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KISHOREGANJ. Mar 23:
Two passenger trains bound
for Mymensingh from Dhaka
faced obstructions and could
not reach their destination as
opposition activists put barri-
cades at two stations in the
district today, rts UNB.

Withesses sa,n;c{InDHM 201 uE
local train came under attac
at Kuliarchar station at about
11, am. It was stranded at the
station for eight hours and was
forced back to Dhaka.

A I'Ihl!l i s ..ad Khan

ss also came under at-
t by the activists at Bhairab
and finally retumed to Dhaka.

E and some €S
of the trains were dam-
aged by stones thrown by ac-
tivists. '

In another incident, mili-
tants attacked the station mas-
ter's office at Sararchar at
about 12 noon. The station
master was assaulted by them.'

Office of the assistant sta-
tion master at Kis j also
came under attack in the
evening.

Witnesses said an Aac-
tivists tried to set ablaze the
digital telephone exchange of

the station. But their leaders
reﬁuneﬁ them from doing it.
*  Another from Pabna
adds: Train links between
hahi and Dhaka and be-
tween Rajshahi and Goalanda
via Pabna have been snapped
due to the ongoing noncooper-
ation movement. . ,
Road communications in
the 16 northern districts also
have been disrupted as motor
vehicles remained garaged.

causing much suffering to the

Ttm and consumers as.

_ Fuz?te from Pabna are go-

ing to the divisional hcnﬂqugar—

ters of Rajshahi via Natore by

! rickshaw vans. '

Commuters also are mmrlﬁ
Rajshahi 1o Goalanda by

o van,

the only alternative m::na of

commumnications, as the inter-

city Padma and Jamuna ex-

m‘. trains are still inopera-

Meanwhile, 16 pilgrims in

four vans Jeft I‘atm;ﬂ F?I-!!IHF for
" Dhaka on way to Makkah for
performing haij.

Meanwhile, trait cornmu-
nication beétween Dhaka and
Chﬂtllqﬂl:;ﬁ became aimus*
norma ay after a virtua

*  standstill lor two weeks due to
the Opposition's non-coopera~
tion programme.

Army personnel, deployed
to ensure safe pa by road
and rail between Dhaka and
Chittagong, guarded differen
stations and points on the r
route on the 15th day of the
anti- ment programme.

were

r=passengers in the trains,

sources in Kamalapur statfon
said.

Railwa
trains left

sources said’ 13
mala station in

good number of |

e ag———

Two trains forced
back to Dhaka

.gorl city of Chitta
Yy

.problem and the

Abut 80 thousand

B TR . T s e —— .

uled to leave in the night. Total
number of trains scheduled to
leave Dhaka were 23 during
the day.

Of the departing trains, in-
ter city Mahanagar Provati left
in the morning and Mahanagar
Purabi in the afternoon for the
ng while

lhet-bound Parabat left at
8:20 am.

As barricades are still there
in Sylhet station, Parabat was
scheduled to run up to
Shayestaganj station. Six local
and four mail trains left
Kamalapur till the evening
while two inter city and four
mail trains were scheduled to
leave later in the night.

Apart from two local and
three mail trains, the Dhaka- .
bound inter city Mahanagar

Urmee left Chittagong station

in the morning Mahanagar
Purabi in the afternoon.

Two goods trains — one
carrying 44 containers-and the
other with 66 wagons — also
left the port city-today.
) Witnesses said opposition
pickets numbering about 50-
60 stoned the Mahanagar
Urmee at Khanabari near
Bhairab, damaging one com-
partment and injuring its 20

Two of the injured — Parul,
30, of Jatrabari Jelepara and
Rashida Akhter, 40, of
Mollartek in Dhaka — were
said to be in critical condition.

Later, the same group of
pickets also stoned another
ﬁds train at about.- 1 pm at
the same place.

In western zone, only
Khulna-Poradah section oper-
ated today.

In fresh incidents, opposi-
tion activists uprooted two feet

of railway tracks between

sta-

Piarpur and Bidynngaté]
imilar

tions. near Jamalpur.
incident also lmﬂuplatc be-

tween Ishwar and Soh
stalions near _ . s

World Tuberculosis
Day today .

The World Tuberculosis Da
will be observed in Bangladeaz
today as elsewhere in the
world, reports BSS.

The topic of the day sthis
year is "major public Eralth
pulation
still at risk of this brutal dis-
easc.”

