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Wiranata's

CHE LPE]!.'IirEEt!!:nglnnd.

Apr 4: Ardy Wiranata. silver
medalist at the Barcelona Ga-
mes in 1992 when badminton
made its bow. has not

qualified for , al a
r from Maunuu:%

g
Eﬂ? ‘places lower. will be
there, ts Reuter.
Wiranata, one of the sport's
great artists and entertainers
and a former All England
champion, is ranked world

number seven.

But such is the strength of
Indonesian badminton that he
is rated only fourth in his own
country. As only a maximum ‘of
three players from any one
country are permitted,
Wiranata misses out in favour
of world champion Heryanto
Arbi. world number one Joko
Suprianto and Olympic cham-
pion Allan Budi Kusuma.

The full list of qualifiers.
based on the latest world rank-
ings. was released on Wednes-
day by ‘the International
Badminton Federation (IBF).

Referring to Wiranata, a

keswoman said: "Be
ol the world's t nuciélgem
badminton country does have
its drawbacks."”

Ironically, as each continent
must supply at least one

layer, world ranked 186

larisse of Mauritius, will be in
Atlanta, fulfilling the African
requirement.

Compatriot Martine de
Souza, ranked 149 the
women, will also make the
trip, pitched against such as
world champion Ye Zhaoying of
China ‘and titleholder Susi
Susanti of Indonesia.

The mixed doubles, being
staged for the first time, fea-
tures South Korean doubles
specialist Park Joo-Bong, who
has come out of retirement to
try to add gold to the men's
doubles title he won in
Barcelona.

Krajicek's no
to Atlanta

THE HAGUE, Apr 4. Duich
tennis star Richard Krajicek
has become the latest player to
refuse to play in the Atlanta
Olympics, reporis AFP.

Instead the 24-year-old has
decided to compete in the Los

Angeles' Open. where he
reached the semi-final's last
year

World number one Thomas
Muster of Austria, American
Michael Chang, Sweden's Ste-
fan Edberg and Chili's Marcelo
Rios have already turned down
the chance to compete in the
Olympics.

Dutch Olympic delegation
head Andre Bolhuis said on

Wednesday that Krajicek. who
had alre been selected, was
the first son Lo pull out of a

Dutch Olympic team.

- It's his choice, but it's a
shame. He is not motivated by
the Olympic spirit.,”  said
Bolhuis.

I Opinion

Change the WC format

The World Cup
1996 fixture was
prepared in such
a way that there
were (wo groups,

A and B. Regar-
hﬂ(tﬁ!‘ﬁvraﬂ ormance
there was a big debate about

which group was the str .
The general view was that
Group B was much stronger
than Group A. But, un-
fortunately none of the teams
could qualify for the second
round from the Group B.
Thevefure, the judgement of
- cricket fans was incorrect.

The fixture and the’ playing
conditions are to blame for
this. Therefore, the next World
Cup should follow the Australia
format of 1992. In that way the
Champion of the World Cup
will actually be the best team

the cipating na-

tions. In the World Champi-
onship the partici teamns
should play each other. The

team which will win most of
the matches would be declared
the World Champion. There
will be no argument about the
best team.of the tournament as
they would have won by play-
ing against all thcailaruclpaﬂng
teams. This will also test the
strength ol each team against
all the other the participating
nations.

It would be a matter of
great satisfaction for the win-

Tanvir Haider

ning team as they would have
proved their lrl.?)el'l'ﬂl‘ skills
against all comersd.

The next World Cup, there-
fore, should be played on a
league basis and the top two
teams should play the final.

The World Cup of 1996 has
left the supporters of this sub-
continent with a hea

e

Tanvir Haider, former
national cricketer
because for the first time a
game of cricket, the semi-final

at Calcutta, was abandoned due
to crowd trouble. In the st

there was no such incident.

