' abandonment. Srikanth scored

ﬂt&'hr il Mar

DID U' KNOW?

(The Professor does)

HAT the shortesl one-day
T international was between
India and Sri Lanka in the
1992 World Cup. Heavy
overnight rain made ground
conditions unplayable.

Frantic efforts by grounds-
men convinced the umpires
that play could be called in the
afternoon. So. in came the SL
fielders and outcome the In-
dian batsmen. There was ex-
citement in the crowd. some
of whom had driven 100 km
or more to Mackay. Play began
Srikanth faced the first ball
and then the second. and that

was all. The match lasted only |

the two balls as heavy rains
arrived again to force an

a run off the second ball.

= In such cases the men of
the match should be awarded
an winbrella.

SPORTS TALK

" Ma Junren

(Illustrious Chinese athlet-
‘s coach)
. How can I rest when the
a family army has won almost
every major. world honour ex-
cept on Olympic gold medal?”
Vowing not to rest until his
nners win an O ic gold in
anta. Ma is cnm iﬁo
been in hospital fnr the last
weeks.

; COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN

Sports WHiIiZZ KID
competition-32
Tick the Correct Answer

4 (Competition closes: 8 p.m.
. April b5, 1996)

In the | %96 World Cup. Zimbabwe .
were led by

Andy Prower | Crant Flower | Robert Flower

The first century tn the 1996 World
Cup was scored by '
Nathan Astle | Lee Genmen | Adam Parore

The 1996 European soccer cham-

pionship will be held
| Denmark | Germany | England
. | 5n Lankan cricket team s

Sony
In the Singer Cup Pakistan will be

Panasonic

Singer

J ansher moves
‘into Round Two

"I CARDIFF, Apr 3: Jansher
¥han launched his fifth suc-
cessive defence of the British
'*Open squash championship
with a slightly jaded win over
itish champion Derek Ryan on
‘Tuesday after ﬂying, in from
Pakistan just a f Ours ear-
‘lier, reports Reuter.
' Jansher won the first-round
atch 16-17, 15-13, 15-13,
“15-11 in Bl minutes and must
have been relieved to see two
of the potentially toughest op-
ponents in his half of the draw
L the last two men to defeat
him — both beaten. -
“i Fourth seed Peter Nicol of
‘SBcotland and fifth seed Del
'Marris on England, two of only
‘three pln.]{::s in this tourna-
"ment d. who have ever
beaten Jansher, both suc-
‘dumbed in the first round.
] British national champion
UNicol returned to the court on
srhich he defeated Jansher in
49994 and lost 15-13, 15-12,
i3-15, 9-15, 15-13 to Paul
_Johnson, the England number
iseven and world number 27.
¢! Former world junior cham-
'giun Harris, who overcame
ansher before going on to win
fthe Super Sefries final in
Hatifield, England, last
“month, was beaten 15-2, 10-
- K15, 10-15, 15-5, 15-10 in 97
minutes by Welsh number fwo
'Alex Gough, ranked 50th in

the world.

“:l Jannlhcr. who h;tfultd
arris last to

iBis . seventh Wﬂﬂg ':':I:'jlf

Lanka's
were tamed by Ja
as India claimed a 12-run re-
venge win over the world
champions in the Singer
match here today.

‘the World Cup,

3 Sri
[irebrand batsmen
Srinath

SINGAPORE. Apr

E#

Srinath took thc top three

batsmen and Sri Lanka ran out
of steam as they

went for a
modest 199 on a hot and hu-
mid day at the P :
Sri Lanka were all out 187
Mth 11 balls left.

“It was a bowler's day.” said
Sri Laniln lh&p&l‘ Arjuna
Ranatunga as a thunderstorm
loomed. "We played a couple of
bad shots — that is where we
went wrong.”

Srinath — who finished with
four for 35 and alse hit an un-

beaten 28 which brought him
the man-of-the-match award —
and his new-ball partner
Venkatesh Prasad sent back
four batsmen with just 23 runs
scored.

"'Srinath dismissed Romesh
Kaluwitharana with his fifth
delivery after being struck for
a four when the opener pulled
a full-toss into the hands of
Indian skipper Mohammad
Azharuddin.

