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all to form Asian

‘onfederation of Asian Journal

Thr

Rarliainenf:

Unions (CAJU) has

urged the goverriments to form an Asian parliament to unite

the people of the

reports (rom New Delhi.

continent
prrwmlng arms race and accelerating growth rate,

for ending exploitation.
PTI

The five-day session of the confederation. held here and in

an initial from March 17, also su
committee
protect journalists' right to inform and the

continent-level
information,
people's right to know,

UK-SA sign

ted the setting up of a

to fight for “free ﬂuw of

defence accord: sou

Africa and Britain signed an agreement in Pretoria on Friday
providing for the exchange and joiht production of military
equipment and armaments, AFP reports from Pretoria,

The memorandum of understanding will enable South

Africa. to replace its obsoclete army,

navy and aircraft

equipment. South African Defence Minister Joe Modise said
at signing ceremony with British ngh Commissioner Anthony

Reeve.

Plane crash kills US astronaut:

The

pilot who commanded the last successful flight of the

space shuttle Challenger died when the small test plane he

was ﬂ?"ll’l g crashed, AP repo
Robert {}vermcrcr

plane when it went

on Friday afternoon.

10 die after eating

agers in southwest Senegal have died after eating

‘Ten wvill

meat of a cow which was butchered after

rts from Duluth.
was flying alone in the small-engi
near Duluth International Airport

ne

beef in Senegaﬂll:
ving birth to :

stillborn calf the national press reported Friday, AFP reports

from Ddkar. .

The owner of the beast butchered it when he saw that it

reports said.
suffering diarrhoea attacks.

UK, France, Italy sign

The Defence Ministers of Britain. France and Italy
agreements on Friday for the joint developm
te. to come into ﬂcrvlcf: in the early

series of
new friga

century. the French Dc{cnct Minist:y said.

Paris. .

was dying and g;-rc meat to the villagers the following day.
me of the people who ate it died after

the

accords'
signed a
ent of a
ears u!':*the next
P reports from

The 6,000 tonne vessels in the Horizon, Programme will be

heavily

armed with a sophisticated anti-aircraft missile

system and will be used for such duties as carrier escorts.

Britain® will -re
Italy six. Joint deve

8 die as wall co

wall in the historic dlstrict

-require a dozen of the ships,

nt and construction was
in July 1974, and the accords signed Fri

dmﬂged as an important stcp forward.

France four and
eed in
ay were

s in Lima: A

downtown Lima-came

e¢rumbling down on a lunch-hour crowd Friday, killing eight

and injunn%‘: ﬁﬂium said. AFP reports

from Lima.

ms were children who died as they were

being taken to a hospi

tal. police said.

e two-metre (8.25 fl._.'tl] wall fell on an outdoor
restaurant and destroyed 10 outdoor vender sites.

WW II bomb found in Munich:

Police evacuated around 8,000
Munich on Friday after the discovery
World War 11 bnmb Reuter re

Construction workers

afternoon in the Moosach area of the city.
the device five hours later. afu:r ‘the

experts defused

people from their homes in

of a 500 kg (1,000 Ib)
s from Munich.

und the bomb during

Bomb dis

the
posal

evacuation was complete and the area had been sealed off.

Poisoned turtle meat kills 24:

Poisoned' turtle meat has killed 24 peo

ple on the Indian

Ocean island of Pemba this week, Tanzanian newspapers said

on Friday, Reuter

More than 200
after eating the sea tu

reports from Dar es Salaam.
The latest victim was a 14-year-old
government clinic in Pemba's Chake Chake

who died at a
istrict.

le have been treated for poisoning
meat caught and eaten last Friday,

Al-Azhar to open branch in US:

gypt's leading Sunni

slim audthority,

the Al-Azhar

niversity, is to open its first branch in the United States.
thc institution’s director announced on Friday. AFP reports

from Cairo.

The decision was made by
Sheikh Gad al-Haq Ali al-Haq

the, former Imams of Al-Azhar,

. who died after a heart attack

last week in Cairo, director Ahmed Omar Hashem said.
The aim was to "respond to the wishes of the Muslims in
‘the United States.” he added, quoted by the daily Al-Ahram.

