The Baily Star

Founder-Editor: Late S. M. AN

Well-earned Thanks

People have once again, as they ought to, come
out on top as a result of the mass uprising of '96.
Our democratic instincts can be said to have tri-
umphed once again. As we bask in the glory of a
successful political movement which has strength-
ened the assertive role of the p«?}le. we would
like to pay tribute to our armed forces who, by
upholding democratic norms and strictly adheri

to the principle of non-interfering in political af-
fairs, have hel to stre en our democratic
institutions and gave the constitutional process a

renewed ur.
Frankly, after ‘71 there have not been too many

occasions when we could really feel proud of our
armed forces. On the credit side, over the last 25
., we felt grateful when they came to help us
out during floods and cyclones and found them
useful in retrieving illegal arms and catching
criminals. In the Hill Tracts their record has been
somewhat mixed, buil on the whole restrained and
matured.

But on the debit side, there remains the public
ou e at a section of them murdering Banga-
bandhu and his family, and the four national lead-
ers inside the jail. There is also the incidence of
killing President Zia, and the accompanying murky
deals of murder and cover up at the highest levels
of our army. Interspersing these events in late '70s
were numerous coup attempts and the consequent
secret trials and deaths. Then came a compara-
tively peaceful period of Gen. Ershad, during
which corruption permeated through the highest
echelons of the armed forces causing havoc to its
professionalism and fundamental mission. By the
time the autocratic regime of Ershad was torn to
pieces by an outraged public, the reputation and
image of the army had plunged to its lowest depth.
By all indications, it is to a remarkably trans-
formed armed forces — and to its matured, highly
professional and patriotic leadership — that we
express our thanks today. We.praise them for their
unswerving and unwtstjnncd support for the con-
stitutional process. We praise them for putting the
cause of democracy above everything else, and for
holding on to the belief by controlling temptation
for power and glory which must have been there)
that only elected representatives have the right to
rule the country. As desired by the people, our
armed forces have given a demonstration of their
pledge to democracy, a pledge they will no doubt
also uphold in the future. Let all the political forces
of the country now work together for a universally
participated. and free and fair election so that we
do not, ever again, need to batter our economy to
belter our democracy.

A Half-minded Hijacker

_Is it a sign that we are coming of aﬁe as a nation
? Bengalees are well acquainted with aeroplanes,
both as pilots and passengers, from as far back as
the introduction of commercial flight. Indranath
Banerjee distinguished himself as a radiant aerial
warrior on his British fighter in World War |. Be-
gum Rokeya was one of the earliest of women tak-

ing a sight seeing flight. But Bengalees never be-
fore could boast of a plane hijacker. That gap was
filled on Thursday when Zamir Ali of Chandpur at-
tempted to commandeer an Aero-Bengal STOL
plane on its way to Barisal.

But Zamir Ali was only half a hijacker. Inside the
cabin of the airborne Chinese carrier, Ali started as
a determined mugger — snatching a watch from a
maulana and a chain from a lady passenger.
Thwarted he had to use fisticuffs on the maulana
and the two ladies. By that time all the passengers
had wakened up to his nuisance and Zamir
switched on to act number two. Dangling a hand-
bag he said was filled with explosives, he asked to
be taken to near the Hazratbal mosque in Kashmir.
Was act 2 predetermined or came as an improvi-
sation? Zamir subsequently proved guite an im-
proviser — under the weight of police interroga-
tion. Is it possible not even one of the passengers
was impressed by Zamir's knowledge of geography
and of the plane they were flying as also his flour-
ish of Islamic josh ? Had they been travelling over-
ground, at least half of the passengers would have
burst into a laughter. What a comedy it could be.

