Hasina
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Press Club on Tuesday.

"People do not want to see
you {Kgaleda] in power any-
more. Do not increase their
sufferings by sticking to po-
wer,” Hasina said.

The AL chief said that after
two days of relaxation, the
non-cooperation programme
would resume again from the
morning of March 28 and
called upon the people to carry
forward the movement till the
"final victory." But she ap-
pealed to the people not to
take law in their hands and to
maintain peace. She also ap-

ealed to the people to help
aw enforcing agencies main-
tain law and orders.

Speaking on the caretaker

overnment issue. the fornmer.

eader of the Opposition in the
Fifth Parliament said: “The un-
fortunate part is that the
Prime Minister did not under-
stand the need for a caretaker
ﬁuvcrnmenl in time, but un-
erstood it later. The ruling
BNP. did not bring the bill in
the fifth parliament, but intro-
duced it in the Parliament of
vote thieves.”

“You (PM) accepted the
demand at last. Then why did
vou kill so many people?”
Hasina posed the question
without naming Begum Zia.
Hasina claimed that nearly 100
people were killed in the
movement for the caretaker
government.

The sixth Jatiya Sangsad
passed the caretaker govern-
ment bill Tuesday morning,

Sheikh Hasina also con-

gratulated the civil servants for
“joining the peoples’ 1nove-

ment."” C[g pon
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have sorted out the labour
problem after holding a meet-
ing with their leaders and we
.assured them of taking up the
matter with the government
later".

As a result, the dock work-
ere and merchant labourers
resumed their duties after 2
pm today, he added.

At least 53 vessels re-
mained stranded at Chittagong
 port jetties and outer-anchor-
age following non-operation of
the port due to continuous
non-cooperation movement
calied by the opposition par-
Besides, over two lakh met-
ric tons of cargo remained
stockpiled at the port sheds
due to suspension of delivery,
port sources said.

Meanwhile, further- relax-
ations in port operations in-
cluding delivery of goods to
and from Chittagong port are
expected shortly after another
round of meeting between the
port officials and the Opposi-
tion leaders, port sources said.

|

Awami League President Sheikh Hasina addressing a public meeting from Janatar Mancha
in front of the Jatiya Press Club on “Tuesda
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Immunisation days
now Apr 16 & May 16

By St.aff Correspondent

The National Immunisation

lor April 4 ang§May 7. have
been reschedu®d for April 16
and May 16.

The new dates were an-
nounced gt a press conference
jointly organised by the World
Health Organisation (WHO) and
the UNICEF at Hotel Sheraton
in the city yesterday.

Nearly 20 million children,
aged 0-5, are expected to be
vaccinated against polio on a
single day at 120 thousand
centres across the country on
the NIDs, as supplement to the
routine immunisation coverage
to eradicate poliomyelitis.

. Two doses of oral polio vac-
cine (OPV) will be adminis:

20 injured as BNP,
Opposition clash
in Jhalakathi

JHALAKATHI.

Days (NIDs) 1?& scheduled *

Mar
Twenty people including three
‘local leaders and police offi-
cials were injured in a clash

between pro-government and
opposition activists in the
town yesterday. reports UNB.
Both the groups hurled
bombs and chased each other
with lethal weapons during the
clash that erupted at Kamar-
potti at 11 am following hold-
ing of meetings of the BNP and
combined opposition parties at
the same venue scheduled to
be held today. |
. Police lobbed tear gas shells
and resorted to lathicharge to
dispgrse the unruly people.
The injured opposition
leaders and workers — district
Awami League Organising Sec-
retary Alamgir Hossain Dulal,

i

- Chhatra League Organisin

Secretary Rifat Hasan Rubel.
Chhatra Shamaj . President
Soyebur, Morshed Sohail,
Sayedur Rahman Tuhin. Imran_
Razzak Hossain, Motu Sheikh,
‘Masud Parvez and Fitoz Khan
Tuku —were admitted to Sadar
Hospital, Among
-Sayedur Rahman Tuhin was
shifted to Barisal.

OC Forkan Sikder, Second
Officer Obaidul Haque and two

constables Mohammad Shahja- -

han and Asaduzzaman were

, also hurt during the clash.
Meanwhile, District Magis-

-trate banned the scheduled

| meetings at the district sta-

dium today. Tension was pre-
vailing in the town area.

