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Bulgarians called Tuesday for
the resignation of the Socialist
government, accusing it of se-

Communist Union of

f]‘he union envi
«£conomic and

ormer dissident, has rejected
the suggestion and demanded
‘that Premier Zhan Videnov of
the Socialists,

Communists, state whether he
tsue with Y,

S ujh

Haitiun Presideut Reune Preval speaks to the press dn
Tuesday in Port-au-Prince before visiting the family of po-
licewoman Marie-Christine Jeune killed by radical
extremist March 18. — AFP/UNB photo
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Liberian bandits kill 27 in Guinea:
Armed bandits from Liberia killed 27 people and wounded
sevén im a cross-border attack on a refugee camp in
southeastern Guinea at the weekend, the United Nations
refugee agency said Tuesday, Reuter reports from Geneva.

It said the attackers were believed to belong to a Liberian
faction known as Ulimo-k and it was considering moving its
tamga back from the border, d into Guinea.

"Only 18 of the 27 people killed were Liberian refugees.
The rest were local Guineans.” Francis Kpatinde of the UN

I-]{_:gl::II Commissioner of Refugees ([UNHCR) told Reuters late in
the day.

PemVian PM rESi 8. Prime Minister

Dante Cordova, who favoured slowing the nation's move
toward a free-market economy, reuignccf Tuesday, prompting
the rest of the Cabinet to offer their resignations as a matter
of protocol, AP reports from Lima.

resident Alberto Fujimori accepted the resignation of
Cordova, but did not say if he would replace any other
ministers. Cordova's resignation does not necessarily signify a
crisis for the government. Peru does not have a parliamentary

form of government and the prime minister's post is mostly
ceremonial.

Iraclfp official visits Moscow: . iraq

reside
ogical aspects of UN-demanded disarmament of Iraq, the
Foreign Ministry said Tuesda rts from Moscow,

[t said the official, Amer
Minister Viktor Posuvalyuk. Russia's special envoy for the
Middle East, and other ministry representatives last week.

US to promate military help in Albania:

US Secretary of defence Willlam Perry said in Tirana. Albania
that the US administration will promote its military coopera-
tion with Albania by continuing to provide the country with
military assistance, Xinhua reports from Tirana, Albania

Perry, who arrived last Surrday to attend the meeting of de-
fence ministers of southern Ea,lﬁa.n countries, made the re-
marks at a press conference after meeting his Albanian
counterpart Safet Zhulali. '

Toll in Haiti ferra' sinking 100:
Scores of bodies were floating off Haiti's southwest peninsula
days after a ferry went down in the Caribbean, drowning more

than 100 people, a UN spokesman said, AP reports from Port

Au Prince.

The boat went down in such a remote area that it took
days for word to reach the capital. UN military mission mem-
bers sent to investigate Monday drove until they ran out of
road and then walked for 5 1—5 hours, UN appcl{csman Eric
Falt said Tuesday.
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12 militants detained in Egypt:
Egy pUuil puiice said on Tuesday they had detalned |
membeis of the Muslim brotherhood. the country's largest
Islamic political organisation. for "threatening internal
security”, Reuter reports from Cairo.

An Interior Ministry statement said the men had been in
contact with violent militant groups tried to infiltrate unions
and universitics and set up a brotherhood women's branch.

The men rounded upon Monday include 34 year-old
engineer Abul Ala Madi secrctary general of the Islamist
dominated engineers association and a founder of the centre

party.
Floods claim 1 in Jakarta: riods n:

Jakarta, for the third time this year, killing one person and
suhmering thousands of homes, sources said yesterday, AFP

reports from Jakarta.
A Jakarta police information officer, who declined to be
named told AFP Wednesday that the floods hit mostly south

and east J akarta on Tuesday, but have "subsided considerably
yesterday.” A teenage boy in South Jakatta "Who suffered from
:ﬂéﬂpsy drowned in a stream Tuesday afternoon, the officer
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French minister s KSA tour:
French Defence Minister Charles Millon began a visit to Saudi
Arabia on Tuesday to discuss military cooperation and arms
sales, an official said, AFP reports frofh Riyadh.

