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NEWS BRIEFS
Hasina to exchange
views tomorrow

- Awami League chuef Sheikh
Hasina will exchange views
with the representatives of dif
ferent professional groups to-
morrow at 11 am in the -
neers [nstitution auditortum
in the city, the party sources

said yesterday. reporis BSS

Boat sinks with
fortil;

SIRAJGANJ, Apr 2: Three
wheat and
another fertilizer ca s1zed

near Kaukhola char in Ja-
una river on Monday night
No casually was reported
However, goods worth Tk 10

lakh, mchld!ng two motorcy-
cles, were sunk. The boais
coming to Ghat from
Jagannathgan hat were
caught by a storm:

and boatmen to swirg
ashore, reports UNB.

Urs of Shahjalal
_Aprs,9

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Apr 2: The annual
Urs at the mazar of great saint
Hzal Shahjalal (RA) will be
held on April 8 and 9 here
ihe two-day programfmes in-
cludes placing of Gilaf in the
Majar, Quran khwan| fateha
khwani  milad mahfil, fikir
ajker. The occasion be
ended with Akher{ Munajat in
the early houts on the
conehuding of
devotees both Muslim and
others attend the annual

CUCHSION every vear.
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Chief Adviser asks govt officials

Stay neutral, work
without fear

Habibur Rahman said the
virtue of democracy lies in giv-

Chief Adviser Moha-
mmad Habibur Rahman yes-
terday asked the government
officials to discharge their
duties with complete im-
partiality regardless of any
threat or intimidation. reports
UNB.

He was addressing the
Secretaries. Secretaries In-
charge. members of Planning
Commission and Secretaries
working in different govern-
ment organisations at the

Editorial on Page -4 '

Cabihet room of the Bang-
ladesh Secretariat.

He afked the officials to
impart dynamism to normal
activities of the government. °

The Chief Adviser drew at-
tention of the officials to the
clear constitutional provisions
on the working of the govern-
ment.

He also reminded the
Heads of the administrations of
their historic role in conduct-
ing the affairs of the state.

to the
and in

Ing due importance
opinion of the minorit
protecting their rights and
privileges. He said these
virtues should be reflected in
the working of the administra-
tion.

The Chief Adviser said it is
the imperative duty of the offi-
cials to maintain the continuity
of the administrations in ac-
cordance with the constitu-
tions and existing laws of the
land. They must ®lso perform
their duties under the author-
ity of the legally elected gov-
ernment.

He made it clear that the -

government officials have no
Chief Adviser
meets President

Chief Adviser Muhammad
Habibur Rahman made a cour-
tesy call on President Abdur
Rahman Biswas at Bangabhaban
yesterday evening. -

..........
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Chiel Adviser of the Caretaker Government Muhammad Habibur Rahman addressing the Secretaries to the govt at the

business (o express solidarity
with any individual or group
outside the purview the
Constitution, law and elected
government.

He advised all not to be in-
fluenced by recent trend of
events and do anything injuri-
ous to the country in any un-
guarded moment.

The Chief Adviser said mis-
takes or averrations commit-
ted unwiliinﬁly might be ig-
nored. He, however, warned
them of stern action a ainst
willful acts done_illogically or
inspired by ill-motive.

In the beginning of the
meeting the Cabinet Secretary
felicitated the Chief Adviser on

behalf of all officials for takjnF

the onerous responsibility o
non-parly caretaker govern-
ment at this crucial juncture of
our riational history

He expressed firm resolve
of the officials to carry out all
directives of the government
with sincerify and dedication
in making the election free
and impartial.
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conference room of the cabinet division in Bangladesh Secretariat yesterday
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US hopes for
a democratic,
peaceful

solution

The United States has wel-
comed the political develop-
ment in Bangladesh, saying it
offers an nppﬂrtunltt or all
political partles to look beyopd
their past differences and find
a democratic solution to its
long running stalemate. re-
ports UNB.

A spokesman of the State
Department told newsmen in
Washingtonn on Monday that it

had paid close attention to re-
cent developments in
Bangladesh which he hoped
would lead to a democratic and
Fes;::r.fu] solution of the dead-
ock.

Replying to a question at a
State De ment brie , act-
ing spokesman Glyn vies
mentioned that on March 30
the President dissolved par-
liament and prime minister
Begum Khaleda Zia handed
OVEr pOWEr to a non-party
caretaker administration that
will oversee fresh general elec-
tions.

"The United States wel-
comes this development ve
much and believes that it of-

fers a concrete opportunity for
See Page 12 col )
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Police recovered huge arms and ammunition from six halls
of the Dhaka University yesterday.

— Star photo
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By DU Correspondent

Police raided six residential
halls of the Dhaka University
mt:rday and recovered 14

arms, 397 rounds of bullet
and some explosives.

