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Rule of law is a vital

discipline in their
good both
nation at large.

The political

differentiate between

use.

| We see the point about peace, tolerance and
democracy beginning at home with
elders wielding a benign influence
{ youths. But then it is basically the civic and
| professional bodies on whom we would like to rely
{ in matters of maintaining discipline in their re-
| spective areas and carrying the message forward.
| There is, we believe, a vast majority of non-parti-
san people in the country who under the non-
| party caretaker government should make bold to
assert for peace and equanimity in the society at

large.

Now is the time for various civic bodies to start
educating the people about the value of their vote
so that anything impacting negatively on the polls

is swamped.

A Dastardly Act

This is not the way.

Assailants on Sunday drilled two bullets into the
Pajero jeep carrying Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir.
Were the criminals shooting to kill or they aimed
to give Dr Alamgir the scare? Either way, it did
not stand to benefit the goons or whoever they
were working for. What could be gained politically
or otherwise by killing or injuring Dr Alamgir?
This could only land them into a situation of hate-
ful rejection and denunciation with no easy escape.
And if it were done to scare him or the leading
bureaucrats who had earlier been threatened with
unpleasant consequences by top BNP functionar-
ies, the targeted men are not likely to oblige them

by taking fright. And in

implicate BNP in a murky unbecoming game
completely unworthy of a major
who just had a five-year stint in power. The
stinking business gains in foulness with BNP failing
to come up with a condemnation of the dastardly

act.

This is not the way to help the nation go steadily
to fair polls. This is not the way to help the society
back into normalcy, into finding
and its best rhythm. This is the way to destroy all
that the society had gained from two years of sac-
rifice. No good will come of it to the shooters ei-
ther. Mastans do not live long . They live even less
than they prepare themselves for.
short life is what they have been condemned to by

their patrons.

If the polls by June 28 have to reflect truly the
‘mind of our people, the mastans must go. Arms as
a means to intimidate people into bartering away
their voting right for a deceptive saféty, must be
uprooted from society before we can have a mean-

ingful election.

Baily Star

Founder-Editor: Late S. M. Al
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In his maiden address to the nation on Sunday
evening Chief Adviser of the caretaker government
Mohammed Habibur Rahman sounded reassuring
with his approach to the question of maintenance
of law and order or the rule of law.

Basically laying emphasis on societal respon
ities and obligations of political party followers to
help keep peace and order, he went on to under-
line a minimal intervention by the government
suggesting 'stern measures' only in exceptional
circumstances: unless it became far too problem-
atic for the government to work, the Special Pow-
ers Act would not be applied.

prerequisite for not only
civic peace under testing circumstances but also
for the creation of an environment congenial to
preparations for the uproming polls.

The chief adviser has called upon the workers
of different political parties to respond to the call
of their leaders for peace and responsible be-
haviour. We agree with him that by maintaining
ranks, they would be doing
to their own political parties and the

parties are keyed up in the after-
math of the formation of a caretaker authority as
they are all playing on a level-field stridently
warming up to bruising slanging matches in the
run-up to elections. At a time like this, the top
leadership of any major political party ought to
inspiring and virtually
inciting their workers in the political idiom they

sibil-

parents or
upon their

the bargain it tends to

political party

its true bearings

eir cursed
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Election: Can one run
for third term?

Sir, Can a person elected
twice Lo become the Prime
Minister or the President par-
ticipate in an election, for the
third term? What does our
Constitution say about this and
what do our experts have to
comment on sucll]]an issue?

Obviously, I am referring to
Begum Khaleda Zia who partic-
ipated in the Jatiya Sangsad
election twice and got unani-
mously elected as the Prime
Minister of Bangladesh. As the
days of guns and goons have
not ended. we await a genuine
reply or comment.

Habibur Rahman Khan
10/7, Igbal Road

‘. Mohammadpur, Dhaka

An appeal to the
Sir, I am obliged to thank
all concerned who have
wholeheartedly contributed to
an end to the. recent po-
litical impasse in the country.
With the withdrawal of non-
cooperation movement, it is

our hope that the country's
economic and other deveicp-

ment activities will start afresh
mgh much has already been *

However, now it is not tHe
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AY |s a hot
and stormy month in
Bangladesh. Some-
times. it brings in rains with
blessed coolness, supplanting
stifling heat and devastating
slorms. With the formation of a
non - isan caretaker govern-
ment with Justice Habibur
Rahman as Chief Adviser flor
holding the election in May,
the raging hot political storm
is about Yo subside and is
expected lo generale a smooth
atmosphere reminiscent of the
old days Dissolution of
the Parliament and resignation
of the Prime Minister were
inevitable consequences that
must have followed
simultaneously in order to
effect immediate transfer of
power to the caretaker gov-
errument .