US soldier killed in Bosnia: 1 us

soldier was killed and another injured in a highway accident

in Bosnia, Pentagon ufﬂrial: said late Friday.

Washington.

reports from

The two troops were 'in a vehicle that collided with a 10-

tonne truck near the town of Grondje Babine at 9:30
time (2030 GMT Saturday)

Commander Joe March.

1 local

said Pentagon spokesman

Rebels resume talks in Mexico:

Rebels resumed
in Chiapas on Friday,
deadly
reports from Nicolas Ruiz.
Negotiators opened the da
Cases with a moment of

peace talks to end a two-year Indian uprisin
after briefly su p ¢

gun battle between peasant squatters and police. AP

ing them following a

's talks at San Cristobal de Las
ence, acknowledging

the three

asants and two officers killed in the battle at th: town of
colas Ruriz, southeast of the site of the peace talks.

US House votes to
l1ift ban on
assault-style arms

WASHINGTON, Mar 23: The
US House of Representatives
defied a veto threat from Pres-
ident Clinton and voted to lift
America’'s ban on assault-style
weapons. reports AP,

€ measure — approved b
a 239-173 - vote — wourld lift
the two-year-old ban on selling
fearsome weapons such as AK-
47s. Uzis and other semiauto-
matic firearms. Polls indicate
strong public support for the
ban. and in a last-minute ma-
noeuver to minimise political
fallout. Republican leaders on
Friday added provisions to Lhe
repeal bill mandaimg stiffer
prison terms for crimes com-
mitted with firearms.

Clinton's veto threat was

underscored by Vice President
Al Gore during the day. But a
veto probably won't be neces-
sary.

Sen Bob Daole. Clinton's
likely Republican opponent in
the November election. told
reporters Friday he doesn't
think the bill will get to a vete
this vear on the Senate floor -
which Dole controls as his
party's leader.

But the House vote served
as a political flash point. as
Democrats mounted a wither-
ing attack on Republicans and
their léader, Speaker Newt
Gingrich, for bringing the Na-
tional Rifle ‘Association’'s' top
legislative pribrity to a vote

Ex-rebels slam govt plan for polls

Strike paralyses Kashmir |

SRINAGAR. Mar 23 A ven-
eral strike paralysed Kashmir
today as Muslim leaders con-
dernned talks between a senior
indran government team and
former rebels on holding early
state elections. reports AFP.

Shops offices and busi-
rnesses were closed across the
Kashmir Valley and traffic
stayed olff the roads in re-
sl_nnﬁr to the protest called by
the People s League outfit, po
lice and witnesses said

Security was stepped up in

this 4 sumimer -capital

W kiere NOmen separatists
Vsl PAaristanid Liags on ronofs
Elertricaty *;.,Il-'i., ey le
fipniee Lhie visit of the three
rmernbyer relegran neEaried) by

" ;I":, ..-. . | ]." rj'.- :r. i

Minister P V Narasimha Rao

Witnesses said the activists
also shouted anti-Indian slo
FANS.

Jain. an official in the prime
minister's office. arrived here
late Friday and held talks with
state officials on the prospecis
of holding legislative polls in
the state under direct federal
rule since 1990

Earlier report says. two
Kashmiri Muslim separatist
leaders. who opened talks with
New [Delhi slammed the Indian
government on Friday for
planning te hold parliamentary
polls in the troubled state

Elections are [utile arnd
cannot h-l;_; reanlve the rom

L ASHITTIT =it

engagement’

TAIPEI. Mar 23: Taiwan's
ruling Nationalist Party clai-
med a victory {er President
Lee Teng-hui today in this is-
land's first direct presidential
election.

“We have won the election,"
Nationalist Party spokesman
Hansen Chien told Reuters.

The spokeswoman for the
opposition Democratic Pro-
gressive Party, Chen Wen-
chien, told journalists that the
party's candidate Peng Mig-
min has lost to Lee.

