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China postpones
delivery of two
lakh tonne
US wheat

WASHINGTON, Apr

1996-1997,

department said here yester-
AFP

. reparts .
Joe Victor of the brokerage

firm Allendale attributed the
Chinese move to higher prices
for wheat shi ts be-
fore the en
trade
sched
sunmumer.

Wheat currently being
loaded aboard 8 in the
Gull of Mexico costs 5.93 dol-
lars a bushel compared with
5.05 dollars for eat to be
loaded in July.

Victor said China was in no
hurry at the moment to re-

ceive additional shipments, as
an order of 500,000 tonnes
was already on its way there.

o In addition, following

ar than for those

bunt

pling of
decided to restrict its pur-

chases to grain loaded before

April 1.

Farming

in air!
SINGAPORE. Apr 5: VEE—
etables are to be in the
air in land scarce pore as
part of a bid to uce pesti-
cide free, quality crops and

reduce the city state's food

import bill, reports AFP.
Devised by local scientists,

the " cs” tech-nolo

for ng ables is the
ﬂrﬂm dm% for 1
scale c ction in the
erly als here say.
A only temperate and
sub will be pro-
duced ginning with salad
Erﬂu such as lettuce, Chinese
ale, spinach and cocktail
tomatoes, said Ricky Lau
Managing Director of pical
Pe. Ltd.

Lau's company, which

adopted the tec fr-om
re's Nany echno-
cal University ). is

ting up a 5.6 hectare (13.8
acre] aro ics farmm which
could begin production as

as June.
nder the soil less cultiva-
tion system, will be
planted in troughs made of
styrofoam with their rotts sus-
in the air beneath an
insulating cover scientists
said.

Under the cover. air will be
cooled through machines to
simulate the conditions of the
temperate and sub tropical
homes of these plants.

Growth is supported by
su the roots of the veg-
etables with nutrients and
moisture in the form of mist,
dispensed through sprinklers,
the sclentists said.

Citibank workers
_stage protest

JAKARTA . Indonesia. Apr 5
Hundreds of workers of
Cittbank of the United States
staged a slowdown protest

such as "We
Billion ~

a
:

managers receive annual
bonuses now, but the union

NZ govt may
sell forestry
corp in 5 months

WELLINGTON, 5: Fi-
nance Minister Bill said
loday he the -
ment- fi ¢
would be sold in four to five

1 5: China
as stponed delivery of
mo& tonnes of soft winter

wheat that was to have taken
gllce by this May until the
une-May trade period of
the agriculture

of the current

to take place this

the
scovery several weeks ago of
an infection known as karnal
s in a small sam-
S wheat. China has

’

=

desperate over beef crisis

LONDON, Apr 5: Britain's
cattle farmers and dairymen

are growi desperate over
the beef crisis, their leaders
said Thursday, but the gov-
ernment held out little hope of
ﬁlnﬂ the l:“_ﬁwrt ban on Bri-
beef , reports AP,

Britain, attnmptin# to
overcome a panic over ‘mad
cow disease” in its beef and

herds, has to the
slaughter of all cattle over the
age of 30 months — the ani-
mals most likely to be infected.
Some argue for the destruction
of even more animals to renew’
consumer confidence.

"Wn?m had t'arlzl:mrf s ringing
us a saying "If t to
shoot my cows, thcy!;lerh:?;c to
shoot me first," farmers union
official Anthony Gibson told
BBC Radio.

"There are some very an
beel producers out there de-
manding to know what the

ment is going to do to

t their livelihoods," said

ibson. southwest di-

rector of the National Farmers
Union.

Britain won 70 per cent fi-
nancial compensation this
week from the European
Union for a partial cull of the
herd, but could not persuade
the trade bleck to lift its total
ban on British beef exports.

The ban was imposed after
Britain's March 20 announce-
ment ol a possible link be-
tween the cattle brain disease
bovine spongiform encephalpa-

thy (BSE) and a similar fatal
hhuman disease.

In France, the newspaper
Le Mondé said the government

was cunsidu'l:ig ki n’g 70,000
to 80,000 calves o
origin after the European
Commission agreed to com-
pensate such a move.

A spokeswoman at the
French Agriculture Ministry
told the Associated Press the

ernment had not yet made
a decision.