Tuberculosis, has long been
a leading cause of death in
poorer countries of the world,
ple die
every year due to tuberculosis
in Bangladesh. Every year 1.5
lakh cases of TB is being de-
tected here. |

TB is caused by inhalation of

bacteria floating in the air. It is

a slow killer disease dnd af-
fects' mostly the young adults
in our community.

while s others wire scned.  Bomb blasts at

Violence 1n city

From Page |
wereé received Trom some
other areas in the city includ-

ing Kadamtala, Bm.ﬂm.

Mahakhali and Jatraba
was however, injured, wit-
', Nnesses sald.
BRTC's double-decker buses

and a number of privately
owned mini-buses were seen
plying on various city roads
under escort by security per-
sonnel.

Long distance buses did not

A number of autorickshaws
plied en the reoads from the
mornifig. The opposition had
earlier; announced that tho

¥

would be allowed to ply from 3
pm to & am everyday.

«In some shopping centres,
some shops opened in the

morning.

Security personnel were
seen patrolli g different areas
of the city.

|
Nor'wester
From Page |

ing at his IRRI paddy farm at 4

District Agriculture Exten-
.slon Department sources said
stand crops were severely
affected by the nor'wester
coupled with hailstorm in
Kanaipur, Kaizuri. North Chan-
nel and eer Char unions in
Sadar thana and Gothi union in
N thana.

Faridpur is the major onion-
seed growing areas in the
country. and the damage may
create adverse impact on the
onion-seerl market, they said

Temporary Hajj
camp at Uttara

A temporary Haji Camp has
been set up at Uttara Sector-8
for accommodating the Hajj
pilgrims who will perform Hajj
this year under government
arrangement, reporis [/NB

The pilgrims started to ar-
rive in the capital yesterday.
The first Hajj flight is sched-
Erl:;-d to leave Dhaka on March
Hajj officials are working
there round the clock, said an
offictal handout yesterday

2 killed in Ctg

From Page ]

the 15th day of the Opposition

ralled non-rooperation pro
grarnime

Autarickshaws said lempos
plied after b opm ohiring ex
emiphinn perirel Hesires. some
A orckshaws and lempos
W re  weer pIy1nig o Irorr morry
ing A few P ST Yo e tnivv ks
alan rlierd herre

Ariny patrol at important
places of rity continued today
Alsr )

Elephant Road

By Staff Correspondent

At least three bombs were

hurled at the Bata al cross-
ing at Elephant Road in the

city last night.

Witnesses said, the army
personnel posted at the
crossing told the shopk rs

in the area to go on with their
business and not to be pan-
icked.

Army patrol teams were
seen moving around the area
till late last night.

* But, all shops, excepting a
few roadside stalls, were found

closed by 11 pm.

AL leader
Rafiquddin
Bhuiyan dead

MYMENSINGH. Mar 23:
Veteran Awami League leader
Rafiguddin Bhuiyan died at the
Mymensingh Medical Coll
Hospital at 8:30 pm today. He
was 66, reports UNB.

A leading organiser of 1952
Langurage Movement, Libera-
tion War of 1971 and Awami
League Presidium member
Bhuiyan was suffering from old
age complications.

He left behind two daugh-
ters, three sons, a host of
relatives, admirers and party
colleagues to mourn his death.

Late Bhuiyan, a former Par-
liament Member and ex-Dis-
trict Governor, was a founding
member of the Awami League.

He played an important role

in the uage Movement and
suffered imprisonment.
Bhuiyan was elected Chair-
man of the Mymensingh Dis-
trict Board in 1956 when he
was only 25 He led the dis-
trict AL as President and Gen-
eral Secretary for a long time.
Late Bhuivan also played an
important role during the his-
torical 6-point movement
1966 and participated in Lib-
eration War under Sector 11

He was elected a Member of

Parliament in 1973 and Dis-
trict Governor in 1975.

Civic amenities

From Page |

Star team at 9 pm, few thou
sand people were seen sitting
on mats stretched over
road in front of the Jatiya
Press Club. Hanif was flanked
by some other AL leaders in
cluding Abdur Razzak and Be
gum Matiya Chowdhury

The organisers said
WEre arrangements

there
of dry

lood. donated by sympathisers

for people participating in the
sit-in

Huge contingents of police
and BDR were seen on guard
around the Secretariat Barbed
wire fences. riot vans and po
lices carrying water cannon
were also seen there

e —— e — S — e "

n

the |
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A partial view of the human chain in the city organised by the ADAB and some grassroots people’s organisations in the
country yesterday demanding cancellation of the February 15 polls and fresh elections under a neutral caretaker govern-

ment.