Millon., making his second visit to the oil-rich Gulf
kingdom %ince October. met his Saudi counterpart prince
Sultan {bn Abdel Aziz soon after he arrived to discuss
‘prospects for French-Saudi cooperation in the military
omain.” i

‘Fire ruins Nat'l Park in Costa Rica:
Costa Rica's largest fire in a decade destroyed more than
8.600 acres (3,500 hectares) of tropical forest in the

Guanacaste National Park, firefighters said Tuesday, AP
reports from San Jose. " >

The blaze broke out on Friday, but stro
tropical climate frustrated hundreds of fire
to extinguish it over the weekend. By the time they brought
the flames under control Monday, the fire had incinerated
nearly one-tenth of the park in northern Costa Rica.

winds and the
ghters working

Rally demands
- resignation of
Bulgarian govt

SOFIA, Apr-3: Some 10,000

TAIPEI, Apr 3: As prepara-
tions are made to Ilnaugurate
Taiwan's first fully elected
leader, the question reverber-
ates around the Chinese-
speaking world — why not us,

cretly negotiating an alliance | too? reports-AP.
with Moscow. "Voting, electlons — these
The rally, called by the anti- | are an aspect of modernising,”

Demo- | says Shih Ming-teh, whose op-

cratic Forces (UDF), was trig- itian y was wall in

fﬂ'ﬂd by media reports quot- he B;:hlln. "It's impossible to

Russian President ris say are exclusive of Chi-
Yeltsin as s that Bul- | nese culture.”

mjﬂin a newly formed cus- Shih spent more' than 25

union of Russia, Belarus, years as a political prisoner for

stan and Kyrgyzstan. tarian gov-

:rppollng:'m au

The time was not wasted,

sages closer
tcal ties.-
President Zhelyu Zhelev, a

sacrifices of dissenters Taiwan
would not have universal suf-

the former

discussed the is- other Chinese societies as

ual adviser was in Russia for consultations on techno- °

. AP
gﬂdd‘f-"lnft with Deputy Foreign

International
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Two more ministers quit cabinet 'UN relief agency urges

BJP calls for common

candidate to defeat Rao

HYDERABAD., Apr 3. The
BJP has decided not to field
any candidate in Nandyal_ from
where Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao is contes
the Lok Sabha election, an
appealed to all opposition par-
ties to put up a common can-
didate who "has the best
chance of defeating Rao." re-
ports PT]

Addressing a presa confer-
ence here, the party eral
secretary M Venkailah Naidu
said there was need to avoid
split in opposition votes by
forging a broad under

e admit we have limited
sirength there Alter assessing
the situation thoroughly, we
will decide about
support” he said, adding the
party would offer unconditional
support to the "best suitable
opposition candidate

The decision to this effect
was laken by the party's cen
tral commiitee to ensure de-
feat of Rao who. he alleged,

whom to

symbolised “corrupt ineffi-
cient and unscrupulous
regime.” ’

Though BJP has net put
across its propesals, of com-
mon candidate against Prime
Minister before other opposi-
Uon parties. it was mak-
iIng an appeal to the opposition

In view of the "dire need to
defeat Rao,” he said
Reuter adds: India's main
opposition party said on Tues-
ay a Jcadlll;'-lg member's state-
ment that it would test a nu-
clear device if it won coming
general elections did not re-
elect party policy
The Asian Wall Street Jour-
nal on Tuesday quoted KN
Covindach a, neral secre-

tary of the Hindu nationalist
Baharatlya Janata Party (BJP),
as saying that the BJP. |if

elected, would declare India a
nuclear power and test a nu-
clear device

But a BJP spokesman said
Govindacharya s counduents on

:!E:-lblznuchrtﬂ-trhdm
reflect party policy.
“The icy is that we be-

lieve | should have its own
nuclear deterrent. On :
we have not taken a formal of-

ficial stand. That will be de-
cided at the a time."

Govindacharya could not be
reached for comment. India
tested an atomic bomb in 1974
but says it has chosen not to
produce nuclear .