Twenty-three -people were
arrested during the raids, po-
lice said.

A huge contingent of police
wearing bullet-proof vests.
supported by members of the
Detective Branch of Dhana
Metropolitan Police (DMP)
raided the halls in two phases.
one in the early morning and
another in the afternoon.

Police closed all roads lead-
ing to the university and did
not allow any person to come
out of the halls during the
raids. '

Police started the raid at
Shahidullah hall at about 4:30
am which continued till 8 am
One pistol, one revolver, two
cut-rifles and some 90 rounds
of bullet were recovered from
the extension buildi of the
hall and 11 people were
pickéd up.

In the second phase police
conducted raids in JCD-domi-
nated Surja Sen hall, Sir A F
Rahman Hall and BCL-domi-
nated Jagannath and

See Page 12 Col 4

EC yet to get
any advice
regarding polls

By Staff Correspondent

The government is yet to
issue any communique to the
Election Commission (EC) re
lating to holding of parliamen-
tary polls even after three days

' ol dissolution of the sixth par

llament, according to E(
sources here yesterday
"We have not heard any

from the Fmrrrnmmt re
Iis

the although the
. countdown lor the next gen
eral election has already

started.” sald a top offictal of
the EC on condition of
anonymity. The EC is waiting
for a communigue from
the government to conduct the
polls, he sald. Fresh parlia

mentary election must be held

within s after the disso
lution of lament on March
30

it was learnt frem other
sources that the Chiel Election
Commissioner ({CEC) sought a
meeting with the Chief ser
of the caretaker government
and the meeting was sched-
uled at 12:30 pm yesterday
Bul the Chief Adviser's office
cancelled the meeting uinng
ater

| that it would be held at a

—mmm o EomE

| very

_ trance

date

For the EC. every day is
important now because
there is so0 much to be done
for the polis.” an official said

Seven posts of Assistant
Secretaries out of 18 are still
vacant while the EC Secretary
nas not been in office for more
than two months

See Page 12 Col 2

AL, JP, Jamaat demand

Probe 'corruptions'

by BNP leaders

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League, Jatiya Party
and Jamaat-e-lslami in a joint
meeting yesterday urged the
carctaker nment to take

action agalirnst nﬂrﬁd cofru
Frnrmrn by members of the
ormer BNP government

The three parties de
manded Immediate probe by
the Anti-Corruption Bureau
into the alleged corruption
charges against the former
prime minister; ministers and
other BNP leaders

Citing various allegations of
corruplien during the BNP

AL to build up
public opinion
against BNP

statements

By Staff Correspondent

The Awamil League is plan-
ning mass mobilisation Lo cre
ate public opinion against the
recent “vitrniolic® statements
made by the BNP leadership
against their political oppo

NeTits Y sources indicated
last mnaght

The programme would be
final shortly after discus

sions between the AL central
leaders and leaders of the dis-
trict units, they said.

See Page 12 Col 2

rule, the three parties urged
the caretaker government to
arrest and try those involved in
corrupt practices

Held at the city residence
of AL presidiumm member Ab
dus Samad Azad. the meeting
was atlended by AL leaders
Abdus Samad Azad, Tofael
Ahmed. Mohammad Nasim,
Mozaffar Hussain Paltu and
suranjit Sengupta. .JP leaders
Moudud Ahmed and Kazi Zafar
Ahmed and Jamaat leaders Ali
Ahsan Mohammad Mujahid
Quamaruzzaman angd Sheikh
Ansar All, said a press release
last night

Allegations of corruption
were raised both tn and out-
side the fifth parliament, the
three parties sald while citing
some examples of alleged cor-
rupt practices — allegations
against 17 ministers by the Bu-
reau of Anti-Corruption, mis
appropriation of wheat. tin and
cash worth Tk 500 crore by
BNP MPs and providing loan
worth crores of Taka from the
NCBs to family members of
BNP leaders
. "The BNFP which was
preaching for not turming the
country into Sikkim or Bhutan.
had turned the country as
market of Indian products and
smuggicrs heaven during its
five-year rule.” said the Hajson
committee statement.

See Page 12 col 6

Kuakata, Madhabkunda being

developed as tourist spots

B Parjatan Corpo-
ration (BPC] has started work
on building motels at Kuakata
Barisal and Madhabkunda
Maulvibazar while necessary
lands have been acquired for
motels in three other districts.
according to officials of the
C tion.
motels are bet

under a 10-year Tk
master plan by UNDP
and the W Organ-
isation in 1990

A study is also underway to
select three typical villages
near Dhaka cily to show for-
eign tourists the rural life of
the . the officials said

Dr A Mubin. chairman of
the corporation. told The D
Star that a move was
taken BPC two

built
crore

the Dhaka-Chittagong

By Govinda Shil

Tracts ICHTs).

