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In t 1 andin
n g-g .l'l Yy expe ¢
tion find

en.g:;nu every-
day to go to t pnlirﬂ of
work or attend to their other

business. In keeping with the
high tempeo of growth in the
whele gamut of activities in the
spheres ol trade busi- ‘ss. in-
dustnes, public scvices, elc,
the housing. communication
and other ancillary facilities
have not kept pace. As a resull.
a Sizeable part of the urban
dwellers has 1o live in places
beyond the limits the"
s. In the cities of the
developed countries also, a
large number of people com-
mute to the city centres [rom
far-flung areas. Their commut-
ing has. however. been made
easy on account of the devel-
oped states of their communi-
cation and transport systems.
These facilities are lacking in
our eountry. : -
The number of suburbs
from which commuters come
has steadily increased. Among
the more important of such
suburbs, we may mention
TﬂnEIk. Azampur., Gazipur,
Kaliakoir, Kapasia in the horth;
Savar, Navarhat. Dhamrai,
Singra in the northwest;
Narayanganj., Narsingdi in the
east  an north east;
Keraniganj. Zigzira, Kamrangir
Char across the Buriganga river
and Sonargaon,
Demra etc in the south east.
The brunt of transportation
fsom these places is borne by
rivate’ or public buses. The
s system on the whole is not
v:,? regular and efficient.
Unfortunately. as pointed out

by some observers. As far as.

suburban transport and overall
transport system is concerned,
we have taken a giant step
backwards during the* last
decade. As examples, it has
been cited that suburban trains
have almost ceased to run and
the wide-bodied buses have
become fewer in number.

INO more
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ence of maney and muscle
powder,” said the former prime
Hlinister.

Begum Zia hoped that all
political parties and groups
would contest the coming
general elections under the
non-party caretaker govern-
ment.

In her six-page written
statement, the [ormer prime
minister also describ the
recent political developments
leading to the transler of
power to the carelaker gov-
ernment, criticised her polit-
ical opponents ‘for their re-
cent non-cooperalion pro-
gramme, list the achieve-
ments of her party while in
power and expressed  her
party's confidence in the care-
taker 'mment in holding a
free and fair polls. Later. she
replied 1o various questions
irom the journalists.

Yesterday's press confer
ence was her first since the
BNP quit state power on
March 30. She. however, in-
formally appeared before the
_press twice and addressed two
public meetings in the city
during this period. :

As regards her experience
since she quit power, Begum
Zia said: "It is angrcat pleasure,
Feople now joining our rallies,
meepings and processions in
larger number than they did
while we were in the govern-
ment.”

Begum Zia reiterated her
party's confidence in and sup-
port. to the caretaker govern-
ment and hoved it would be
able to ensurt neutrality and
impartiality 11 all spheres of

the administration while dis-
charging its duties.

She expressed gratitude to
the people for. what she said.
their continued support to the
BNP but alleg€t that many of
its leaders and ‘workers and
their houses or business estab-
lishments were heing attacked
by those ‘jealous’ of the popu-
larity of her party. "We could
retaliate in a similar way but
we want a peaceful atmosphere
and, election at the earliest.”
she added.

The BNP Chairperson said
they depended on the care-
taker government for rapidly
improving the law and order in
the country and hoped there
“would be an immediate end to
the 'harassment’ of the lead-
ers and workers of her party.

Begum Zia accused some of
her political opponents of de-
livering - provocative  state-
iments year after year, takin
up farcical programmes an
destroying property of the
people and the state. They
even spoke or acted in a way
which amounted to treason,
she said adding, "We overlook
all those things for the sake of
peace, consensus and democ-

racy.”

Mpl"hl: BNP chief reminded
the journalists of their sacred
responsibilities and urged
them to refrain from writing in
a motivated way and al
truth Y '

" Replying to .a question,
B:El,lrg] Z‘h said her party was
always for unity of all national-
" isl forces and added they were
working for such unity ahead

of the coming general elec-
tions. '

Plight of

Rupgani. .

‘take
grammes like non-cooperation. 9

. reeuve:i-y from
till to date.

By A 8 M Nurunnabi

which means. in other words,
while ne new amenities have
been adtled, some old ameni-
ties bave been allowed to dis-

and boats is lim-
ited. But MONsSoOons
when certain

suburbs are ble by
bus. launches and is be-

come the enly altermative. The
construction of the
Friendship Bridge
Buriganga has considerably
helped easy movement of the

ople from arcas such as
Rzrunlglnj and Zinzira. Even
NOw, te a good number of
traffic’ is carried by small ferry
boats across the river.