The opposition leaders
hailed the decision as their
victory due to realisation of
their demand for a non-part)-
san caretaker government for
which they have been agitating
for the past two years. The
BNF have also likewise claimed
victory. a victory for constitu-
tional and democratic
as well as for having fulfilled all
the promises they had made.
In the final analysis. it is the
g:lople who would decide by

lots at the polls in May as to
who Is the real victor. How-
I:;El‘. the optimists, for a
c . have won in realisi
thcia-:}q:opcn. "4

The Initial reaction of the
Chief Adviser to his a t-
ment to this high office of
paramount importance was
significant. He underlined the
arduous character of the task
of holding a free, fair and im-
partial election and sought

The forthcoming election will be very important for the nation for a number of reasons.
orderly and impartially in a peaceful manner, the country would no doubt be able to
help develop a democratic tradition, which we all aspire so much to

continued cooperation and
support from all major political
parties. who had already con-
sented (o his appointment
The primary and the most ur-
gent task. according to him,
was to restore the law and
order and bring peace to a
strife-torn nation.

Similarly. first reaction of
the leaders of the major politi-
cal parties was strikingly and
strangely similar which was
rare *but a welcome phe-
nomenon. They also laid due
emphasis on the need for
peace and restoration of law
and order. The trend of reac-
tion as well as their remarks
augur well for the political fu
ture of Bangladesh. With the
bitter and disappointing expe-
rience of the people in the
immediate past, they consider
the present positive develop-
ment in country's political sit-
uation to be too to be
true. Still apprehensive, they
are now awailting with caution
what portends for them in fu-
ture,

The le in general have
been looking forward eagerly
to a state normalcy ich

they had been used to in the
past. except on some oCca-
sions of national crisis. they
have heaved a sigh of relief at
the prospect of a return of san-
ity to the nation and are ea-
Frr}}' awaiting resolution of dif-
erences. If any. towards hold
ing ol

a general election

Elci:ﬁun _i_n Ma)i

by M M Rezaul Karim

smoothly in May.

The BNFP chairperson asked
for the creation of anr~atmo-
sphere of peace in which her
party could work for a certain
victory in the forthcoming
election. She laid emphasis on
peace as a necessary adjunct to
democracy and development.
claiming her achievement in
develo nt to surpass what
had been achieved during the

receding 20 years. The
ormer Prime Minister trans-
ferred power with grace and
dignity befitting the occasion
of the oath-taking ceremony of
the Chief Adviser.

The Awami League leader.
in her turn. called upon her
supporters to exercise re-
straint arnd not to seek revenge
on anybody for anything She
also urged people not to take
law In their own hands. This is
the second time in three days
she made such a welcome
statement which did not
escape careful notice of politi-
cal advisers. The other party
leaders also spoke in the same
velin.

An overview of all these pa-
cific statements and advocacy
for a peaceful atmosphere con-
genjal for holding an orderly,
peaceful and impartial election
in May logically suggest a near
ideal pre-election situation
which would appear to be too
good to believe Unfortunately,
extensive and Indiscriminate
use of armed hooligans and

If this could be held
pass a crifical test and

FS

professional students in the
employ of political parties has
rendered a violence-free atmo-
sphere almost an impossibility

The situation can perhaps
be rectified by a further
demonstration of earnestness
by our leaders. who may make
str statements, jointly or
individually, effectually dis-
banding their respective
armed cadres and warning
them of severe consequences.
if they committed violence A
commendable attempt of this
nature had been made once
earlier to dissuade armed stu-
dents of the university from
taking law in their own hands.

Another importamt state-
ment made by the Awami
League chief is about the pro-
cess and propriety of forma-
tion of the present caretaker
government, which represents
a legal offshoot of an act of the
6th parliament. The ex post-
facto demand for cancellation
of the 15 February election and
of the resultant 6th parlia-
ment, therefere, assumes
greater complexity in law and
politics than ever before.