" representative of the WHO,

them,
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{ to the President for forming a
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tered to each child. irrespec-
tive of their present vaccina-
lion status, one month apart
on the NIDs. :

In a joint statement, the
WHO and UNICEF representa- |}
tives called upon all to coop-
er~te to make the NIDs a suc-
cess by ensuring the free
movement of transport and
pn:;f)er distribution of vaccines
and other supplies

The budget for this year's
NID programme is 7.1 m#lion
dollars, the most of which is
being provided by the Gov-
ernment of Japan. The rest
willF be contributed by Rotary
International, the Government
of Bangladesh, CDC-Atlanta
(USA), UNICEF, WHO, USAID
and Swedish SIDA. the Cana-
dian SIDA will supply the Vi-
tamin A. '

The press conference was |
addressed by Dr Hardjotanojog,

Rolf C Carriere, representative |
of the UNICEF, and by repre-
sentatives of other donor
agencies.

PM: My word
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passed the 13th constitutional
amendment bill early Tuesday.
‘I have kept my word."

She said arl environment
has been created through the
February 15 polls by passm%nl'
the caretaker government bill
to hold free and fair elections.

She added that the outlines

iven by the opposition parties
ad been accommodated in
the caretaker government bill
which was passed "considering
the socio-economic and politi-
cal situation and to facilitate
fully contested polls." :
he Prime Minister said
the sixth Parliament has done
a historic duty "to salvage the
nation from a special situation”
resulting from a prolonged
movement by the Opposition
for a earetaker government to
hold future general elections.

Begum Zia called upon all
opposition parties, profes-
sional groups and the common
E:n le to work unitedly for

uilding up a happy and pros-
perous country for the future
generations.

"Let us sink our differences
and stop politics of destruc-
tion,” Begum Zija said. "Let's
not jeopardise the livelihood of .
the general masses. Both the
government and the Oppo-
sition have the responsibility
to make the way for estab-
lishing just rights of the
people.”

She also paid rich tribute to
the martyrs who laid down
their lives fdr the country's
Independence and urged all
concerned to discharge their
duties for ensuring peace, dis-
cipline and development of the
country. : '

35 secys
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Prior to their meeting with
the President that lasted
nearly three hours, the secre-
taries had a meeting of their
own at .the Secretariat to re-
view the prevailing situation in
the country, according to a

ress release issued by the
abinet Secretary.

The meeting unanimously
adopted six proposals and de-
cided to bring it to the notice
ol the President immediately.

A ‘member of the delegation
which met the President told
The Daily Star that the Presi-
dent gave them a patient hear-
ing and assured them of using
his good offices in removing
their grievances at the earliest,

Ataul Haq, Secretary,
Statistics Division, said: "We
talked about our security, cur-
rent economic stalemate, de-
terioration of ‘law and order,
administrative dislocation be-
sides the formation of a neutral
caretaker government."”

Of the total of 53 secre-
taries of Bangladesh govern-
ment, 35 went with the dele-
gation that called on the Pres-

ident -at 1:40 pm at t!
Bangabhabar.

UNB adds: Foreign Ministry
officials endorsed unanimnously
the memorandum of the gov-
ermment secretaries submitted

caretaker
with.

The BCS (Foreign Affairs)
Assoclation gave the support
in a special meeting held yes-
terday, said a ss release of
the association, signed by its
General Secretary and Director
(FSO) M Humayun Kabir.

It was presided uv:rca
Foreign Secretary Far
Sobhan. |

government forth-

Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia yesterday saw off
the first batch of Haj) ms
at the Zia Internation
and called upon them to seek
the blessings of the Almighty
Allah in Arafat Maidan for the
eace and grn- erity of
adesh an are of the

pﬂ:v_Fmﬁll':. reports BSS.

e Prime Minister talked
to the batch of 301 Hajj pil-
grims at the airport and

wished them that they per-’

form well their religious tasks
in Arafat Maidan Madina Al
Monwara and return home
safely after the holy Hajj.

e Prime Minister alon
with the Hajj pilgrims® offer

at.

State Minister for Rel

Affairs and Social Welfare Fa- -

zlur Rahman and State Minis-
ter for Civil Awiation and
Tourism MA Mannan were also

present at the n.lrporl
PM's holding
of office
challenged

A writ petition was filed
with the High Court Division
yesterday challenging the le-

lity and authority of Begum

haleda Zia to hold and con-
tinue in the office of the Prime
Minister of Bangladesh, re-
ports UNB.