While the British beef in-
dustry has almost halted, Ire-
land’s has made gains because
of a very low incidence of the
disease and a policy of killing

entire herds where BSE is
found. '

Ireland announced Thurs-
day that three Swedish retail
chains have decided to stock
and promote Irish beef. In
Dublin, McDonalds confirmed
it would continue to use all
Irish beef, and two major Bri-
tish su
cided to identily and promote
the Irish beef they sell,

Agﬂlc:ultur{* Minister Dou-
glas Hogg held out little hope
of the export ban being raised

before the next scheduled EU
review at the end of the
month. :

1 think they had unbased
expectations as to what one
can do,” he told BBC radio, de-
scribing his talks with Euro-

I:: agriculture ministers in
bourg this week.

British_

arket chains de- '

"There was constant talk,
for example, of eradicatin
BSE in a very short period o
time as a condition of lifting
the ban. Now that is simply not
possible."”

National Farmers Union
president Sir David Naish, who
met Wednesday night with
Hogg and Prime Minister
John Major, said the prime
minister had called the beef
crisis one.of the most serious
problems he had known in his
political career.

"There are people with
very, very major problems,”
Naish :!ﬂ.lgy

George Lyon, Vice-Presj-
dent of the Scottish National
Farmers Union, called on the
government to add to the Eu-

_ Topean measures, which he

says 'do not go nearly far
enough” to help farmers, pro-
cessors and connected indus-
tries.

"We are looking ruin within
days unless a comprehensively
package is, put in place,” he
said.

Sainsbury's, a major British
supermarket chain, offered a
ray of hope. announcing its
beef sales had returned to 80
per cent of normal on Tuesday
and Wednesday.

It had cut prices in half last
week and sold out stocks in all
363 stores, then returned
prices to normal on Tuesday,
with its beef labelled by origin

“in Ireland or approved British

farms.

from eating beef,
scienlists warn
LONDON, Apr 5: Three -
arate teams of scientists
warned on Friday that le
can probably get mad cow dis-
ease from eating beef and

predicted there would be
more cases among those who

tucked into saus and burg-
ers in the 1980s, reports
Reuter.

The scientists who include
experts on dementia and brain
diseases such as creutzfledt-
jakob disease (CJD), are new to
the public debate over beef and
brain disease.

The warnings come in the
first publication of the report
that last months prompted the
British government to admit to
possible links between beef
and CJD, and in two letters to
the respected Lancet medical

journal.
Dr Robert Will and col-
leagues at the National

Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease
Surveillance Unit in Ed-
itnburgh described the 10
cases t ciy found that seemed
different tfrom other CJD cases
in part because the victims
were much younger than the
average age of 63 at which CJD
usually strikes.

After sﬂtlnf
their findings last month, the
government reversed its
assertion that there was no ev-
idence people could get CJD
from eating cows infected with
bovine spongiform en-
cephalopathy (BSE) or mad
cow disease.
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Gregory Chow, Manager of Tropical Aeroponics Pte Ltd, opens the troughs made of styrofoa
to expose the roots of the butterhead lettuce grown in an experiment in the run-up to the
launching of Asia's first commercial farm using aeroponics technology in Singapore
Thursday. Under the technology, vegetables will be grown in the air in land-scarce Singapore
as part of a bid to preduce pesticides-free, quality crops and reduce the city's food import.

— AFP/UNB photo

Palestinian Authority

runs up $ 69m deficit

NABLUS, Apr 5: The Pales-
tinlan Authority ran up a
deficit of 69 mil dollars in
the first two months of 1996,
and the Authority's finance
minister predicted a worsen-

lq economic HtuluTPfur the

"Il we continue lke this,
we'll end with a deficit of 300

million dollars this " Mo-
hammed . minister
of finance in the Yasser Arafat's
Palestinian Authority, said

The .
deficit for 1995 was 107 mil
lton dollars

i

funds lor our budget ™
‘Nashashibi said.
Donor countries had

promised B76 million dollars
at a conference in Paris three
months ago.

Israecl im a closure on
the West Bank and Gaza after a
series of suicide bombings in
Israel claimed by Islamic mili-
tants killed 58 people beiween
Feb. 28 and March 4.

The closure bars thousands
of Palestinian labourers from

their jobs In Israel and
H-lhlli'lﬂﬂllrlthchuu‘lm'ﬂr

_‘.
-1

estinian Authorit
closure costs Lhdvr
millon dollars a

£
of

ny

1
:

ILO seeking minimum wages
r home workers

make e f .

fmm rom w
menis, jewelry, toys, quilts and
maliresses.