He then had the better of
Sanath Jayasuriya, who Tues-
day sco the fastest one-day
century against Pakistan. Ja
surwa was caught at short-leg
kf Sanjay Manjrekar after ma-

niruul SEvVen.

avinda de Silva flicked
Prasad into Rahul Dravid’'s han-
du at aﬂum le%lmd Srinath

pattu plumb
ln frmt

Ski Ranat made 13
before falling to left-arm spin-
ner Venka thy Raju, caught
at short mid-wicket by -
haruddin to reduce his side to
53 for five.

Roshan Mahanama and
Hashan Tillekeratne put on 92
for the sixth wicket before the

game again turned India's wn
After grafting 66 balls

42, Tillekaratne tried to tlclr
the I::nt:n.u'ut:llr::,lIr off Raju and was

ca

Lﬁ’ltmn Mahanama fell for a
gritty 66. which infludcd
three boundaries off 124 balls,
to a cat{:hnlzr Ajay Jadeja off

Raju the Indians sensed vic-
tory.
Srinath yorked Chaminda

Vaas and a brilliant direct hit
h%] Sachin Tendulkar sent Upul
Chandana packing. It was all
over when Pramodaya Wick-
remasi ¢ was run out in a-
horrible mix-up with Muttiah
Muralitharan.

India's win, after two suc-
céssive defeats to Syi Lanka in
was buflt
around an invaluable 94 by
opener Navjot Sadhy, who was
taken to hospital for treatment
of heat exhaustion afterwards.

The result did not look
possible after India lasted only
45.4 overs on a small ground
on which Sri Lanka had
trounced Pakistan by 34 runs
on Tuesday. .

‘It was a small total but dif-
ii:inéit "‘}ﬂ chn&cré;uj;zharuddm

. "You can t pres-
sure on the other sidc]:._""l

The Indians opted to bat
and Sidhu compiled his 94
runs off 116 balls. There were
just four boundaries in a
tient innings as India's midtl;lc
order collapsed.

The 32-year-old Sikh be-
came the eighth wicket to fall
with the score on 191 when
he was bowled by a slower de-
livery by medium-pacer Vaas
whom he tried to pull to the
square-leg boundary.

Sidhu's eighth wicket part-
nership of 55 with Srinath was
the biggest of the Indian in-
nings, unbeaten Srinath con-
tributed 28 including a six.

Sachin Tendulkar gave

Singapore fans a glin
awesome talent. scoring H l.n
A 33-run - partnership with
Sidhu before becoming the
first batsman to fall

The Indian superstar
straight-drove Vaas [or a six
and hit three fours of the 31
balls he faced.

The Bembay batsman fell
driving Pr y& Wickrema-
singhe into the hands of
Muttiah Muralitharan at short
mid-on, and the Innings
immediately lost its momen-
o

b Srinath
Atapattu |1bw Srinath lﬂ
Ma cJ bRaju 59
De Silva ¢ Dravid b Prasad 1
Ranatunga ¢ Azharuddin
Tiiicher 2
T atne c Prasad b Raju 42
Chandana run out 11
Vaas b Srinath 6
Muralitharan not out 7
Wic run out 11
Extras (w-7, nb-1, Ib-8) 16
Total: (48.1 overs 187
Fall of wickets: 15 2-12;
3-13. 4-23; 5-53; 6-145. 7-
163; 8-169: 9-169.

ap 5 oy

Indian saviour Nav]ut Sidhu drives the bnll in jFE!tErdI}"I
Singer Cup match against Sri Lanka at the Padang,
Singapore. Sidhu scored an invaluable 94

Wickets fell regularly as an
ihcisive, accurate attack ba-
cked by superb fielding pinned
clmlm the Indian scoring rate

The win should serve as a
morale-booster for India when
they face arch-rivals Pakistan
on Friday in a match that will
decide who contests Sunday's

final.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the Sinpger
second one-dayer between
ia and Sri Lanka in Singa-

%‘DWtdncﬂday

Tendulkar ¢ Muralitharan

Cu

b Wickremasinghe 28
Sidhu b Vaas 94
Azharuddin run out 9

Dravid ¢ Kaluwitharana
b Muralitharan

Manjrekar Ibw Muralitharan 7
Jadeja ¢ Chandana b Jayasurtya 7
Mongia ¢ and b De Silva o
Kumble ¢ Atapattu b De Silva 4

W

Srinath not out 28
Prasad c Jayasuriya b Vaaa 7
Raju b Vass 0
Extras: (Ib-2, w-2, nb-4) 8
Total: (all out irf 45 4 overs) 199

Fall of wickets: 1-33; 2-58;
3-62;: 4-82: 5-114; 6-130; 7-

136; B-191; 9-199.