The petitioner also wants
the court to declare that the
seal Begum Zia holds as a
member of parliament from
Constituency No. 266 Feni-1
slands vacated under Article
71 of the Constitution.

The petition could not be
moved yesterday as the court
was not functioning.

It will be moved as
soon as the High Court Division
resumes (ts function. said
Barrister Moudud Ahmed, one
ol the lawyers who will be rep-
resenting the petitioner.

Petitioner Fakhrul Islam
Manik, i{s a voter of Fulgazi
thana from where the Prime
Minister was elected Iin the
‘controversial’ February 15

polls and has retained the seat

as member of parliament,

Amir gets life

term for
killing Rabin

TEL AVIV, Mar 27: A court
sentenced Yigal Amir to life
imprisonment today after find-
ing him guilty of mur Is-
raeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin, reports Reuter.

"He is not worthy of mercy
h;;cl?un: he lost all semblance
oif humanity.” presiding ju
Edmond Levy said, pdiuci!ﬁeg
sentence.

"The state of lsrael is a
monstrosity.” Amir shouted as

police hustled him out of the
courtroom.

The séntence included a
Six-year term, to run consecu-

tively, for vated assault in
wounding bin's bodyguard
during the November 4 shoot-

ing at a Tel Aviv peace rally.
Amir will have 45 days to

appeal to Israel's Supreme
Court. Levy said.
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia exchanging views with
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disabled freedom fighters at Bangabhaban on March 26.

Independence Day

From Page 1
organisations chalked out elab-
orate programmes to celebrate
the silver jubilee of the inde-
pendence.

National flag was hoisted

atop all fo'ctrnment and -
vate buildings while some pﬂ-
ernment bulldings were (llu-
minated with colourful lights.
The city's main streets were
decorated with miniature na-
tional flags.

Band parties of army. navy,
alr force, BDR, police and
ansar-VDP played bands at se-
lected points in the capital.

School and college stu;
dents organised colourful ral-
lies and sport events while dif-
ferent organisations organised

screening of films on liberation °

war, art exhibition, assembly of

children and women. discus:
sion meetings and cultural
ammes.

ial prayers were . of-
fer in mosques. temples,
churches and pagodas seeking
divine blessings for the peace,
prosperity and continued suc-
cess of the nation.

The national dailies pub-
lished special supplements
while radio Bangladesh and
Bangladesh television put up
special programmes on the

Inmates of hospitals, jails,
orphanages, children and va-
grant centres were served
with improved diets.

The Awami League's pro-

amme on the day included
oisting of national flag and

| party flag at Bangabandhu Bha-

- slon
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ban and all party offices, plac-
ing wreaths at the it of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
the Central Shaheed Minar.

The BNP brought out a
truck procession led by Works
Minister Mirza Abbas.

Jatiya Party held a public
meeting and a cultural function
al the South Gate of Baitul

Mukarram mosque in the
afternoon.
Sammilita ritik Jote

held a discussion and cultural
function at the Central Sha-
heed Minar In the evening as
part of its three-day pro-
gramme,

National Museum organised
a cultural programme in the
evening.

JSD. CPB. Workers Party,
Sramik Krishak Samafbadi Dal,

BSD. BCL, JCD, Gafiotantrik
Chhatra Oikya, Dhaka Jubo
Foundation, Nazrul Academy,
Bangla Ac . National Mu-
seum, Janota Dal, Zia Forum,
Krishak Sramik Mukti An-
dolon, Schedule Cast Federa-

tion and other organisations |

held rallies, procession and.
other programmes in celebra-
o Chittae Alh
In Chittagong, Mayor a
ABM Mahiuddin Chuwdhur:f'
brought out a colourful proces-

The Chittagong Press Club
accorded a reception' to the
freedom fighters journalists.

They Mayor handed over the -

awards to twelve journalists.
The navy shi were
opened for the ug.lh ¢ from 2

pm to 5 pm on day.
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Austami Snan in the old Brahmaputra at Langolbandh in

Narayanganj yesterday.
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that the President would ap-
point a non-MP to be the Chief
Adviser with the status and
privileges of the Prime Minis-
ter, the bill would be required

to be put to referendum, they
gamc legal who

said.
attended the Sel Commit-

tee meeting also expressed the

same view.