This is a ﬁreat shame for India
and it will be very difficult for
this rcc%un to gain back the
World Cup Tournament. It will
also be remembered for a long

h "

time that another nation, Sri
Lanka, already hm’ing suffered
because of the security reasons
with Australia and West Indies
refusing to play their first
round matches. was also a
great blow to this region.
where this game of cricket has
got life and respect.
the World Cup 1996,
it- has been observed that a
high-value game can be de-
ci by wr means on the
table rather than in the field.
Teams of this region has
shown a new trend of selling a
match for huge amounts of
. The nation is host to a
bu of idiots who trade their
nation for their personal bene-

fits without respecting the |

sentiment of the nation. In
various national dailies of Pak-
istan it has been alleged that
their players have taken bribes
and this has demolished the
respect of the former world
champions. In Calcutta, too,
after the semi-final there were
similar charges against India.

If this bribery thing has at
all happened then there
should be a law to punish such
players and officials; so that no
such unhappy incidents can
take place in the next World
Cup. Thereby, the cricket-lov-
ltl;ﬁ fans can enjey the game by

ng assured that cricket is
being played in the ground and
not on the table.

4 M HILTON HEAD. Sou-
th Carolina, Apr 4:
Fourth seeded Gab-
ricla Sabatini and
filth seeded Mag-
dalena Maleeva we-
re upset in the second round
of the 926.250 dollars Family
Circle Cup tennis tournament
on Wﬂdnﬂda& rem:ﬁ.s Reuter.

Top seed Conchita Martinez
of Spain, who won three cla
court titles last year, had little
trouble advancing with a 6-1,
6-2 victory over Silvia Farina of
Italy.

Spain's Arantxa Sanchez-Vi-
cario, seeded second, was
blown out in the first set, be-
fore r to beat 15-year-
old Martina Hingis of Switzer-
land 0-6, 6-2, 6-2.

It appeared that Sabatini
and Maleeva had difficulty ad-
justing from fast surfaces to
the slower clay courts of this
tournament.

Sabatini, still tired from her
quarterfinal run at Key Bis-
cayne, seemed (o lose her
concentration against a red-
hot lirina Spirlea of Romania.
Spiriea, ranked 23, defeated

Sabati e
Ma .

year, fell just short in a see-

saw, nearly two-hour slugfest

with Barbara Paulus of Austria.

Pana

- UNDATED. Apr
" 4: A stunning dis-

Eh of individual
rilliance b;f(Fuh-
sh striker 8Z-
- tof Warzyrh:rgm—
ke the hearts of Ajax fans as
Panathinaikos triumphed ]-0
ip Amsterdam while Juventus
inspired by veteran Gianluca
Vialli blanked Nantes 2 0 in
Turini in  Champions League
seiiinal first leg fixtufes on
Weidlnesdd. .y reports Reuler
Panathinalkos. the Greek

champions. successfully sul

fered out wave after wave of
attacks and stole &

gau ?ﬂ
s away win with a goa
Warzycha four minutes from

Time.

Mercurial winger Geor
Donis, reportedly watc
English Premier leaders
Manchester United, made a
surging 30-metre solo run
before splitting the Ajax de-
fence.

Warzycha lofted the ball
over Edwin van Der Sar for his
sixth goal of the cam
ending Ajax's record 19-game
unbeaten run in Europe's
premier o ton.

The late win bore owut

by

Panathinaikos coach Juan Ra-

re-match
with

mon Rocha's

vantage

Kanu t the two best
chances of the first half
inigly wide of.Jozel W s
upr . while Finidi George
and de Boer kept up a

constant barrage of crosses.
But the Panathinaikos defence

Paulus, finally healthy after th-

ree ears of problems,
sque out a 3-6. 7-6. (7-5),
6-4 victory.

Spiriea, also a Key Biscayne
quarterfinalist, used.her pow-
erful game to perfection agai-
nst Sabatini. Serving strongly

and attacking at every oppor-
It's party time
for Panathinaikos

ATHENS, Apr 4: Thousands
of Greek fans stormed to the
streets of Athens on Wed-
nesday for a night-long party
with champagne and fireworks
after Panathinaikos upset Ajax
1-0 in the first leg of their
European Cup semifinal in
Amsterdam, reports Reuter.

