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NEWS BRIEFS

Hasina's public
meet in Ctg today

Awanni League president
Sheikh Hasina will address a
public meeting at Laldighi
Maidan in the port city of
Chitiagong today at 3 pm. saifl
a press release yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

Khaleda addresses

press confece today
BNP Chair Begum
Khaleda Zia will address a

press conference at 5 pm to-
day at the party’s cemntral of-
fice. aﬂgny source said. re-
poris

"New DG of River
Research Institute

= Md Hﬂ;r:'lilh-n Chief
ngineer ater Develop-
ment Board, has been appoin-
ted as Director General
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Council of Advisers reviews law and order
e § ? .

The Council of Advisers
yesterday reviewed the law and
order situation of the country
and gave directive to the law
enforcing agencies to inake all-
out efforts for recovering ille-
gal arms maintaining complete
neutrality, reports BSS.

An oflicial handout said the
directive was given at the first
meeting of the Council of
Advisers held last night at the
Chief Adviser's office. Chief
Adviser Muhammad Habibur
Rahman presided over the
meeting.

The meeting also approved
the wheat and Irri/boro pro-
cyrement policy for the year
1995-96. Procuremert prices
lor paddy and rice have been
fixed at Taka 7.35 and Taka
11.50 per kilogram respec-

tively.

Procurement
paddy and rice has been fixed
at three lakh metric tons.
Procuremerit price for wheat
has been fixed at Taka 8.00

r kf and its procurement
arget has been' fixed at 50
thousand metric 1.ons.

Cabinet Secretary and other
secretaries concerned, were
present in the ineeting.

UNB adds: Heads .of mi-
ssions of different countries
and international organisations
mel with Chief Adviser Moha-
mmad Habibur Rahman at his
office yesterday.

During the meeling. the
Dhaka-baserdd ambassadors,
high commissioners and heads
of UN organisations exchanged
pleasantries with the Chief

target for

L Directive for arms recovery

Adviser of the non-party care-
taker government.

Habibur Rahman told them
that Bangladesh would con-
tinue its “friendship-with-all”

licy which the country has

n pursuing for the last 25
years since its Independence.

He also recalled the contri-
bution of different countries
and donor agencies to the de-
velopment of the country, "We
always remember and appre-
ciate their contributions." he
said.

The Chief Adviser stated
that Bangladesh would always
iry to resolve bilateral prob-
lems with other countrles

- through negotiation.

He stressed the importance
of continued. technical assis-

See Page 12 Col 3

| A sudden | uidity crunch

has gripped the ng sector
as pressure had mounted on
the banks for settling import
bills that had been pending
during the recent political cri-
s;a. according to banking cir-
cle.

The inter-bank rate has al-
ready gone up to around 13
per cent now from as low as
about 5.5 per cent during the
non-cooperation movement of
sSome major itical €s.

Bankers fear that unless the
central bank responds corre-
spondingly to the situation, the
rale may shoot up to as high as
25 cent from 7-8 per cent
early last month.

s is mainly because the
jolted economy, after the long
closure of business, has been
irying to come back fo life.” a

banker said

“All the banks are now in

'
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the market looking for inter-

bank loans,” Managing Director
of National Bank Ltd (NBL)
Kazi Abdul Majid said last
night."But the fact is that we
do not have enough liquidity to
meel the demand for money”.
Meanwhile, bankers are
scheduled to meet central
bank officials tomorrow and
may ask fer relaxing control on

discount window, some
bankers said. .
The central bank has been

discoura _
window for some time as it
feels that the banks have
stocks of bonds which they
should trade for cash.

But bankers said the bonds
have already been exhausted
and time has come for the
ceniral bank to open up its
discount window.

“The central bank should
immediately relax control on
the reﬂmmcin? window to en-
sure flow of Hquidity in the

' Reorganise admn for

fair polls: Hasina

Awami League chiel Sheikh
Hasina vyesterday called for
necessary reorganisation ol the
ndministrative machinery of
the state to ensure the neutral-
ity and fairness in the

tions, BSS.