But, indeed, what a tragedy it could be as well. If
nngr Zamir's bag did contain weapons or eXxplosives
and not his breakfast of bread and banana and the
man were a hardened criminal, things could have
been bad. The Babuganj police who nabbed Zamir
were no match for a true hijacker with true guns.
Zamir being only what he is, did not fail to beat up
a policeman. The whole episode could well be

worse and it is a near miracle that it ended up the
happy way.,

Fast Towards a Desert

Trees worth Tk 450 crore pilfered from one
single forest — would not readily =rund convinc-
ing. But if it is the Bhawalgarh forest we are talking
-about and the time span is twentyfive years of in-
dependence then the estimate would look very
very conservative indeed. For within this time the
part of Bhawal forest falling within Gazipur district
has been reduced to a paltry 44 square kilometres
from a sizeable 144 square kilometres — in a mat-
ter of ten years only.

Independent Bangladesh had three great chal-
lenges to its evolution into a worthy polity, namely,
the population boom, the drying up river system
and the receding forest line. Of the three some
progress has been made in the population sector.
The scale of the water management problem is not
wholly within Bangladesh's power to handle. While
no meaningful progress has been made in this
area, society is highly aware of both its urgency
and importance. And, hopefully, it should be only a
matter of time that Bangladesh and India start see-
ing eye to eye about the worthlessness of Farakka.

We are hopelessly lost in the third sector — for-
est. Forests are fast being lost to land hunger and
urbanisation, industrial and fuel needs, building
and furniture luxuries. And all concerned in those
variegated fields are defoliating the land with a
hardly suppressed sense of satisfaction.

A nation’s environment is best served with a 25
per cent forest gover of its area. We are said to
| have at present 8 per cont or thereabout. If thi
do not begin to change for good very soon, we s
be left with no environment. Or one that will no

| more sustain life.
s =

Caretaker Government: Issues of Immediate Attention
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extending our heartiest feli- o prime attention. voters rml ems regarding

citations to the government,
The nation is committed to
lend all sorts of cooperation to
the caretaker government so.
that a peaceful transfer of

wer inevitably takes place

gency basis. The finance min-
| should embark on a “life-
j X te solve these
shelved issues. An interim
budget for the nation should be

the sake of a free and fair gen-
eral election. The world would
seckon as to how a poverty-
ridden country values its free-
dom of expression and demo-

and hoodlums’ and mastani We
str feel that the political
stalemate only exacerbated an
already existing uncongenial
business environment created

lune set by the present gov-
ernment. On this scere alone.
we would like to see that the
present government places
some recommendations based
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Habibur Rahman and some of
his advisors rightly pointed
out, it is the deteriorating law

into the custody. So, un-
€88 necessary arrangements
are afoot to clear the fog inside

#.imng the lost image outside

ments sector should be imme-

relatively more accurpte fig-
ures the task force showuld also
make few recomunendations.

and order situation in the law enforcing agencies. the ere is very little doubt to  diately assessed and stabilizing from the public — and make
country. A crackdown on the hopes of arms rec drive  the notion that the image of actions taken thereof The A correct estimate of the due arrangements to arrest the
possessors of illegal arms t turn into mere : the country has been dashed sector should be freed from probable food deficit that the deterioration of confidence in
should signal the crack of e arms recovery drive has by a three-year-running politi-  any dues that the sector had o country t face in the near a representative government

dawn for a free #nd fair elec-  already started to clear the air  cal stalemate and the use of swallow due to political dead- future to be made soon A fair election and for thai
tion. It is also just not for the for smooth functioning of the toels that accompanied the lock. An Independent enquiry The task force report. in the matter a caretaker government

smoothness ol the upcoming
general election but also for
the sake of congenial environ-

normal business life. It Is ex-
pected that within a month or
so, the nment would be

turmoil The Bangladeshi em-
bassies abroad should be In-
structed to take necessary

is needed to evaluate the costs
impinged on the major export
subsectors. In this respect, the

wake of a short time-span.
should embrace only the fol-
lowing issues: foodgrain. tex-

is just one of the many pillars

for a demeocratic _
tmt the fu-

We would expect

ment for business and trade in able to make a dent in this to reverse the gear After extent of currency overvalua indust