Bowling O M R W

Wickremasinghe 8 0 39 1
Vaas 74 0D 35 3
Muralitharan 8 0 25 2
Chandana 10 0 52 0

Jayasuriya 8 0 31 1
De Silva 4 0 15 2
SRI LANKA

Jayasuriya ¢ Manjrekar

b Srinath 7
Kaluwitharana ¢ Azharuddin

— AFP/UNRBR photo
liblrlh:_‘h O M R W
Srina 10 0 35 4
Prasad 100 2 39 ]
Kumbile 10 1 46 0
Raju 10 1 26 3
Tendulkar 5.1 0 19 O
J a 3 0 14 0

India won by 12 runs.

‘Man-of-the-match, J avagal

SRINATH .... m-o-

ROME, Apr 3: The Gazzetta
Dello Sport, the Pink-paged
newspaper that no sports-
crazy [talian would be seen
without, celebrated its 100th
birthday today with a bumper
124-page centenary :diunn
reports Reuter. -

The Gazzetta, the oldest
sports daily in the world and
popularly nicknamed "La
Rosea” (the pink one), is an in-
stitution in Italy where it is the
best selling and most prof-
itable of three sports papers.

As frequent a sight in the
nation's bars as a foaming cap-
puccine and pungent tobacco
smoke, the paper makes
Europe's other major sports

newspaper L'Equipe of France

turned 50 last February.
Today's Gazzetta, with a
goodwill message from Pope
John Paul and the headline
"Gazzettissima 100." hit the

of 1.400 lire (90 cents).
commemorative Italian polta.ie
stamp was also issued.

"The Gazzetta ?f our grand-
fathers and fathers has today
become not just a part of ltaly's
heritage but the wﬂd:" de-

clared editor Candido Cannavo
on the front page.

“If 1 should have to choose
the symbol of these celebratory

days, | would single out a letter
received from Canada saying: "1

am more than 90 and have

been reading your paper for 75
yenn I can’t do without it,” he

Glgll!hrn a former Italian
soccer international, said the

“wmn, faces Pakistani com lt.rint

“Zarak Jahan Khan in Thurs-

“‘day’'s second round. Zarak beat

David Evan

s of Wales 7-15, 15-
7. 15-10, 15-

13.

paper took him back to his
childhood and memories of his
father discussion cycle races
with his friends. "He died

when | was a boy but he left

seem a youngster. That paper -

news stands at the usual prir.:r..

me a pile of old Gazzettas,” he
said.

"It has been a part of my
family lifﬂ,:»

Monday's edition, the bi-
ggest of the week after Sun-
day's soccer, had a print run of
825,301 copies.

The morning after Italy beat
Germany 3-1 in the gripping
1982 World Cup soccer final in
Spain, some 1,409,403 copies
were sold. with a one-word

Brunoin a
dilemma

LONDON, Apr 3: More than
two weeks after losing his WBC
heavyweight title to Mike
Tyson, Frank Bruno is still un-
decided about his future, re-
ports AP.

"I'm still not sure what I'm
going to do,” he told BBC Radio
on Tuesday. "l don't want to
make a hasty decision, which I
will t later on .., I've got
to d whether I'm going to
c on boxing or if I'm going

to stop boxing - and if I stop
bux:lng what | am geing to do.”
.Bruno, 34, outpointed

Oliver McCall for the title
last September. In his first
defense, he was stopped by
'l'z;un in the third round of

r March 16 bout in Las

tha,

British media and many
of Bruno's fans have since
u him to retire.

‘'m nuLdiIr:md thﬁ
WMII Bruno ut
is one of the decision

| have had to face. There are so
many different things going
my mind at the meo-

e =

Iltcrun.
There are a lot of offers com-

ing in. I'm not going to rush
myielf“ e

Gazzetta turns hundred

headline: "Fantastico.”

That figure was beaten in
1989 when AC Milan won the
European Cup and 1.486,110
copies were sold.

