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Some Reflections Chief Election Commissio-
Record ner Justice adeque
Column: On The " resigned rut!rdn“ijé an uf?ﬁcﬂl
Shah ibria announcement J
oy AMA K His resignation was a -
Page 4 ted by President Abdur Rah-
man Biswas, the announ-
cement added.
FOCI]S A new CEC ig likely to be
I — :;Hﬁﬁdla?ted‘tudny. according to
cial sources.
Law & Our Rights Justice Sadeque stepped

down amidst persistent de-
mand from three major politi-
cal parties — A League,
Jatiya Party and Jamaat-e-
Islami — for his resignation
and reorganisation of the

Election Commission.

The es including
the BNP are learnt to have
suggested names for his re-
placement dun:} their sepa-
rate meetings with the chief

I blaA black law and its

| blatant use; Prioritising
people; and Human

rights organisations —
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By Staff Correspondent

adviser of the caretaker gov-
ernment last week.

The names of Justice
Naimuddin, Justice Badrud-

. doza and former cabinet

secretary Mujibul Haq are be-

ing talked about as possible
replacement for Justice
Sadeque.

Justice Sadeque was ap-
nted on April 27 last year
glthr: President in consuita-
tion with former prime minis-
ter Begum Khaleda Zia who
also step down on March

30 in the face of a non-cooper-
ation movement.

According to sources, one
of the major’ parties had ob-
ected to a former bureaucrat

::[ilrl.ﬁ_l the CEC, while the
three other parties did not
0 it.

é en approached for reac-

tion last night, Awami League
organising secretary Moham-
mad Nasim told The Daily Star
that leaders of AL, Jatiya Party
and Jamaat, who were atten-
ding a meeting of the liaison
committee at that time 'brea-
thed a sigh of relief at the
news of Sadeque’'s resignation.

No BNP leader could be
contacted late last night for
reaction.

UNB adds: Awami League
Presidium member Tofael
Ahmed yesterday described
the resignation of the Chief
Election Commissioner as the
victory of their movement. '

In his reaction. Tofael said
Justice Sadeque was com-
pelled to quit in the face of the
persistent demand by the ma-
jor political parties.

See Page 12 col 8

Justice Sadeque resigns

Justice Sadeque

| desh
. Board begin on the same day, -

@The Baily Star

The Secondary
tificate (SSC) examinations of
1996 begin today under the

achool Cer-

aegis ol the five' education
boards of the country, reports
UNB.
Besides, the Dakhil exami-
nations of 1996 under Bangla-
Madrassah Education

sources said.
The SSC examination was

d | scheduled to begin on March

27. but later it was shifted to
April 7 due to political unrest

. | in the country.

A total of 553,000 candi-

. dates for SSC and Dakhil

examinations are expected to
sit for the examinations in
1,045 centres all over the
country. Of them, 4.78,275 are

I 55C examinees while Dakhil

candidates are about 75.000.
For the SSC examinations,
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NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A. DHAKA.

TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

the authorities have set up 750
centrgs at home while five
centres outside the country.

Of the SSC candidates,
1,41,000 students under
Dhaka Board, 1,20.000 stu-
dents under Rajshahi Board,
85,000 under Jessore Board
and 1.30,000 students under
Comilla and Chittagong boards
are expected to appear in the
examinations,

In the capital city, the SSC
and Dakhil examinations will
be held in 60 school centres
and two in madrassah centres.

Meanwhile, sodrces said all
Preparatinn have been made
or these examinations. The
authorities have restricted any
kind of gathering or movement
of more than four people in
200 yards of the examination
centres to ensure peaceful
holding of the examinations.
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Awami League President Sheikh Hasina addressing a huge public nu'ng al Manik Mia Avenue in the city _wesay.
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By Staff Correspondent

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina said yesterday
that her party. if voted to
power, would establish a cor-
ruption-free administrative
system and ensure that the
administration did not serve
any party interest.

“We will build a strong local
government structure with ad-
equate powers to the peoples'
representatives at the district,
thana and union levels. " Hasina
said while addressing a mam-
moth 'victory rally’ at Manik
Mia Avenue in the city.

"BNP government shot 18
peasants to death and deprived
the farmers of fertiliser. We
will make them happy. If nec-
essary, we will give subsidy to
the agriculture sector” she
told the rally organised by the
party to celebrate "peoples’
triumph over illegal Khaleda
regime” and realisation of their
demand for a caretaker gov-
ernment for holding general
elections.

With eerti
boldjng UT hundreds of por -
traits of Bangabandhu and
Sheikh Hasina and the tradi-
tional AL election symbal 'boat’
the AL president said: "If I get

supparters _

a chance to serve the nation, I
will eradicate terrorism and
corrupt ‘practices from every
sphere of the national life".

Hasina reiterated her call to
the caretaker government to
form an enquiry committee to
probe into “corruption and
nepotism by the former primé
minister, her relatives, mem-
bers of her cabinet and leaders
ol BNP."