"The Lee ... lickel has won.
We have lost,” Chen said.
With 40 per cent of the vole

counted Lee had about 53.8

r cent of the vote and Peng.

ad about 21.7 per cent. Two
other independent candidates
who had advocated reconcilia-
tion with China were trailing.
China, which regards Tai-
wan as its own province, has
accused Lee of seeking inde-
dence. Eci{ing says it would

. attack this island rather than

see it become independent. *

Earlier the secretary-gen-
eral of Taiwan's rulin ﬁ:ﬁtiun-
alist Party said today t pres-
ident Lee Teng—hui will win
the island's first direct presi-
dential election with about 47
to 48 per cent of the vote,

"We will probably have no
problem in getting 47 to 48

r cent of the vote," National-
ist Party boss Hsu Shui-teh
told the news agency.

Poling booths in Taiwan's
first direct presidential elec:
tions today closed their doors
at 4 pm (0800 GMT), after
what appears to have been a

large turnout.

allot Cnuntlng now begins
and results are expected to
come out gfradua]hr until an of-
ficial eliminary result is
availabe at around 10.30 pm
(1430 GMT).

Earlier AP report says: Vot-
ing under China's brandished
fist, Taiwanese set about freely
electing a president for the
first time Saturday, crowning
the island's transformation
from dictatorship to democ-
racy. ,
President Lee Teng-hui, a
chitect of Taiwan's democrat
miracle, was leading in opinion
polls before a pre-election ban
took effect 10 days ago. But he
faced the daunting challenge of
dEquiI‘i%( a confrontation that
has shaken Asia and drawn US
warships to the region.

China. convinced that Lee is
courting independence for
Taiwan, has waged menacing
war games in an effort to scare
voters away from their 73-
year-old president.

But polls, analysts, and fi-
nancial markets were nearly
unanimous in predicting vic-

tory for Lee, who boasts of hav-

. ing created the first all-Chi-
nese democracy in history.

The big question was
whether he could win by a big
enough margin to claim a
strong mandate for the poli-
cies that have brought him into
collision with China.

Before, opinion
suspended, Lee ha

olls were
under 40

per cent of the vote — far

ahead of his three challengers.

International

Newly weds Wu Fu- (‘hlng {LJ End Chen Chun hslang
place their vote in Taiwan's first direct presidential elec-
tion Saturday. The couple who were married early on
election day said making the choice of the new president is
as important as that of choice a, spouse. — AFP/UNB photo

-Eussia, Belarus

to sign accord
on union Apr 2-

MOSCOW, Mar 23: Russia
and Belarus will sign an accord
on union. including a council
made up of both presjdents
and prime ministers, Belarus
President Alexander
Lukashenko said today, Inter-
fax ed, says AFP. ;

The accord will be signed
on April 2, he said. Of al
ex-Soviet republics, Belarus
has remained closesl to Russia.
since the Soviet Union du:-:-
solved in 1991,

The powers of the council
of resldtnts prime: ministers
anr;l parliamentary leaders. will
"be very wide." Lukashenko
was quoted as saying. without
giving details.

He said there would be a
common budget. but again gave
no details on what budget the
two neighbours would share.

There would also be an in-
ter-parliamentary Congress,
wilh equat representation
[rom both countries,

Lukashenko said.

Harry Wu slates
Clinton's China

policy as unclear

WASHINGTON, Mar 23:
Human rights activist Harry Wu
on Friday criticised President
Clinton's China policy as an
unclear, ptecemeal approach
that has falled to influence Bei-
Jing's behaviour and could lead
to a new Cold War. reports AP.

“The only thing clear about
US China policy is that it is not
good.” theé outspoken Chi
nese-American told an audi-
ence of scientists concerned
about human rtpfhlu.

"President Clinton calls his
policy strategic comprehensive
. Wu said. But it is
‘too  strung out on many fronts
80 no single issue dominales
the relationship. and the
piecemeal apgmarh has been
:ﬁﬁy for the Chinese to shrug
ofl.”