The lot of the local com-
muters is not also a happy one.

It is mon experience that
as l-u-:‘:mu one steps out and

boards a pubBc transport in
the city — be it a rickshaw or
an autorickshaw or a ar
a bus or a minibus —ane at

the mercy of its driver. You-can’
avoid this hazard if only you
take to walking, but there is a

- limit to one's phrncal power
in covering long distances.

On board a rickshaw, you
have got to be very alert about
the coriduct of the rickshaw-

uller while he is driving his
ragile vehicle. He seems to
feel ashamed if he can't over-
take other rickshaws in (ront
of him. The passenger be-
comes helpless as his word of
caution goes unheeded. The
assenger at the same time
eels apprehensive that if he is
too sistent in his cries of
caution, it might distract the
rickshawpuller 'which might
prove more hazardous.

A of autorickshaw
may l1:':-..;«:] a Eiulc . But he

may also become a victim of
the craze for speed activating
its driver, particularly if the
driver is new and young.

disunity

Asked if BNP would forge
electoral alliance with the
Jatiya Party. which also claims
to be a nationalist one, she said
that BNP was the nationalist
force, not the Jatiya Party. BNP
came into being much earlier
than JP. She, however, added
“In palitics nobody is a perma-
nent friend or foe. Time will
say everything."

To a question il her party.
would take an anti-Indian
stance in the cam | for the
next elections, she said it was
not opposing India and wanted
good relations with all coun-
tries.

Asked what would be the

next step of her party, Begum
Zia said, "Preparation for the

upcoming polls.”

+  Responding to another
question on allegations of cor-
ruption inst her and other

BNP leaders, she said. "These
are simply to confuse the peo-
ple. They failed to produce any
document in the fifth parlia-
ment to substantiate their
claim.”

Begum Zia told another
questioner that if her has
to sit in the Opposition after
the coming polls, it would not
up destructive pro-

"You saw we did not take up
any such destructive pro-
grammes in pur nine-year agi-
tation against autocracy. In fu-
ture too, we'll do everything.
considering the prevailing sit-
uation.” '

Present at the press con-
ference, among others, were
Abdus Salam Talukder, Saifur
Rahman, Khandaker Delwar

. Hossain, Jamiruddin Sircar,

Majedul Haq. Abdul Matin
Chowdhury, Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusul, Nazrul 1slam Khan
amm* others.

Recover arms from
I amaat-Shibir
activists ;: Menon

Workers Party general sec-
retary Rashed Khan Menon
yesterday (Friday) said the
people would spontaneously
come forward to aid the care-
taker government if they were
ensured food and security, re-
ports UNB,

Speaking at a workers'
meeting at the party's central
office here, Menon said pri-
mary responsibilities of the
carelukﬁr Fovernmtnt in-
cluded keeping the prices of
essentials within the people's
purchasing capacity, uninter-
rupted production in mills and
factories, ‘ensure workers
Salaries and bonuses and fertil--
izer for the farmers along side
the arms , ,

. He said it was a matter of
wander that when the Jamaat-
Shibirites ,were openl
ing their sl at var-
ious places in the country,
there was no report of arms

their possession

Menon urged the caretaker
government to seize arms from
Jamaat-Shibir activists. !

The meeting was also ad-
dressed by H Akbar Khan
Rano, Kamrul Ahsan, Abul Hos-
sain, Ahsan Munna and
Akhter Masrur. :
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‘the

City Commuters

A bus or minibus is
rcrh.p- the safest of all. But
here are snags in it. Once you
get into a bus or minibus, you
humnmu lose your idu:[;}uty as a
ﬁdﬁ. If you [ail \o a

seat. your u-l.ﬁl as a uﬂi
passenger Is constantly

ted to continueous pres
sure Ifrom the conddcter who

aces in the |Is very particular about his

mission for inducting more

m : s standing on

footboards get more fresh air
as compared with the stufly
interior of the bus. but they
run the risk of being dashed by
other vehicles or slipping into
the road.

it is thus clear that the
mi of the city dwellers and
also those from the suburbs
commuting on public wans-
ports knows no bounds. Thege
was a feeling of some relief
among the commuters when
the recently announced
that they were soon to procure
a good number of public buses
to case the presen! unha
transport situation. Al e
same time, it seems urgent the
authorities concerned give in-
centives Lo the private opera
tors in the transport sector so
that we may e 1 some im
provement in the lot of the
commuters.

