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NEWS BRIEFS
Nasaka frees
3 Bangladeshis

_ BANDARBAN, Mar 30: My-
anmar boarder security force
“Nasaka" today handed over
three Ban _
were abducted by them on
March 22. Nasaka kidnapped
three woodcutter fromi Lemu-
chhari area in Naikkhong-
chhari thana of the district
while they were cutting wood
in the forest of Bangladesh
territory. They were handed
over to the Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) after a flag meeting with
the Myanmar boarder security

force in the morning, reports
UNB. :

BNP rally today

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) will hold a rally at
'‘democracy mancha’ in front of
Nayapaltan central office today
at 3 pm. BNP Chairperson
Begum Kbhaleda Zia will ad-
dress the rally. Members of all
professional groups and work-
ing people, supporters and
workers of the party and its
front organisations have been
reguested to attend the rally,
r%arts BSS5.

15 hurt as BNP, AL
clash in S'ganj

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 30: Some

adeshi citizens who
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JS dissolved: Chief Adviser takes oath

Former Chief Justice Mo-
hammad Habibur Rahman
last night took oath as Chief
Adyviser to head a caretaker
government hours after dis-
solution of the sixth Parlia-
ment.

Earlier in the aftermoon,
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas dissolved parliament
on a written reguest from
Prime Minister and BNP
chief Begum Khaleda Zia and
appointed Justice Rahman
as the Chief Adviser.

The President adminis-
tered the oath of office to the
Chief Adviser in presence of
the outgoing Prime Minister
and other political leaders at
the Bangabhaban at 9:45 pm.

Former Leader of the Op-

| position and Awami League

chief Sheikh Hasina, Jatiya
Party acting chairman Miza-
nur Rahman Chowdhury,
Jamaat-e-Islami's Matiur

Rahman Nizami, chiefs of
three services, diplomats and
high civil and military offi-
cials, among others,

By Staff Correspondent

attended the swearing-in cer-
emony.

The Chief Adviser, who
enjoys the status of Prime
Minister, will head an 11-

- member Council of Advisers
which will run the adminis-

tration until a new govern-
ment takes oyer following a
fresh general election.

The Constitution (13th
Amendment) Bill 1996,
passed on March 26, provides
that the President will consti-

Editorial on Page -4

tute an 11-member non-party
caretaker government within
15 days of dissolution of Par-
liament for holding general
elections within three
months.

The sixth Parliament was
elected in the February 15
polls, boycotted by the major
opposition parties for not be-
ing held under a neutral
caretaker government they
had long been demanding.

Later, on March 9, the
Awami League, Jatiya Party

and Jamaat-e-Islami laun-
ched a non-stop non-co-
operation movement for can-
cellation of the February 15
polls, resignation of the BNP
government and fresh polls
under a neutral caretaker

| 4

Earlier on the day, Begum
Zia in a letter, requested
President Biswas to dissolve
Parliament. ’

The letter was delivered by
Minister for Energy and Min-
eral Resources Oli Ahmed
and Finance Minister M Sai-
fur Rahman.

The end of Begum Zia's
administration, which took

office on March 19 for the
second term came very.

swiftly having been in office

for only 12 days.

February 15, the BNP came
under severe criticism from
the major political parties
accusing it of rigging the
polls. The Opposition said it
(BNP) wanted to continue in

See Page 8 Col 8

Khaleda urges‘nationalists
to forge greater unity

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday called

+ upon the "nationalist political

forces” to forge a greater unity
to uphold national interests
and to guard against "those out
to serve the interests of for-
eign courntries”.

Begum Zia was addressing a
huge public rally from the
Ganotantra Mancha (Demo-
cracy Podium) in front of the

. Nayi Pelign pagty office in the,
ity iﬂ]IliLrﬂ}ﬂlti\’ after makinig

L L = R

15 peoplq were injured, five '

seriously, in a clash between
the supporters of the BNP and
Awami League at Tarash thana
today. Police and witnesses
sald, the clash erupted in the
morfling at Tarash bazar whe¢n
a procession of the Awami
League was confronted by a
BNF procession. Some 20
bombs were exploded during
the clash which lasted for
about half an hour. Police

lobbied three rounds of tear
ias shells to disperse the
teuding groups. reports UNB.