Bid to win general .elqctions |

Indian political parties

~ looking for allies

NEW DELHI, Mar 23: With a

hung parliament in the offing,
Indian political parties have
begun looking for allies in
their bids to win the first gen-
eral elections in five years, re-
ports AFP.

Leaders of national and re-

‘ ﬁlunal parties are exrlnring al-

ances which would involve
Joint campaigning or other ar-
rangements in a bid to win the

maximum number of seats in
the 545-seat Lok Sabha. the
lower house of parliament.
"Since no party can swee
the polls this time. there wi
be very tough contests in al-
most every single con-
stituency.” said Ramvilas Pas-

.wan, a leader of the centrisi

Janata Dal (people’s party).

"Each party will look for the
best winning combination to
try to form a government.” he
said in an interview, adding
that his own party was hoping
o rope in "friendly parties” ta
prevent splitting votes.

Both the ruling Congress (I)
Party and the main opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
have given up their earlier
hawkishness over going it
alone In the staggered April-
May hustings.

Right now our state units
are talking to friends to decide
with whom we should join
hands.” said BJP spokeswoman

Sushma Swaraj. "Once the
homework is over., the
(party's) central election

committee will take a final de-

cision.”
Analysts expect no party to

get more than 200 seats. re-

sultin% in a minority govern-
ment in India for the third
time since 1989,

The general elections will
be held on April 27, May 2.
May 7 and May 21. The coun-
try-wide balloting would be ef-
fectively over by May 7. Only
three seats in the strife-torn

Indian polls may
be shifted for
Eid-ul-Azha

NEW DELHI, Mar 293:

considering sliifting the first
phase of Lok Sabhp pells,
scheduled to be held on April
27, as it clashed with the Mus-
lim festival of Eid-ul-Azha, re-
ports BSS.

The Muslim
several political

leaders and

dian Prime Minister

Narasimha Rao and Chief
Election Commssioner TN Se-

shan to consider the matter.
media reports said today.

The
election commissio n 's aclively

parties have
made representations to In- .

Igi?shnﬂr valley will vote on May

Co spokesman Vithal
Gadgil. a confident of Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao,
said a new government would
take office after May 15, most
probably before the final round
of voting in Kashmir.

"The new_ government can

be formed any day after May
15." he said. eleetion re-
sults are expected to be known
by May 10. -

India’s Hrst coalition gov-
ernment look office in 1989
but collapsed within a year.

. necessitating fresh elections in

1991, when Rao became Prime
Minister as the _head of a mi-
nority Cnncress government.,

Ran. 74, qnaraged to woo
scveral bpposition MPs. to give
his party a majority within two
vear s. Cougress sources adniit-
ted th.t a clear majority may
clude thergonintry's oldest po-
litical party* this time too.

“There is not doubt there
will be a hung parliament.”
said GVLN Rao, an election an-
alyst. "What is in doubt is who
will come first, whe will be
second, and so on.”

The Congress now rules
only six of 14 major Indian
states. The rest are controlled
by a splintered opposition
which does not see eye-to-eye
on several issues.

Attack on JMB
engineer

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 23: Some
local people attacked a vehicle
of the contractor of the west
approach road of the Jamuna
Bmﬁt. injuring an engineer al
Madhya Bhadraghat here today
reports LUNB.

Police said a

ple halted t{

S Song. Chief Engineer
(St ) of Samwhan Corpora-
tion, the Korean contractor of
Nalka-Saydabad approach road,
demanding one more culvert
in their area.

While San was arguing that
only two culverts have been
sanctioned for the area, the lo-
cal people pelted brickbats
and stones at his vehicle injur-
ing him in the right eye.

Police rushed the spot and
sent the Korean national to
Sirajganj General Hospital for
treatment.

A case has been filed with
Sirajgan| police.

roup of local
e vehicle of

‘Cancel 15 polls,

form caretaker
govt: Jamaat

Jamaat-e-Islami leader Mau-
lana Matiur Rahman Nizami
yesterday urged t he
government! to accept the 4
point demand of the opposi-
tion to bring about a prompt
solution of the current crisis
and save the country from fur-
ther chaos and destruction,
reports UNB.

At a rally at the northern
gate of Baitul Mukarram
mosque in the afternoon
Nizami reiterated the demands
calling for imediate cancella-
tion of the February 15 elec-
tion, resignation of the gov-
ernment, formation of a care-
taker government and [resh
polls in Mav.