Now that the major political
parties agreed to an atcepted
the formation of a caretaker

overnment under Justice

hman. it is politically pru-
dent not to raise the issue now
and defer it to consideratien
by the new parliament. This
acl ol Sheikh Hasina has saved
people plenty of aveidable

Towards Developing a Democratic Culture

by M Mortayez Amin
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AL and JP did all the right things

D EMOCRACY itself is an

essence of some sort of
culture which needs
years to blossom. Very
unfortunately we are such a
nation that we do not haw a
democratic culture in the true
sense of the term despite
years of struggles and 'blood-
shed. Why can we not claim a
democratic culture of our own
which our neighbouring coun-

try boasts of? Because we do’

not practice it from top-down
to grass-roots level. The politi-
cal parties have got a funda-
mental role towards the end in
order to flourish democracy in
a country. But the way our po-
litical parties talk. they do not
exercise it in organisational ac-
tivities. The politicians air high
voices about democracy but
few or no politicians can claim
that their parties are run in a
true democratic manner. The
leaders of various committees
of these parties are just se-
lected and labelled as elected.
And due to this absence of
democratic practices, AL. BNP,
JP— all have centred round
one personality of their re-
spective parties. AL got disor-
anised and broken into parts

efore Sheikh Hasina was
flown in to take over the lead-
ership. BNP got fragmented
before Khaleda Zia was
dragged in into the party. Our
political parties have set ex-
amples ol 'readymade leaders’
without whom these parties
getl disarrayed — it is a proven
phenomenon. So they should
nurture democracy for their
owrn sake before they commit
it to the nation. Our political
parties were feuding over
caretaker government' issue
for long over two years. This
very issue exposes their own
abysmal condition. The politi-
cians have themselves proved
that they are not worthy to
create an environment where
people, the only and sole au-
thority of the republic, can ex-
ercise the very democratic
right to choose their represen-
tatives. Every political party-in-
power, since independence,
tried to rob people's opinion
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opment in the days to come. A
carelaker government is about
to start functioning and thanks
to the former Chief Justice
Habibur Rahman for accepting
the task to bring peace in the
land. We have had enough
crises and abnormalities in our
political arena. It is now the
time to h:Fe for the best and
21. peclitical parties shall work
in Ea:muny to achieve their
objectives as well as the
country's overall development.
I do hope that all concerned
shall coeperate with the
caretaker government for its
success. :

Moreover, | have a few re-
quest to the Chief Adviser, Jus-
tice Habibur Rahman, for his
sympathetic attention, on the
foll issues.

i) April 7 is the Easter Sun-
day of the Christian commu-
nity. It is observed worldwide.
The Bangladeshi Christian's
have also got the privil to
observe this day as an nal
holiday. However, this year it
may observed with some
concern that the SSC exami- '
npation is- due to start on the
same day. We have earlier re-
ques the Education ‘Secre-
tary, the Chairman and the
Controller of Examination to
reschedule the date but all
went in vain. We now earnestly
requesy. the Chief Adviser to
kindly take necsssary action to

shift the examina*inn from
Al Tt Aned] R '

guest an?

and wrest the sovereign power
of people. Just look at 19391
general election. Only a neu
tral caretaker government un
der the dynamic leadership ol
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
could ensure a highly ap-
plauded general election. This
very instance also reveals, the
other way round . the un-
democratic and anti-people
attitude and nature of our po-
litical parties
The current political im-
passe reminded every con-
scious citizen about how a
democratic culture can be
evolved in a country like ours
An interim caretaker neutral
government can only ensure a
congenial atmosphere for can
franchise. Election Commis-
sion and other government
machinery can work without
being intimidated and influ-
enced. But after election when
a partly is voted to power we
cannot expect miracles from
that party as regards demo-
cratic norms and principles.
Because no polllicafpar[}' has
got democracy practiced
within and throughout. BNP
can be immediate example in
this regard. This party was
elected in 1991 through the
finest elections in the history
of our country. But we have
seen misuse of power. corrup-
tion and autocratic measures
taken up. We heard and saw
the airing of solemn pledges of
um aleda Zia that she
would repeal black laws,. sepa-
rate judiciary from executive .
make electronic media au-
tonomous. etc. if voted to
power. The election manifesto
of BNP also highlighted these
promises. People voted them
to power only to see those
promises revoked. The elec-
tronic media remained the
property of the party-in-power
as it was in the past. Indepen-
dent judiciary remains a dream
of the nation. All black laws are
still serving the very 'political
ﬁrposes' of the ruling party.
e law enforcing agencies are
being used to intimidate polit-
ical opponents.These are the
consequences of the undemo-

during their tenure. We know history paints a very grim picture about the
‘way AL and JP ruled the country...