the country that the issue of state of affair But does that all. there have heeﬁ a lot of tion needs to be assessed and t!i:;h:rldm““n? Commission ::‘:t mmﬁllmzp
law and order situationi should end all of our agonies or should positive developments within steps taken to remove cur (EC) needs to be revitalized rion-building rather than
merit prime attention. Over that assure people of a arms- the society that need to be rency misalignments The 1is- through a massive overhauling mere on a free and
the years in Bangladesh two ol free soclety in future? The ublicized to the foreigners sue of ald flow that remained As most of the political parties fare blishment of
the mast important con caretaker government should ght nation faced an insur- blocked so long would necesal do not seem to have faith in democratic institutions is the
straints to the world of busi sec that the upcoming gov- mountable soclo-economic tate initiation of a dlalogue (he current FC any steps permanent solution to the

ness are political stalemate

ernment can alsc follow the

cost over the years but it is lor

with the donors on an emer

taken by it might face unhin-

, wounds of our political unrest.

No More Rhetorics, We Need Clear Plans of Action

: by Nurul Kabir

by leaders of mainstream par-

election campaign may prove

slantiate the al tions. Such

tion into alleged corruption of

she would Pltld for a "national

ITH the general elec-  her future government would _ dence in 1971, has cast a by the court of law, follows
tions around the cor-  prove to be stronger than the shadow on ity pro-liberation trials of specific allegations
ner. the major poli- previous one when allegations tention of lagging behind Its charges against the minister, credlentials How much e corruplion. Failed to defend
tical arties of the country are rife that the country had leader Shei Hasina has  chances were that the com. the alliance with Jamaat their co leader in the
have aﬁtady started showing made maximum trade conces- started ncfunm,g the govern-  mittee could have discovered (one 10 AlL's iniage is vel (oo  court. the leaders AT BOW
their traditional inclination to sions to Inda. during her rule.  ment of Khaleda Zia of some irregularities In that in early o judge | out. to exploit sentiments of
rhetorics 1o win the polls. Without answering these, and ‘massive corruption” without stance. Al least a precedence he recent speeches of the innocent ,
. The recent speeches made other questions, her anti-india  producing any evidence to sub ol a parlamentary investiga- Sheikh MHasina indicate that The Jamaat-e- is once

again poised to its tradi-

ties indicate that the BNP is to lo be empty rhetorics. practice ol raising wholesale a minister would have been consensus’ as a platform on tional card of in 8
use the age-old India-factor _ allegations against political ri-  set. which to be voted to power. The Pq,rty frequently m-
against the Awami League. the Early indications are that vals is neither ethical. nor The sl unaquestionabl abo “Islamic ‘economy.’
Awami League will stress on BNF intends Lo attack its main does it hl:]p the electorate to But the pruhc body ceased sounds a hl'tt‘)ui it wou although such a m does

allegation ol corruption against

the Khaleda Zia administra-,

tion, Jatiya Party will try to
cash-in on "'sympathy” for its
imprisoned leader Ershad. and
Jamaat-e-Islami will play its
card of religion to win the

- hearts of the electorate in the

forthcoming national polls.

Since her stepping down
from in the last week of
March, BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia has been urging
the “nationalist forces’ to unite
against the "agents of foreigm
interests” who want to turn
Bangladesh into an Indian
protectorate like Sikkim:

For different reasons. some
are valid too. a significant
section of our population
nurse an anti-Indian feeling at
the core of their hearts. ¢
BNP intends to. once again,
exploit the situation in the up-
coming elections. But without
explaining why the country has

olitical rival, the Awami
ague, as the agent of Indian
interests. Already in her two
s hes made on 30 and 31

arch, immediately after

make a right decision while
voling for or against a party
As a party-in-waiting for
power. AL is big enough and
resourceful enough to gather

to function due to the AlL's abi-
stinacy that the SPECIAL body
must conduct a GENERAL in-
vestigation into the entire af:
fairs ol the ministry con-

still be a mere rhetoric unless
the party presents before the
volers a concrete outline of
wha! it intends o do. How can
we lorgetl so soon thal the Fifth