Founded three days before
the first modern Olympics in
Athens, the Gazzetta started
out on green-coloured paper as
the fusion of "the cyclist" and
"the tricycle.”

By 1900 it had turned pink
and soon became active in or-
ganising some of the nations’
leading events.

In 1909 it devised the "giro
D'Italia,” the tour of Italy
whose leader still’ wears the
pink jersey adopted in 1931 in
an early and highly-successful
marketing ploy.

This year's edition of the
race starts in Athens to cele-
brate jointly the centenary of
the start of the modern Olym-
pic Games on April 6, 1986.

During the first world war,
the paper, which still retains
its original masthead, was
handed out free to soldiers
fighting on the country's nor-
thern front with Austria. N

Unusually for a nation con-
vulsed by scandal and party
politics ahead of the April 21
election. the newspaper rarely
ventures into the political
arena.

President Oscar Luigi
Scalfaro said last month that
the paper represented the
beautiful faces of Italy, like
those of the women skiers ...
an Italy one can still believe in.

“It is 100 years of history, of
humanity. Not of inhumanity,
as usually happens in tradi-
tional history dominafed by
wars, clashes and often moumrn-
ing ... | remember the Gazzetta
as an indispensable school

friend,” he said.

Sport
Indla tame the mdomltable

Elections in

store democracy
was held at the tent ol

oung Men's Club, Faki
yesterday with noted sports
organiser Zalar Imam in the

chair.

to a souwrce, vari-
ous points were discussed in
the meeti in order to find
out the

the arena and to estab-

lish a permanent democratic
|

ystem.
_ After a
meeting conc

unanimous decisions. These
are

a. A proposal to hold
mediate elections in the

arena will be submitted to the
caretaker ment soon

b. Since all the tnitlal Imrlu
to hold elections in different
federations have already been
completed. therefore, it is
possible to arrange the elec-

discussion, the

im-

| tions during the tenure of the

present government.

c. If the present govern-
ment does not take any posi-
tive or any assurance
of elgl.ﬂ:m mm seven days
after submission of the pro-

posal. the present officials of
different ations who were
in the yesterday will
resign [rom their posts and

encourage others (o resign
with them.

d. A three-member coordi-
nating committee was formed
with Zafar lmam., Haruhur
Rashid and Tanveer Hailder
which on behalf of the meeting
will put forward the demands
to the interim t.

A total of s from
different clubs and federations
joined the meeting among
which the Iudinf personall-
ties other than those men-
tioned were: Monirul Haque
Chowdhury, Shah Abul
shem, Shamsul Alam Anu,
Anwarul Haque Helal, Yusuf Al

. Professor Shah Alam, Moazzem

Hossain, Shahiduzzaman, Abul
Kashem, Nazma Shamim, Ka-

snrunnahar Dana, Manzur Ho-
1'ssain Malu, Kazi Mishu, Moha-

mmad Selim.. Mosharraf Ho-
saditt Morammel Haque Muk
ta. Nabi Chowdhury and Sirajul
Islam.

' L
Nat'l women's
chess qualifiers
Sports Reporter

The qu rounds of the
17th national women's chess
"cham will
NSC chess room this afternoon
at 3 pm.

A total of 13 participants
have so far rejistered their
names till last night who will
fight for six final round berths.

Defending champion Syeda
Shabana Parveen Nipa. runner
up Afroza Khanum Bably and
iwo international rated
women WM Rani Hamid and

Tanima Farveen will play
straight in the final round.

Gazza firm

favourite

GLASGOW, Apr 3: *Con-
troversial E star Paul
Gascoigne cou r.! cn% ?rp
colourful season anding
Scotland's top plaj'l:r -of -the-
year award, reports AFP.

Scotland's 1,000
sionals were issued with vo
forms on Monday to decide
who wins, the accolade of their

rs and the Rangers mid-
elder — in his first season in
Scottish football — is favourite
to cl_ﬁllcﬁgnmgc tit]ci] 5

s ers colleague Brian
Laudrup was a runaway winner
of the fessional Footballers
Association award last season
and will be strongly consid-
ered again..

But Gascoigne, who has
scored 15 goals and collected
13 domestic yellow cards
since his 4.3 million pound
move from Italian side Lazio,
may just receive the highcat
number of votes.