JP rally today

The Jatiya Party, Dhaka City
unit, will hold a rally today at
Baitul Mukarram south gate
Party City unit President Col
(Rtd) A Malek and General
Secretary Abdus Salam yester
day in a statement urged all
party city and leaders
and members of the front or
ganisauons o make the rally a
success, reporis B55S

Housewife beaten
to death

From Staff Correspondent

inits

SYLHET. Mar 30 A young
Housewnts wag heaten 'o death
Aallegeriiy By her husoanr
A ST Mehal
rJ'rnl.'.-l: T N R *Fraria  Fast r-:Jli",}F'
faTIfeA 77 rie ol the fq
wvESs NGt ey fiastiandd Hlarese
W LAt ey e THE THOTTIT

2 L | -F'El-'fi,-'.-' g%
A1 noonr St

-rr-51prrj,1',-
LMK SOaTT e
ddied at night

;J'fllil-.rl.'

A written request to the
President to dissolve the sixth
Parliament in the afternoon.
The mancha was created
yesterday.

Claiming the transfer of
power to a non-party carctaker
government a victory of the
people and of her party as
well,. the former Prime Minis-
ter said: “We have been able to
pass in Parliament the Consui-
tution amendment bill flor
elections under nor-parly
caretaker governmenf. ‘Iﬁrn )

P

Police asked p-v;:upie to walk with their hands up at_‘,- Mls

By c;taﬂv Correspondent

have made arrangements for
the President to form the
caretaker government.”

The formier Prime Minister
said she relinquished office to
uphold rule of law and protect
the national economy.

"We came to power in 1991
constitutionally and handed
over power to a caretaker gov-
ernmient constitutionally. It is
victory of the people, victory of

de i S
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Khaleda Zia demanded
general elections by May this
year. Amid thunderous cheers
she said. "1 hope people will
once again vote BNP to power.”

The former Prime Minister
alleged that three political par-
ties had pushed the national
economy on the verge of ru-
ination. "Their non-coopera
tion movement against a legal
overnment led to closure of
undreds of factories and

"caused immense sufferings to

———— e o - e .
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a clash between BNP activists and police force yesterday.

21 JKLF me

| curity forces Saturday

: shrine earlier this week.

. Liberation Front

=

JAMMU, Mar 30: Indian se-
y de-
stroyed the headquarters in
Srinagar of the militant group
that had seized control of
Kashmir's most important
re
ports AP

Police 1n Srinagar said 2]
militants were killed. but a
spokKesman for the state pov
ernment in Jammu put the
death toll at 16

Among the dead was Shabir
Siddigui, leader of a splinter
group of the Jammu-Kashmir
the oldest
guerilla group seeking inde
pendence for Kashmir
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three children — walked out of
the building before the others
opened fire

Troops pounded the build
ing with grenades and mortars
and raked it with machine
guns until the building col-
lapsed

There were no casualties
among the Indian forces

The incident came [our
rAays after the militants peace
fully evacuated Hazrathal an
impousing lake-side white mar

bie stirine and mosque. and re
turned to their headquariers
just outside the compound

The militants had occupied
the shrine for three days fol-
lowing a clash with local police

in whitH at least | peaple
were willed nclian securily
frirces surrounded the r|m.-.r1|:r'
s el thoe el s barric aclerd
I hiemiselves insicle
"he Jammu-Kashrmar Laber
Front saiucd the |jclian
atithioritims went back on their
wored 1o give the miltants free
y<mapge and had kept them

She alleged that the non-

- stlop non-cooperation pro-

gramme was planned to de-
stroy the national economy in
the interests of a foreign coun-
t_r]y;. "For whose interest the
Chittagong port was kept
closed and pgarments indus-
lries were forced to close
down?" she posed the ques-
tions.