UN group up to
Concerned at their plight.
the ILO is trying to win sup-
pert for a convention that
would act as an international

law to set minimum standards

odds are heavily
the convention

different t
ers shouldn't be regulaied as

e BE position |Is less
clear

Vi“etnam begins
aid drive for
Cuba

HANOI, Apr 5: Authorities

beq:nn their annual aid drive for
Cuba on Thursday. with official

newspapers instructing public
employees to donate two days

wages and urging everyone |

else to give as much as possi
ble. reports AP

Please give some money lo
help the Cubans.” appealed a
front - page article in Kmn Dan
(The Ernplt}_ the Communist
Party newspaper. It reminded
Vietnamese ol Cuban help for
Communist North Vietnam

| during the Vietnam War

The Fatherland Front a
my-dlrﬁﬂed social organisa-
that is running the drive.
sald the funds wil used to
buy rice to ship to the far off
fel socialist nation. It said
officials In city wards will visit
cach family to appeal for dona-
tions. Companies also will be
expected o give. with prizes
for those that overfulfll their
pledges.

an NGO in India.

The draft convention stipu-
lales a minimum age and wage
for home workers and their

mm Join trade union feder-

The world's most lous
nations — China and . are
ugrponlng the convention on
the ground that over-regula-
tion of home workers would
drive them underground. ILO
officials said

Germany and Sweden be-
lieve that an iniernational con-
vention may weaken their own
laws. Britain says the many
of homework-

Last year, when she toured
South Asia, First Lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton traveled to
the western city of Ahmedabad
to meet and publicly praise the
work of Ela R Bhatt, the B
eral-secretary of the Self -
ployed Women's Association.

Since then. Bhait has met
with US officials in W
to discuss the convention and

seck their su in Geneva.

Mrs. J ala aised the
West for trying to lish child
labour In r countries. But
she said also should go
out of their to make sure
that adult 5 aren’t ex-
ploited.

“The best way ito abolish
child labour is to ensure en-
hanced remuneration to their
parents.” she said In an inter-
view.

BRIEFS

TOKYO, Apr 5: Japan's Mit-
subishi Chemical Cor.. the
country's largest all-around
chemical maker, is in negotia-
tions to purchase German
compact disk manufacturer
Compact Disk Albrechts, a
Mitsubishi spokesperson said
Wednesday.

The spokesperson declined
to discuss details regarding
the price of the potential pur-
chase -

Mitsubishi Chemical. which
produces computer hardware
including magnetic optical,
Noppy and hard disks, would
be able to branch out from its
hardware focus into the soft-
ware business if the purchase

goes through, the spokesper-
son said.

MANILA: The Philippines
consumer price index moved
Eﬂfq per cent in March from

ebruary level, .leaving the
year-ori-year inflation rate un-
changed from a month earlier
at 11.8 per cent. the National
Statistics Office said Wednes-

Both market watchers and
government officials have been
expecting the inflation rate to
remain at four-year-high leyels
through the first quarter of
1996 as the country continues
to adjust to a February oil price
rise and the January 1 imple-
mentation of an expanded
value-added tax.

The statistics office said
most commodity group price
indices were eit unch
or only marginally different
from February levels.

Among the food groups.
only rice and dairy products
registered slowdowns from
year-earlier levels, while the

rices for corn, fish, meat, and
ruits and vthllqu moved
higher, the NSD said.

WELLINGTON: An elec-
tronic business card to ease
travel in the Asia-Pacific easier
WAaS pr Wednesday at an
international conference to
discuss trade and economic
ooperation.

e president of the Con-
federation of Asia Pacific
CHambers of Commerce, Aure-
llo Periquet, said the card
would be for business trav-
ellers from Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation (APEC)
countries.

The APEC card was In-
lended to cut down on visa and
::;:ngr-tlon requirements, he

Other initiatives from the
ccnltrﬂ;ciavhich was at-
tended business
from mainly Asian mul;'l.-r.g'

included encour -
menis Lo standar 5. tmt-nm
statistics, the of

information networks particu-

larly for smaller r busi-
nesses. and the creation of an
APEC trade ombudsman. On
New Zealand attMudes to Asian
immigration. Jellfrev Koo,
Chairman of the China Trust
Commercial Bank. said New
Zealand needed more peopie.

SYDNEY: Bank of T -
Mitsubishi (Australia) Lid.
established a 500 million dol-
lar euro-commercial wp:r

ent-

programme arranged by
pac Bankino Corp. Ltd.

The programme will allow
the bank to issue notes with
terms between seven and 365
days up to a maximum of 500

jon-dollars,

The notes may be denomi-
nated in Australian dollars, Eu-
ropean currency units, New

Zealand dollars. Swiss francs,
US dollars and Japanese yen.

