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At last some chance for peace | SEREEERr

Jahangir Sultan
, JSULTAN@cronus.bentley.edu
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USA:

Finally the opposition party

go back home this summer
after 2 years. | want to go back
and enjoy my beautiful

iglobe@ix. netcom.com
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Oh well, why not me? Lots
of people are posting on the

Dhanda (stick)
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Is the country at last free
from the bad spell or new kind
of scourge to come? may thats
the new topic over tge tea cup
in the capital for few day's.

After Khaleda Zia decided
to step down new type of ru-
mors and gossips have been

ﬁeliefat last? |

generated. "Will she leave the
country?”

" I think Ershad is coming
back again, no doubt ." ‘This is

the final chance for Awami

League , whatever you say.
and so on .

But all rest on the almighty

God , Because beleive me
brothers no body but he/she(?)
knows how the country is run-

Md. Rafigul Islam
rislam@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu
University of Texas at Austin,
USA:

We all have dissected PM
Khaleda Zia and Opp. Leader
Sk. Hasina Wazed politically,
looking into every qualities,
they ma
e all know poﬁtle:ﬂ;

* Khaleda & Hasia - A

ningf[?h
4 person

both of them are immaturel).

But how are they as a per-
son? Are they gentle, well-
mannered-down-to-earth per-
son or are they arrogant as
their political rhetorics could
be?

Among these two leading

ladies, who is more well be- |

haved? Who would be more
comfortable to deal with?

Ariene Getz
g
. Massachusetts

‘Surfing the Internet”. as
the trendy travellers of the in-
formation superhighway de-
scribe their explorations, ts
nttnt always all its cracked up to

It Is often more a case of
wading — with occasional
-{pauses to dig yourself out of
the cyber-mud.

Perhaps this is not a wise
admission from somebody who
wriles about the high-tech
world of computer link-ups.
And it may simply be because |
am a technological dummy,
unable to Sp my computer's
hidden talents. But there are
times when | find going “on-
Iine”, as they say. so tedious
that | want to trade my termi-
nal for a quill pen.

It is true that a vast treasure
chest of wonderful information

is out there.-but finding it can
sometimes be so !rul;:rlun;
and time L itis
easier tuw the old-
fashioned way — on .

Sometimes Lr on the
|Internet feeis like going round
in circles.

I hunt down a topjc in the
electronic information market,
the World Wide Web. but in
order to explore # properly |
have to negotiate through

endless menus of options and

information. Often
I as if | am lost in a cav-
pooriy-catalogued li-

JmkfesmileimiesééF
' Lostin Cyberspace

Wide Web have now n to
attract serious- attention from

therapists and quality newspa-
pers

Newsweek magazine car-
ried a report about those "who
log on. but can’t log off". The
article cited Glenda, a 43-year-
old Texan. housewife, who

spent 18 hours a day on-line {

and then lied to her husband
about her huge telephone bills.
A 2]-year-old Californian stu-
dent. meanwhile, was reported
to be sleeping only four hours a
night so that she could spend
more time in cyberspace.

A report in The New York
Times leatured Patrice. who
confessed to calling in sick at
work so that he could visit
electronic chat rooms and
"reach out to people all over
the world”.

Then there was the man
who wrote to an advice colum-
nist, blaming a modem — the

device which links ters
lo telephone lines — for
wrecking his

“There is an mon-

American peopie.” he warned
the agony aunt in his tale about
how his “computer Luhnklt"
wife of 17 years had him

man she met on a com-

for a
puter bulletin board. “It will
more ml.rﬂ:ﬁn and
hives t an world
has ever known.
The columnist sensibly re-
q:undudm that Emﬁ:'n mar -
i probably
little to do with "ah Ehr.'trn!::
device”. But some pmhnu\er
apists are taking issue
more seriously Inevitably,
there are a rash of su
. while a University of
climical
I:lut:liulnrqr:-lhlt Internet
shouid added 1o diagnostic
manuails.
There is also a Webaholics
on the World Wide Web
Intermnet address:
http: / /www chiou_edu / rbarrett
/webaholics /verl /] stared
Ohio stu-
dent Rich arrette after

started corresponding with
I have not contacted

our country for the past few
months. The word DEVEL-
OPMENT has become obsolete.
We are lagging behind in all
aspects of life.