Weaving club and Greek
flags the fans brought the city
alive blaring car horns and
Dancing in central squares and
streets. City Mayor Dimitris
Avramopolous ordered the
lighting up of Athens' streets
and ancient monuments to
honour the winners.

"We respect Ajax's history
but this respect ended when

the match started.” Panaithi: -

naikos' Argentine coach Juan
Ramon Rocha told Greek
reporters im Amsterdam,

Gabby, Maleeva go down

tunity, the 22-year-old Roma-
nian forced her opponent into
numerous mistakes. '

"She seemed confused
(with the fast surface), like |
did, at the beginning.” said
Spirlea. who beat Sabatini at
the Italian Open two years :

"l was trying mu}vmznt er
from plnﬂ“% lots of high balls
to my backhand, | wanted to
slice and come in at every
chance.” Spirlea said.

"In the ladt three years
here, | can't win a round,” said
the sixth-ranked Sabatini. who
won this tournament in 1991
and 1992. "It's funny. because |
love to come here and | feel
very comfortable. 1 was off to-
day, and didn't do much with
my game."

e lead changed hands
often in the encounter be-
tween Maleeva and Paulus, 25,
who missed most of the 1992-
1994 seasons due to surgeries
on both wrists, left ankle and
leflt knee.

'l began well again in the
third set, and was up 3-0. but
then | lost 8 points in a row to
make it 3-2. Then it was 3-3.
4-3. 4-4, Finally. it was 5-4 for
me, and 1 served with new
balls and won four peints in a
row. In the end. | won the im-
portant points.” Paulus said.

out.

Midway through the second
half substitute Georgios Geor-
diadis was dénied a breakaway
goal by an alert van Der Sar
who spread himsell to smether
the low shot.

In the end it was fittinmg that
the Greek side came away with
the spolls form the last pight

European soccer al Ams-
terdam's Stadium be-
fore its demolition.

Georglos Geordiadis was
shown his second card
of the competition and will
miss the return leg In two
weeks

i T e B,
. was ph

cl al in de-
“We tried everything but it
was not on ... there it will be

very difficult.” he said,

Striker Gianluca Vialli

scored his first European Cup

of the season as Juventus
10-man Nantes of France

»
&
56
2

1
|

past Ajax custodian Edwin
Leagne semifinal first leg

 April 3.

the 50th minute alter Pietro
Yierchowod fired the ball into
the area.

Yugoslav midfielder
Viadimir Jugovic made it 2-0
in the 66th minute with a
powerful shot from the edge of
the area. The match was
lormer champions Juventus
sixth European Cup semifinal
but their first meeting with
Nantes

Juventus coach Marcello
Lippi had warned his team.

Ch‘TG“ in 1985 not to un-
derestimate the French new.

, COMeErs.

His words seemed wise in a
first halfl in which Juventus.

missing suspended French
midfiel Didier Deschamps
and injured striker Fabrizio

Ravanelli, had the u hand
but both teams had tl?ﬁ:;tﬂ lo
sCOTe.

Nantes siriker Nicolas
Oudec, scorer of five goals in
the competition so far, had a
shot parried in the ninth
minute while Juventus forward
Michele Padovano was per-
fectly positioned in the %th
minute but headed over the

‘bar

Juventus captain Vialli had
the best chance of the first half
with a bicycle kick that would
have been a spectacular goal
had Dominique Casagrande not
made an c iially fine save.

Oudec the ball in the
back of the net in the 40th
minute baut the shot was ruled
offside

DREAM GOAL: Panathinaikos' Polish international Krzysztof

Carotti was then sent off for

a foul on Padovano after pick-
ing u ﬂs.ﬂm card.

e to things up

a bit by taking risks in the sec-

ond hall. and we got the 8,"

said Lippi, who started with

a determinedly attacking line-

up moving defender Gian-
huca to up into midfield.
"1 had for a third goal

and we could have it at the
end.” the coach /
"Now our chances of going

through are 51 per cent

although the match at Nantes
will be very different.” he said.
mindiul Milan's 3-0 UEFA
Cup defeat at Bordeaux.