The Celtic pair, Dutchman
Pierre van Hooydonk and
German Andreas Thom, are
among those threatening the
England midfielder's hopes of
winning the players' selection.

Players cgnnot vote for a
Flayer for their own club and
orms must be submitted by
April 5 before the winner is

nzgnuunccd at dinner on April

St Petersburg's

estimation

ST PETERSBURG, Apr 3:

St Petersburg will need at least

2.5 billion dollars to become

the host of the 2004 Olympic

Games, according to city

mayor Anatoly Sobchak, re-
AFP.

" To get the n funds,
Sobchak and the state Duma
Deputies representjng St
Petersburg set up the so-called
Neva Initiative p. Interfax

re :

“If St Petersburg is chosen
to be the venue for the
Egmplc Games, 9500 million

lars will arrive in the form
of an interest-free loan in ac-
cordance with rulﬂ of the
Intcmltlnhll L: pic
Committee,” hak.
"Private lnvutmmu and for-

m'crmummu
a :
"EtPﬂmbu%rlnhlhlrd
which gves ox “ada
ccm‘uu:dtyml
in September 1996, St
Ptterlhurl'ﬂ]hein tud
bythtﬁrlt oup of |

mludnen i':‘ Tt:::t %

rofes-

prevailing in

uded with four

at the

===

\ |A.m.lnul Hugq Moni,

1 General Stcrﬁa:i’y
of the Banglade

Cricket Contyol Boa-

rd (BCCB) has sent

a nder on Wed-

nesday. the full text of which

follows:

Our. attention has been
drawn to the news item pub-
lished in the Sports of
your issue dated Mar 29
1996 under the
i Cup in Dhaka™ has also

The n}d items create an
impression that the Si
Cup tournament schedu
be held in Si between
March 1-7. 1 was pro-

to be siaged in Dhaka.

e want to make it clear this
contention is erroneous.

As ained to r corre-

rnident by the m‘k;:?nﬂi
I?Bil':li.‘l:’}(:lfl did indeed in | re-

ceive a proposal from a com-

mercial organisation regarding
holding of a tournament involv-
ing leading cricket nations of

the sub-continent. The
posal was sketchy since the

act s
tiona

in the busy ipnterna-
cricketing calendar.

Moreover, no specific name of

as lnrru mentioned. As

sSucC

organisers did not have an ex-

t is a fallacy to conclude
that thla very same Singer Cup

DHAKA THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 199

was slated for Dhaka.

i1 1 not corTect as con-

tended in the that BCCB
did not put its and soul
inte materiali this offer.

What prevented BCCB from ac-
cepling that offer was the
severely

BCCB as

the Singapore Cncktl Asso-
ciation Is
Cu mhm

to the of
International
Dhaka and we plan to

one next winter to cel-

ebrate the silver jubilee of our

inde
Chowdhury

. Saber Hossain
Vice President,

BCCB!IIIMH‘ of the on-

Si i has been au-
-:drfmkcupaﬂ

arrangements on b-rhalf of

BOCB.
Therefore.

request your
gnodtelftntlhl?

ﬂ:pitnmhhahtrtm'“.t.g

this letter to dispel the confu-
SOn.

OUR RESPONSE

With reference to the BCCB
statement in a two and
three above that our con-
iention is “erroneous” we
would like te quote Saber
Chowdhury,
President and an or ser of
the Singer Cup. as in
our original story

restricted role of
proposed. Why even

the Singer

we wish o assure
an

ournament in

a BCCB Vice

BCCB tries to clarify

In response to four
above, it is our humble sub-
mission again that if the same
organisers, many of them
Bangladeshis, could strike a
deal with the Singapore Cri-
cket Association, it is a failure
dlurtlhrHCCBnnltuhm
done likewise.

Ili: that

hoped

BCCB. will soon be
host to time cricket. The
pu mnltwrmf-ur

Illy's uneasy alliance

-
iy

LJDHDDH Apr 3:
Iln Botham and
David Graveney ha-

ive both been nomi-
‘nated to stand as
L selectors
move sure to em

barrasses chairman ol selec-

tors Ray Illlmh, it was
confirmed on y. reports
Reuter.

