci-
I:nnary action and re-establish

Is own commitment to Rule
of Legal Law in Bangladesh in
the interest of public service.
Here is an acid test for him.

| have seen the Press
port of the address by

secretaries and others on
2496 | feel encouraged to
lake the'liberty to draw Justice
Habibur Rahman's attention to
the maxim "Be you’ ever so
high the law is above you.” That
is what is being accepled in
recent judicial activisn by the
Supreme Court of India. 1 fer-
vently hope that Hon'ble Jus-
tice Rahman will not fail the
courntry.

The writer is a veteran
politician and the President
of Democratic Lgague

t during

Demolished centuries .

gladesh to initiate the pro- .
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Civil servants

Sir, Woe be to the civil ser-
vants. especially the 35 senior
secretaries who abdicated
their responsibilities and
joined the opposilion band-
wagon. As soon as the whiff of
change tickled their bureau-
cratic nostrils, they caught the
virus of boycott and stayed at
home instead of performing
their duties within the secre-
tariat. It is a reflection on the
guality of our civil servants
who are a far cry from their

counterparts in India and
England.

e legacy of neutrality,
dignity and dedication which

marked the bureaucrats of
yesleryears has been totally
demolished. What remains now
is a tradition of sycaphancy,
partisanship, opportunism and
corruption. he future of
Bangladesh is bleak indeed,
than to the recent prece-
dent set by our senior secre-
taries! .

Hasina Zaman
Dhaka

Pakistani atrocities
1n 1971 .
SiF, My congratulations to
the women of Bangladesh for
filing charges against the gows
ernment ol Pakistan for atroci-
ties committed by the Pak-

istani armed forces in 1971, in
Bangladesh. And my congratu-

lations to the business com-.

munity Tor moral su;ijpurt_ to
the women and looking to
seek compensation from the
Pakistani government for
monetary losses incurred by
the adesh businesses in
1971.

The officers responsible for
orrendous genocide
ld after Nazi Ger-
shelter

in the
many are today
and 'dignity’ by the govern-
ment of Pakistan. Gen Niazi
-walks in the Defence Pplo

Grounds in Lahore, every
sevening, to keep 'healthy’. Gen
Gilani was made the Governor

of Punjab, after his return from

the killing fields of Bangladesh.

' Army officers. both retired and
“serving, boast in the Punjab

Club in Lahore. of their
"conquests” in Bangladesh and
openly admit committing
atrocities there, 4

And there is a sense of
shock and outrage in Pakistan,
at Bangladesh 'daring’ to brin
charges against the 'martia
race’ the 'martial race'
which is only good at killin
unarmed meén. women an
children,

The International
Crimes Tribunal should come
forward as they have in Bosnia,
to apprehend and try the war
criminals whom Pakistan shel-
ters, so that no nation can
again be subjected to such
atroctties as that unleashed by
the Pakistani Army in
B adesh.

y advice and request to
Sigma Huda, Salma Ali. Khushi
Kabir. all the other women ac-
tvists and the business com-
munity in Bangladesh, keep up
the good work. We are proud
of you,

e

rd

A concerned citizen
Lahore, Pakistan

—

Women's
tation

Sir. We appreciate the Chief
Adviser’'s decision to appoint a
woman adviser to his team of
aftvisers. We congratulate Dr
Najma Chowdhury and of
course the other advisers on
their appointment.

The elgctions are going to
be held in May or June and the
political parties wiii give nom-
inations to their members. We
would like to request the ma-
or political parties that in

eepjng with global acknowl-
ed nt of women's eontribu-
tions and for upholding their
commitment to Beijin la-
ration and Platform for Action,
to nominate womern.

To try and achieve wider

representation and to be both |

inclusive and gender balanced

War-
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we request the parties to  highly appreciated if BTV
nominate at least thirty per would replace the CNN tim-
cent women candidates. ings with BBC and revest back

Women have been contributin
in political movements as we
as strengthening political par-
lies. If women have the leader-
ship qualities and their per-
formance justify nomination
then why not nominate them?
emocracy, participation
and good goverrmance require
the involvement. representa-
tion and participation of fifty
per cent of the population, fifty
Fcr cent of the constituents;
ifty per cent of the electorate.
We are sure that party lead-
ership have identified the po-
tential women leaders in their
parties. However, if they are
interested to solicit sugges-
tions from extra-party sources
then the numerous women or-
ganizations and non-govern-
ment organizations can be of
SOMme assistance.