Excha views with the
representatives of different
professional at the In-
stitution of eers here,
she expressed apprehension

that if the present administra.
tive set-up exists the newly
formed caretaker government
would not be able to discharge
its bilities properly.
Sheikh Hasina urged the
caretaker nment to im

. mediately Lake stern measures

to recover illegal arms and ar-
resl the lerrorists (o restore
law and order in the run up to
the efections.

The Awami chief al-
leged that the BNFP leaders and
workers were Lhreatening to
kill the leaders of different
professional bodies includi
the t officials
em who stood by the
people during their
movement’ inst the BNP

nment. l:htht hﬂ:l;:{m

agencies not im-

mediate in this regard

social discipline might be
..she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the

provocative statements being
made by the BNP leaders were
polluting the socio-political
atmosphere and warmed that il

such activities were not
sl *d. law and order would
not restored.

During the 'exchange of
views' session with Awami
League, leading prpfessional
representatives yesterday de-
mahded of the non-party care-
taker government to lmmmedi-
ately remove the partymen and
sympathisers ol the former
ruling BNFP from all official
posts In the Interest of
maintaining Its neulral
character and to fulfll the
mission ol holding free, [air
and Impartial elections

Awami Le € general sec:
retary Zillur Rahman presided
over the Lhy session.

The prolessional represen-
tatives also alleged that the
"puhllr:nl recrults’ of the
ormer BNP government —
both at home and abroad — are
o 8 Lo u?dn the
‘victor the people Th
also demanded of the rnrlrt?t
tlaker government to shun
Iip.mhe dlluluigt' ,t; conduct -
ngst rive the recovery
lliegal arms. saying the author-
ities have refrained from con-
ducting raids on several Dhaka

See Page 12 Col 3
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One killed, 110 hurt as rival
parties clash in 3 dists

By Staff Correspondent

clash between the activisis ol
BNF and Jatiya Party (JP)
yesterday ;
two parties arra
separale meetings in the
alternoon at the same place.
About 25 bombs were brlﬂ.ad
and some gun shots fired by
the activists causing injuries to
at least 50 persons including
two journalists and two po-
licemen

Police lobbed at least 25
rounds of tear gas shells and
resorted to lathicharge to dis-
perse the mob.

The meetings were not
held.

The residenice of Advocate
Nasiruddin Ahmed Musa, se-
nior vice president of the dis-
trict Jatiya Party was ran-

UNB adds: Angry BNP ac-
tivists clashed with police at
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[romt endorced the hartal de-
removal of four -
ernment officials.

inclu ".:5
the Deputy Commissioner, a

ng its refinancing
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Inter-bank rates up from 7 in early Mar to 13pc
Liquidity crisis grips
banking sector

By Inam Ahmed and R M Titumir

market or the Cash Reserve
Ratio (CRR} should be reduced
temporarily to releasc liquidity
into the market,” said Kazi Ma-

jid.

The banks are required to
maintain 20 per cent of their
deposits with the central bank
as Statutory Liquidity Ratio
[SLR}, of which five per cent
are to be kept in cash consid-
ered as C while the rest in
approved securities.

The central bank uses this
SLR as a tool for effective,
monetary management.

It is estimated that reduc-
tion of CRR by one per cent
would make about Tk 300
crore extra liquidity available
in the market.

"Moreover. the govern-
ment s revenue loss because of
the political crisis will make
the situation even worse " said
the chief executive of a nation-

Sec Page 12 Col 1

" Singer Cup:
Arch rivals
meet today

SINGAPORE, Apr 4 India
and Pakistan., two arch rivals.
clash tomorrow in the triangu-
lar Singer Cup cricket tourna-
ment. r s AP

The two teams last met in a
World Eu}r- quarterfinal last
month at Bangalore. India won
that match. touching ofl waves
ol anger and disappointment
in Pakistan. A fan shot himself
lo death. When the Pakistani
players returned home. they
even received death threats.

‘But the anger has cooled
down, and the public are
solidly backing us now " I' |k
istan captain Aamir Sohail <s!

When he leads his nwei

the Padang of the Sin-
t?rr C it Chub tomorrow,
Sohall might be looking to
avengre the defcat.