He advised the ruling party
to accept the reality that the
people are united to realise
the demand of holding elec
(ton under a non-party care-
taker government

The Jamaal secretary gen
eral suggested r:ﬂtﬂhhahing a
caretaker government on the
basis of the advice of the
Supreme Court

About the deployment ol
army. the Jamaatl leader asked
the ruling partv to take lessons
from the past

"The downfall of the BNP

governmeni is imminent — the
deployment of the army is an
indication of this,™ he said
Nizami warned. °If Begum
Khaleda Zia does not act
promptly to accept the de
maneis of the opposition. she

| will have to face the fate of Er

shad and Ayubh Khan

He said the government had
totally failed to restore nor
malcy in the country even after
four-days of the deployment of

the armv

|

From Page 1

The proposals were made at
an emergency meeting of the
BNFP parliamentary party held
with the Prime Minister and
party chief Begum Khaleda Zia
in the chair yesterday evening.
meeting sources said.

According to the sources,
Alzal H Khan proposed that no
retired judge should head the
carctaker government, He ar
gued that the party should
prefer Institutions to individn
als for heading the advisory
council. Former minister Naz

mul Huda is Jlearnt to have
supported his view
han also sald that the

chiels of the services. BDR and
police should be included in
the interim government to
make the administration an ef-

lective one the meeting
sources sald. When contacted
Khan however. refused to

finake any comment

Former minister M K Anwar
opposed the idea of ‘including
the chiefs of the services, the
sources said.

Barrister Ziaur Raliman
floated the idea of including
the immediate past chiefs of
the professional and trade
bodies '

The members addressing
the meeting opposed the idea
of allowing an eminent indi-
vidual on the ground that it
would lead to controversies.

40 Taliban rebels
killed in
Afghanistan

KABUL,
ment fets
sirongholds

Mar 23 Govern-
bombed rehel
south of the

Afghan capital, kilhing 40 gue-

rillas, a governmenlt spokes-

man said today, reports-AP.

The air raids late Friday
were launched to drive Taliban
rebels from their positions in
Charasyab and the Rishkor
Hills along the southern out-
skirts of Kabul

The pur of the bomb
ing was (o desolate an unusu
ally large gathering of the Tal
ihan.” said Defence Ministry
spokesman Amrillah. who like
many Afghans has only one
name

The death toll in Friday's
Fmrrrnmﬂn alr raids could not
e Independently confirmed.
Both sides in the past have
been guilty of exaggerating Lhe
amount of damage inflicted on
one anolther durtng battle.

For several days, Taliban
rebels and lorces loyal to Pres
ident Burhanuddin Rabbani ex-
changed heavy rocket and
mortar fire near the Rishkor
Hills overlooking Kabul's sou-
therm suburbs,

The Taliban, many of whom
are former religious students,
hope to Impose strict Islamic
rule throughout Afghanistan

jor changes

Most of the speakers, how
ever, su ted that the bill.
along with the suggestions,
shouild be sent to a parlamen-
tary select commitiee for
scrutiny,

Others who spoke on the
occasion includ Law Minis-
ter Jamiruddin Sircar. Mor-
shed Khan, Ebadur Rahman
and Khandaker Mahbubuddin.

Husband, wife
electrocuted
in Barisal

BARISAL. Mar 23: An offictal
of the agriculture extension
department and his wife were
flectrocuted at their residence
in Gnﬁmadi thana of the dis-
trict this morni lice said,
reports BSS WP .

The victims are: ABM Del-
war Hossain. 38, a block su-
pervisor of Agriculture Exten-
sion Department, and his wife
Jharma Akhtar. 25,

According te the sources,
their TV antenna fell! on the
11.007 volt main electric ine
running over the roof of theys
residence on Friday night.
Delwar Hossaln was electro
cuted as he tred 1o disconnect
Lthe antenna cable from the
television set. His wile tried to
save her husband, it as Soon

as she touched him, she was
also electrocuted,

31 killed 1n
Indonesian
bus accident

JAKARTA, Mar 23: Thirty-
one people were killed when a
speeding bus slammed into a
car today al the outskirts’ of
Jakarta and burst into flames.
police and eyewitness said, re-
ports AP. :

« The bus carrying 45 people
was heading from Jakarta to
the West " Java capital of
Bandung when jt swerved to
avold a parked car, ramming
intoc a jeep. said Manan, an
eyvewiiness, '

Bandung s about 180 kilo-
meters south of Jakarta.