Under a plan during the
1995-97 period. BPC is

to bufld a boat club at T i
several wayside motels along
road. a
boat-cum-hotel at the Mongla
sea , several restaurants at
ta. Ferni and :

The BPC chatrman also
noted that a feasd study
was going on af Cox’s
consiructing an ]lil-km elec-
tric trolley bus and a cable car
for sight seeing Another feasi
bility study is on at the
Sonadia sl . 7-km away
from Cox's Baszar to
an exciusive zone for foreign
visitors, he said.

BPC statistics show that the
number visitors |is

of

recent rs. The earning was
Tk 64.70 crore in 1985 while
it stood at Tk 75.94 crore in

1994

“The proposed Sonadia re-
sort would be the first of its
kind and #t will maintain an
international standard to serve
foreign tourtsts,” said another

ble f h

It was impossi or the
government to invest unilater-
ally in this sector, he said. "It

was also Wm
government stopped g

any since 1964
BPC official.

The largest deita in the
world. the country has the
longest sea beach [75 miles),
the laggest mangrove and tidal

foresis and T tropical
plantations But Lo absence
initiatives

of proper
See Page 12 col B
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Jayasuriya's 3
world records

in a match
Sports Reporter

Four world records were
set on Tuesday at Singapore
when new world cricket
champions Sri Lanka lam
basted Pakistan in the opening
match of the Si r Cup

The World Cup's man-of
the-tournament Sanath Jaya.
surlya fgured in all the
records, but individuaMy in
three of them

Jayasuriya, opening the in- .

ings. scored the fastest one-
day century in 48 balls —
smashing the previous 62-ball
record held by India's Mo-
hammad Azharuddin. He went
on tc score 134 off 65 balls
including 11 sixes and as Imany
fours. breaking West Indian
Gordon Greenidge's record of
eight sixers for the maximum

numbufl‘?;:‘i 5:1m a one

BTV prepares for
Sharjah show

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Television is

to telecast Mve :]l the matches

of the Pepsi Cup be at
the desert venue of Sharjah
from April 1], according to re-
hable sources.

The sponsers had also al-
most finalised the nitty-gritties
for telecasting on live the
matches of the on-going
Singer L‘ugubcln[ played at
Singapore. But, the political si
tuation in the country made it
near-impossible for them to
get the required commercial
patronage, sajd.

A section of fars In
Bangladesh. however, are en-

the privilege of watch-
Singer Cup live on Star
Sports. :

BTV's inMtiative would open
the window to world-class
cricket for all the enthusiasts

the | from Teknaf to Tetulia, cricket
obaerved,

fans

Interim budget now
seems 1nevitable

With the current fiscal ex-
piring in less than three
months, preparation of the na-
tional budget-for the next year
is seriously laggtljrl:l% behind
schedule, reports h
~ Sources at the Ministry of
Finance said the budget exer-
cise was, in fact, yet to take off.
Officials concerned attributed
the unprecedented delay to
uncertainty over the policy di-
rection in the next budget.

"Policy direction is essential
in a national budget. We are
still in the dark about that di-
rection.” said an official seek-
ing anonymity.

, The ministry has not ye!
slarted even the roufine '!:.w.rt
of the budget exercise which
could have
the ﬁ)lic}r factors.

There are strong indica-
tions from the official circle

proceeded pending

that the caretaker administra-
tion might go for an interim
budget, as India did this year,
since a political government in
Bangladesh is unlikely before
June

"Interim budget seems
inevitable this year," said an of-

ficial at the National Board of --

Revenue [(NBR). "We're now
awaiting appointment of the
adviser in-charge of the Min-
istry of Finance to take the fi-
nal decision.”

An interim budget is a
short-lived fiscal document
based on existing measures

and without any policy goals.
At » meeting lgst month
over the budgetary situation.
immediate past Finance Minis-
ter M Saifur Rahman report-

edly advised the officials to -

work for an interim budget.
See Page 12 col ]

BNP demands White Paper

Take action against
‘terrorists, looters’

By Staff Correspondent

Former prime minister and
BNP chairperson yesterday
demanded of the caretaker
government "action™ against
those who “destroyed public
property, the killed people
and unleashed terrorism in the
name of movement”

Terrorism was unleashed.
government properties de-
stroyed. people killed, banks
looted and national economy
ruined in the name of move-
ment” she alleged.

she also demanded a White
Paper on the losses caused
during the movement,

"My party will initiate such
A step If the present govern-
ment fails to do so (publish a
white paper].” she said while
talking to newsmen at her
party head office at Naya Paltan
in the city ps

The BNP chief dlso alleged
that her party activists are
ing "unneceasarily harassed”
in the name of yecovery of ille-
gal arms. She said her party
will be left with no option but
to go for agitation if this is not
stagﬂrd immediately

She. however said that she
welcomed the recovery of
unauthorised arms

‘We want the arms recove
drive to confinue. But in the
name ol arms recovery and
nabbing the terrorists. the
student activists of BNP have
been arrested from the Dhaka

University today. Besides. our
workers are being arrested
and cases being filed against
them at many laces.
Moreover. houses of the BNP
men are being attacked,” she
sald, "These acts of injustice
must be stopped”.