Only Khandaker Mah-
bubuddin of the Select Com-
mittee argued that the refer-
endum could be avoided in-
sertion of a new Article in the
Constitution declaring that
certain provisions would re-
main ineffective during the
tenure of the non-party care-
taker ment. '
The original Select Com-
mittee report submitted before
the House contained the views

of the majority members of the

Commitiee.
But Mahbubuddin his
Blr'inpnualu approved the
me Minister at a marathon

meeting of the BNP high
command.

When the House took up
the bill, it appeared that the

‘Marathon parley

Select Committee failed to
scrutinise the minor but im-
mlant technical aspects of”

constitutional amendment
bill. Then the entire House en-

itself for more than two
ours to scrutinise the techni-
cal aspects of the bill.

The Speaker could only
take up the bill for considera-
tion at 3:00 pm. In the pro-
cess, the House had to undo
the part of the original Select
Committee report seeking ref-
erendum by a voice vote. A
fresh amendment proposal
seeking inoperativeness of the
constitutional provision re-

rding referendum also came

irectly frommn the House.

The independent MPs who
moved various amendments to
the bill were not allowed to ar-
gue in favour of their respec-
tive views.

As per the Rules of Proce-
dure, the bill was adopled in
the House by division votes
twice. It was at 6:00 am Tues-
day when the Speaker an-
nounced that the bill seeking
elections under a non-party
government was passed

Astomy snan

4 retired

held

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Mar 27:
The traditional "Astomy snan,”
the holy bath of the Hindu
community, ended at Langal-

bandh on the bank of the old .

Brahmaputra river under

Bandar Thana tonight.

About 1.5 lakh Hindu devo-
lees from across the cou as
well as from India and al
took in the'ba which
is believed to cure all ds of
maladies. _

Devotees 'believe that
Hindus have been taking this

holy bath at this place for
thousands of years.

The auspicious time for
bathi b:nﬁzg at 7 pm yester-
day & at 8 pm today.

Some thirteen ghats were
set up along one kilometer
stretch of the river.

The district administration
took adequate steps to ensuare
the safety and security of the
devotees and set up medical
centres. About 80 private or-
ganizations, including the Red
Crescent Society, Ram Krishna
Mission. ‘Lions and Rotary
clubs provided volunteers for
the peacelul hathin%

" As part of the bathing. a
two-day folk fair was organised .
at the site. :

Devotees and "Shadus” were
also seen singing devotional

¥
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Commissioner on a writ

£ 3
L L] L
Writ against Indian CEC
NEW DELHI. Mar 27: Aurangabad bench of
High Court today issued a notice to the Indian ¢

the Bombay
hiel Election

petition seekinig changes in the dates
of the forthcoming Lok Sabha
The notice is returnable on Apri

olis. said an agency report.
Iwo, reporis BSS.

quoted.

"The very idea of dissolving

the JS within a couple of days
after its canstitution. the pas-
sage of the caretaker govern-
ment bill which the ruling
party was not even ready to
talk about evidently reflects
the success of the struggle of
the Opposition.” he said.

A Jamaat leader said that
his party would go for the elec-
tions provided the Opposi-
tion's demands were met.

"On setting up of a care-

taker government, all the po-
litical parties includi the
BNP might sit in a roundtable

conference on invitation from
the President to sort out other
formalities.” the Jamaat leader
suggested.

¢ briefing on behalf of
the- three major opposition
parties, which earlier used to
call u the people to inten-
sify the agitation made a de-
parture yesterday and called
for more restraint and disci-
pline.

Justice Rahman

From Page 1

of the bill which | will have to
study thuruughl‘y, Besides, |

will advise myself before taking
a decision.”

According to the newly

assed caretaker government

I, the President would ap-
proach first the last retired
chief ]umhkln head the non-
party caretaker government as
'chle?, adviser, ;

Justice Habibur Rahman re-
tired on May 1, 1995 as' the
seventh Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court.

Ban on rallies
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Secretariat are scheduled ta
stage a sit-in in front of the
VIP gate of the Secretariat to-

The sit-in amme was
earlier announ from a joint
rally of the officers and em-

ees held inside the Secre-

at on March 25. At that
rally, they had demanded of
the President announcement
of the formation of a caretaker
government by March 27.