EI‘Ih:jvy ayed a very good
first {. lﬁ;mned and
| had ec very de-
e -

In the second half Lippi
took off Vierchowod and
brought on midfielder Gian-
carlo Hnrn-cfhh.ul for more ﬂr;
E:N'H. substituting Angelo

vio for lltlckﬂ'rzltﬂh
bardo.

Nantes coach Jean-Claude
Suaudeau was involved In a mi-
nor incident with Lippi after
the maich when he angered
the Italian by y refus-
ing to shake his outstretched

"We had a first halfl but
in the Lhere was not
much 0 men could do
11.° he said. “"The resull was
fair but we can make it up on
the home leg.”

Wrzycha (L) placing the ll

van der Sar to scere a scintillating goal that won the Champions'
encounter in favour of the Greek champions in Amsterdam on

— AFP/UNB photo
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- Maradona's
Six-minute
parody

BUENOS AIRES, Apr 4: For
a fleeting six minutes, a heav-
ily-protected Diego Maradona
swapped his soccer boots for

bo.tir‘tig ﬁovel to t former
“worl jrwcightngcl.llumplun |

Santos Laciar, reports AP.

Maradona, entering the ring
Wednesday night dressed in a
blue-and-yellow gown to match
the colours of his team Boea
Juniors, held his own for the
scheduled three rounds with a
little help from Laciar, who
had promised not to hit the
soccer idol in the head.

Maradona and Laciar spent
much of the time laughing
rather than fighting and few
serious punches were traded.
according .to the Diarjosy
Noticias news agency. The
releree was Argentine come-
dian 1 del ;

The lack of combat didn't
impress some among a capac-
itiy crowd of 4,000 in the city
of Cordoba, 710 kilometres
north of Buenos Aires.

"It was a parody.” one
spectator said, who left the
ringside after the first round.
‘In a serious fight, someone
weighing as much as Maradona
wouldn't have lasted a second.”

It was not the first time the
35-year-old former Argentine
captain had tried his hand at
boxing. .

During his |I:urcparaunn for
the 1994 World Cup finals.
Irom which he was expelled
for drug abuse. Maradona often
boxed against retired fighters

in a Buenos Aires Gymnasium.
While playing for Italy's
Napoli in the | ‘s Maradona

also fought against Junior
light-middleweight' champion

i Patrizio Oliva in an exhibition
bout.

The fight was part of a cele-
bration to mark the 15th an-
niversary of Laciar winning the
world title against South. Af-
rica's Peter Mathebula in

Johannesburg,

All-star fund

PHOENILX. Apr gﬁn inter-
national filed of 450 swim-
mers, including the Olympic
swim teams of Canada. Por-
tugal and the United States.
will warm up for the Atlanta
Olympics with a fund-raising
s AP.

The May 15-19 event,
sponsored by Speedo, includes
a goll tourmnament, dinner and
auction.

“It's a Grand Prix meet,"
medal hopeful Gary Hall Jr..
said Wednesday. "There are go-
ing to be swimmers from
. world here. It's
preity much going to be top-
of-the-line racin ."E &

He sai® all 46 members of
the US team would participate.
Proceeds will help support
the American Olympic eifort
and the race-training pro-

amme of the host Phoenix

Club.

“The swimming events in
Atlanta are all sold out,” club
director Bob Hubbard said.
“This meet will give Arizonans
not going to the Olympics a
chance to cheer Gary Hall Jr.
and see the entire US swim
team.”

Hall. who won the 50 me-
ires freestyle. placed second
in the 100-metre freestyle and
won a third Olympic berth in a
relay at the recent US Olympic

s has begun a new train:
ing programme to build speed
and power.

One new technique |is
"assisted training” that involves
a tow rn;.