cratic and autocratic practices
of the goverrunent with which
they govern and use the law
enforcing agencies to their
own benefit, ause all the di-
rectives and orders are chan-
neled downward from the top
where a sits blased political
person who neither practices
nor allows lo practice demoe-
racy within the party itself. So
we cannot expect anything ex-
traordinary.

The media 1s rightly re-
garded as third state else-
where in the world. But in our
country, we see people gather-
ing around radios to hear BBC
or VOA. State controlled radio
or TV ne more attraé®t them.
The reason is obvious. News-
papers often. reportedly, are
not provided newsprints and
advertisement as per’'their cir-
culations. The criteria, they
say, are different. though not
written The judiciary system

also pcrhags has its hands tied
and run being influenced by
administration Independence
is a must for the judiciary sys-
tem if one likes to see it func-
tion properly amd discharge its
duties honestly. The ruling
party in gquestion also perhaps
cleared their attitude towards
cnntaininf, corruption. The PM
ordered. few months back, the
Anti-Corruption Department to
take prior permission from
her before filing charges
against high-ups. Apparently
had she been sincere to root
out corruption from every
stratum of administsation and
society. she should have given
the Anti-Corruption Depart-
ment a free-hand to deal with
matters they are assigned for.
Recently the Supreme Court of
India wrested the power of PM
Narsimha Rao to control Crim-
inal Investigation Bureau (CIB)
to pave the way for an unbiased
probe into Hawala scandal. Can
we not learn a lessan from this
example and ungrip the Anti-
Corruption Department? The
party-in-power can do it and
gﬁpﬂsltlnn can pget it materi-

sed. But when? ’

The series of examples of
undemocratic and autocratic
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would appreciate the inclusion
of at least one minority com-
munity member 'in the care-
taker government to ensure
participation of all caste, creed
and culture.

iii) For the coming general
election. a mandatory rule
should be passed that no polit-
ical party must use religion in
the election campaign.

Dennis D Datta
Rajashan, Savar

Fate of BNP, lesson
for others?
Sir, In 1991, BNP was a
Eﬂpulu party. Its leader
aleda Zia was at that time a

h respected public figure.
But In a span of five years

thin, ed unf;
fmh'lfgechmg unfavourably

arty as well as the
leader. ‘B'u:re are many rea-

sons, many theories argu-
ments will be endless. But one
cause- is the segregation
the leader from the 'people’.
Identity with the ° e’ was
the main strength of eda
Zia. She cbuld sit down any-
where and the masses would
surround to protect her from
the force of the tyrant. But alas!
Now she is protected by the
full might of the state from the
same people., '
| urge the future rulers to
take the lesson. Imagining
Sheikh Hasin. ‘o be the next
leader, it can be s.7vested that

she should start thinking now

- about the measures to avoid

this sorry fate. She should not
lose contact with the 'people’.
She is the 'triumph card of
Awami

_ Lca%:m. She should re-
main the head of the party

(refusing to be head of admin-
istration), putting it into right
track whenever there is ten-
dency of derailment. As soon

as AL goes to r. if it does.
vultures would start to gather.
It has started already. The
power base would be sur-
rounded the vested groups
who would prefer the leader to
be away from the masses. Facts
would nidden and fictions
created. Canards spread and
truth suppressed. Distorted
pictures would be presented to
the leader and people's voices
discredited. Interested coterie
would deny any wrong-doin

and malign the critics an

truth-seekers. Sheikh Hasina
should act as guardian angel
for at least one term. From her
party seat she can even caution
the administration t cor-
ruption and anti-peopie mea-
sures. Uplift of country's for-
tune would necessitate marny
harsh measures, like austerity.