“BNP can not sit idle if such
injustice go on. Then we would
be compelled to go for agita-
tion®. said Begum Zia. “We
don’t believe in the politics of
arms.”

Replying to a question as
regards the BNP's 72-hour ul-

Page 12 col 7

3 Rajshahi BNP
leaders held

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI. Apr 2: Police
last t arrested three lead-

ers of the BNP and Jubo Dal
on charges of creating law and
order situation Iin the

metropoliton area. They also
attacked a victory procession
gi the Awami League om March

They are, Nazrul Huda. se-
nior vice president of the BNP
city unit and Erfan Ali and
Mamun of Jubo Dal, local unit.
They were produced in the
court today. The city Magis-
trate, Golzar Hossain. rejected
their bafl petitions

See Page 12 Col 3

One killed, 49 hurt as

rivals clash in 4 dists
By Staff Correspondent

One person was killed and
48 others were injured iIn
clashes between the activists
of rival political groups in Chit-

lagong. Sirajganj Khulna and
Jemrtre:tﬂﬁdn‘r.

Chittagong

Our Stafl Correspbndent
from Chitlagong reports: One
person was kil and 20
others were Injured in a clash
between su

The clash had erupted
when a procession of Awami

SUppOoriers was passing
ganﬂrlt Jalanpur vi
m in the eveming, poli

Durlra the clash, both the
Frou ted cocktails and
u lethal weapons while
chase and counter-chase con-

tinued for an hour.
Police arrested two persons
¥y In connection with

of Momen. T

Police acting
as per Hasina’s
“advice: JICD

By DU Correspondent
The Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal

(JCD), the student wing of
BNP, has alleged that police
played a partisan role uring

the raids conducted in six res-

idential halls of Dhaka
University yesterday.
- At a rally held at the

Aparajeo Bangla yesterday just

after the raids, the JCD leaders
said only a day after the taking
over of power by the caretaker
government, the police were
acting as per the advice of
Sheikh Hasina.

They said the police misbe-
haved with the JCD workers
and huyrled abusive words to-
wards them during the raids.

JCD leader Shahiuddin
Chowdhury Ani said Justice
Habibur I&ahman had becn
made the chief adviser of the

See Page 12 Col 3

Business leaders
apprise Chief
Adviser of their

problems

The business leaders met
Chief Adviser Mohammad Ha-
bibur Rahman at the Inter-
national Conference Centre
(ICC) yesterday and urged him
to take medsures to, maintain
law and order for confidence-
building among the business
community, reports BSS.

The leaders apprised the
Chief Adviser of the losses in-
curred by the various sectors
of trade, commerce and indus-
try during the political move-
ment. They put forward some
suggestions aimed at resolving
the problems.

ey stressed the need for
taking effective measures for
rmnrtﬁ illegal arms from all
parts of the country.

The business leaders re-
quested the Chiefl Adviser to
take immediate steps for re-
moving the congestion at
Chittagong Port. Zia Interna-
tional Airport and Benapole
land port.

They discussed the financial
difficulties being faced by them
because of the political tur-
moil. .

Habibur Rahman gave a pa-
tient hearing and asked the
business le to apprise the
ministry concerned about their
problems in detail. ‘

The Chiefl Adviser said he
was aware of the p law
and order situation and
that the government has taken
up some measures which have
started giving positive results.

See Page 12 col )

Free Ershad for

fair polls: Mizan

Mizanur Rahman Chowd-
hury, acting chairman of the
Jatiya Party, yesterday called
for implementing the part
recommendations put hrvlrt!
to ensure free and fair elec-
tions in the country, reports
BSS.

In a statement, Chowdhury
sald unless Ershad was re-
leased, illegal arms recovered,
terrorists arrested, Election
Commission reconstituted and
BNP appointments in the ad-
ministration cancelled, con-

funhl atmosphere for free and
alr elections would not be
« created.
Chowdhury said the
of the country expect jus
from a non-party neutral gov-
ernment. We cannot wc? a
artiss will be tn the feid to
wi in
{ lor Lheir
y JP, which s a ma-
party, will have its chief In

Ershad should be released

See Page 12 col 8