The AL chief demanded re-
formation of the administra-
tion for the success of the ille-
gal arms recovery drive acldin%
“With guns in the hands of BN
men an election can never be
conducted in a free and fair
manure." She also demanded
overhauling of the police ad-
ministration.

"She also ﬁlEdgFEd giving au-
tonomy to the electronic me-
dia, economic uplift of the do-
wntrodden and the ‘oppressed’
womenfolk.

Before a huge colourful

led by

victory procession
Moo SR 1% Coppers
tion A afd Hanit wis

brou out, the AL chief in

her 15-minute speech. vowed

to free the nation. from illiter-
See Page 12 Col 1
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Tuﬂ bankers at a meeting
with high officials of the fi
nance ministry yesterday felt
that promulgation of a fresh
ordinance concerning bank
loan defaulters was neces
for maintenance of financial
discipline

ith Bangladesh Bank Gov

A Case for Thr

i ernor Khurshed Alam in the

chair. the meeting. attended

wheelers by the Secretary of the banking
PI'US division and managing direc
——— — | tors ol commercial . also

discussed the present liquidity
crisis in the banks due to the
nmuntl.n.g re for settling
import bills that had been
pending during political un
rest, meeting sources said
| The nrﬂlnﬁ.rli held at the
ik

Eﬁlr top executives of the

country's banking sector ob
served that alt the ordi
nance was pr intended
to debar bank loan defaulters
from participating in the gen-

NEWS BRIEFS

Sri Lankan President Chan
drika Kumaratunga has felici
tated Chief Adviser Muhammad

Habibur Rahinan en his as
sumption of office. In a mes-

sage day Kumaratunga | eral elections the bankin
hqni,mttrund:rumhldcr- | Systemn witnessed a substantia
ship. h would be able | loan recovery due to that ordi-
to u democracy in co-op- nance

era with political leaders. "Such an ordinance is also
reports UNB. required on ethical grounds as

I

Star Report

the willful defaulters, who put -

the sector in disarray. have no
right to lead the country The
government should immedi-
ately promulgate a fresh ordi-
nance as it is learnt that the
vested quarters are trying to
stall the process (of loan re-

" the chief of a private
bank told the meeting. the
sources sald.

The bankers observed that
the central bank should not
only ask them to meet the
crisis by raising money
through trading s and in-
ter-bank borrowing but also
respond to the situation by re-

Container vessels
to be unloaded
in 3 days

Container vessels anchored
at Chit Port will be un-
loaded thin next two 1o
three days to free the port
from all sorts of n by
next two to three weeks re-

ports UNB.
This was informed at a

See Page 12 Col |

laxing control on discount
window,

“The sitwation is different
now because earlier the ex-
porters used to pay for their
import bills from export pro-
ceeds. Due to the tical un-
rest, the clients of the banks
fafled to export but the banks
are forced to pay the outstand-
ing import bills to foreign bank
for avoilding black listing.” said
a4 managing director of a bank.
‘So. the eentral bank has to
play a definite role now and
can not just watch what Is
happening *

e Bangladesh Bank Gov-
ernor sald that the central
bank realised the gravity of the
situation and would take nec-
essary steps (o help the banks
overcome the crisis.

The ordinance concerning
bank loan defaulters, promul-
gated in December last, be-
came ineffective as this. along
with 18 others ordinances,
could not be passed by the
short-lived sixth Parliament
As per Constitution, an ordi-
nance, autm&uﬂc&ﬂr becomes
inoperattve it is not passed
by the Parliament.

‘Bankers for fresh ordinance ’
concerning loan defaulters

I
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World Health
Day today

By Staff Correspondent

The World Health Day will
be observed today throughout
the country as well as across
the globe with particular focus
on improving the health of ur-
ban dwellers through the
building of cleaner and health-
ier clities.

With more than half the
world's population predicted
to be livi in urban settle-
ments by the year 2000, the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) has chosen the theme
“healthy cities for better life”
for this year's World Health

The day commemorates th

Editorial on Page -4

coming into force of the con-
stitution of the WHO on April
7. 1948

in a message on the occa--
sion, President Abdur Rahman
Biswas said the pcl":yllcal and
mental well-being of the popu-
lation was a pre-requisite for
the socio-economic develop-
ment of the country.

The President observed
that a rapidly urban
population and lack of ade-
quate civic amenities, housing
and treatment facilities are
threatening public health and
causing environmental pollu-

See Page 12 Col 3
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Exporters, importers worried

Congestion fee doubles at
Ctg port from tomorrow

By Rafiq Hasan

The exporters and im-
porters are apprehending that
they would lose competitive-

| ness as the foreign shipping
| line operators are going to

double from tomorrow the
congestion surcharge on cafgo
ships arriving at and leaving

| Chittagong port

The Singapore-based Fee-
der Trade Commitiee (FTC] —
a platform of feeder line
operators — sald that the
congestion fees would be In-
creased as the port situation
deteriorated further creating

| severe co fon and regular
delay in 'releasing ships' from
the port

In ::i nolice served on
March 1. FTC informed the

| Chittagong Port Authority and

Shippers Council of
Bangladesh (SCB) — an organi-
sation of the importers nm:}
exporiers regarding use o
Efﬂ — that the decision would

eflective from March B

As per the decision. the
shippers will have to make ad-
ditional payment of 400 US
dollars per 40 feet container
instead of 200 dollars earlier

and 200 dollars ‘per 20 feet
container instead of 100 dol-
lars.