At this stage. it's idle dream
to t that to cope with the
rising volume 1o commuters tn
the Dhaka city, it would be

ble for the government to
ollow examples set in citlies
like Calcutta. Tokyo. Hong
Kong and also in Pﬂillppmcs
and Indonesia, to go for mass
transit system by pushing up
wards Irom street level or
downwards below ground to
sel up light railway systems
But there is no doubt thal
since a similar situation is last
developing in our city. it is just
a question of time when solu-
tions will have td be found in
similar mass transit facilities.

BBC to look into
allegations
against its

Bangla service

~ The BBC has directed its
head of South Asia region to
look into the allegations of par-
tisan role and biased commen-
taries by the BBC Bengali
Service over the on-going mass
movement in Bangladesh. re-
ports BSS. :

BBC authorities have taken
the measure [ollowi a letter
of allegations forwarded to ils
controller of world service by
the combined co:ordinator
council of professional bodies.

" trade organisations and NGOs,

a council press release said in
Dhaka vesterday.

Perhaps, in a way.
the

| leaders Jane Alam.

I

Council convenor Advocate |

Shamsul Hagq Chowdhury has
send the allegation letter to
BBC authorities on behall of
Bangladesh Medical
Association (BMA), Ainjibi
Samannay - Parishad. Bangla-
desh Federal Union of
Journalists [BFUJ). Dhaka
Union of Journalists (DUJJ,
Association of Development
Agencies in Bangladesh
(ADAB), Dhaka University Tea-
chers' Association [(DUTA),
Bangladesh Tax Lawyers Asso
ciation, Dhaka Lawyers Asso-
ciation. Diploma Engineers
Association, Bangladesh Prim-
ary Teachers Association.
Jatiya Kabita Parishad, Dhaka
Taxes Bar Association, Bangla-
desh University Cellege Teach-
ers Association:. Muktijodda
Sangshad. Engineers Coordi-
naticn Committee, Bangladesh
Krishibid Parishad. Swadhinata
Chikitshak Parishad, Beter
Television Shilpi Sangstha,
Bangladesh Privalte Medical
-Practitioners Association, Sa-
mmilita Sangskritik Jote®
Group Theater Federation,
Bikhulda Nagorik Samaj. Ban-
gladesh School-College Teach-
ers Association, Supreme Co-
urt Bar Association, Bangladesh
Bar Council, National Primary
Teachers Association, Grass-

"root People's Organisation,.

‘Bangladesh Government Sec-
ondary School Teachers
Association and Bangladesh
Freedom Fighter .Teachers
Commando. - -

"We have genuine reasons to
believe that the BBC pro-
ramme of last few days in
all is designed to cenfuse
the ali listeners and ma-
lign the popular non-violent
movement for ‘democracy,” the
council alleged.

While appreciating the past
role of BBS. specially in llgl'?l
during the War of Liberation
and the anti-autocracy move-
ment in 1990, the council in
its letter to BBC said that un-
less it takes appropriate and
adequate measures to ensure
its non-partisan objective re-
Borung. the civil society
mn!ngladeut ma:i tfihinltxnnf talk-

a public position expose
the partisan role and motive of
IBC reporting in Bangladesh.

- DSE trading

From Page 1.

Current account deficit,
declining foreign exchange re-
serve, rising interest rates, re-
ducing GDP growth and in-
creasing food import in our
country are ‘creating fear
among the foreign investors,
Imtiaz observed. Further for-
eign investment will depend
on the next government's fi-
nancial policy, he said. ’

of

W

Tarwan Prime Minister Lien Chan met 50 representatives of 30 Taiwanese business asso-

ciations in China at the parliament in Taipei yesterday. The representatives held a public
hearwig in which they asked the government to sign a peace agreement with China in a bid
to ease tensions across the Taiwan Strait. I

+ AFP/UNB photo

Cong reverses de(B}Slﬁ ion
to expel 5 leaders

NEW DELHI r 5 India's
riling Congress (I} today re-
versed Its decision to expel
five of its top leaders who have
announced plans to rnn against
official party candidates in up-
coming general elections. re

ports AFP
Congresa spokesman Vithal
Gadgilt said the expulsion

orders issued carlier this week
for the five leaders Includin
former textile minister Kama
Nath and former human re-
source development minister
M.'lidhm-ran Scindia were in
valul

‘Mr Nath eor anyone _rln& :

does not stand expelled as ol

Rajshaht BNP
threatens

movement
RAJSHAHI. Ap BNP

leaders todav thredlened
greater movement in the dis
trict it the arrested party ead
ers were mot freed and false
cases -agalnst them withdrawn
reports UNB.