The BJP has long declared
that if it came to power M
would develop a nuclear
weapons system to meet per-
ceived threats from neighbour
China and Pakistan.

National security is an clec-
tion issue in India. with both
the rul Congress Party and
the BJFP Lo attract voles

from the r Hindu popula-
tion by laklnﬁ a hard line
against Islamic _
Another Reuter rmurt BAYyS:
indian Commerce Minister P

Strike paralyses
Karachi

KARACHI, Apr 3: Swathes of
Pakistan's commercial capital
of Karach{ were paral to-
day following a strike call by
city's ethnic opposition. the
Mnhajlr @aumi Movement
(IMQM)., witnesses said, re-
ports AFP

The strike was the fifth
called this year bi the MQM to
protest at the killing of fts
militants by security officials.
Six MQM activists have h}en
killed since Saturday. The
MQM represents Urdu-speak
ing migrants from India after
the subcontinent was parti-
tioned in 1947,

There was no violence
ahead of the strike call and
city palice chiefl Shoaib Suddle
said an additional 1,250 nmen
had been added to the 8 .000-
member force already «de-
ployed.to counter any unrest.

About
rangérs are also assisting po-
lice in maintaining a heavy se-
curity presence on the streets,
especially in the disturbed
central and western districts,

which were hardest hit by the
strike call.

Iran blasts Peres'
visit to Oman,
Qatar

TEHRAN. Apr 3: Iran on
Tuesday blasted a visit by Is-
raeli Prime Minister Shimon
Peres to Oman and Qatar, say-
ing the Jewish state was trying
to break Muslim unity, reports
Reuter.

A foreign ministry
_?Pokcaman guoted by state-run

ehran radio, said "the visits

hy the officials of the Zionist
regimne (lsrael) aim to break
Muslim unity and to infiltrate
the ranks of [slamic and Arab
slales.”

Peres on Tuesday ended a
landmark two-day visit to
Oman and Qatar — two Gulf
Arab states with which Iran,
the region's non Arab power,
has good ties. .

The Iranian spokesman
urged regional states not to al-
low Shimon Peres to justify the
Zionist regime's crimes and its
occupation of Palestine and
other Islamic and Arab lands."

-the radio reported.

Rao's son to run
for seat in

Andhra Pradesh

HYDERABAD, (India), Apr 3:
India's ruling Congress Party
has nominated a son of Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao
and the wives of two ministers
charged in a corruption scan-
dal to «contest general elec-
tlons, party, workers said to-
day, reports Reuter.

They said P V Rajeshwar
Rao, the second of Rao's three
sans, would be running for of-
fice from Secunderabad in the
southern
Andhra Pradesh.

The Prime Minister's 49-
year-old son is the general
an:::rcmrr of the state Co S8
wing. His elder brother served
as Chief Minister in a previous
Congress pgovernment from
1989 to 1994,

1,000 paramilitary

Indian state of .

Chidambaram. a pro-
ponent of t:nnn:u‘f::gorm
resigned toeday from Prime
Minister P V asimha Rao's

rnment, United News of

(UNI) said.
The news said Ju-
nior Industry inister M

Arunchalam also
mﬂuthhﬂ(?hidmnr-m and

nachalam vigorously
opposed a decision by Rao's
Congress Party last week to
strike an alliance with the gov-
erning party in Tamil Nadu
State, where both politicians
have their parliamentary con-
stituencies.