It's metres long and it
runs across the ." Hall
said. "You hook up this belt to
your waist. and it pulls al
any given speed. Eventu you
become familiar with that
speed. and it becomes recre-
ated in a race.”

down

ROTTERDAM. Apr 4 : For-
mer International captain
Ronald Koeman, 33. has de-
cided to play one more for
Dutch First Division side
Feyenoord, s Reuter.

Koeman, famous for his
:'Itrct l'r:i!ckl. had been
hinking of retiring at the end
of this secason because he was

dmw::d the quality of
the t:rfdmbride s

But afier talks with Feyeno-
ord chairman Jorien Van Den
Herik Koeman is to play for a
further year after promises
that ll'nr:luhmldgllrm—

"Otherwise it would have
been over in five, six weeks,
that is a bit quick,” Koeman
told Dutch television.

LAS VEGAS, Apr4
Unbeaten Ricardo Lopez of
Mexico extended boxing's
Innp;:t active world title

. by knocking out
Pt suthpon
to retain the World Bnﬂn?
Council (WBC) strawweigh
crown, AFP.

: who has now m;;
contests, dropped the
Er-nld Villamor 40 seconds
l;tmnd with a
superbly- timed t.

The "d‘oﬂmy m“-
:;n:h lay by the 28-year-

defence of the crown

he won by knocking out

J 'I.I ki Ohashi in

in 3

t was Villamor's second

defeat 29 wins and his
first outside of Asia.

Lopez iIs now looking for a

big-money showdown with

new International Boxing

Federation (IBF) junior-fly.

welghl champion Michael

e —
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i
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Argentina on April 3.
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PEESEFRERS. A

his mercy

during their exhibition

bout in- Curduha,-
— AFP/UNB photo

Davis Cup quarterfinals

Americans' tricky tie

LONDON. Apr 4:
A US team again
lacking Pete Sa-
mpras and Andre
Agassi face a to-
ugher time than
they had in the opening round
as they continue their defence
of the Davis Cup title against
the Czech R:puglh: in Prague
this weekend. reports Reuter.
The two stalwarts of the
American success last year de-
clined to be available ause
of scheduling and travel prob-
lems as they arrange their
years around the battle for the
world number one ranking.
Though the Americans
whitewashed Mexico 5-0 with-

i out them in the first round in

Carlsbad. California, this tie
looks more testing.

Todd Martin spearheaded
them in Carlsbad and will do
s0 again in Prague. where he
will open against Daniel Vacek
on the fast supreme court at
Prague's Sportovni Hala on
Friday. Malivai Washilﬁfwn. a
replacement for ichael
Chang. will face Petr Korda in

the second singles.

The Czechs are looking to a
fit-again Korda :2 provide the
spark. He helped the Czechs
sweep Hungary 5-0 in the first
round, won the Qatar n in
January and stretched Chang
to three sets last week in the
fourth round of the Lipton
Championships.

"The key to our team mov-
ing on is if Korda can beat
Martin.

"He (Korda) is a player of
the elite class and when he has
an ‘on’ day. he can beat any-
one,” said Czech Tennis Asso-

ciation president and former
Wimbledon <champion Jan
Kodes.

In Saturday s deubles,
Patrick McEnroe and Patrick
Galbraith face Jiri Novak and
Martin Damnm.

US captain Tom Gullikson
expressed full confidence in
his team.

"We have come with the
best team we could of the
players who could come and
we've come to play the best
tennis we can,” he said.

.ummmthm-'

Football for fusion

SEOUL, 4: Six

teen South Korean

civic and religious

roups announced

-ursday that th-

y ev planned to cam-

paign for North and South

Rorea lo jointly host the 2002
World Cup. reports AFP.

The groups, which include

a (rade union federation, envi-

ronmentalists. Anglicans, a

Catholic priests’ association

and the country's main

Buddhist order said they would

open a centre in Seoul on April

16

South Korea is vying with
Japan to host Asia's first World
Cup soccer finals, and the
International Football Federa-
tion (FIFA) is to decide bet-
ween Lhe two on June 1.