AL should not risk to discredit

its triumph card in the pro-
Cess,

Though not an Awami Lea-
guer, | shall be sad the day AL
wuuld* meet the fate as has be-
fallen on BNPF.

A sympathe.

| Marzina, and then?

Sir, I am writing to know
about the outcome of the in-
vestigation into the reported
rape of Marzina [aged 14) last
October.

Two policemen and another
local man were arrested in
€huadanga. Local people re-
ported that the girl, who was
unconscious, was taken to
hospital.

It is now more than five
months since this event took

lace and despite Jahangir

ossein's, the Police Superin-
tendent of Chuadanga, an-
nouncement that there would
be an investigation into the in-
cident. nothing has been made
public so far. The perpetrators
of this crime have not been
brought to justice and Marzina
has received no com sation
for the violation which she has
suffered.

Thraugh the attention of
your néwspaper [ hope that
you will be able to effett an in-

uiry intv this injustice and
that international standards of
human rights will be main-

tained in Bangladesh.

Catherine Fenier
iventoain 120 A

hartals. The two a
bitter rivals since then. This nigh
also between the two blocks with nine-a-side
teams. Matches of course have to be played
with tennis balls and so there aren't many bro-
ken windows.
Two matches were actually played under
the lights, the first one beginning at 8 pm !
This led to the finish of the matches at 3:30
aml!
Lights hanging fromn balconies, telephone
les. rooftops and pillars flooded the neigh-
rhood at about quarter past six in, the
evening. People from all the surrounding
apartments came out to see what was happen-
ing. Passers by stopped by wondering what
was Fdnghﬂn and some even stayed
st hall &4

the -« hhwled Children chanted

practices of BNP government
should not mislead someone
that AL and JP did all the l‘l%t
things during their tenure e
know history paints a very
grlm‘JJu'iurt about the way AL
and JP ruled the country In
many cases, Lhey perhaps
even did more thangwhat BNP
has done The reason behind
highlighting the activities of
BNP government is that it was
elected through an unprece-
dented fair and free election
The people naturally had had
very high expectations of this
government. They expected
many things to be streamlined
and restructured and
ticed in order to instill the
very essence of democracy.

| know this write-up, like
many others, will never awake
and shake our politicians. But |
sincerely believe if conscious

people tr{' sincetely to
mobilise pwublic opinion about
democratic culture. the

politicians will be compelled
to walk along the path of
democragcy, respect and prac-
tice democratic norms and
thereby help develop a demo-
cratic culture of our own.
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troubles, helped e an
atmosphere of mm
election and deserves -
ciation of all peace- ng
peopie. Of course, ot a
continued movement would
have been count tive
to the o ition and inter-
fered u with their prepa-
ration for the coming election.

One very important ele-

ment. nay a one. stands
out clearly the many-
[aceted movement of t

former parties. This

T opposition

pertains to the policy, action
and® behaviour of our public
servants in the secretariat. Our
land and people have under-
gone periods of grave national
crisis and hist movements.,
including the all-out liberation
war. but never in the past his-
tory did some of the Secre-
tariat officials, inchuding some
most senior ones, organised
themselves not only to strike
from work but to intimidate
successfully the rest from even
entering their office.

The conscientious public
SETVANIS Dever. as per service
rules, allowed themselves to be
drawn into politics before and
developed a tradition worthy of
pride and praise till now [t
may have been a ¢lassic case of
a silent majority having been
helplessly overpower by a
vocal and militant minority
Al whom a handful of dis-
gruntied omes played the key
role. Otherwise, how could one

justify their pressing demand
for constitution of an
t. which

caretaker govermnmen
the ruling party had not omly

accepied but even reguested

A Captive Nation Strives to Break its Shackles

the President to initiate ar-
rangement for its formation.
The transfer of was au-
tomatically to within a
coupile of days. It was obwvipus
to all. te personal
conviction t standard
of service and impartial pos-

and pn?;-.-rty that it ma
years. il at all. to llll.hl:?
ti nation. The time for
taking is aHprmc
history wi mnlt.ﬂly
in its annals who is
blame. Likewise, the people
will also be the sole arbiter and
sit in judgement during the
election in May for the same.
Political parties beware, pre-
pare peacefully to participate
in the election and must place

national interest over party
and individual Interests.

to
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OPINION

Rowdyism at the Secretariat

Some education with a gov-
ernment employment in the
capital city is supposed to
bring In some qualitative
changes in the conduet of a
person vis-a-vis his counter-
part in the village with no edu-
cation and no secured liveli-
hood But what has happened
in connection with the assault-
ing ol a liftman by two gang-
sters in the Seeretariat re-
cently calls for condemnation.