- The democratic country
with ‘transformational’ politics
that the political parties are
striving ‘for will not be
achieved without gender rep-
resentation and gender bal-
ance in ‘*the political system
and party. Let us all work to
develop a new political culture
in Bangladesh.

Farah Kabir
Lalmatia, Dhaka
Star TV's decision

Sir, We are awfully dis-
mayed at STAR TV network's
decision to take off the BBC
World TV channel from its
network. only to be replaced.
by another Indian channel
which has little but stale
Hindisong programmes and
fickle dramas. Just how much
more hip-wriggling can on
take? As one of the most reli-
able, neutral news channels in
the world, the people of South
Asia and the Middle East — be-
ing already starved of jmpartial
news service in their own
countries — wnuld fall back on
BBC for intormation and now
even that is being denied.

Apart from news, BBC doc-
umeritaries and :ﬂtcr;g:lnnmnt
programmes were un bted
one of the best in the networ
and proved extremely educa-
tive too.

The pew position of their
satellite makes it difficult for
dish-owners to change their

tions for a e channel
which would mean losing
others as well. So it would be

to their old afternoon routine
2— that of t:lecaéglﬂlgﬁl?ﬂ from
pm to 4 ! hardly
be miasét! by the viewers;
who's interested in Jesse
Jackson and 'CNN-available
hotels' an
news about th Asia in
+hour that they're shown,
whereas, BBC has an hourly
'‘Asia Today' service from 7 am
to 10am. As for the afternoon
timings. ['m sure most would
prefer watching new BBC pro-
grammes than reruns of BTV's
ancient programines. s

We hope. BTV would
earnestly consider this re-
quest.

sha Farzana
770, Satmasjid Rd .
Dhanmondi-R/A,

Dhaka- 1209
In Jail with no crime
Sir, "A rare example” — a

news item published recently
in the district news section ol
an English daily. It was re-
ported that the Deputy Com-
missioner of Sherpur while
. paying a visit to the district
central jail found a girl named
Mena (14) whom the court had
earlier sent to safe custody in
jail as she could not give her
whereabouts either to the man
who brought her from the
street or to the police.

But the girl had succeeded
in telling her whereabouts to
the DC who arranged to set
her free and handed over
Mena to her father (after trac-
ing out) and paid a lump sum
‘from his personal purse for the
travel expenses of the poor girl
and her father.

Meanwhile. there may be a
number of such Innbcent fel-
lows in jail who are passing
sentences for no reason or

without comnmitting any crime.,
50, the rare example set the
above official, if followed by

other administrators. would
save many more who are living
behind bars.

M Zahidul Haque
BAI, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
Dhaka-1207.

CNN has little -
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the last five years of BNP rule.
these armed hooligans had a
free hand and crime. toll-tak-
ing and terrorismm was on the
lr-:ﬁc In fact the recent Aman-

ah Aman episode is a
tip of the 'rr_-etrgt‘g; the l'rm‘nt
in the secretariat led to an
;:gluﬂnn of an the

cials because their frus-
tration in dealing with the
armed cadres Ministerial in-
tervention had aiways ensured
that the accused would get
away scot-free. 1t will. of
course. be a’ curious footnote in
the history of this period that
these armed terrorists played
a thajor role in e iting the
down fall of the ment of
Begum Khaleda Zia

Those who did not take the
menace of the "armed cadres
seriously were astonished by
the harsh public utterances of
the BNP leaders after their fall
from power Howewer the bulk
ol the population had no illu-
sorns about BNP s patronage of
the armed musclemen of its
ynuth wings That is why the
shrill demand for the dismmissal
of the defiani civil servants was
not only made by Begum
Khaleda Zia and her long-
standing deputy Dr Badruddoza
Chowdhury ‘but echoed by the
Chhatradal and Jubadal lead-
ers. -

Here is an orchestrated
campaign of intimidation One
wou lave experted that the
responsible leaders of the
party would have restrained
these young men from maki
{mb]it' threats but nething
he sort was done Instead. Be-
gum Zia herself launched the
campalgn of intimidation. In
her speech on 31 March, she
exhorted her followers, "You
mus! identify (those)] who
oined the Janatar Mancha.