No dates have been set for a
ballot which could restart the
recent anti-Illingworth cam

al which has followed
Ené:nd'l lack of success.
ormer England captain

Botham, who has been highly
critical of Illlingworth, has
betnpsmt up by both Derbyshire
and Northamptonshire.

Graveney, whose challenge
for [llingworth's chafrman of
selectors’ job ended in farce
when he was forced to with-
draw two weeks ago., has been
nominated by Glucestershire.

Derbyshire are also backing
Kim Barnett, their captain
from 1983 until last year,
while [lin rth men Fred
Titmus a Brian Bolus are
also understood to have been
nominated.

Other names,

inclading

Alan Knott, John Edrich and
Mike Gatting. have also been
mentioned.

~But it is° Botham and
Graveny's confirmed presence
in the ballot which shows,
dramatically, that the anti-
lllingworth feeli of recent

weeks I8 rising
Reg Tayler, Dcrhy

secretary. said: “1 have spoken

RAY :LLINGwnﬁTH

shire's

to lan and he is deligh to be
asked to stand. i
med to tell

"1 haven't
lan what the entails — he's
been long enough to
know that. If he's the
g e e ]

ve L is
serious about it.”

Botham himself, spea
on television, said he

workin

with Hly
ve differcnt

idea of hav-
on the se-

is to hear
bl:chn-

Shaky start for

HILTON HEAD, So-
uth Carolina, Apr 3:
Mary Pierce, play-
ing her first tour-
. J nament in more
than a month. edg-
ed Gigi Fernandez 6-7 (4-7),
6-3. 6-1 in the first round of
the 926,250 dollars Family
Circle Cup tennis tournament
on Tuesday, reports Reuter,
Other players who won in
the first clay court event of the
year included Amanda Coetzer
of South Africa who struggled
past Kristie Boogert of the
Netherlands 4-6. 6-1. 6-3, and
Irina Spirlea of Romania who
defeated counirywoman Ru-
xandra Dragomir in yet an-
other clay court marathon 3-6,
6-4, 6-1.
Pierce, whose ranking has
slipped from No 5 to 13 due to

.a 1-2 record in the two tour-

naments she played last year,

‘appeared wildly inconsistent at

the start of her match against
Fernandez, ranked 67.
Whether spraying hard-hit
groundstrokes or barely cover-
ing Fernandez's frequent drop-
shots, the eighth-seeded Fren-
chwoman struggled to keep
her game and emotions in
check.
Fernandez,

relying on

strong serving and her barely
less shaky backcourt play,
gained a quick 5-0 lead in the
first set tiebreaker. Pilerce
shaved this lead to 6-3 thanks
to two nervous Fernandez
double faults, but lost the set

Becker's Davis
Cup plans
in doubt

MUNICH, Apr 3: Former
Wimbledon champion Boris

Becker is in d of having
to pull out of s Davis

Cup quarterfinal against France~

in Limoges at the end of this
week because of illness, re-
ports Reuter.

Becker, Germany's number
one player, flew back to
Munich on Tuesday to see a
doctor about his Erum:hitlu.
German tennis federation
(DFB) officials said he was due
to return to France t

But German Davis Cup
tain Niki Pilic said: "He is
per cent certain ?f not being
able to play any of the singles
rubbers. TI{ is still a chance
he could play doubles.”

With fellow Wimbledon
winner Michael Stich unfit to
play. Becker's withdrawal
would be a major blow to the

Germans' chances. Ee; back.” she said,

on the next point when
Fernandez nailed a forehand
winner. ;

A calmer Pierce bounced
back strongly in the second
set, however, as her potent
groundstrokes began hitting
their mark. And as Pierce's

became more confident,
Fernandez's eroded into a
jumbie of double faults and un-
forced. errors.

. Pierce broke in the first
game of the second set and
again, in the ninth game for
the 6-3 set, on Fernandez's
double faults both times.
Continuing her focused play in
the third set, the Fren-
chwoman broke twice more, in
the second and sixth games to
notch her first victory in two
months.

“In the first set | was tenta-
tive, and losing made me wake
up ahd realise what I had to

.do.” Plerce said. "l said to my-

self, just play your game, and I
also realised that her backhand

was her better shot today, so |
started hitting to her forehand
more."

"] feel very Motivated. I'm
hitting the ball well, though
I'm not moving great. It will
take a tournament or two to
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