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An Excellent Team

A full-fledged neutral caretaker government is
in place. The appointment of ten advisers to it in
less than a week of the historic transfer of power
from the then Prime Minister to the Chief Adviser
has been both relieving and reassuring. Public
confidence has grown in the constitutional
process culminating in the creation of a dispen-
sation for free and fair polls. That is the big do-|
mestic gain, and internationally. we appear in
better light after the gruelling political crisis. The
stock of our goodwill overseas should start rising

now.

We congratulate Chief Adviser Habibur Rahman
on his thoughtful selection of a team of advisers.
It us express at the same time, our gratitude to
the incumbents for their decision to work with
him on a difficult but historic national mission.
They bring to bear on their jobs not merely polit-
ical neutrality coupled with the credibility they
personally enjoy in society but also a considerable |
fund of professional experience and finesse. They
are successful persons with good track records in
the fields of innovative development work,
banking, economic planning, industry, commerce,
teaching, technology and administration. Although
the team looks broadbased enough in terms of
professional representation, it is heavily weighted
towards economic management for anyone to see.
The concentration of advisers with economic
credentllais speaks for itself.

The economy has taken quite a tumble. Its
wheels have to move again. The discontinued aid
disbursements need to be freed up and consulta-
tions with the donor community re-started with
an eye to development financing for the coming
year through the timely courtesy of an aid con-
sortium meet. The three-fold agenda before the
interim government are law and order, economy
and polls.

The team of advisers seems to have been so
carefully selected that it should be readily accept-
able to all political quarters. Yet they need to con-
sciously let the non-party administration work
unencumbered by any overt or covert political
dictates. The bureaucracy and the public at large
are only expected to cooperate with the new ad-
ministration in the discharge of its onerous re-
sponsibilities.

BGMEA's SOS Call

President of the Garments Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA) Redwan Ahmed
has strongly pleaded for critical financing of the
readymade garments factories. About 1,000 facto-
ries have been closed down and the rest have
suffered losses from which recovery will be ex-

tremely difficult. All the productive sectors have
been badly hurt through the months of political

unrest and movement but it is the garments in-
dustr}r that has suffered the most. The reason is
quite obvious: an export-oriented industry de-
pending almost 80 per cent on imported raw ma-
terials must fulfil its contractual obligations or
court disaster. Our garments factories were hard-
put to meet their obligations.

Now that the neutral caretaker government has
taken over, we should do everything possible to
salvage the sector from an impending ruination.
The BGMEA president's plea deserves sympathetic
consideration. The interim government must need
to address the problems facing the industry so that
it does not fall by the wayside after all the success
and promise it had shown. Both economic and
social costs, in case of our failure to revive the
industry, so long ranking as the number one

too heavy to be hazarded.

rough estimate by the BGMEA puts the
working capital for an average-size factory at Tk 10
lakh per month. We think this can provide a basis
for a plan to help the factories over a certain
period. The new administration can work out a
recovery prodramme for the sector on a priority
basis. A daunting task it will be to persuade the
foreign buyers, who have alreadv moved away, to
reconnect with us. The BGMEA and the govern-
ment can work together for launching a promo-

tional campaign to regain the access into markets
abroad. ‘

. Free Media

The Daily Star's persistent campaign for the
electronic media's autonomy stands strengthened
by Sheikh Hasina's demand uf Wednesday. She has
demanded the formulation uf a policy for ensuring
objective and impartial news coverage by radio and
television. For all practical purposes that is what

the electronic media's role should be in a
democratic society. ’

What is most encouraging is the fact that there
is virtually a national consensus on this issue. Just
before the fall of Ershad regime thé three-party
iagreement on the issue emerged as a landmark
development that has since been left in the cold
storage most regrettably. We now plead for push-
ing ahead with this because neutrality of ‘the elec-
tranic media is the sine qua non for holding a free
and fair election. The caretaker government can

tenure by treating this subject as part of the elec-
ftoral code of conduct. |

Whatwaaskfnrisaettmgﬂletmwfornutmmmy
while it is finalised eveniually through an elected

representative parliament. Let all political parties
make an election pledge for autonomy in the

" militants |

foreign exchange earner for the country, will be far

indeed facilitate - the process during its short

lelectronic media.