8

- T

The groups, headed by
ican Kim Sung-Soo,
told journalists they would visit

FIFA headquarters in Switzer-
land - possibly with North
Koreans - before the decision
date to press their case.
“"Korea is the only divided
nation in the world. i South
and North Korea co-host the
World Cup. then it will con-
iribute to world peace.” Kim
Yong-Min, a civic organisation
member helping promote the
drive, told Yonghap news

In January, North Korea
sent a to FIFA offeri
to co-host the Cup with Sou
Korea.

But the government in
Seoul dampened the initial
favourable reaction from sports
officials in the South, saying
P}run?ung should first ap-
proach Seoul directly through
a government-to-government
contact.

Reacting to the latest initia- -

tive, the South's bidding
committee told AFP it sympa-
thised with the move, and %
the door open for the North's
possible involvement at a later
date.

“This is an independent
initiative but all Koreans yearn
for reunification so we fully
understand the sentiments
behind this movement,” it said.

"We have said ourselves that
we believe awarding the 2002
World Cup to South Korea
could provide a new platform
for dialogue with the North -
however we fully ackno
that FIFA must first select
South Korea based on the
merits of our bid.

"Only then, with FIFA's sup-
port could we explore the pos-
sibility of North Korean in-
volvernent.

"Our bid is stroeng and inde-

ndent and we are confident
hat it will win us the 2002
hosting. We do hope however
that FIFA will continue to con-
sider how a World Cup on the
Korean peninsula could con-
tribute to reuhification of
Korea and world peace.” the is

spokesman said.

Boris Becker has pulled out
of Germany's Davis Cup quar-
terfinal match against France
in Limoges because of a virus.

. Becker's withdrawal .is a
major blow to the German
team which has already lost
Michael Stich, forced to with-
draw because of a foot opera-
tion.

David Prinosil and Hendrik
Dreekman will play the singles
instead of Becker and Stich.

The French are in pood
form captain Yannick Noah was
optimistic without being over-
confident.

The Germans beat Switzer-
land 5-0 in the first round
without Stich and Becker.”
Noah said.

"But | think we have a good
chance. | have a good feeling
ﬁcﬂng into this match. I'm con-

dent.”

In Caleutta, 1994, champi-
ons Sweden will have to cope
with increasing heat ‘and hu-
midity against an Indian side
hﬂpf\itl‘ in the conditions.

"It is getting more humid
and hot everyday. ! wish it
cools down from tomoirow"
Swedish captain Carl-Axel
Hageskog said on Thursday.

Sweden's Jonas Bjorkiman
will take on Leander Paes in
the opening singles with
Thomas Enqvist meeting Ma-
hesh Bhupathi in the second
on the grass ocourts at Cal-

cutta's South Chub.
The doubles will pit Paes
and Bhupathi against Bjorkman

and Nicklas Kulti.

Swedish captain Carl-Axel
Hageskong. who has lost
Mikael Tillstrom to a knee in-
ﬁ:ry. liked the draw with
jorkman playing in the f{irst

' match.

"He will play each day so
this will give him more rest.”
he said.

Feelings have been runnin
high ahead of the tie, wit
Hageskog saying on Wednesday
it could become, “a hate
match.”

"The Indians have been
really difficult, it feels like they
want to muck us around on
purpose.” Hageskog was quo-
ted as saying In the Swedish
daily Svenska Dagbladet.

aes’ triumph over Jan
Siemaerink was crucial in In-
dia's 3-2 first round triumph
over the Netherlands and his
higher-ranked victims in past
Davis Cups include Swiss Jakob
Hiasek, chmen Henri Le-
conte and Amaud Boetsch and
South African Wayne Ferreira.
"l am reallv happy that | am
mng in my home town. | am

ng lorward to this tie.” he
sald about meeting the
Swedes.

Che Daily Star & PHILIPS
~= |Cricket World Cup Quiz '96

Congratulations Winners!

(See issue of April 4, 1996)

PRIZE DISTRIBUTION CEREMONY

Sunday, April 7, 1996 at 5 pm
The Daily Star premises
LUCky winners are requested to attend.