With the political parties developing tendencies to trade on rhetorics and slogans, how can the people exercise

their judgement in the coming polls? In our judgement, people's bodies representing different classes and
professions in the country should immediately mount pressure on the political parties to offer concrete
agendar-—-miaf, political and economic — which they want to implement after winning the polis.

handing over wer, Begum
Zia has attacked Awami League
as being serving the interest of
a foreign power. But the ques-
lion rcb::lﬂjnsij,hléglw does a re-
sponsible ‘ party ques-
tions the ?Sndanmntal Igyuhy
to the national interests, with-
out in ahy way substantiating
the allegation? Without pre-
senting to the public even a
shred of evidence. BNF's con-

and present solid proots in
favmra?[ its allegations against

litical rivals. But the party

as never shown any serious-
ness about developing a re-
search cell of its own, in any
real sense. The party rather
failed to show adequate sin-
cerity in utilising the SPECIAL
Parliamentary
formed in 1993. to probe into
the alleged corruption of a

Commitiee, -

cerned, although it was not
unknown to the AL represen-
tatives in the probe body that
all-party standing committees
were there to regularly
tor the activities Of different
minisiries.

The AL s campaign strategy
will definitely include making
use of the "pro-independence
sentiments’ of the people iIn
the general elections. The fact

moni- -

Parlilament, . constituted
through the fairest elections
the nation has ever seen, failed
to function effectively due to
lack of even minimum under-
sfanding between the major
parties? The AL Chief must
explain what magic would she
work to avoid a possible repe-
tition of that experience.

By all indications so far, the

not exist in any country of the
world. However, the plrt‘i's
for democracy Is the

biggest rhetoric. as it oprou::
the idea of sovereignty ol peo-
ple.

With the polifical parties
developing tendencies to trade
on rhetorics and slogans, how
can the people exercise Lheir
judgement in the coming

polls? In our judgement, -
E:le's bodies mpreuntmgptfﬂi

rent classes w
in the country immedi-
ately mount pressure on the
political parties to offer con-
crete agenda —social,

ﬂoﬂuul
and economic — which they
want to implement after win-

ninéuﬂlcpu : o

€ can argue that what is
the use of compelling the par-
ties to make commitments,
especially when the es
love to forget them after the
polls. Well, with the electoral

turned into almost an all per- tinued attack on AL concern- former minister. that this year is the 25th an- Jatiya Party is likely to bank pledges unmet, we at least
vasive market of Indian com- ing s indian ‘cennection” Had the AL been practical niversary of our indepen- on "people’s E}rmpatﬁy' for its would be in a ition to iden-
modities during the Khaleda  amounts to irresponsible and enough to accept. under the dence makes such a strategy imprisoned leader Ershad fo  tify those breaking their com-

regime. she will have a hard
time winninlf 5uc[‘;purtcra from
that camp. Khaleda has to ex-
plain to the electorate how

dangerous politics.

In terms of showing fond-
ness for rhetorics. the Awami
League has not shown any in-

————— e e

Sir. When |1 saw and read
the obitu of Professor Abdul
Wadud Mahmood published on

page 2 of The Daily Star on

rule enshrined in the Rules of
Procedure of Jatiya Sangsad
concerned, a SPECIAL inves-
tigation into the SPECIFIC

L]

more gtractive. However, AL's
political alliance with Jamaat-
e-Islami, the
posed our war of indepen-

party which op- -

win the heart of the voters.
Hussain Muhammad Er-

shad is not a political - pris-

oner. He has been sent to jail

mitments. and that will even-
tually help us to become better
judges as 1o who to vole for,
and who to not.
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himself as the 1st Roman Em-
erorr From him we learnt
ow much the Greeks influ-
enced Rome in art, literature
and architecture.