In a joint press conference
al the party's cily office BNP
district and city unit de-
manded the removal of Police
Commissioner Aminul Islam
far his alleged involvement ol

| ‘harassing the party leaders.

BNP city unit president
Advocale Ekhlak Hoasain read
out the written statement in
the press conference. BNP
Rafiqul
Islam Dulal and Salma Rahman
Were present.

They blamed organised
groups for creating violence in
the city, including Rajshahi
Urniversity campus, but no ac-
ton was taken vet

2 JCD activists
held in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Apr 5. Two JCD
aclivisis were arrested and an-
other activist was stabbed re-
portedly by rival group in the
town yesterday., .

The arrested are Kaves
Ahmed and Kayes. Kaves
Ahmed was arresied I1n an
aris case lrom the Sylhet air-
port i the afternoon. The
other activist was arrested
from a house.

Meanwhile, JCD activist
Enamul Hague, 25, was
stabbed 1in Subid Bazar area of
the town. The JCD blamed the
Islami Chhatra Shibir for the
attack,

today.” he sald in a reversal of
his previous statements that
expulsions were “automatic”
for those who [led,K papers
against official candi-
dates in the :
" "They are ,I?n essmen till
they are ex c
2 gt by -peclﬂ.
day after he asserted that Nath
had been booted out of the
party for fiing nominations
against an official candidate.
Political observers said the
U-turm was a desperate move
by the now-shaky C to
woo back the five into
the party fold ahead of the
elections, which is widely ex-
[x‘('ll!d to produce a hung par-
ia

menit.

The rty spokesman re-
versing Thursday's retaliations
agdinst the former ‘textile
minister sadd the Congress

constitution did not. provide
for automatic expulsions of
inenibers.

| have now gone through
the provisions of the party
constitution. The true peosition
is that such persons cannot be
expelled.”

Musclemen being

NEW DELHI,
political parties have report-
édly started booking frained
wrestllers with the announce-
ment of Lok Sabha election
dates, reports B3S. -

There are several camps
which are popularly known as
"Akhras” in ad{ulning areas of
indian capital. The unem-
ployed young boys are im-

ried training im such camps.

y are u to guard politi-

cians. to threaten peopie for

the crucial votes and if re-
quired to capture a polling
booth, said, a story in The
Times of India on Wednesday.
Most of the musclemen do
not have any political loyalty.
They are available on hire for
rupees 20 thousand to rupees
25 thousand per muscleman
for -booth capturing while the
fee: for land grabbing, the
amount varies between rupees
one lakh to five lakh for a
group of half a dozen of mus-
clemen. the story said.

The training camps of mus-

clemen are matter of concern -

for the lice as such cam
are us as hideouts for the
goons during election, the

story said quoting police

SOUICeES.

Kamal calls for

‘violence-free
campus

By Staff Correspondent

Gano Forum t Dr
Kamal Hossain yesterday said
that terr be

out from educational insti-
tutions including universities
for the greater interest of
nation. .
dacerd the | oo
sca | itica
which shelter the terrorists.
Dr Kamal was tal to a
group of students from :
ent educational institutions
Including Dhaka University
He recalled Lhe
role of the students in 1952,
1954, 19668, 1971 and 1980
and urged them to build up
ﬂ:‘hllr opinion In favour ol
iest student leadership.

Jamaat to put
¢andidates for

all 300 seats

The Jamaat-e-Islami will
put candidates for all the 300
seats of Parlament in the com-
ing election which the objec-
live to transform the country
into an ‘Islamjc welfare state,’
reports UNB.

This was announced by
Jamaat Prof Ghulam Azam
while winding up the emer-
ge session of the partys
cen working committee in

ous

pm'tyicadcrilndmtmhentu'

immediately begin a door-to-
door cam con ng invi-
tation to the masses lor estab-
lishing divine laws and rule of
the honest people.