A leaflet was circulated
yuterd:rl in the Secretariat
:&Eﬂl the empl s and

ers to- rt at the Secre-
tariat at 7:30 am and take po-
sition at the VIP gate. T

. mands that Be

position may sit

Mohammad Nasim. while
briefing the press after a joint
meeting of the parties, said
that immediate resignation of
the PM would pave the way for

ending the long-drawn politi-
cal crisis is the EGL-':IIU'{.

He urged the Empe not to
lake up laws in their hands or
to retaliate.

“The whole nation now de-
m Khaleda Zia
step down and arrangements
be made for holding national
elections under a neutral and
non-party caretaker govern-
ment,” he said.

Nasim. Organising Secre-
tary of the Awami L:ﬂfuc said
that any delay would worsen
the sufferings of the people
and block the way for snﬁmnn.

Injured police
" From Page 1

held at Razarbagh Police Lines
mosque after Asr prayers
Tuesday. The was sent to
‘his village home for burial.
Meanwhile, three other
persons injured in separate in-

cidents in the city and in
Narayanganj early this week,
have died at the Dhaka Medical

College hospital.

Awlad Hossain, 25. who re-
ceived fatal bullet in}uﬂﬂﬂ in
his belly during a clash be-
tween two local groups in Mir

Hazibagh, Demra, Monday
night died at the DMCH Tues-
day morning.

Two others identified as

Dulal, 28, and Babu, 18 who
also received bullet wounds
during the clash, were admit-
ted to the DMCH. . |

In another incident, one
Shaheen 15, who was seriously
infured in a clash between the

ouths of two localities at

arus Salam road in M
Sunday afternoon died at. the
DMCH Tuesday morning. med-
ical soyrces said.

In Narayanganj, one Belal
Hossain Khokon, 30, who was
shot by an unidentified Foup
at Missionpara after Juma
prayer last Friday succumbed
to fis injuries at the DMCH
yesterday noon. &

Relatives of Belal, report-
edly a BNP supporter, claimed
that he was injured when

from an Awami League
procession fired on him.

The bodies were taken to
the DMCH morgue for autopsy.

Caretaker bill passed
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The outgoing Prime Minis-
ter, Ministers and the State
Ministers will continue to hold
their offices till the caretaker
government is formed.
A retired Chief Justice, or a
of the te

Division of Supreme Court,

. or a competent citizen would

head the caretaker govern-
ment. In case, the rsons
concerned are not available or
unwilling to head the interim
government, the President
would take over as the head of
the caretaker administration.

The caretaker government
would comprise 10 “advisers
and a chief adviser.,” acco
to the Bill. The President wi
appoint the chief adviser first
and then other advisers-on the
advice ol the chief adviser. The
caretaker government will be
accountable to the President.

The caretaker government
will remain in power till a new
elected Prime Minister enters
the office.

During the interim period,

the chief adviser will exercise

the executive power of the
state in consultation with the
advisers. '

The status and privilege of
the chief adviser will be that of
the Prime Minister. Other
members of the advisory
council will enjoy the status of
ministers. -

While cooperating with the
EC in holding an impartial ]:»qﬂ
to elect members of Parlia-
ment, the caretaker govern-
ment would run the day-to-day
affairs of the state. But it would
not make any policy decision.

According to the provisions

" retired last to hea

" not availableé. the

" bilities of the

th

of the Bill the Presidént will
approach the chief justice who
the care-
taker government. If the last
Chief Justice declines to head
the interim government, the
President will invite the 2nd
last Chief Justice. If the 2nd
last Chief Justice is not avail-
able, the last retired j of
the Appellate Division on the
Supreme Ceourt will be ap-
proached. If the last retired

judge of the Appellate Division
is not available, the 2nd last
retired judge of the Appellate

Division will be appointed as
the chief of the advisory coun-
cil. . ' .
In-case the said judges are
President
will appoint, on the basis of
discussions with the major po-
litical parties, a citizen of the
country as the chief adviser.
~ HIf none of the persons con-
cesned is available or willing to
head the caretaker govern-

. ment, the Président will, in

addition to his constitutio
defined duties of the head of
state, discharge the responsi-
ead of the in-
terim government. In that
case, the President would re-
quire vaths of affirmation and
secrecy from the sitting Chief

Justice.

The chief adviser and ‘the
advisers will neither be mem-
bers of any political party. nor

will have any affiliation” -
with any party. They will have
to be qualified for being a
member of Parliament but will

not contest the general elec-
tions. The age of the advisers
must be within 72

The advisers will enjoy the

right to resign. addressed to
the President.
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