He treated his students as

ending. The crowd behaviour
was disgusting with a capital D.
| remember an MCC vs Pak-
istan match at Dhaka in the
early sixties when Hanpif Mo-
hammad was at his peak [ was

ticle lamented the US's lack ol
interest in cricket and the dif-
ficulty of finding coverage of
the World Cup. Quotes from an
expatriate whose gualifications

- for comments were having

cialities — bowling, bitting a
ball with a bat, having a cer-
tain number of "outs” — there
are surprisingly few similari-
ties between cricket and base-
ball., especially in terms:of

beconiing safer There niay be

seasonal variations but the
long-term prognosis is defi-
nitely one of optimism. In ad-
dition, major national regula-
tory bodies like the Federal

15th March 1996, | got a big " his friends. That was the rea- in school then I m threw a been to "a couple of major sir egies, the most fascinating Aviation Agency (FAA) of the
thud in my heart. | thought it " n why he was so much lived * tangerine (not a bottle] at a league baseball games were part of any game. To thor- US and the Civil Aviation Au-
could be my Professor Abdul ' liked by them. He was a boundary line fieldsman carried. He stated baseball is a oughly enjoy either one with- thority. [CAA) of the UK formu-

Wahab Mahmood who taught

sportsman, repre-

(Barrington, I think]), but not

"simple” game compared to

qut confusing comparisons, |

late t own safety standards

me Roman History during the n his college (Chittagong to hurt him I had hoped he cricket because "the pitcher recommend starting with an and strictly  enforce them.
years 1938 to 1940. [ checked ¢) team in football. He would pick up and peel it and only has to throw the ball." entirely fresh mind. As a re- Many smaller countries adapt
with his niece and my suspi- used to play tennis and table we'd have some fun. He didn't.  This is not true. The pitcher forme "moron” who has these regulations to meet their
cion came true. tennis equally well. Sri Lanka showed great does not simply throw the ball watched this World Cup with  respective needs. And finally,

Prof A W Mahmood [alias
Bachchu), son of late Mr
Abdullah, deputy magistrate

Last met Prof Mahmood
was at the Gulshan residence
of his relation where National

courage and again., profes-
sionalism. when they recov-
ered from such a disastrous

but rather engages in a game of
wits against the batter. The
pitcher may pitch either high

great enjoyment. I will cer-

- tainly never again criticis®

cricket as a "boring" game.

the major commercial aircraft
manufacturers like Boeing and
Airbus industries de their

from Brahmanbaria, was a Professor Dr A ue and start — 2 wickets down in the or low. inside or outside, or own guidelines for safety and _
‘brilliant student althou who eminent Prof Dr S Murshed very first over — and reached combinations thereof. He may [ maintenance,
ot 1st Class and st st in  were also present. Prof Mah- 251 in their allotted overs. ‘also throw different types of o [h“EmS'E“tEhh“ Urti It is equ naive to assume
istory from the Dacca mood is no lo alive but in  The ‘total certainly wasn't be- itches such as ‘fastball’, p2f ¢ Dt s ntversity. that most of the accidents are

University in mid-1930s. While
teaching in Chittagong College,
Prof Mahmood got a state
scholarship an went to
England for higher studies,
returned after two years and
continued in the same college

the hearts of his students he
will live forever. '

May his soul rest in peace.

A M F Quadir
2/ 17, Lalmatia, Dhaka

yond India’'s reach. But the In-
dians crumbled against the
spinners like the crumbling
wicket on which they had cho-
sen to, bat second. They had
beaten Pakistan earlier quite

cnnvincinﬁlg and were on top
of the world and couldn't even

curve," "slider”, or many com-
binations thereof. A large part
of the game thus consists of-
the strategic guessing between
pitcher and batter as to which
type of pitch will be thrown.
According to the article.