2 JCD, Shibir
. leaders held
~ with arms

COMILLA, Apr 5: Pelice
rounded up 42 people, includ-

~ing two student leaders. and

recovered two arms from wvari-
ous paris of the district today,
reports UNB,

The arrest was made durin
a special hunt inp suspect
hideouts in 12 thanas to re-
cover illegal arins-and nab ter-

rorists.
They caught Swapan Dey
and Sanaullah from the town

with two pipe guns.

The arrested also included
JCD . district unit president
Amiru an Amir and organ-
ising secretary of Chhatrg
Shibir Mosharraf Hossain.

They were sent to jail.

Hasina: Clean up admin

Frém Page ]

League president urged the
carclaker government of Jus-
tice Habibur Rahman to consti-
tute an enquiry committee to
investigate “corruptions” by
amily members and relatives
of former Prime Minister Be-
gum Zia, BNP ministers and
MPs and to iry them.

Hasina also urged the care-
taker government to see "how
the former prime minister
could use the national [lag in
her car, spend money [rom the
public exchequer and enjoy
protection of the Special® Secu-
rity Forces (SSF)."

“If she {Khaleda} continues
to do so, she must be tried
after investigation into the
matter,” she told the slogan-
shouting crowd, '

Hasina criticised BNP
Chairperson. Begum Zia for
"thréatening the government
officials and employees”. for
extending their support to the

- movement for caretaker gov-

ernéttilﬁnt. o I ;
¢ said the employees o
the Republic are SUP posed to
uphold the causes GF the peo-
ple and they are not "servainls
of any political party.” The offi-
cialss and employees joined

their hands with the people on
the streets ignoring the order
of the 'illegal' gevernment of
m Zia, she added. .
asina alleged that the BNP
during its rule had presented
the nation only "dead-bodies,
terrorism and corruptions and
no else."
She briefly recalled the

| background of the caretaker.

government and said ple
earned it at the cost of blood.
She urged the people to re-
main alert against amny

‘conspiracy' by the BNP to mar
the hard-earned victory.

Hasina said, e I,l.k!!d

Khaleda Zia to accept the de-
mand for caretaker govern-
ment aflter we resi
parliament, but she did not
care for it at all.”

"Later she was forced to ac-
cept the demand after loss of
valuable lives." said Hasina. -

The AL chief also demanded
the withdrawal of all cases
filed against the political ac-
tivists during the non-coopera-
tion movement.

Rﬂfﬂnin%—. to Begum Zia's
claim that the Chittagong port
had remained open even dur-
ing the Liberation War, Hasina
reminded that the Pakistani
occupation forces had kept it
open for a while to unload

arms for killing the innocent .

Bangalees

B adds: The meeting was
the biggest ever in recent

times in the city as
le in thnuu:;pgf thrgnﬁdptcl";
dighi Maidan and ‘its sur-

rounding areas from Andarkilla
to Cinema Palace in. the west
and up to GPO crossing in the
south, turning the entire area
into a human sea.

Enthusiastic crowd were
seen on trees, roofs and hill-
tops around the Laldighi

an.

People came to the meeti
from different parts of t?li

litan city and districts
of Chittagong. Cox's Bazar and
the three hill districts.

As Hasina, wearing an off-

white silk saree clim the

raised dais at 4.40 , the
crowd gave her a s ova-
tion with welcome slogans and
cheers. "Go Ahead Hasina,
Hmzéc Chattala With You.” the
chanted in chorus.

A smiling Hasina waved her
hands to the jubilant erowd in

: { »

efore her arrival at the
venue, Hasina visited the
mazar of famous saint Hazrat

gned from -

".Chowdhury,

M

Shah Amanat. (R} and offered
Jfateha there. -

. Presided over by Ehlttagénﬁ
city Awami League president

A Mannan, the meeting was
addressed, ameng others, by
Abdus Samad Azad, Abdul
Mannan, Begum Sajeda
mir Hossain
Amu. Abdur Razzzk, Tofael
Ahmed, Suranjit Sengupta,
Prof Pulin . Ataur Rahman
Khan Kaiser,
hiuddin Chowdhury, Obaidul
Kader, Dr Mostafa Jalal Mohi-
uddin, K M Jahangir, Abdul

annan. Mosharraf Hossain, M
Idris, Ishag Mia. Moslemuddin
Ahmed M A Salam.