Politics and the Corruption of Language

NE fall-out of the
sent  political tunnnll
which will have lon
term impact for the future o
political discourse in
delll is the corruption of

mﬂ itical lead-
ers l?: e pnliu more

guilty than others. none of the
mainstream political leaders is
without blame in imposing
new meanings
words as well as in adding new
words to the English language.
Some examples are examined
below .

": Even

before !ht ebru 15 elec-

tion the tion leaders ac-
cused the government of being
“illegal” due to the fact that a
substantial number of mem

bers of rlament had re-
signed. fact that the BNP
government continued to hold
parliamentary sessions despite
the absence of the tion
members certainly brings in to
guestion their democratic
credentials and even their le-
gitimacy. However, there is no

to existing.

question of its
since tlu rtm m

members 'rllldl
elected [nr I full term lnd
were therefore

prnchim- it

by Dr Saleemul Hugq

tans to stuff ballot boxes in
order to inflate the number of
voles they received. This de-
stroyed any notion of the elec-

tion having been “free and
fair”. | one Returning of-
ficer aptly described the

Fﬂl%l& Fchruarym as hav-
s outl In mnrn;l.n‘
I:;I‘ng “fair” but the after-
noon it became “free” (for the
ballot styffers) Historically it is
also true that apart from the
199] elections none of the
elections held since lndi.'m:I
dence can clalm to have

truly free and fair The last
election has only strengthened
the argument in favour of a

neutral caretaker ment
which even the BNP has now
conceded

"Demeocracy”: This word is

perhaps one of the most
abused ones in Bangladesh
with all parties claiming to
fight for its cause. The greatest
h sy is that none of the

itical parties actually prac-

Rehman Sebhan in this Mmrlmmﬁﬂ-

recently} did not en the sightl] In event it was not
tice democracy within their break of law and order 0 bad and the day passed like
owrn parties er all there is  or the non of eco-  any other hartal day .
no one (o stop them being nomic life (such as banks,
democratic within their own . transport, etc). Unfor- “Hartal": This word
parties but their love for tunately the present form of mh‘h-nﬁw“h:
democracy seems tg end when “non " is but a pale used in Bangladesh that it has
it comes to appl it to Imitation of 1971 which the been made universally known
themselves. lack of parties have to en- ﬂ:ruldhyruw
democracy also manifests itself force by physical intimidation in Europe America have
in the imposition by force of and more importantly, is at- by now. become very familiar
pﬂlticllprurlmmhhchu tacking the economic with this dreaded word

¥

try -are not the
'l-- -cooperation”: This Another aspect of the cor- On a mﬂyﬂu:mhmmr{
narmﬂlymmhlhemluntln g5 of language has been mchn?ﬂhth:m
withdrawal of allegiance to a the addition of new word to secretary of a friend and men-
government In this couniry the English lexicon. tioned. in passing. political
we have a glorious example troubles in Bangladesh. Her
which took place exactly "Gone curfew”: This new immediate response was “oh.
tw:ntyﬂw_- 8 ago when the coinage was used the oppo- you mean Hartals?"
people, uding ment  sition to at home we should take pﬂm:tﬂm
ﬂ"ltilll. professtonals. on the day of the election on in the word famous be-
bankers factory workers and |15 February. it was not clear m
even the law enforcement exactly what it meant but it The misuse of re-
agencies “non-cooperated” was generally held that since £ flects not only muddled
the nment in islam-  normal curfew (if there is such  thinking on the part of our po-
abad transferred their al- a thing) gves the law en- litical leaders but also devalues

legiance to Road 32. Dhan- ' forcement

in  shoot-at sight then

:

mondi.This episode a "gomno” have a on the
our history (which has been version would anyone nlitl:]:th‘pml in
aptly described by Prof. (meaning activists) B-m

dialogue on Kashmir at

any level at any time is

a welcome deve -
ent. But | have not been able to
make out what the Narasimha
Rao government has proved or
achieved by holdi a 45
minute-long talk with a few
that is their apt
description. Persons who met
home minister S B Chavan
have themselves said Yhat they

. lost their faith in the culture of

gun some time ago.