Earlier media that

the two were expected to run

BAGHDAD. Apr 3: A UN re-
lef

and needy lragis suff un-
der UN trade it
ports Reuter

(WFP) said its su

hardly meet s for the

pledges of new shipments.
Lucielo Ramirez, WFFP's rep-
resentative in Iraq said about

one million Ir were almost
totally dependent on UN food
rations and he feared for their
well-being if their distribution
were interrupted

tonnes of food, Ramirez toild
Reuters

He said WFFP would soon
launch an a for about 162
million dollar to help Iragis in

: said on Tuesday its
food supplies in Iraq were low
and it urged donor countries
to come to the aid of destitute

sanctions, rTe-

The Warld Food Programme
ies would

mmi? two months and so far
it had received no confirmed

"‘Our programme ended on
March 3] at we have |eft
does not exceed 20 000

 donors to help Iraqgis

irag for in Kuwait in
1990 prevent trade with
iraq apart from goods of a2 hu-

i general elections starting - | ur need of food assistance

after this month under the ese. he said. included in- ir and UN

banner of a rebel fac- | ternationally displaced peolpk are to meet in York

tion which has up with | refugees cresmutt families on April B to try to solve issues

a Tamil Nadu tion party mainourished children under  hindering implementation of a
UNI said Rao forwarded | five families covered by Irags UN offer Iraq partial

their tons to President | meagre social security bene-  oil sales worth 2 dollar

Shankar Dayal Sharma for his | fits. orphanages and hospitals in six months in for

expected approval UN sanctions imposed on  urgent humanitarian :

f s - —

Russian soldiers check the documents of reside

A

i

nts in Grozny on Monday. Fierce fighting

raged between Russian forces and separatist guerillas in southern Chechnya on Tuesday
despite President Boris Yeltsin's announcement of a unilateral ceasefire. — AFP/UNB photo

Investigators begin sm;r_eying
mass grave sites in Bosnia

VLASENICA. Bosnia-Herze-
govina, Apr 3 Rolling fields
and forests of eastern Bosnia
may hold evidence of Serb
slaughter of thousands of Mus-
lims. On Wednesday, investiga-
tors begin 5un':$;mg for mass
graves, reports

The US Army is providing
security and other services for
the investigators. whose job it
iIs to unlock the secrets buried
in the thawing ground.

.. An estimated 7.000 Mus-
lims have been missing since
the Serb assaulf that captyred
the eastern Bosnian rncrarc of
Srebrenica i July. Survivors
say Lhe Serbs systemalcally
killed men and buried them in
Inass graves.

Investigators from the In-
ternational Criminal Tribunal
for the Former Yygoslavia
planied their mission Tuesday
in a meeting with US mulitary
oificers at nearby Caqip Lisa,

headquarters of the 2nd Bri-
gade. |lst Armored Division in
Viasenica. The brigade is pro-
viding the security.

Suspected mass grave sites
have been identified near both
Srebrenica and Zvornik:

Srebrenica is about 20
kilometres (12 miles) to the
southeast of Vlasenica. site of
the US camp. Zvornik is about
40 kilometres (25 miles)
north of Srebrenica.

Jean Rene Ruez said his six-
member team of investigators

would bégin surveying sites on
Wednesday. but declined to
provide details.

Col. John Batiste, of Jaffrey,
New Hampshire, commander
of the 2nd Brigade, said the
team would initially conduct
reconnaissance of suspected
grave sites.

Military sources who re-
quested anonymity indicated

there would be no major dig-
ging for a week or so. Team
members will first survey
seven sites.

- The war crimes tribunal has
indicted Bosnian Serb leader
Radovan Karadzic and his mili-
tary commander, Gen. Ratko
Mladic, for their alleged role
in the massacres.

Two Bosnian Serb soldiers
suspected of part have
been extradited from Serbia to
the tribunal at The Hague.

Batiste said he would pro-
vide a quick reaction force of
less than 100 troops, eight
Bradley fighting vehicles, ar-
tillery, and attack helicopters
for security.

Asked if he expected any
trouble from the Serbs. in
whose territory the sites lie,
Baiste sa;::l; h:tll‘.llad assurance of
support from the Bosnian Serb
army and local police.

e
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Syrian President Hafez Al-Assad

it

(R) welcomes Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak at the

Damascus International Airport on Tuesday. Mubarak flew into Damascus on a surprise
visit for talks on Middle East peace with the Syrian President.