Air safety

Sir, Mr M Zahidul Hague in

caused by meghanical fallures.
Yes. it is one of the causes but
not the major one. Many other
factors of which human ele-
ments are no less important
contribute to major accidents.
Research and Development

till 1941, after which he was another reason why baseball is (R&D) plays an important role
transferred to Krishnanagar . contemplate a loss against the “"simpler” and a ?paur. or, :fpiit:::[}nscéicffﬁth lﬁ:’: in the production of modern
Government College. It was Glorious uncertain fast maturing Lankans, Lost - poor. poor cousin of cricket".  o\irney by air is becomin commercial aircraft, and eoh-
around this time. Prof = did and badly at that! is since the batter always has risky day by day.' No, it is nn% sequently, there is constant
Mahmood :joined short . cricket e crowd behaviour was 1o run, unlike cricket where (.« his gumznt t5 hianad an improvement in safety and
commission in the Army as a abominable. No one expected the batter decides whether to  y,ipad 2 preciation of the is- performance. ed fleet is
Captain. After cessation of Sir, | am no Aussie lover but  that from the usually sporting run or not. The reason for this S, He has also argued that regularly updated through ac-
World War I, he joined Pr m[y hats off to the descend Calcutta crowd. I wonder if the is quite simple. In paseball. un-  ‘the main cause of it Is me. 9Juisition of most modern air-
dency College, Calcutta, where of the not so genteel Englis- crowd felt that an outright de- like cricket, "ouls” are at- chanical faults in aircraft dur- craft with the state-of-the-art
he worked as a colleague of Dr hmen for their performnance feat would cause a greater hurt tached to the inning, not the ing flight.' This is also not technol (for example. Sin-
Shushobhon Sarkar, the head against the West'Indies cricke- to their guy:hc and "CHOSE" ~ player. A player does not go on wholly CorTect gapore Airline} or through
of the History Department. ters: They played a fantastic defeat y default. 'They Eatting until he is out, instead, ’ mandatory modifications
Later, he worked as principal, game and humbled the rejuv- couldn't beat us. They won by each time he bats, he must be The safety of air travel is (smaller carriers] of on-geing

Moulana Azad

College

enated Windies. From 14/4

default.”, This is corny think-

either "out” of "on base” (either

determined not by the number

fleet.

(formerly Islamia College), A D they recovered to ,207/8 a no Ing. The biggest losers are the hitting or being "walked” i.e of accidents occurred in a One should also bear in
P I {Assistant Director of Pub- mean achievement. Then cricket lovers all over the if the pitcher has failed to ven period but on the basis of Lind that new generation of
Member, Public Service Com- (two batsmen inst eleven As | said earlier, | am no: quired range four times. the is internationally accepted a8 gafety standards In other
mission. After independence of fielders). in a most profes- Aussie lover. | hoped the batter gets a "free” base). Also, the most reliable. Casualty ig-  words. all the major stake-

Bangladesh, he set his feet on
the soil of B esh where
he refused to come earlier
when it was known as East

sional manner. Their iniddle-
order clicked very well and
their fielding was a treat to
watch. There was no let up, or

‘Lankans to win the final in
style at Lahore and that was
at they did. indeed!

once the batter is on first base,
then the decision whether to
run or not as each succeeding
batter hits becomes relevant..

ures ie deaths per passenger-
kilometre-flown is the major
determinant of the safety or
lack of it in international air

holders, ie manufacturers,
regulatory -bodies, operators
and inter-governmental/inte-
rnational org#nisations attach

Pakistan. He'also became a vis- rather, let down. Their profes- Javed Helali The batter on base can even travel. These statistics are  the highest priority to passe-
iting Professor to Dhaka Uni- sionalism and never say die at- 6/1. Block C, Lalmatia. Dhaka "steal” and extra one — |.e take maintained and periodicall nger Ef,fﬂ}, IHfjﬁ h y any.4
titude really impre me and a base without another batter published by International Civil  eed for any other body. not

As a professor he was one

-who would keep his students

the lovers ot cricket in this
part of the world. Their not

hitting. All of this adds to the

strategy — and the excitement,

Aviation Organisation (ICAO).

an inter governmental body

even the unheard-of 'Interna-
tional Air Traffic Association
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