1ey are betrayers and ene:
mies ol the people”. Followt
her address shots were fir
at Dr Mahtuddin Khan :
Other senjor officials are also
under the shadow of such
death threats

Dr Badruddoza Chowdhury
was equally provocative in his
speech,. He gave an ultimatum
to the caretaker government
o sack the officials concerned
or lace dire consequences.
This was not the responsible
languape that one would ex-
pect 4erom leaders who had run
the administration of the
cournitry for five years. As a mat-
ter of tact. the soft-spoken
doctor surprised people with
his ultimatum because he was
known to be a moderate man,
But this time he lost his cool
veneer Was e g vent Lo
some sort ol pent-up frustra-
tion? " .,

The statements made by
BNP's student wing leaders as
reported by maost newspapers
se1il shivers down the spine of
country.
Men and women were publicly
largeted by name for elimina-
ticir. These were public death
threats! Musl the police au-
thorities wait till these threats
are carried out? The caretaker
government will, 1 hope. re-
alise that it was the unchecked
actions ol these hooligans that

g
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them were ca
handed with illegal arms in

their possession.

The nation is
to go to polls to place an
elected ment in office.
They believe that only an
elected ment. fully ac-
counta to the electorate,
will be able to fulfill their aspi-
rations for m:::ﬁc and -u:lill
development. But a ;!lcﬁ
environment. free from
lence and intimidation, will
remain a pipldﬂd'l:lm if the
arms proves un-
successful. who have
made their violent and ob-
scene threats because they

arms. No one, neither
politicians nor journalists
writing on these issues will
feel secure under those condi-
tions. The nation has placed its
trust in the neutral caretaker
government because all the
members of the Council of Ad-
visers are distinguished per- -
sons, well] known for their ac-
complishments, honesty and
integrity. We don't have to tell
them that all their efforts shall
be in vain if the :rmedm honl.ihnr-
s are not t -
Eﬂghly curhed!:rrﬂl, :

They have already issued in-
structions to recover lllegal
arms r dless of party 3
tion. ile commending their
pro action, one must re-
mind the political leaders in
this venture, they must also
play their proper role. Instead
of luming against the neutral
caretaker government for al-

leged harassment of their ac-
tivists. they must extend mg
eration to it to apprehend the
armed gangs which have ter-
rorised the nation for years.
Their failure to do so will no
doubt be noted by the voters

when they cast their votes at
election time.
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EASTER SUNDAY
The Feast of New Life

by Father Patrick Gomes

T ODAY, April 7, the Chr-
istian community cele-
brates the feast of
Christ's resurrection — the
Easter. For forty days the faith-
ful and devoted Christians
through prayer,- fasting -and
other acts of charity prepare
themselves spiritually to cele-
brate this feast of New Life
(Easter). Churches are deco-
rated; curd, sweets apd many
other delicious foods are pre-

. pared. However, these external

realities have meaning only if
we can enter into the internal
significance of the feast. And to
do that we need to consider
Good Friday without which
Easter Sunday bears no mean-

ing.
Good Friday

On Good Friday, the whole
reflection falls on the event of
the death of €hrist on the
cross. According to the mes-
sianic promises, written in the
Holy Bible, Christ is prefigured
with all the characteristics of

the stffering servant of Yah-

weh. The book of prophet Isa-
iah says of this suffering ser-
vant, “For my part | made no
resistance, neither did | turn
away. | offered my back to
those who struck me, my
cheeks to those who tore at
my beard; | did not cover my
face against insult and spittle.
The Lord God comes to my
help ..." (Isaiah 50:5-7). The
book of prophet Jeremiah says
of him. "] for my part was like
a tPustful lamb being led to the
slaughter house. not knowing
the schemes they were plot-
ting against me..." [Jeremiah
11:19-20). In and through Je-
sus all that has been said about
the servant of Yahweh took
their fulfilment. Jesus suffers;
is betrayed by Judas, his own
disciple; is denied by Peter. He
takes up the cross, endures
severe suffering and dies on
the. cross. The one and true
revelation of God is being of-
fered on the cross to deliver
human race from the sinful
state, He fook up The cross
only to gain victory over sin.

F
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In the world we witness re-
alities like pride, fight for
and degradation of
moral and religions values.
Gradually people are becoming
ocentric and closing their
to the needs of others.

communion.