Presusming that they still
represent part ol militancy,
thqr are still a parlt. There are
reportedly 50 odd such u
A]Jeraling in the alle

though the incidence of mili.
tancy has declined. yet those
who came to Delhi do not be-
long to the shrinking number
Their only plus point is that
they dared to meet the home
minister despite warnings and
threats.

Even il their representative
character is not debated. the
representative characler ol the
government talking to them is
doubtiul Elections 1o parlia
ment are only a tew weeks
away. Nol even the most opti
mist see the Rao government
returning to power Sa. how
important 1s the dialogue or
for that matter, the commitiee
which has been entrusted with
the follow-up job is guestion-
able.

In fact. 1t is rather odd that
a government, which is practi-
cally at the end of its five-year
lenure. should think of finding
a seolution to the problem,
which is the knottiest. But
then a party clutching at every
straw is under-standably look-
ing for some slogans on the
eve of the polls. That the print
media should become a victim
to the gimmick is amazing.

A Futlle Exercise on Kashmlr

Wkuﬂnﬂﬂmmwﬁomﬂmm memmrmmm

overnment -

have gone
to the luwn on the meeting
shows that it was a publicity
stunt

The exercise. if gone over
to know the mind of militants.
has also not been revealing.
What the group told Chavan F
far less than what the
ment already knows t rnugh
the various direct and indirect
contacts it has had with more
representative Hnermnl I sus
peﬂ that the Intelligence Bu
reau was under so much
sure that it had to, produce
some militants’.

The three points made at
the meeting were nol new
One was that all detenues
should be released; two, the
security forces should be re-
strained from harassing and
victimising the innocent and
three, renegade militants
supplied with weapons by the
authorities, should be dis
arined.

Both Kashmiri leaders ol
different thoughts and human
rights activists have empha-
stsed on these basic Lhings
again and again. Even other
wise 110 Emt-rnrntnl worth
the name should play with the
lundamental rights of
%:oplc to slay free and secure.

thought . that the
-:rnmrnl arms some peop
fight militants is repu H lc-
democratic norms. How can

the guardians of law and order
he law breakers? A few days

ago, one colonel KP Rakesh of
Rashtriva Rifles said in an in-
terview that the army had been

The -:Fz the

the .

hmmuithatthtmehuhmmni-d&hhm

Shabir Shah are nowhere in the picture.

BETWEEN THE LINES

alan

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

using a group of surrendered
militants over a period of time.

The government would have
made more sense if it had de.
clared a unilateral ceasefire,
ordered general amnesty and
released all detenues number
ing more than 4 000 Such a
gesture would have crealed
proper climate for meaningful
lalks. Meetings like the one
held in New Delhi only lull the
country into complacency. the
impression that goes round is
that the situation in Kashmir Is
on the mend

A governmen!t spokesman
has sald that the ice has been

broken. This cliche has no
meaning because the govern-
ment 18 as distant from T -

sons who count as before
Young popular leaders like
Yasin Malik and Shabir Shah
are nowhere in the picture
Nor has the governmen! any
contact with any viable organi-
sation, not even the umbrella
organisation. the Hurriyat,
however divided. And the
chasm between the adminis-
iration and peoplie has net
lessened.

Indeed, the (treatment
Hwied out to real Kashmiri
leaders smacks of hostility. Not
long ago. Abdul Gani Lone was

so mercilessly beaten by police

Crucifixion, Resurrection — Eternal Love

A Message,

that makes our earthly
existence meaningfiul and our
search for alter-ego all the
more worthwhile. Love is not
merely a commercially
charming million-dollar: smile;
it is not a commodity to pos-
sess. Often we are disillusioned
by reality that love is not the
boulevard we dream of to walk
through in the evenings. Our
conscience. lime and again,
awaken us to the fact that love
is ‘'one thing that the most
powerful money cannot buy.
Only love can beget love. It is
often mistaken for chalk-bar
ice cream available in the
stores to talk of and cherish
for love. but given a serious

OVE is the touchstone
the alchemy — the pre-

it is the hardest-lound. ﬂgaln:
it 18 our 41nner-self, insight,
whole band of feelings that

says that it is love which is the
driving force, felt or unfelt.
And, urrection is a promise
of endless love for a Christian.
The Christians all over the
world believe the excruciating
pains, persecutions. passions