Mayor Mohiuddin Chowd- !
hury, in an emotion-charged
speech, claimed that Begum

ia's government killed 22
workers of Awami League in
the port city during the non-
cooperation movement.

e m urged the gov-
ernment officials to remove
the photo of 'Begum Zia from
offices.

The 'mayor alleged that
some BNP terrorists have
threatened government offi-
cials not to remove Begum
Zia's photograph. However, he
assured all cooperation t
any threat and help to the ad-
ministration to maintain neu-

lmﬁe‘ : asked Begum Zi
he mayor a
to 'apologize for her misdeeds

and of innocent peo-
in Cm;&ng. Otherwise,
warned, t e of Chit-

tagong will not for her.
Earlier, Abdus Samad Azad

demanded , judieial enquiry

;ﬁ‘l.lnu ‘corrupt’ ministers,

members
of Begum Zia. -

He also demanded an-
nouncement of the election
schedule to hold election
within 90 days under a new

Chief Election Commissioner.

ayor AB M Mo-

—

|

MOSCOW, Apr 5. Extreme-right nationalist leader

Zmirinovsky r

Zhirinovsky
June 16

e

i

Viadimic

egisiered today as a candidate in June
presidesrtial elections. the -Interfax news

. 49. became the third official
poll after President Boris Yeltsin and communist

aidate Tot e

party boss Gennady Zyuganov, reporis AFP.

[ragi Opposition meet i

n Damascus

DAMASCUS. Apr 5:

L8

day r s AP.

the 10
need

in Damascus.
stressed the
national lragi

the opposition in a joint
to ervd Saddam's rule.

because of their traditiomal ri-
valries

who participated in the meet-

| Ing "thoroughly discussed the

Next PM should

act as chief

By Staff Correspondent

The next Primme Minisier
should act as the chief execu-
tive of the whole
rather than of a particular po-
litical party, Mavor of Dhaka

Uity Corporation (DCC) Mo-
haminad Hanifl said yesterday

Lhe city

The Mayor thanked
projection’ of the natjonal sce-
naf v ineluding the political
developinent 1im the city,

the next governsient ..
fice ol the primer should be
Kept above any party affiliatton
and it must reflect the aspira-
ttons ol L2-crore people of the
country,” Hanif said.

Extending whole-hearted
cooperatign for the arms re-

long as the armed hoodlums
would be allowed to go scol-

and fair polls in the country
The Mayor clied a
non violent sit-in programme
from Janatar Mancha on March
23 which continued till the
end ol BNP rule dn March 30.

One barred from
boarding flight
at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

~ One persor. was prevented
lrom boarding an international
flight a* the Zia International
Airport (Z]1A) last night for al-
leg‘cd]y carrying one lakh US
dollar, according te airport
SOUICES.

The person who identified
himsell as a businessman was
reportedly stopped by the se-
curity personnel at the airport
at muuﬁ?i' 9:30 pm.

It was learnt that the cur-
rency was found in his bap.
However. customs official
could not give any details of
.the incident till late last night,

Dacoity in
 Cox’'s Bazar
From Our Correspondent

dacoits looted gold ornaments.
cash and valuables worth about
Tk two lakh from a residence
here this afternoon after stab-
bing a housewile.
eridusly injure
Begum, 35, wife of /Advgcatc
Kabir Ahmed of Te
admitied to Lhe ®S$trict Sa
Hospital
. The
men entéred 1
the Burmese M
1 pm. They tied two chil-
dren and stabbed Rarzia while
asking for the keys of the almi-
rah, F:amil}* sources ‘said. The

advgcate was not in the house
al the time.
The dacoits decamped with

20 tolas ol gold ornaments,
Tk 40 000 and other valhuables:
Garments
From Page |

before the export ortented gar-
ments indusiries emerged,
ships ol various Main Line Op-
erators and Feeder.Vessel Op-
erators voyaging to and from
Chittagong port could utilize
only 40 per cent of their ca

. pacity. After the development

of garments sector these
shipping lines gow utilize cent
cent of their capacity.

‘In this perspective the im-
position of surcharge at such
excessive rates due to conges-
tion for the time being is ex-

tremely uwundesirable.” he
adided. ‘
The President of the

- Bangladesh Garments Manufac-

turers and Exporters Associa-

. Hon requestied the steamer

agents concerned 1o move to
their respective principals for
taking necessary effective
measures for stapping realiza-
tion. of thé surcharge at the
enhanced rates

The Stearuer agents have
agreed to recommend to their

principals accordingly.