The BNP chairperson cau-
lioned

new the 25-year
with India.”
Begum Zia also alle that
the 'Janatar Mancha' (people's
podium]), set up by the Dhaka
City Mayor and Awami League
leader Mohammad Hanif, was a
stage of TDI‘E‘.i%I; agents’
“"There is a link between the
Janatar Mancha erected in
fronit of the National Press Club
and the one set up at the
Si lirawardy Udyan in the third
week of March in 1972
See Page 8 Col |
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Z1a and Awami'League President Sheikh Hasina are seen on his right and left respectively.

Awami League Chief Sheikh
Hasina yesterday described the
formation of the neutral non-
party caretaker government as
a long-cherished victory of the
people. reports UNB.

In a statement, Hasina. who
steered the movement for
caretaker government for last

two vears, said the {}t‘ﬂfplt are .

anxiously waiting for a free, fair
and impartial election to the
Parliament to set up a genuine
representative and accountable

¥ ople, W di =8 '
A Sphmat o 3 WEWE WS AR v Q.

opera Justice Habibur
Rahman nt in pro-
tecting the JgMterest of the
people and holding the coming

election, she said.
A historic responsibility has
been reposed in the head of
the caretaker government,
Justice Habibur Rahman, and
his colleagues. said Hasina. the
president of Awami League,
"We hope they will be able to
discharge this onerous respon-
sibility successiully.”
She put forward several

Two in]led,IOO |

hurt in N'ganj
. clashes

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Mar 30
Two persons, including a boy
of 10, were killed and over
100 people injured in three
incidents here today.

The two were killed in fir-
ing during a clash between
two rival groups of the local
BNP - Bodu group and Hasan
group - in No 2 Baburail area in
the morning.

The boy, Faruk, son of one
Md Sohrab, died instantly
when hit in the storfach by a
stray bullet and Rokunuzzaman
Raflq, 20, reportedly report-
cdly a member of the Bodu

oup, was fatally wounded and
ied on way to hospital.

Al least 60 ple were in-
them critically,
in the gun t. More than 300
shots were exchanged during
the fight that started at 3 am
ivolved around 200 people.
The wounded were admitted
to different local clinics.

The situation was brought
under control by police and

See Page 8 Col 6

Non-cooperation
programme ends

suggestions. including recon-
struction of the Election
Commission and preparation of
a flawless voters' list to ensure
fair voting.

"We want an end to rigging,
abuse of power and terrorism
from our electoral process. po-
litical stabilitys.and economic
development would be ensured
through establishment of gen-
uine democracy.”

Hasina said the BNP gov-
ernment has finally bowed

down ‘o e Ated yynovemmen
i twe }*’ﬂiﬁ‘midﬁ:b C!EI'.id-Eu
the demand for non-party
caretaker government.

“A neutral non-party gov-
erninent took over the respon-
sibility of ruling the country
a critical junctute of the na-
tion.”

She said people hope that
this government will take cor-
rect and effective steps to
bring back normalcy in the
administration, restore law
and order by recovering illegal
arms and punishing the iden-
lified terrorists.

at -

Caretaker govt to get all
cooperation: Hasina

The Awami League chief
said this government should
also take urgent necessary
steps to revamp' the national
economy.

She alleged that the country
was put on back tracks because
of inefficiency. wrong policy,
politicisation and corruption of
the BNP government E:xr last
five years. -

Hasina urged the people to
unitedly devote themselves in
nation-building activities. say-

Wge puami-leaguridess oo

believe in politics of revenge
and hatrcd.? i

It is the responsibility of all
citizens to guard against any
palitical vendetta and aggran-
dizement of personal interests,
she said, adding that all must
remain vigilant against any
conspiracy.