CANBERRA: ies
ﬁ-;:m Tumm and are
ann to a te
aciogs, el g $ N iuiomg
Australian Health Minister
Hic}l‘ii::l“:m said.
Peremba SND Bhd will invest
about 50 million Australian
dollars in the Australian Hospi-
tal Canrt :
“This venture will enhance
Australia's role as an
of private health care and
ma t in Asia.” Woaold-

!

NEW DELHI, Apr 5: India
will extend its su to Tai-
wan for its entry into the
World Trade Organisation
(WTO), Intern Monetary
Fund (IMF) and other multilat-
eral organisations, a senior

overnment official said yes-
ﬂdﬂ' reports Reuter.

| d_renln% a meeting of
businessmen from both coun-
tries, India's Commerce Secre-
l:?r Tejendera Khanna said
India was keen to boost eco-
nomic ties with Taiwan and
will support Taiwan's bid for
WTO membership. .

"We have the friendHest
feelings for Taiwan and it will
be seen in the practical actions
that we take to uugﬁgg your
membership in the vee. B8
also the other international
bodies like IMF, World Bank
and so on.” Khanna said.

Current dv India does not
share any

ly,
iplomatic ties with’

entry into WTO

Thursday's meeting was also
attended by Jefferey LS Koo,
Talwan's unofficial Ambassador
and leading industrialist who
was accom by 50 other
Taiwanese businessmen,

Bilateral trade turnover
between India and Taiwan.
which was just 400 million
dollars in 1992 rose to 935
million dollars in 1995,

"The future scope is im-
mense,” Khanna said, while
inviting Taiwanese business-
men to invest in manufacturing
units and various joint ven-
tures.

In an interview to" Reuters
Koo said he expected Indo-
Taiwanese trade to grow to 2
billion dolliar in the next three

ears. Taiwan's total annual
rade turndver stood at 178
billion dollars.

India expects Taiwan to in-
vest in automobile s -
culture and electronics sec-
tors. Khanna said.

Clinton signs new bill
ending farm subsidies

WASHINGTON, Apr 5: Pres-
ident Clinton signed on Thurs-
day a ing farm bill that
abandons America's depre-
ssion-era subsidy programmes
in favour of a system offering
Fuarnntmd but gradually dec-
ining pnyme:}a over seven
years, reports AP,

The t said he sign-
ed the measure with reserva-
tions because it "falls to provi-
de an adequate safety net for
f farmers."

e fixed payments in the
bill do not adjust to c in
market conditions, which
would leave farmers and the
rural communities in which

they I:'lft vulnerable to reduc-
tions in rices or 8."
the president said. T
massive legislation cov-

ers a broad range of nutrition.
environmental. specific crop
and rural development issues,

While elimination farm
subsidies, it also terminates
Fmernmeut controls over what
armers can plant or whht
fields must be idle.

Clinton said he was
aware that farm legislation is
long overdue and American
farmers need to know now the
conditions under which they
are operation.”

He said a hallmark of the
legislation is the end of gov-
ernment controls over plant-

At long last , farmers will be
[ree to plant for the market,
not for government pro-

ammes,” the president said.

he expansion of plantin
flexibility will improve U
competitiveness in world mar-
kets.”

The seven-year "Freedom to
Farm" bill would end the link
between prices and subsidies.
instead guaranteeing farmers
st:adil!}r declining hhmﬂl'kft.
transition nts” based on
past subﬂcﬁzam

With farmers knowing ex-
actly how much they will re-
ceive from the government,
they will be able to plan ahead
saving money for hard times,
supporters said.

ut critics warned that the
new system could leave farm-
ers vulnerable when prices or
production are down and that
it is unseemly to pay farmers
who let their land sit idle.

It is estimated that the bill
would cut about two billion
dollars from farm spending
over the next seven years, -
ected to be 48.8 billion Sul-

Ehtﬁlﬂlﬁh"r? |

*Food supplies
to Tamil

refugees slow'

COLOMBO. Apr 5: Food
supplies to Tamil refugees in
northern Sri Lanka have
slowed because Tamil tiger
%ut:ril]na and a pro-government

amil militia were extorting
money from truck drivers, ri-
vals in the conflict said yester-
day. reports Reuter.

Liberation Tigers of Tamil
EELAM (LTTE) rebels said in a
statement on Wednesday that
extortion by the rival People s

Liberation Organisation of
Tamil Eelam (PLOTE) umilitia
had disrupted the flow of food
to the north.