Ending a two-dav meeting

oups

s or a

pr "t
ting

ng'aﬂuun factions in the
past have failed te form a

viriited alllance against Saddam

The statement said those

executive: Hanif

country

He was speaking at a dinner
lor the journalists hosted by
him at his official residence in

the
jotirnalists for their ‘sincere

Whoever Is elecied (o form
the of-

covery drive the Mayor said "As

free no one can ensure [ree

COX'S BAZAR, Apr 5: Three '

presenting

Plan to involve army
. for ousting '

L ]
Iragi e
umifi{m groups hawve de-
jed to intensify joint efforts
to overthrow President Sad-
dam Hussein and enlist the
pivotal involvemnent of the Iragi.
military a statemnent said to-

hanism of rad:

ical changes m#h*l::.;.' involv-
ing the jragi army inside the

more effectively in the
process of changing "
- The statement no de-

the armed

tails on how

l;ﬁthl

fn to topple Sad-
dam. which leaders
in exile. Arab commentators
and others outside believe
can only be achieved full

am controls the
tary with an iron fist
the 1980-88 war against
awaited

who

failed to achieve results in the
battlefield. and unfest has

Cr kmw Guard
ac a
uniis. on MH': orders

1991 Gulf Wr:rq :

Campus reporter
receives threat
 to life

A campus réporter received
lile threat ycmrdcag allegedly
by Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
armed activists fgr r
the incident of bomb in
Suryasen Hall of Dhaka
University. r s UNB.

Two bombs went off In the
office of Suryasen; Hall
Students Union ou Thursday
evening leaving at leasy twe
unidentified vouths injured. -

Sources sadd three JCD
armed actjvists of Suryasen
Hall forcibly driven out Anwar-
Mnﬂmnliuﬂ resident ‘of ﬂ'l:r I';?:
a corres
Py s pondent .

Anwar réceived the threat
at about 1 am when he re-
turned to the ~ from
the neéwspaper office. How-
ever, he left the hall at dawn.

Meanwhile. in an emer-

ricy meeting, the Dhaka

riversity Journalists' Asso-
ciation (DUJA] decided to
1ssue a formal letter 1o the JCD
leaders demanding expulsion
of those responsible for the in-
cident. |

They also decided to go into
action if the terrorists were
not hrnuﬂ)tlntn book within
three days today.

"The university autherities
will take disciplinary action
against the, terrorists.” said
Vice Chancellor Prof Emaju-
ddin Ahmed when the DUJA

menibers drew his attention
lhis regard, g

Arms recovered

From Page }

seized from the arrested per-
sons, police sources said.
_Mohammadpur police in a
raid at Jeneva Camp Thursday
night recovered one sawed-
riH €, cocktails, three ma-
chetes, eight d and h
raw materials uﬁ#ﬁ mlnufacu#
turing fire arms and bombs.
None was arrested. . =

Electoral alliance

From Page 1

monitor the developments as
regards the three parties.

The sources added that the.
issue of aliance with Dr Kamal
Hossain's Gana Forum and
‘some I[slamic parties was also
discuséed.

An influential BNP leader,
when asked on electoral al-
lHance. said they t even
approach the left parties for
the purpose. )

Another BNP leader said
tiey would soon centact the
like-minded parties to discuss

" electoral allfance, formally or

informally.

It may be recalled that Ja-
maat had supported BNP in
forming government after the
1991 penecral elections.

- FCO report

From Page 1

Dhaka-9 and Dhaka-11 con-
stituencies. In their report.
they pointed out that due to
volatile security situation, their
activities were largely re-
stricted.

The ticking off of names on
the voter register was at times
done carelessly, leaving polen-
tial for ambiguity abeut who
had voted, the report said
adding that inadequate provi-
sian was made for voung se-
erecy. Citing one instance, the
report said that voters cast
their votes in full view of offi-
cials and other voters,

About the claims that 20
mr cent voters' 1D cards had

el issuerd mainly in the ur-
ban arcas. the observers ex-
pressed their surprise and said
that they did net see any voter
an ID :

Access to stations for the

elderly and infirnm was difficult
at some stations as the

hapths were on the second
third floor, the report added.

Bul given the circumstantes

under which this eleclion was
h-l‘_'li‘l
and tis stall are 1o be -
lated on holding an

all, the observers said.

the Election Conumiséion
at