Hasina also urged the peo-

ple to cooperate with the law
enforcing agencies in main-
taining peace and discipline in
towns and villages, and protect
life and property of thé people,

ight. BNP Chairperson Begum Khaleda

1
|

By Staff Cnr;'espundent

Awami League, Jatiya Party

| and Jamaat-e-Islami yesterday

R

: 'nm{(

called off their mdefinite non-
cooperation programme in
view of the dissolution of the
sixth Jatiya Sangsad and

swearing in of the chief advisor

ol the caretaker government.

The non-cooperation pro-
gramme had begun on March
o

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina in a statement
announced withdrawal of all
programmes of the non-coop-
eration movement ‘forthwith'
and called upon all officers
and employees of the republic
to join their respective duties
this moment'.
Awami League chief
called upon the authorities to

. start mormal function at ports,
' railway, transport sectors, wa-

| lerwa

ys. shops. educational in-
stifufions, Industries, banks
and insurances, business
-i.1blishments, courts and all

under siege inside their
headquarters
Indian authorities denied

they had struck any deal be-

nd allowing the militants 1o
eave |lazratbal salely.,

The JKLF was the [#rst mili
tant group tu take up arms
against India in the late 1980 s
last year. Siddiqui lead a split
in the group. and was sup
Fur'rﬂ‘] by the Pakistan based
ounder ol . the JKLF
Amanullah Khan

In a protest Friday,
Siddiqui's JKLF faction refused
to allow prayers in Hazratbal,
which houses a sacred relic
that devout Muslims believe is
a hair from the beard of the
prophet Mohammed :

Mushim militants have been
hghung for six years to sepa

rate Kashmir, which has a
Muslim majority, Irom Hindu
dominated India, More then
|2 000 people have died in
the Hghting

AFY adds from Islamabad
The .Jammu and Kashmir

. n killed in battle with
~ troops outside Hazratbal Mosque

Liberation Front (JKLF) staged
a demonstration outside the
Indian high commission today
to protest the killing of one of

its leaders in Indian-held
Kashmir.
Some 50 JKLF workers

marched to the embassy. lo-
cated in the heavily-guarded
diplamatic enclave, %rum oA
central market In Islamabad.
chanting anti-India slogans.
witnesses said

The demonstrators stood
outside the mission for an hour
to condemn Indian "atrocities”
against Kashmiris before ba-
ton-weilding police dispersed
them

The JKLF activists were
protesting the killing of Shabir
Siddiqui.

In a statement issued here,
Pakistan based JKLLF Chairman
Amimaniilah Khan denounced
the Indian savagery.”

Khan said the killings were
A4 colossal loss” Dbt vowed that
the JKLF would overcome the

See Page B Col B
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other public and private estab-
lishments.

"We are grateful to you all
who have suffered in many
ways for making the nnn—tmir
eration movement a success in
the greater national interests,”
she said. .

Jamaat-e-Islami expressed
its gratitude to the Almighty
for the victory of the move-
ment at the cost of supreme
sacrifices of the people.

Announcing withdrawal of
the non-cooperation pro-
gramme Prof Golam Azam,
Amir of Jamaat, said this is a
victory
Bangladesh.

A’za?fdmaidcd immediate
release fof all political . leaders
and- workers arrested during
the opposition movement and
ask people to remain vigi-
lant 3&3111;1 attempts to create

‘any chaos.

Azam appealed to the peo-
See Page 8 Col 3

of 12 crore people of

Janatar Mancha turns
* byjoy manct

The crowd around the
“Janatar Mancha” (people's

fum) in front of the Jatiya
ress Club beamed with joy as’
the news bof the rime
Minister's resignation was an-
Hounced from the dais
Saturday evening. reports
UNB.

Cheering opposition
tiviste danced, sang
shouted slogans welcomin

al-
and
the

| news of the "fall of the iliegal

government” at about 6: 13 pm.

They renamed the podium
as "Bijoy Mancha® [victory dails)
and burnt an effigy of Begum

. Khaleda Zia.