But Indian manager Sand-
wip Paul refused to comment
on the emotions behind the

‘1 am just looking for a very
good game. | know it will be a
vcmuad me.” he told the
As ted

Pakistan is down one game
after losing the triangular
lournament s match

trial of the killers of Jati*
yalabadi Chhatra Dal leader
Golam Hossain who died on

NP leader Nure
Alam Khan BNP district unit
mtﬂ H islam Khan
and itional Police Super
Shahabuddin Quoreshi were
among the injured.

Nure Alam Khan was ru-
shed to the Sadar Hospital
while Shahabuddin Quoreshi
was admitted to Police

H X
itnesses sald. the clash
ensued when BNP activists

hurled crude bombs at the po
lice when they intercepted
their militant procession at

i

i s &

Police lobbed tear gas
shells and charged battons to

tﬁﬁntht processionisis
ice picked up ni

people including district BH";
ch.-nl secretary Humayun
slam Khan from the scene.
later, Khan was freed.

US Commerce
Secy, 32 others
killed in
plane crash

DUBROVNIK. Croatia. Apr
4: US Commerce Secretary
Ron Brown and 32 other peo-
ple aboard a military plane that
crashed in Croatia are con-
firmed dead. a senior Croatian
official said today. reports
Reuler. ‘

“Unfortunately all the peo-
ple who were in the aircraft
are dead. We found all the bod-
fes.,” Miomir Zuzul. Croatian
ambassador to the United
States, told reporters after
rescue teams searched the
wreckage site all night in fog
and rain.

Zulu said a total of 33 bod-
ies were recovered in an
around the aircraft t(hat

' slammed into a hill just before

" Adriatic

its scheduled landing near the
seaside town of

' Dubrovnik on Wednesday.

| aircralt

Asked for an explanation of
what had happened he said. "It
seems the right wing of the
plane hit the mountain from
the northern side.”

"Evervthing shows that they
stuck the mountain first with
the right wing then with the
right engine and then the
whole body ol the aircraft.”
Zurul satd adding evervthing
inithicalerd therg tiad been no

Sowe Paye 12 col 8

Neutrality needed
- at all levels

of admin: BNP

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP Standing Commit-
tee at a mrcti:i{ esterday
stressed the ne I'gr reacti-
vating the party units across
the country and gearing up
party activities down to the
grassroots level.

"We have discussed the
overall political situation and
law and order with special
emphasis on gearing up organ-
isational activities. starting
[rom the capital down to the
district. thana and union
levels.,” BNP secretary general
Abdus Salam Tulu?dar told
walting newsmen while the

meeting that began at 8:15 pm
was still going on at 10.30.
The meeting chaired by

I:n.rlgfchicl‘ Begum Khaleda Zia
n the chair at the party cen-
tral office at Naya Paltan in the
city was adjourned at 11.45

Salam Talukdar said discus-
sion on strengthening the
party would continue as the
meeting would resume today.

He sald speakers at the
meeting expressed the view
that neutrality of the Chief Ad-
viser and other advisers of the
nod-party caretaker govern-
ment was not enough to en-
sure free and fair elections.
The speakers noted that the

See Page 12 col 8

Bid to hiyjack
STOL service

airhiner

BARISAL. Apr 4. Passengers
of a STOL service airliner on
Barisa)-Dhaka route foiled the
attempt to hijack the plane by
a young man who wanted the
to take him Lo
Hazratbal Mosque in Kashmir,
India, reports BSS.

Police said., Jamir All. 27,
who boarded the plane as an
ordinary passenger. asked the
pilot to change the course of
the airliner toward Kashmir
soon after it took off from
Barisal at 9am Jamir threatl-
ened that otherwise he would
blow up the plane with bombs

kept in his travel bag

But within a few minutes
the passengers overpowered
him and discovered nothing
from his bag except some
bananas and cake pieces

The [8-seatl airliner, after
30 minutes of flight, landed

in at Barisal airport to han-
c?;v the hijacker to police.

Police identified Jamir as
an of T and T Board,
m in Dhaka, who hails

Baherchar in Chandpur
district. They said Jamir is an
active supporter of a right

wing political party.
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No progress in over

- 80pc ADP projects

Star Report

More than half of the 1085
projects under this years An-
nual Development Programme
(ADP) did not witness either
any physical progress or ex-
penditure till January.