It surprises me that the
people fail to realize the cause
of all this. I don't solely blame
the two leaders...but the peo-

Md Rumman Hassan, USA: The
people of our nation should be
disciplined..for today we have
transformed our nation into a
jungle where there are no

. It is high time that we
need a person who shall not
fear from enforcing strict rules
and regulations.

It 1s about time that we have a ruler who can direct
the nation in a path where we shall be prosperous.

Not in theory but in reality.

~Md Rumman Hassan, USA

m'

ple who support them.

It is about time that we have
a ruler who can direct the na-
tion in a path where we shall
be prosperous. Not in theory
but in reality. To achieve that
goal we need 3 strict autocratic
ruler..let me emphasize the
word STRICT..

Hassan Monu Alam
hassan@shell portal.com
USA:

And how exactly do you pro-
pose we select this mytical
dictator who will magically
solve all our problems? How do
you propose WwWe remove
him/her when he/she is not
needed.

Can you imagine the conse-
quences of a bad selection like
getting either of our current
leaders as dictators.

Md Rumman Hassan, USA:
Democracy has terribly failed
in gur country....we need peo-
ple to abide by rules...who even
passes a red light should be

punished...every truck driver

who crushes a person should
be shet in public.

—

L

Hassan Monu Alam, USA: If you
need law enforcement you
have a representative govern-
ment enforce laws. Experience
with "elected dictators” have
shown they have a remarkable

tendency clinging to power.

I agree with you 100%.
Take example from Indonesia,
they were no better 25 years
back. look at Indonesia today.

have a rule of law - no
one dare throw a stone at any
public property let alone
throwing fuel-bomb into a bus
full of live people - is this an
experiment into democracy ?

Thanks again for putting
into words what most people
in Bangladesh feel.

Hassan Monu Alam, USA: What
we need to do is grow up as a
nation. All countries on their
way to democracy, stumble.
Witness Napoleon, Hitler, the
American Civil War, and Ms.
Gandhi/£s attempts to sus-
pend the constitution.

We are simply going
through our learning cgurve.
While it would be nice if didnt
have to, the answer lies in per-
suading our legders through
democratic means that we

We are simply going through our learning curve.
While it would be nice if didnt have to, the answer
lies in persuading our leaders through democratic
means that we want a different form of behaviour.

— Hassan Monu Alam. USA

Md Rumman Hassan. USA:
Maybe my message was too
harsh but this is exactly how |
feel right now. Like all of you
out there I love my country
and | want to see it prosper.
Let's hope for the best.

Hassan Monu Alam, USA: Many
of us love our country. How-,
ever, most would not want a
cure worse than the disease

want a different form of be-
haviour,

They conduct the governt-
ment in this manner because
we Jet them do it. We must
hold them accountable for

their behaviour and throw ]

them out if they behave like ju-
veniles.

"The fault is not in our
leaders but in ourselves”

anisuzzaman. I @posthox.acs.ohi
o-state.edu
Columbus, Ohio, USA:

Someone (a Bangladeshi)
told me the other day that the
only thing bangladeshies un-
derstand is the "dhanda”... .he
thinks what we need is a ruler
who will "keep us in line with
the dhanda”, because this is
the only method us bengalis
understand...Anyways, lam not
making a point, just thought it
was a funny point he
made.Also, What is up with this
EECH mentality? youll know
what

| am talking about ..... EECH
is the sound a makes
when he/she gets jeaulous of a
fellow bengali...example: When
a bengali tells another bengali
"hey, I just got a new BMW ..the
other bengali goes EECH, nu-
tun BMW kinchen..accha. to
ammar ke?"

Bangladeshi wins
election

Zia Hassan
zisan@iastate.edu
lowa State University, USA:
You all would be happy to
know that a Bangladeshi
(myself)] has won the
"International Senator” posi-
tion in the "Government of
Student Body" elections held
at the lowa State University
yesterday. He got 3 times more
votes than his nearest oppo-
nent. :-))

Mohammad Harunuzzaman
mhaninuz@magnus. acs. ohio-
state.edu
The Ohio State University,
LISA:

Please accept my sincere
congratulations. .

Aminul Islam
aminul@stud. unit. no
Norway:

Bangladesh has won praise
from both domestic and for-

News Service rq:urt-' that op-
position-inspired general

strikes and political uncertain-

ties are the
i seriously rocking

This threat is not to be
taken lightly as opposition
parties have several times vir-
tually brought the nation to a
sindstill as they enforced a
series of strikes, including one

that lasted for six days from
November 11 to 16

Dhaka's Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (MCCI) estimates that
each day’s lost production dur-
ing a hartal (strike) is equiva-
lent to 860 million.