Inevitably connected to the day

~ of days like GOOD FRIDAY, are

the highest form of expression
of love. Almighty loves human-
ity — the humanity that is His
best creation. At the altar of
love, Jesus Christ was sacri-
ficed on GOOD FRIDAY. The
Easter Sunday, the day Jesus
rcsurrectti ollows the Good
a confirmation of bright

gnud 4[!&1'3{&5.+ full of Blessings of
od. We suffer for our belief in

the truth, for our adamancy to

carry forth the message of love.

handed down to us by God and
his sent prophets; time holds
that glorified” moment when
the truth triumphs.

Of course, the Christians
believe in the spiritualrebirth
of Jesus in the form of
resurrection more
ritualistically than others but
the inner concept is all the
same as is believed by others,
only in an other form and
expression.

Jesus Christ said that he
had not come to be served, but
to serve. And, his love became
universal when he convoked all
of us irrespective of any band
of identity to feel and care for
our neighbour, in the same
vein of the biblical good
Samaritan. We the humans
become bonded to him. at
least — whenever we try to
realise our true selves, the

to do good to others, and
our
when - extend

ewthlng Iur fellow belngs.
is that rare touch of altru-
istic love that made Jesus to
call the fishermen, the feogele
from the lowest rank, -
come his followers. The boy

trait by calling

character and
our

from Nazareth who once
showed unusual enlightenment
to talk equally with the then
pompously recognised theolo-
gian bigwigs, sowed a strange
the poor and

werless to be his soul-mates

ndeed. the ople expected
tl::- see more of a king than the
God-sent heavenly savior who
didn't have the might and cav:
alries: they had confined
themselves to self-created
limits and had been leading
the life of pariahs. They saw a

great miracle-bringer in him
who healed people. who
brought back deadman n to

this world: and not as the self-
defying beneficent. -

The apostles had thought
that this man would one day
bring the collapse of the Ro-
man Empire. The ruling peo-
ple and the then religious
eaders became anxious that
this man would take away the
power and pomp from their
nands and there would be a
Ereat upheaval that would

ring the doomsday to their
.control mechanism. had
been leading materialistically
E{nrg:nus life and had been

ippocratic enough to inter-
pret Laws accor to their
own wishes so that their inter-
esls were served and they
were regarded the  demi-
goods. So they had hatched

~ plots to hand over Jesus to the

representatives of the Roman
Emperor. As the Bible says. Je-
sus knew all these but did
not F his conviction to
love, love of humanity, because
he came to give us love.

He was then falsely com-
victed and the religious lead-
ers brought charges of anti-
regime activities, then consid-
ered sacrilege. 'n the faee of
all the charges, Jesus stood si-
lent. He did not make any vain
attempt to defend himself. He
knew that it would ha asg
was decided God. He was
then awarded the.most painful
and most ingloriotis death by
crucifixion.

Thus the Savior was cruci-
fied. Three days later, Jesus
resurrected and the peaople of
Jeérusalern had been mystified.
that a deadman had come alive

-again; death is not the final

end.

The Christians Lelicve Jesus
to be the Son of God. He in-
carnated to teach the great
lesson that the earthly death in
the name of love is a promise
of an immortal life. And that

the Ki himself kissed
dust for the universal love
his ., his creation.

e know that a lover can
to any length of sacrifice
his inamerata. The Almighty
who loves each and everyone ol

Timeless and Profound

by Hubert Francis Sarkar

us sacriticed himself to estab-
lish: the eternal message of
love. Of cuursr for us, the
COmMmon peo it  seeins
quite impossible tn make such
a great sacrifice. We are more
or less conlined to our own
narrow circle wherefrom we
can hardly make a passage out
to reach out to others. Of
course, pegple like Mother
Teresa has given up everything
lor the sake of other people. It
is manifestation of godliness in
us.And in a world where the
most of the people are driven
by materialistic persuasions. if
not by hedonistic crazes. these
are very much extraordinary.
However, it has to be seen that
love is not entirely uncommon
in this common life-spectrum.
As we are more-or-less con-
centrated to our selfish beings,
we rarely dare to trudge be-
wond our family clan, friend
circles, the party, etc.