The people worki in the
Secretariat are bound lo be-
have according to certain
specified rules and regulations.
They cannot take the law in
their hands. Whatever has
happened. and whereever it
has laken Fl-‘:u_-r_'. it is under the

a certain ministry
or department assigned to the
task of tackling such develop-
ments. But what on earth the
Secretariat people found that
they indulged in wildcat
demonstrations ! It is further
more frustrating that the
demonstratioms were joined by
officers some of whom were no
less than Additional Secre-
taries. Woe to their behaviour !
This caliban-like behaviour
indicates to the fact that what-
ever be their education or des-

ation. they are yel to shake

ign
u:ﬁ%‘ their peevishness. The pub-

lic servants cannot question
the appointment of demand |
the re tion of a minister. It
is the business of the paglit-
clans. It is a malady of |
and gross misdemeanour
to punishment.

noticed

It has been recently
that during any political tur-

moil the government - |
ees of diflerent drmmlm
pose to be the cham of
popular interests. Unfortu-
nately they do not know the
fact that the people of the
country always view them as
synthetic chameleons, who
never fail to harass them in ev:
ery ble way.
government em

are notoriously the nﬁrudv:
the blood

beneficiaries of all
that has been spilled on this
soil. In most of SIE
counftries public servants are
often esteemed as worst ene-
mies of the common man by
the development :
However, they must know
the fact that ‘services' are
indispensable, but not the
'seyvants’ who are too fond of
their selfish bargain.

Mohamed Abdul Mutalib

Onnesha
74 Dhanmondi. Rd 4 (old).

. Dhalka

=—Dhaka Day by Day

Think about a day-nigh
Dhaka street under floodli
be an event of the future.

day-night match. The match

street off the Mirpur Road.
We've seen

streets during

ly;ﬂu need is a lon
ourhood street whic

also have to
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Anyway, this match was arranged by a few
apartment owners in a certain neighourhood.
For the last couple of years, cricket matches
between two apartment blocks facing each
other have been a regular feature d'urln% the

rtment blocks have
t match was

Lt
e —— - :

t cricket match on a
t. It still seems to
ut in Dhanmondi, a
day-night match was held last week. It was
more of a night-midnight-dawn match than a
took place on a

gqunﬁsters play cricket
artals and the non-coope
programmes. What then does it take %0 hold a
night-match on the streets? Nothing much. All
. quiet stretch of a neigh-.
is as wide as 20 feet.
About 12 floodlights fitted onto the roofs, win-
dows adjoining, telephone poles, etc, provide
the illumination. And plenty of influential
neighbours to back you up and who are of
COuUrse ndllin%etn pay all the expenses. You
out of your minds or cricket-
mad tp arrange such a match. It helps if you
don't have exams the next moming. ;

e el el B

Arshad Hussain

the

ery
on the
ration

away leavin

Playin
your hcag

were a few
_ first but gradu

g,
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Floodlight Cricket on a Dhaka Street

slogans, held up. placards, and shouted for
their teams. The atmosphere, as Tony Greig
would have said,
As the first match progressed the neigh-
bours packed onto their verandahs to watch
ame. Parents cheered their sons with ev-
all bowled. The make-shift tea-stalls and
cigarette-booths called it a day and the shop-
keepers (and others who couldn't sleep) stood
jampacked on one side. These people were all
there till quarter past twelve when the first
match ended and then slowly
behind only a couple of police-
men, a few children and the security guards to
cheer us in the second match.
at night with no scorching
and a cool breeze blowing through-
out the match made it really enjoyable. There
problems in sigh

was electrifying.

the crowd faded

sun on

ti the ball at

the sighting got better as the

eves got used to the artificial-lighting. The

il
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got us throug

" World Cup

cannot

T

and manholes in

into a
back (o see

<ix bha

thrills and excitement of pla

h the two matches wi
per (however, we
and also the nothing

t cricket

t sup-
did have the official drink
-official-about-it-drink and
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