“The stalemate In democ-
racy has now created a stale-
mate in economic develop-
ment,” says MCCI president
Anis-Ud-Dowla,

foreign exchange reserves have
dropped to about 82 billion
from 83 4 billion last June. and
inflation. which for a long time
held steady at four per-unt,
has shot up to eight percent.
Zia, tho niry's first
democratically elected woman
leader, contends that despite
politicai problems and envi-
ronmental calamities such as

Revenues have risen as a re-
sult of the value added tax that
replaced excise duties. In the
June budget. revenue collec-
tion increased to 103,000 mil-
llon taka compared with
61.520 million taka in1991-92
without any rise in tax rates.

Successive good harvests
have also helped the economy.

Dhaka's Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (MCCI)
estimates that each day's
lost production during a
hartal (strike) is
equivalent to $60 million.

in the fiscal year ending last
June, gross domestic product
grew by nearly five per cent,
according to government fig-
ures. And the growth projec-
tion for the current year Is six
per cent.

Last year, exports grew by
37 per cent, largely thanks to

The Internet is a global medium of communication and
expression. It is free from all sorts of censorship and
restrictions. it is truly a PEOPLE'S FORUM.

The opinions expressed in these columns are the
author's own as they appear to all recefvers of the Internet

Bangladesh: POLITICAL TURMOIL
THREATENS ECONOMIC GAINS

weather some of the disrup-
fions. "But continuing political
impasse and frequent strikes
may eventually have a debilitat-
ing effect on the economy.”
says BIDS economist Osman
Haider Choudhury. Bangla-
desh’s recent performance has
also won praise from many
Western donors, who single
out the country's efforts to
push forward with economic
reform measures to accelerate
growth and investment.
L

"Bangladesh in recent years
has made tremendous
progress,” says Btitish High
Commissioner Peter Fowler.
The current political unrest is,
he said, "obviously worrying for
every one concerned with

and trade due to political agita-
tions could jeopardise the fu-
ture. And they are coming at a
time when the old image of
Bangladesh - that of a poor,
calamity-prone nation - is

changing to a positive one.”

But Fowler remains opti-
mistic: "Provided the current
political tension can be re-
solved in the next few months
and elections can be held
peacefully and fairly, the big
opportunity for Bangladesh has
not yet been entirely lost.”

The World Bank and other
donors are afraid that with na-
tional elections knocking at
the door, the government will
shelve its reform agenda. In a
n interview,

Land ell-Mills, World B
resident mission chiel in

Dhaka, gave wamning that the
uncertainties would

: News-Scan [In-

about something that may have
offended somebody. Stop your
mud slinging and get on with
life. Or better yet, get a life.
Get a job... Then again, it sure
beats the soap operas by a
mile.

Thanks for the laugh.

2. 1 am sick of hartals in
Dhaka. | almost got stranded at
the Dhaka airport last month.
My brother tells me that Dhaka
is bracing for a major show-

'down and at the end its always
‘the middle class that gets to-

tally screwed by the politi-
cians. Why cant we all get
along? By the: way, a wind-
shield costs something like
20,000 Taka and a brick costs
nothing. .

Get the point?

3. I am sick of the Malaysian
Alrlines not being able to track
my luggage after a month. It
wants to pay me S500 when
the contents cost well over
$2000. It says the luggage was
lost from Dhaka airport? No
way Jose... Deshis dont steal.. |
guess [ should accept the
money.....Bird in hand versus a
bird in the bush...hmm

By the way, have you 8een
how the Malaysian Airlines
staff treat us Deshis???? Wow. .
you will get a kick out of I bet
if there was way the MAS staff
would like to throw the Deshis
out of the aircrafl everytime
MAS takes off from Kuala
Lumpur. Ever noticed how all
foreigners sit at the front (not
business class) and us Deshis
are hudled near the toilette?
Hmm...You ask for glass of wa-
ter and you almost get your
face slapped off. Fly Biman.

Al least 1 dont mind getting
my face slapped off by a Deshi.

4. I am ‘sick of grad stu-
dents coming to my office and
asking me for extra work so
that they can get a passing
grade in international finance.
Well, this makes a lot of sense
to me. They cant handle the

_ work load and now

missing something?