— AFP/UNB photo

he says, because witheut the

frage and self-determination
ich goals echo throu

: well

“It is very encouraging for

Taiwan election inspires

democratic development.” said
lawmaker Chee Soon Juan,

secretary general of the oppo-

sition Singapore Democratic
;

Although Stn?apure holds
parlla:’rx:ntarfl, elections, the
ruling party ho
90 per cent of the seats and
maintains that social disci-
pline, not Western-style
democracy and human rights,
bring stability and economic

While Taiwan's example is
unlikely to sged ‘change amo-
ng its neighbours, it provides
powerful ammunition
exponents of democracy.

In Hong Kong, the Taiwan
experience i{s held up as a
mode] for life after China takes
over next year.

"Taiwan elections reveal
that a tep-down appointment
system is no longer accept-

Lo

. able,” the Sing

lds more than

Tao Daily said.
The elections will encourage
Hong Kong to resist Beijing's
plan to fill the legislature and
chief executive's post with ap-
pointees, the paper said.

Since Taiwan lifted martial
law In 1987, two legislatures
have been elected and the
constitution amended to allow
}Il_lt l:ll::l;:tjnn by universal suf-

e that swept Lee Teng-hul
h;ﬁ( into office on Harc?rg 23,

Even in China, where a dis-

_+ sident opinion can result in a

jail term, a government spoke-
sman had no argument with
Taiwan's election.

"The Taiwanese people
should be able to choose their
own leaders,” Foreign Minis
spokesman Shen Guofarg sai

 in Befjing

The only condition he cited
was that “they should not think
that their leaders are an
more than local leader of a

were design
away from Lee, whom Beijing
claims is bent on m

wan independent and d
the doctrine that Tailwan
China are one country.

officials

part of China."
In one sense, China itself

participated in Taiwan's elec-
tion. Its menacing war games

ed to sway volers

al-

In H Kong too, Chinese
m%vt l?lhe,ghim‘l-tl‘l:-:n::w.-.-
nes ng to their favoured
candidates in the British
colony's legislative election in
September —_even though
China has vowed to disband
the legislature and appoint its
replacement in 1997.

The tactics have been less
than successful. The war
games probably boosted Lee's
vote, while in Hong Kong,

d:llnncrltl Rppoaed to Chinese
lcz won handily.
iz C has never cho-

sen a leader, and elections are

roller
mammoth marble monument

to Taiwan's former
leader, Chiang Kai-shek, 26-

w:nnld club manage

little more than exercises in
approving the Communist

8 appointees. -
ua, China's official news
rted that Lee won

, repo
miun but did not men-

:.191111 the world "democra
e
elected its
versal

7 e
that Taiwan
president by uni-

readers

Strapping on his in-line

tes in the shadow of a

military

r Vegas
dismissed the idea that

elections are not the Chinese

"Nonsense,” he said. "That

may once have been true, but it
is also true that cultures

change.” :
Few e have pald more
for the vilege of the vote

than Shih.

democracy-seeking neighbours

with an air of affa
he is often

wanese to South African leader
Nelson Mandela, another polit-
lcal prisoner who lived to see

his people elect their presi-
dent,

years behind bars on a hunger
strike,
thm:]gh his nose. He suffered
sSpin

his teeth in

days afler the election. an aide
produced a subpoena for Shih
to
protesters who had called for
direct elections when
protests were still illegal.

the sumunons.

said. “It's the least thing I'm
afraid of "

'Real negotiations' with

W Russia only after troops

withdrawal: Dudayev

MOSCOW,. April 3: Chechen
separatist leader Dzhokhar
Dudayev said Tuesday that “real
negotiations” with the Russian
authorities could take place
only after Russian t had
withdrawn from Chechnya, re-
ports AFP

Dudayev. who was speaking
In an Interview with the Aszer-
baljan news agency Turdh, did
not explicitly reject President
Boris Yeltsin s offer Sunday to
launch peace talks through tn-
termediaries
~ However. he stressed that
real negotiations can only take
riarr once military operations
iave been halted and after
Russian troops have withdrawn
from the territory of the
Chechen republic.”

Fierce fighting raged be-

aries, presen hi
lan I'«::Irll'=| the .r I:;t“h
Sunday.