In 288 projects there had
been no physical progress and
no expenditure was made on
301 more, according to
sources in the Planning Min-
istry.

Moreover, in the first seven
months of this [iscal (1995-
96). 238 projects remained
unapproved. said the Min-
istry’s Implementation. Moni-
toring and Evaluation Division
(IMED) in a recent evaluation.

These are among the 322
projects which were not ap-
proved by the ECNEC before
those were incorporated in the
ADP,

On the disbursement front.
no fund was released for 247
Erujﬂ:tu till January while dis-

ursement for 184 projects
was below 50 per cent of the
allocation.

Of the 50 high priority pro-
34 per cent of
the ADP outlay. expenditure on
only 12 reached the desired

level,

If the spending on a project
reach over 50 per cent of the
allocation, it is considered
'satisfactory.’

pending was beglow the
level as regards the rest 38
high priority projects, while
no spending was made on of
those. !

As a result, the objective of
identifying those as high pri-
ority projects remained elu-
sive, the IMED reports said.

During the last seven
months, only 13 out of 48 min-
isiries and divisions jmple-
menting development projects
held regular monthly evalua-

- tion meetings, Corrective mea-

sures for slow moving projects
could not. therelfore. be taken.
it was pointed oult.

The original 1995-96 ADP
consists ol 1085 projects in-
cluding 509 foreign-aided
ones. ese include B82 in-
vesiment and 203 technical
assistance projects. A total of
201 new projects were incor-

porated in the ADP. The Tk

12100 crore ADFP consists of
Taka 7070 crore local cur-

rency.

BNI; ﬁows to fbil bid to

make govt ‘partisan’

Leaders ol the BNP vesler-
day urged the caretaker gov-
ernment nolt (o take any
”rnrnsan steps” [alling prey to
the evil design ol any quarter.
reports UNB. :

They told a huge rally of the
parly's student front Jati-
yatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) in
front of the Jatiya Press Club
that the BNP a?::mg with the
people would foil such at-
lempls

his was the first meeting
there of the BNP supporters
after the BNP government quit
last month in the face of a non-
cooperation movemen! spear-
headed by the Awami League,
Jatiya Party and Jamaal-e-
Islami.

Addressing the rally. BNP

| Secretary General Abdus Salam

. tion

= e —— —

Talukdar hoped that the peo-
ple. would not commit mistake
in giving their “correct ver-
dict” In the next elections for
the sake of upholding democ-
racy

Criticising the non-coopera-
movemen! against the
BNP gmrernmrnt, Salam said
the Opposition's programme
was almed al crippling the
country. "The people have suf-
fered a lot . . . Neither the
Awami League chief nor her
[—::ﬂmm" incurred any loss.”

=

He called upon the people |

lo resist any movement that
would invite miseries to the
people and disaster to the
country.

The BNP Secretary General |

urged the caretaker govern-
ment to take action against
those officials who went to the
platform of a particular politi-
cal party and expressed their
solidarity with its programme,
-I:Iel’ying the laws of the repub-
ic. '

Refuting the allegation by

the Awami ue, Jati I—‘art;
and Jnmaat-:-’fslaml that BNP |

was conspiring to hamper the
effectiveness of the caretaker
government, Salam said his
party could never do it as the
caretaker government Is ils
contribution.

Presided over by City JCD
president Nasiruddin Pintu the
rally was addressed by former
ministers A S M Mostafizur
Rahman, Abdul Matin Chow-
dhury, Rafiqul Islam Mia, Ta-
rigul Islam, Amanullah Aman
and Mosharraf Hossain Shah-
ahan, JCD leaders Fazlul Ha

ilon, Nazimuddin Alam. Abu
Khair Bhuityan, Kamruzzaman
Ratan. Nurunnabi Chowdhury.
Shahiuddin Chowdhury Any
and A B M Mosharraf Hossain.

See Page 12 col 6
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Political activities by officials

Fundamental rights or
service rule violation?