Shibir activists
From Page 1

in the residents of Shamsuz-
zgaman Shams, District Con-
venor of Chhatra League (Pro-
JSD-Inu) at Ambarkhana,

The JCD group also al-
legedly blasted a number of
erackers in the official resi-
dence of Superintendent, Syl-
het District Jal this atternoon,
The guard was also beaten up,
the jall super sald. The JC
group was pre divistion for
some of their fellows in the

j,illtl

g

worst victims of the
| cridis and cautioned that if the

might e
civil strife.

— Star photo

Human chain
demanding

cancellation of

Feb 15 polls

By Staff Carrespondent

The Association of Devel-
opment Agencies in
Bangladesh (ADAB} and Tri-
namool Janasangathan, a plat-
form of grassroots organisa-
tions. yesterday staged a coun-
trvwide human chain pro-
gramme demanding cancella-
tion of the February 15 polls
and holding of fresh elections
within 90 days.

Men and women belonging
to different privaté voluntary
development organisations as
well as various professional
groups started forming the
human chain in Dhaka at about
11 am, with noticeable breaks
at nmnﬁplatts.

In the capital, part of the
chain was formed at Amin
Bazar, Mirpur, Asad Gate,
Science Laboratory. New Mar-
ket. Azimpur and at the cen-

tral Shaheed Minar.

Thousands of people partic-

ipated in the human chain

programme in greater Bogra,
Manikganj, Faridpur, Rajshahi
and elsewhere in the country,
ADAB leaders said.

They alleged that the law
enforcing agencies at many
places in Dhaka obstructed the
development workers in form-
ing the human chain.

Al some places, several

crackers were hurled on the

participants, the leaders

claimed.

Speaking at a brief gather-
ing in front of the Central Sha-
heed Minar, ADAB Chairperson
Dr. Qazi Faruq Ahmed said that
the development workers have

been forced to take to the
streets because of the present
political crisis

that shows no
sign of letting up.

He said that the poor, both
rural and urban. were the
political

hmpasse continues the country
rience famine and a

Dr. Ahmed. wha also heads
the Proshika Manobik Unnayan
Kendro, suggested that an

early election under a care-

taker government with wide

participation of political par-

ties and voters was the ‘only
way oul.

30 hurt as JCD
factions
clash in Pabna

PABNA. Mar 23: At least 30

ople were injured in a gun-

ight between two factions of
ruling BNFP's student

wing,
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal LI(:IJ?‘

in the town's Anantapara
tonight, reports UNB.

Six of the infured — namely,
Feroz, Jewel, Billal, Hira, Am-
jad and Rajab — were admitted
to Pabna Sadar Hospital with
bullet woirmnds.

Police and witnesses said
two factions of the JCD went
on fighting at about 9 when
a supporter of Kalu group was
chased by rival Swapan group
of the area.

| Chitt

NEW DELHI. Mar
today said India will

ollar commercial

India won't slow down
programme: Rao

23. Prime, Minister PV Narasimha Ra
not slow down its ambitious s rr:
amme, which aims tt?l carlw.re a niche in the muiti-hill?un-
satellte launch tor. '
. gramme will never be allowed to Iana“ kil ot

ro-
ish as it is our show-

plece,” Rao told Indian space scientists visiting the premier

after Thursday's flawless launch of the
ful satellite rocket, reports AFP,

country's most power-

]

LTTE ambushes army
patrol, kills 40 troops

COLOMBO. Mar 23: Heavy
fighting raged in eastern Sri
Lanka today as Tamil Tiger
guerillas wiped out an entire
army patrol, killing 40 troop-
ers and a civilian bus passen-
ger, official sources here said,
reports AFFP. |

* Gunmen of the separatist
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE) ambushed the se-
curity forces at Sittandy in the
district of Batticaloa triggering
fierce handsto-hand fighting,
the sources said.

"A civilian bus drove
straight into the fire fight and
a Muslim passenger was killed
on the spot." a police source
here said adding that the bus
was taking pilgrims home after:
a religious ceremony. .

Initial reports said 28 sol-
diers were Killed and another
12 wounded but officials said it
was mow confirmed that all 40
trn?s in the platoon were
dead.

The army poured rein-
[orcements to the area and
deployed two MI-24 helicopter
nships to attack the Tamil
ger guerillas involved in the
attack but rebel casualties
were not immediately known,
the sources here said.

The attack marked a fur-

[

:ther escalation of violence in
on

the embattled eastern re
where 12 days ago the L
attacked an elite police com-
mande unit and killed 23
troopers. :
ve days ago, 18 soldiers
died in a mine attack in the
north of the country. Another
11 soldiers died in two attacks
ov-r last weekend.