If love had not been sown in
the heart of human beings,
who would have thought of ex-
tending a hand to a leper. a
handicapped man, who uld
have felt sadness for near
dear ones? There had never
been dearth of opportunists,
there had always been some
Pharisees, pretentious reli-
gious personalities, who had
made it their trade to -
late almost_everything; who
would even ‘prefer to pretend
like a lover; who would con-
trive eve to serve lusts,
that locust of human
that threaten to obliterate ev-
erything on its path. Love
when comes out like an ever-
surging force, incurring sacri-
fices as huge as to be compara-
ble to the whole universe, we
feel it is time to for the
Elrcalur ll:rl'l_!tl'mgl un&:r?:. the

y. He glorifies love so
hlgmi':ﬁrh that he dedicates the
whole of the universe for love.

Our noblemen lay their lives
for noble causes, our mission-
aries sacrifice to pick the un-
cared for from the road-side.
giving up their own comforts.

In the routine of life.
u;:lf them go unnoticed. But.

umanity has been hicky that

Jesuses have been appearing

and again in the course

the hist of mankind. We

become exu

greatness of these ple,

umm out across all identi-

boundaries. The mes-

ule of Easter H:II.II has hm
the humani

article is one
unpuh-luhld piec:l q?ﬂ'
writer w ﬁ.l
g.rilﬂlﬁ 1995 Juﬂhq:rurt

4 mind (or conscious min

tant to feel the ,

Hurriyat
siumber

that" he struggled for life for a
long time. Recently. Yasin Ma-
lik received injuries at the
hands of police. He had to be
flown to Ihi lor treatment.
(The government-owned All er grou
India Institute of Medical ﬁll o

Sciences refused to admit
him). Shabir Shah has been
detained once agaln. What

Kashmir

lookgut for such militants as
_are converient for it. (Simidlar
eflorts are afoot in Nagaland

The meeting at New Delhi
should, however, awaken the
leaders from their
They live in a world
of their own as if some foréign
nation is going to deliver them
People want
and normalcy. If today
group can talk to the govern-
ment of India, tomorrow a big-

will do so. Hurriyat
ace the fact that the
status of Kashmir cannot be
changed forcibly,
there be a solution which s

cause of J

mohan's But that is
no reason why cannot re-
turn to their hoime. If the
Hurriyat would take upon itself
the task of them back
it would send the of
Kash t. which is secular
in © all over In-
dia wiR their faith in

the Kashmiri ethos. which
iooks bruised and commu-
nalised at f
These who met the home

minisler are um.- ri t in
demanding istan
should be lnl-uc:lltad ‘-‘Hh the
t No t is
ﬂhb& plrm-nm peace L.
akistan are also

involved In Kaghmir.
ered an unfinished task of
titlon. But toucing all the
Emu at the same Lime --Hl.!'l'

peace
a small

Nor can

message does all this give? not acceptabie to the people of ihi. Srinagar and Islamabad
Still. State Governor Kr India e Hurriyat has to — may not be possible. Al a
ishna Rao has the cheek to say bring them round. and it s later Pakistan will nud

that he has delivered Kashmir
to ‘democracy His statement
that more militants and sepa-

ratlists are willing to surrender cussed

ible to do so because most
ndians are on
whenever this topic is dis-
want a solution

to be associated. India itsell
has said in the Shimla agree-
ment that the final settlement
on Kashmir is to take

the defensive

may hit the headlines but does When the Hurriyat opened lace. But first th{yl'lﬂl first. Let
not change things on the its office in New Ihi more ew Delhi first find out the
ground. True. the Kashmiris than six months ago. | imag- real representatives of Kash-
are tred of uneasy uncertain ined that fts leaders had re- mir

lile. They are a disillusioned
lot. They want a way out. Bul
their exasperation does not
show lessening of altenation
The status quo has been

forced upon them. But they
want to administer their own
allairs.