By Mizan Ali and Reaz Ahmad

Disciplinary action for viola-

-uunqimﬂr:trulucﬂuidbﬁ

taken ainst those govern-
ment n&‘hﬁ who pub#cb an-
nounced solidarity with the
recent non-cooperation mo-
vement launched from the
podium of a particular political
party. some senior secretaries

said, anonymity.
set up at the initia-

tive of the Ma of Dhaka City
Corporation . the 'Janatar
Manch' (from where the
movement was launched) was
not totally apelitical, the

nted out when approache

these correspondents at the
Secretariat

“‘d?m of tl‘-th:mctlil who
act joined 1 movement,
however, contended that there
was no breach of service rules
An ;r?nd their funda-
men s guaranteed iIn
thr;.‘:u-tltrj;im.

recen retiregd

told The Daily Star m
service rules of the W

did not allow
in political
Resignation of those secre-

taries who attended meetings
of political were being
discussed at private levels. it is
learnt.

One of the secretaries who
had met the President on
March 27 said the six-point

mﬁ: 5
any

state did not have
bias.
e met the President as

he is our - authority,
to apprise securi
aspect and mhthnﬂ

secretary.

:
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Police raid five
JU halls: 100

bombs recovered
By JU Correspondent

Police raided all five resi-
dential halls for male students
of the Jahangirnagar Universit
{JU} and recovered some 103
cocktails, police said.

No arrest was made during
the raid.

A huge contingent of police
led by the Police Super. Dhaka
made the three-hour raid from
around 4 am yesterday.

In a press release, the JU
JCD yesterday slated the police
raid on the halls and alleged of
“harassment on the JCD lead-
ers and activists” by the police.

Uneasy calim is prevailing
on the (:am?us during the last .
few days following a rumour of
an attack on the campus by the
Islamji Chhatra Shibir (ICS)
The All Party Students' Unity
IAPSU) of JU forced some 7
ICS leaders and activists out of
the campus In November last
year.

2 hurt in Surya
Sen Hall blasts

By DU Correspondent

Al least two persons were
injured in bomb blasts in the
Surya Sen Hall of Dhaka
University al around 5 pm yes-
terday. . :

Sources in the hall said that
at least live bombs exploded
when the two men. both of
them outsiders, were making
bombs in the hall union room.
Window panes of the room
were badly damaged.

The injured were sent to a
city clinic.

The BNP-backed Jatiyataba-
di Chhatra Dal (JCD)-domi-
nated Surya Sen Hall was rai-
ded by police last Tuesday.
Police recovered two sawed off
rifles from outside the hall.
Five olther DU university halls
were also ratded.

Meanwhile, most of the
armed outsiders, who had left

See Page 12 col 6

19 extortionists,
muggers held

By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested 19 alleged
muggers and extortionists
from different parts of the city
during the last two days.

In a raid at Syedabad bus
terminal, at around 5:30 pm
yesterday, Demra police ar-
rested four persons. Tofazzal
Hossain alias Sentu. 28, Abu
Taher. 30, Kazrat Ali, 27, and
Wadud Munshi, 27.

The arrested persons ac-
cused of extortion are also
wanted in different cases. po-
lice said.

According to police, the ar-
rested were the members of a
local terrorist group known as
Munna group.

Four mug?crs were caught
by local people while trying to
escape Aafter snatching about
Tk 7.000 from a businessman
at Moltijheel yesterday morn-
ing.

They were later handed
over to the Motijheel police.
Three of them were identified
as Jamal. 25. Hamid. 26, and

See Page 12 Col 3

Lobby to stall
"EC move for
ordn on loan

defaulters

By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
(EC) has been approached by
some leaders of different polit
ical parties with the plea that

it should not seek fresh pro-
mulgation of the ordinance
concerning bank loan default-
ers which has now become in-
effective. EC sources said.
"Some leaders ol the Awami
., BNP and Jatiya Party |
and leader of an apex business
body approached us and plea-
ded not to seek fresh promul-
ation of the ordinance,” a top
C official told The Dally Star,
requesting anonymity.
It is learmmt that the leaders,
all likely candidates in the

i liamen ils.
TE ?.mh:r Mt;y' ll:F"
a check on the .

The ordinance was promul-
See Page 12 col 6