It said trucks carrying foord
and roofing material to
refugees had been held up at
north central Vavuniya, north
of which is Tiger-held terri-
tory, after payments to PLOTE
cadres were stopped.

The PLOTE militia, a
former separatist group now
supporting the army's fight
against the Tigers, was not
immediately available for
comment.

But a rehabilitation ministry

‘official said truck drivers were

reluctant to take supplies
across as they feared being ha-
rassed after the government,
which hires their vehicles.
stopped the extortion pay-
ments, '

“The supply of food has not
come to a standstill but has
slowed. " He said. "Mines were
extorted by both the LTTE and
allegedly by the PLOTE."

Russia fines:
ROK ship

PETROPAVLOVSK-KAM-
CHATSKY. Russia, Apr 5: A city
court in Russia's Far East fined
a South Korean ship 100.000
dollars and confiscated
428,000 dollar worth of crabs
a news report said Thursda:
reports AP “ ”

The Pacific Kim. awned by
the Shing Yang sh:Bping Com-
pany, was detained by the Rus
sian coast guard on March ]|
in an area of the Sea of
Okhotsk barred to foreign
ships the Interfax news agency
said.

On board were 64 tons
crabs without proper doc
mentation. the report s,

The court in Petropaviovsh
Kamchatsky. a ecity on th
Kamchatka peninsila. rul
that the captain of the ship be
lined 100.000 dollars and the
crabs confiscated. interfax
said.

S
=« o JEngineeting Depattment (EastZone)
Re-Tender Notice

ender Notice No CE/E/ 19/96/W-V

Dated ; 03-04-1996

7
Name of work Quantity 1 Appruximatei Site ot T Cost of tender
| o cost | 'supply |  documents
Supply of stone ballast 38mm to 50 mm 2.00.000 Cft 40 Lacs Chattak Tk 750/
size and loading into Rly Wagon.

3. Earnest money
4. Eligibility

5. Selling of tender documents date &

place

6. Dropping and opening of tender :

documents date & place

8. Authority reserves the right to accept or reject the tender as a whole or part thereof without

assigning any reason.

: 2% of the quoted price.
. Registered 'C' class contractors of Bangladesh Rly ane
Ist class contractors of other Govt Department |
Office of the Chief Engineer/East. Banglades I
Railway/Ctg Divisional
Executive Engineer/Chattak Bazar up 1o 15-4-96
Dropping 16-4-96 at 12-00 hrs. opening 12-30 hrs of
the same date on the above mentioned offices.
7. Contractors of other Govt Department can purchase tender document with prior permission of
Chief Engineer/East/Bangladesh Railway/Chittagong on cash payment of Tk 3.000/- (T
Three thousand) only (Non-refundable) as enlistment fee for this tender only. 1

b ——

Bazar - l

Engineer/3/Dhaka and

[}

Chief Engineer/East

1
Bangladesh Railway !

+

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer
Sunamganj Public Works Department

Tender Invitation Notice F
(Tender Notice No. 39/1995-96) |

Form No. 2911 are hereby invited from Public Works Directorate approved
2nd class and Sythet Public Works
class building contractors for the undermentioned work. Tenders will be received in the
| & Executive Engineer, SylhetMoulv:- |

mnmnl up to 12-30 minutes of 23-4-96 and will be opened on the
e the contractors willing to be present. Each tender should be |

Tenders in

al Ist & Ist class, Chittagong

tender box
o Pubk

kept at the office of the

Works
12-45 minutes

Sunamgani

Public Works Zone

L ——

g

P—-—rr.—.--

Eamest |
money (In
Taka)

Prescribed time for
completion of work
from the date ot issung §
of work order

one unit mm floor {udnpt staircase) of
600 squarefeet residential quarters

attached to S
, 1995-06

1 District Police
year.

Tk 0.441/=

2 Tender document of the work '
of work, additional
(four hundred mw-m-; |

under Sylhet Public Works Directorate Circle during

his (in case of representative, with authorisation letter having

signature attested by the contractor) can purchase the tender H
book any day dunng office
contractor will not be considerable

of Tk 425/=
s offices
himself
representatives’
on production
any

:ﬁ'ﬁ

i

DFP -6430-20/3
G423

one other than

& tions and rules &

Sunamganj Public Works Department |

regulations efc. can be purchased on |
only (non-refundable) per set from all Executive

3 (three) months

office hours. Intending

hours up to 22-4-96, but tender

Md. Mohiuddin I
Executive Engineer

e