5. | am sick of my friends
laughing at me for rampant
cheating in secondary school
certificate exams in Bangla-
desh. Bengali students chea-
ting during exams??? No way. ..

6. 1 am fed up with this
snow.... | hate it. My car han-
dles like a piece of crap in the
snow. So much for buying real

7. Oh well.. spring is only
few months away. Have a nice

day.

Norway calling
Japan

Tinku
dug0 1 04 2@mail. everyday. no
Norway:

Is there anyone in Japan
can provide me some info con-

cerning job facilities. | live in -

Norway and would like to
travel to Japan in june this
year for summerjob. | have
found an accomodation but I'm
not sure weather it will be
wise to travel there for job. I'd
like to be there for approxi-
mately 3 months. | know it's
quite expensive country and so
is Norway. Would it be easy to

USA:

Yoy may search for job at
misc job.contract or there are
some other newsnet p.oviding
job info.

are mostly from the US
NASDAQ and American Stock
exchanges as well as other
countiries public companies.
The newsletter occasionally
enlightens certain real estate
opportunities,

Subiscription:

The newslelter is currently
published and mailed electron-
ically {via e-mail) to sub-
scribers in the first week of
each month. There are plans
for the newsletter to become
weekly in the near future. The

subscription cost is FREE.

In order to puarantee re-
ceiving the. Interglobe
Investment Newsletter every
month , you need to send an e-
mail to: iglobe@ix.netcom.com,
and in the subject section just

.say =Subscribe=. If you have

done this already please ignore
this message.

" CALLBACK - lowest
rates in the world !!

Tom Susnik
[susnik®@prairienet.org
USA.

INTERNATIONAL
CALLBACK is a unique innova-
tion designed to provide U.S.
International long distance
rates to countries outside the
United States.

For example. say you want
ta make a call from France to
Japan. From your telephone in
France veou simply dial the
caliback computer” in the U.S.
and hang up after one or two
rings (there is no charge for
this part of the call). The call-

back computer will immedi-
ately coll vou back with a dial
tonie. You then enter the num-
ber in Japan you wish to call

and you are connected. That's
all there is to it.

- The cost per minute you
pay is simply the sum of the
rales for the two countries in-

—volved-“In ‘this exampile, it

would be the sum of the
French rate and the Japanese
rate. And, of course, you will be
billed in 6 second increments.

WORLD ACCESS CALLBACK
Some [ealures:

. No fees other than usapge.
No minimum billing require-
ment.

. Calls are conveniently
billed to your major credit
cardl,

Speed Dialing Offers
Abbreviated Access to
Frequently Dialed Numbers

. No Charge Automatic Call
Forwarding (Pre Determined
Dialing)

. Available Automatic Call
Units (Dialers)] Provide
Transparent Access

Available Customized
Prompts in up to 14

. Call Blocking, # Redial,
Automatic Retry, Callback
Delay and more

Some rales

World Access Calling
Rates* (USS) - 24 Hour, 7 Day.,
Per Minute Rates TO
COMPUTE THE RATE FROM
ONE COUNTRY TO ANOTHER,
ADD THE RATES FOR EACH
COUNTRY

30 Second Minimum - 6
Second Incremental Billing

COUNTRY RATE
Armenia 2.20
Australia 28
Bangladesh 1.80
Canada A7 )
China 1.39
Cls 1.68
France .36
Hong Kong 44
Iran 1.66
Iraq 1.80
Japan 42
Korea .76
Kuwait 1.02
Malaysia .95
Myanmar /Burma 4 35
Netherlands 35
New Zealand 49
Philippines 9]
Qatar 1.39
Russia 1.33
Saudi Arabia 98
Singapore .38
Sweden 28
Switeerland 39
Thailand 1.12
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provided courtesy of Agni Systems Limited (Tel 882379).
You can also take participate in this page by sending us
your views/questions/comments/inguiries (anything that
you want). The Daily Star will then send your responses
into the Internet newsgroup free of charge where they will

be read and commented on by participants from around
the worild. Letters should be no more than 100 words in

length and titied.

Please send or fax your Internet posts to:
M. Shamimuzzaman, Page incharge, "Live from the
Internet”, The Daily Star, House 11, Road 3, Dhanmondi
RIA, Dhaka-1208. (GPO Box noc 3257) Fax: 863035