However, Yeltsin also said
"acts of terrorism” would meet
with "an adequate response”
from The Russian lg:cu.
which have been bat the
rebels since December |904
in a war that has cost more
than 30,000 lives.

Yeltsin faces a tough chal-

lenge in the June tial
?ﬂmmlg:d from Communist

arty er Gennady Zyuga-
m.\vhﬂlllhelqurpl n

Off the Record

Incentives for more than three!

TOKYO: The small

southwestern Japanese town of
Kyokoshi which is suffering a diminishin

g younger population

has announced incentives for couples who have more than
three children, Kyodo news agency said Wednesday, reports

AFP

Couples Ihrug
be paid 500,00
child the agency said.

in the farmi

village on Kyushu island will

yen (4,675 dollars) if they produce a fourth

Kyokoshi has a pﬂﬁl}liﬂﬂl‘l of 5,500 and its annual birthrate

has declined from a

1950s to about 50 In recent years, the
Twenty-two per cent of vill

ut 200 new babies a year since the

rt said.

age residents were over 65

years old. compared to the national average of 15 per cent, it

added.

To be eligible for the incentive payout, couples must have

lived in the villages for at least a
village but moved back, it could be eligible for

ycar s lumne.

year. If a couple had left the
money in a

Dogs may be better friends
than man realises

CHICAGO: Dogs may be better friends than man realises,

scientists réported on Tuesday, repo

rts Reuter.

People confined to wheelchairs by chronic disease and
injury showed siﬁntﬁtant gains in self system, feelings of

control and psyc

ological well being

after they were given

dogs to help them get around. the report said.
So-called service dogs can open doors. turn en switches,

pull a person up to a
out of a bath or pool,

Dogs are also cheaper

from the state university
University of Callifornia at Sant
week's journal of the

In times of heated political debate regarding health care

costs. the comment of one of our participants, which lives
with the consequences of spinal cord injury, provides an

Insight- "With m

longer afraid of the future, ~

sitting positions, help someone in and

pick up objects, pull wheeich

parcels and drag a E:runn to safety in an emergency.
e than hired help, added the study

of New York at buffalo and the

a Barbara published in thi
American Medical mpu tion. :

airs, carry

dog | feel safe and capable and I am no

100m yr old dinosaur egg
for auction

VIENNA: A 100-million-year-old dinosaur

took centre

stage in an eastern charity sale aj the world's second-oldest

auction house on Tuesday

. reports Reuter.

Collectors from Japan and Switzerland were among the
bidders at Vienna's historic Dorotheum. But the petrified egg
was eventually sold to Vienna newspaper publisher Hans

Dichand,
children’'s cancer research.

raising 50,000 schillings

(4.800  dollar] for

"There was a lot of demand from abroad. We are very MFEy
with the price, said Dorotheum spokeswoman Inge Fiegl. The

dinosaur
the Dorotheum.

The 17-by-14 cm (6.6 by 5.5 inch]
hatched a tarbosarurus was found early

was one of the oldest objeets to be auctioned by

. which should have
s century in China's

Henan province alongside the skeleton of an adult dinosaur.

A handsome, dﬂﬂpﬂ[ niar
ble dignity,
likened by Tai-

Shih spent four of his 25

and was force-fed

damage and lost many of

atings
As he was speaking a few

testify on behalf of
such
Shih said he would ignore

‘Going to jall again?® he

Belarussians
protest union
with Russia

MINSK, Apr 3: Up to
20,000 Belarussians massed in
the centre of Minsk on Tues-
day to vent their fury at a pact
on integration with Russia
signed in the Kremlin earlier
by their hardline President
and Kremlin leader Boris
Yeltsin, reports Reuter.

The protesters, prevented
from approaching the parlia-
ment by cordons of police, de-
fied a ban on public gatherings
by shouting "long live Belarus®

AP from Moscow adds: The

new union formed by Russia
and Belarus will link the tweo

couniries’ litical systems
and econ es while l(:b?u‘
short of crea a gingle state.

President oris Yeltsin

mil will alse give his can-

a boost.