They have been charging
extra congestion fees since
May last

The leeder line operators
also threatened to divert their
stranded vessels to other

neighbouring ports. not to load -

cargo for Chittagong port from
foreign ports and pull out all
their vessels from Chittagong
if the situation does not im-
prove.’

5CB Chafrman M R All told
The Daily Star that exporters
and importers have been vic-
Ums of this congestion charge
which is not due to their faull.

He said "because of this
extra charge. the ucts —
both | ed and exported —
will be costlier affecting our

oona)euuvmru o
e said the estion at

the port is created due to fail

ure of the port authority to

ensure timely loading and un

loading of goods. So they

should bear the consequence

of the delay and provide com-
See Page 12 col 7
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Manzur Murder Case

The trial of former presi-
dent H M Ershad and four re-
tired army officers in the mur-
der case of former GOC of
Chittagong cantonment Maj
Gen Abul Manzur was ad-

{r::rncd yesterday till May 11

cause ol non-complance of

i one of the orders of the High

|

Court, reports BSS.
First Additional
Judge Akhlakur Rahman
Chowdhury adjourned the
hearing of the Manzur Murder
Case. when Advocate Mahbubur
Rahman. counsel of Major
retd) Kazi Emdadul Haq, one
of accused persons. informed

the court that he was yet to

Session

Hearing adjourned
till May 11

meet his client in jail despite
specific instructions from the
High Court.

The High Court, which had
transferred the case from the
court ol District and Sessions

Judge Abdus Salam, on a

prayer, ordered that the coun-
sels of the accused persons
mustl be allowed interview be-
fore the trial resumes.

Judge Chowdhury asked
counsel Rahman. a former
minister of Ershad. to see his

.client Kazi Emdad anytime on

or before April 20.
Others who are accused in
this case are Maj Gen (retd) M

See Page 12 col 4
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recovery drive .

BNP Standing Committee
has decided to s then the
party's organisati activities
across the country ahead of the
general election, reports UNB.

The decision was taken at a
two-day meeting that ended
here on Friday with a call to
the non-party caretaker gov-
ernment to arrange the elec-
tions in May. said a press re-
lease ay.

BNP Chairperson Beguin
Khaleda Zia chaired the meet-

-ing which instructed all units

of the party and its front or-
ganisations to arrange meet-
ings, rallies and processions in
the cities, and district and

- thana headquarters.

As part of the programme,
Begum Zia will address a pub-

lic meeting at the outer sta-
dium in the port city of
See Page 12 col 7

10 injured in
city clashes
By Staff Correspondent

At least ten people were
njured in clashes in different

.parts of the cltﬂ yesterday.

One Nazir Hasan, 35, sus-
tained bomb injuries during a
clash between two local groups
at Killar Morh in Lalbagh area
in the morning. He was admit-
ted to the Dhaka Medical Zol-
lege Hospital (DMCH), hospital
sources said.

Five others were injured in
the clash. Several crackers
were also blasted creating

>ee Page 12 col B

Bus dacoity on
Ctg-Cox's Bazar
highway again

From Our Correspondent |

COX'S BAZAR, 6. A
of dacoits Jooted valuable s

and maney of the passengers
of mﬂﬁ hmal: es on the
Cox's ittagong highwa
this morning. e . y

létI: daceits stopped : the
two buses at Aziznagar at
around 10:30 am and robbed
the passengers of their valu-
ables.

This is the fifth highway
rabbery in the last seven days

creating panic among the
travellers.

1’7 Rohingyas
pushed back

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR April &6:
Seventeen Rohingya Muslims
were pushed back by the
Bangladesh Rifles to Myanmar
from Teknaf in Cox's Bazar yes-
terday morning.

According to sources. these
Myanmar citizens belonging to
four familjes come over (o
ﬁmuﬂadcnh by cryssing the Naf

ght them and
handed them over to the BDR.
In March, some 136 Ro-
hin%as were pushed back b
the BDR from the Bnnglndug

lerritory. according to reports.

METROPOLITAN CHAMBER
OF
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY, DHAKA

Acknowledges with pleasure that a very large number of firms

inand around Dhaka have expressed interests in its study — “Losses
Suffered by Trade & Industry During the Political Stalemate”. It

particularly requests business firms outside Dhaka to collect the

Questionnaire and participate in the study by sending the requisite

information.

Firms outside Dhaka may contact the Chamber Secretariat

(Phones:9565208- 10, Fax: 863975, E-mail: sg@mcci pradeshta.net)

to ascertain the points from where copies of the Questionnaire may
be collected in Chittagong, Khulna and Rajshahi. -

-

The Chamber takes this opportunity in reminding all business
firms, banks and insurance companies, etc, to kindly return the

completed Questionnaire by 10th April, 1996.
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