Thousands ol ﬂrr;plr =
men, women and children -+
t({nnngﬂ:l in front of the Press
‘lub where opposition activists
started a sit-in demonstration
on March 23 demanding res
ignation of the Prime Minister,
cancellation ol the February 15
election and tresh vote under a
non-party caretaker govern
inent
“This is the victory of the
L:*nph' and of democracy.” city
avor Mohammad Hanil tokd
the cheering crowd while an

» Minister

that the Prime
d resigned.

The formation of a neutral
caretaker government was not
a demand of any pelitical party,

it was the demand of the peo-

nﬂLlﬂfi“%
a

ple, he said.
The city mayor. who is the
resident of City Awamli

eague, urged the people to
maintain peace and ordey to
facilitate holding of a free and
fair election under the care
taker government.

Earlier in the afternoon,
Awami Sechasebak League ‘held
a rally at the "Mancha” with its
acting convenor Habibur
Rahman Habib in the chair.

Awami League leaders, in-
cluding General Secretary
Zillur Rahman, Mozaffar Ho-
ssain Paltu, Obaidul Kader and
Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury
Mava addressed the rally.

The announcement on the
Prime Minister's resignation
followed a session of {mlrtuth‘
songs and parody of the BNP
government

e Jviclory programme’
started with the playing of the

See Page B Col B

| — Star photo-
Advisers to be
appointed in
24 hrs: Rahman

Chief Advisor Justice
Mohammad Habibur Rahman
yvesterday said the 10 advisors
of the non-party caretaker
government will be appointed
within the next 24 hours, re-
ports UNB. ’

He said he had thought of
the personalities to be in-
ducted as advisors, but did not
disclose their names. _

“I have a difficult task
ahead. But | have been assured

"by the political leaders of their

cooperation and I think I'll be
able to perform my duties with
their help and cooperation,”
Justice Rahman told reporters

i alfnsor T 5 L
The chief a uur"'whn will

lead an 11-member caretaker
government said: "My prime
duty is to restore law and
order, and to arrange free and
fair election combining the
President's inspiration and co-
operation of the political lead-
ers and the people.”

The 66-year-old former
Chief Justice was sworn-in by
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas as the chief advisor of
the non-party caretaker. gov-
ernment at'the Darbar Hall of

"See Page 8 Col 7

Truce in CHT
extended
till Apr 30

_From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 30:
Shantibahini leaders have
agreed to extend the ceasefire.
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts
(CHT) till April 30 to maintain
peace and tranguilitjf there
during the period of political
transition in the country. offi-
cial sources said here today.

The ongoing truce in the
CHT is due to expire tomorrow
(March 31). _

The decision to extend the
truce was conveyed to Con-
venor of the Liaison Committee
Hangshadoz Chakma in a letter
from the Shantibahini leaders
today. Hangshadoz Chakma in a
letter to the Shantibahini lead-
ers on Thursday had requested
for extension of the truce. ,
- The ceasefire was unil '
ally declared by the Sf
tibahini on August 1, 1 to
pave the way for haolding talks
with the elected government.
The first round of peace-talks
was hold on November 5,
1993.

Both the sides held sewven
rounds of talks. ¥

Raushan, 'Manjli
hurt as gunmen
attack JP rally

Several central leaders and
workers of Jatjya Party were
injured as unidentified gun-
men attacked a party meeting
in old Dhaka yesterday
evening, reports L'[Hﬁ

Party sources sald JP pre-
sidium member and the wile of
deposed president H M Er-
shad, Begum Raushan Ershad,
secretary general Anwar
Hossain Monju, Jafar Imam
and Jubo Sanghati president
Saifur Rahman were among the
injured.

Jafar Imam sustained bullet
iijury while Monju. Raushan
Ershad and Saifur Rahman
were injured with bomb splin-
ters, party sources said.
were admitted to different city
clinics.

The meeting, organised by
Jubo Sn.ngl'l‘antel at Chawkbazar
crossing, under attack at
ahout 4:45 pm when i)nrty

residium member Sicajul

ossain Khan was speaking on
the dais.

*The attackers fired dozens
of gunshots and exploded

See Page 8 Col 5