The LTTE is leading a pro-

~ Port officials

From Page 1

Talking to this correspon-
dent. the acting chairman of
Chittagong FPort Authorities
Captain Zahiruddin Mahmud,
said he had been asked by the
Ministry of Shipping and Port
to hold a meeting with the op-

osition leaders including

ayor Mohiuddin Chowdhury
to break the stalemate in port
operations.

The acting chairman said
that in line with the Govern-
ment decision, he would hold

a meeting tomorrow with the
leaders ol the All-Party Action
Committee formed with Awami

League, Jatiya Party and Ja-
maat-e-Islami. port, and the

port users and customs offi- -

cials. :

The chairman and port
users today met the Mayor of
ng to discuss resump-
tion ol port operations, rt
and opposition sources said.

However, the BNP will not
be invited to tomorrow's
meeting. I

The BNF's participation in
the meeting was being op-
posed by opposition leaders
who expressed their. reluc-
tance to sit with the ruling
party for sorting out the crisis
in the Chittagong port.

Meanwhile, cargo handling
also remained suspended to-

day.
At least 53 cargo vessels

remain stranded both at the
port jetties and the outer an-
chorage. ;
Navy nnel are on duty
inside the portl for securily
reaAsons.
iIn another development,
foreign shipping companies
have threatened to divert their
vessels to other destinations
abandoning the Chittagong
port from next Monday. if the
siluation was not improve
within this time.
According to officials.
there was partial cargo han-
dling in a Inondf‘lln ship today
and trucks and wagons lefl the
t;nn carrying foodgrains and
tumen.

tracted campaign for an inde-
Fcndent homeland on the is-
and's northern and eastern
regions where the two million
Tamil minority is concen-

~trated. More than 50,000 peo-

ple have died in the fighting
since 1972,

Bomb attack on

tank lorry
in Khulna

- From Our Correspondent

KHULNA, Mar 23: A tank
lorry c ng furnace oil for
jute mills came under a bomb
attack here at about 3 pm to-

The driver, who was seri-

ously injured, fled after being

chased by some unidentifie

people.

Later,- another driver was

engage who took the tank lo
to its destination at the Plat-
inum Jubillee Jute Mills under
police escort.

After having failed to set the
tank lorry on fire, a p of
rowdy people created a reign
of terror at Khalishpur BIDC
road by exploding hundreds of
hand bombs and firing shots.

They set fire to some road-
side shanties. At one stage,

they hurled bombs and brick-.

bats at BDR jawans who were
called in to tackle the situa-
tion.

Indefinite sit-in

From Page 1
make the Secretariat “inope-
rative” from (oday by not
attending offices. :

‘If BNP activists attack you
with arms, | am ordering you
to snatch those weapons and
counter the attacks.”

Earlier, addressing the
mammoth gathering, Hasina
said the non-cooperation pro-

gramme will continue till ‘fall

of the "illegal government” the
legitimate demands of people.
"1 am ready to shed my
for the cause of peoples’
is.”
She also called for I‘:;-.u s’
participation in the sit-in.
The AL chief reiterated her
demands for cancelling the
February 15 polls, resignation
of the government and holding
of elections under a caretaker
overnment. "Stop the drama
side -the Jativa Sangsad. Quit
now and cancel the sixth par-
liament.” she said. v
"We raised the caretaker
government issue in the JS
and - tried for 10 months to
table a bill but were not al-
lowed ... ... Now, under peo-
Eles‘ pressure she (Begum Zia)
as been forced to accept it.
But, we don't want it to be
'anm:d' by vote thieves.” said

She also urged the mem-
bers of law enforcing agencies
and armed forces not to harass
people "just for the sake of
safeguarding thé power ol vote
thieves".

As the rally was in
E;?lgmsﬁ. people at Banga-

dhu Avenue area were seen
running in panic at around
3:30 pm. Sonmie processionists
marching towards the rally al-
leged that a procession from
Lalbagh area came under
armed attack near Fazlul Haq
Hall of Dhaka University.

The rally. was also ad-
dressed by AL general secre-
tary Zillur Rahman. Prof Mam-

" tAzuddin Ahmed, Profl Kabir

Chowdhury., Advocate Sham-
shul Haq Chowdhury, Sayed
Hasan Imam. Abdul A
Chowdhury, Igqbal Sobhan
Chowdhury, Ramendu Mazum-
der, Panna Kaiser besides
representatives ol various
professional groups.
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