What kind ol autonomy will
be acceptable to them should
be the topic of talks. | think
that elections should be held
in Kashmir, not to revive Lhe
state assembly but to choose
representatives. Once that is
determined. the government
should hold a dialogue with
them. Otherwise, it means that
the government is on 1the

corps? What |

publicity
The

Elm_-whrrl: in

Dhaka Day by

alised that they had to win
over people in differeni
of the country. But they
to go beyond Delhi. Even their
[irst meeting in Delhi made
me leel that their appeal was
directed to foreign countries. a n'
Otherwise, what was the pur-
pose of inviting the diplomatic
I thought should
have been a gpod
a dialogue turned
gimmick.
rehabilitation of
Kashmiri Pandits,
grated to Jammu, Delhi and

years. should be now on the
top of Hurriyat's agenda. True.

A new formation will have
be worked out. The Rao
government hasgtalked only in
vague lerms — sometimes sug-

gesting near Azadi and some-

times ng back to a ‘limited
to india. The new
government, when it assumes
power at New Delhi, should
anvil a formula which satisfies,

as far as possible, the people of
Jammu and Kashmir on one
side and the ol Pakistan
o the other. In the mean-

parts lo
refuse

for
out to

who mi- while. no purpose will be
served in lg:‘:tung some mili-
the past few tants here talks and arming

some there for countering -de-
fiance.

Day

More Things in Sky Than
We Imagine

by Raffat Binte Rashid

Every one, to some extent. is enthusiastic
about heavenly bodies and their behaviour. You
may not be an avid sci-fl (science fiction)
reader, but when it comes to ‘sci-facts or sci-
objects’ your interest is infinite.

Only recently your passion for ‘sci- ha
ings’, took you as far as Sundarbans mJ now
this blazing discovery of the century, Hyaku-
take comet, is occup moat of your absent
Hyakutake was dis-
covered only this Jmuary O by a Japanése
amateur astronomer U G Hyakutake. [nterest-
ingly this comet was last seen on our earth's
sky some 10,000 to 20,000 years ago. A time,
;i;fm possibly man didn't even discover him-

“This sort of comets are called long period
comets, which a after a gap of thousands
of years,” says Shuvo, a first-year Mechanical

the western direction. Hyakutake is unusually
bright and can be seen with bare eyes pro-
vided you can concentrate enough. However
people of Azores to Australia are seeing it
without the help of any binoculars or
This latest obsession has made the scien-
tists around the world to reach to various con-
clusions — mw while some are
factual. While ting its path of rotation
scientists believe it to be the comet, (after the
one seen in the year 1983), to come most
nearest to earth, some one and half crore
kilometres closer. (Haley's comét was six crore
th lakh kilometre away from earth.)
yakutake — known as C/1996B2
(C for comet, thtmr scovered, B2 for cate-
gory), will be the closest comet to earth to
pass by this century. Scientists are ex-
amining the comet for clues about the origins

Engineering student, also a member of of the solar s:ntem Comets — 'dirty snowballs'
s
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Bangladesh Astronomical Association. The as-
nuctat!nn intrigued as it is with any space ob-
{ has set up a 'Hyakutake observation camp'
n Dhanmondi club mises for the gerieral
people to ence the unusual event. This is
open to public from 7.00 pm till 11.00 pm.

"We were not able to see it cl for the
last two days because of the full moon, on the
Ist of April it was visible but observers here at
Dhaka will get a distinct view later this week,
4th to 6th,” says Md Mash-Hu-Rul Amin, Gen-
eral Secretary of the Association. "It is now
t]'lll"lﬂ:i .m:l?b:mmhimm
to mi n it very c " sa
Bﬂtum Até.kh;g further that it td';“ be seen rn
the earth lmnﬂm
however, pmp.la of Northern Hemisphere
are observing it quite distinctly now.

The comet is seen over the northern Dhaka
sky just beside the 'E star’. It is going to
be visible throughout this month as it moves in

of rock and ice usually a mile or less to six

miles — have changed very little since the
birth of solar system about 4.5 billion years
ago, whereas planets, stars and other larger

bodies have constantly evolved.
Heavenly bodies are always
and whenever get a chance you don't mind
mepl into the telescope to see the space.
act just remind of their existence.
Bangladesh Astronomical Association with its
limited resources, can arrange viewing of the
ﬁuﬁﬂhodluproﬂdadmmlhﬁrm

of interest

the Verius is wild at the
ri of Saturn, the amaszing satellites of
Ju . or the crowded galaxy nebula etc. are