Gen Omar al-Beshir
wins presidential
polls in Sudan

KHARTOUM, Mar 23. Gen-
eral Omar al-Beshir won Su
dan s presidential election’ by
75 per cent of the vote to stay
in office. the Elections Com-
mission announced on Friday.
reports AFF.

Beshir won 4.181.784 oul
of 5625 280 votes. the com-
mission’'s Chairman Abdul
Moneim al-Zein al-Nahas told a
press conference. He said
8.110.650 voters were regis-
tered

The incumbent president's
nearest rival was ‘Abdul Majig
Kaaijab with 133 000 votes.

Beshir. who seized power in
a military coup in June 1989
fated spmie 40 rivals, most of
the unknowns. in the March 6-
17 polls A new parliament was
also elected.

The parliament will hold its
lirst session on April 1. after
the elections in which Islamic
fundamentalists strengthened
their grip power

Afghan jets bomb

i b 1
Taliban positions

ISLAMABAD, Mar 23: Alg-
han government jets bombed
rebel positions and the two
sides fought artillery duels
south of the capital Kabul on
Friday. the state Kabul radio
reported. says Reuter

The broadcast. monitored
in Islamabad. said planes car-
ried out three bombing raids
tr1 retahiation against rocketing
at the besieged city by the
rebel Taliban islamic militia
that killed at least one civilian
and wounded four others

"There was also exchange ol
heavy artillery lire between the
grwwernument and Taliban forces
in1-=south of Kabul,” 11 said

Ther= were no immediate
reporis ol « =suallies from the
1-..-_||.‘.”.-.Lj !‘ir“i rI'IHFF'l,..I | "1|1-:|.'.|

i i
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British actor Sir Anthony Hopkins (C) arrives with actresses Jane Seymour (l.) and Brook
Shields (R) at the 33rd Annual Publicists Guild of America Awards on Friday in Beverly
Hills, California. Hopkins is nominated for best actor for his lead role in the film “Nixon" at
the 68th Annual Academy Awards to be held March 25

— AFP/UNB photo

ISLAMABAD. Mar 23;. Amid
heightened tensions with
archenemy India, Pakistan put
its militaty might on parade
Saturday as President Far
Leghari vowed to defend ‘the
nation s borders against "evil
designs, reports AP,

Leghari said Pakistan did
not-want to enter into an arms
race with India, but was pre-
pared Lo meel any threat from
its South Asian rival.

"Pakistan is a peace-loving
country and does not believe in
adventurism against anyone,
but in the face of evil designs
from the enemy it has every
right to fortify its defenses.”
he said during a speech to
mark Pakistan Day

i

Fnlinwing thl: r:sldents
comments, F military
showed off its forces along

Jinnah Avenue, the capital
Islamabad's main thoroughfare.

Rows of T-85 tanks and
armored personnel carriers
rumbled past Leghari and
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
as they watched from a review-
ing platform.

olumns of quick-steppin

commandos, assault rifles an
shoulder-held missile launch-
ers inn hand, marched b
thousands of spectators an
dignitaries.

Pakistan's domestically bui-
it HATF-1 short-range ballistic
missile was also on display.

Overhead: formations of F-

Pakistan ready to meet any
threat from India: Leghari

16 fighter jets screamed past
with a deafcning roar.

"Despite facing economic
constraints, the government
attaches priority to
defending ilseﬁ and is making
all cf[urts to make it
impregnable,” Leghari said.

Pakistan, in a seemin
endless arms race with India.
spenes close to one-third of its
annual budget on the military.

India and Pakistan have
fought three wars since they
won independence from
British rule in 1948. And the
contested border in Kashmir.
the flashpoint of two previous
wars, continues to:destabilize
the region.
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' Twins boom! _

OMAHA, Nebraska: One by one, the women went into
g;livfrv rooms. Two by two. their babies came out, mpmt_h;

T_Tx;]rlns five s':jetie‘. were born on the same day.
ey were delivering them pretty fast, but there weren
any problems."” said Rita Wmlhach a nurse who attended ﬁ:m:
E{ thhe five deliveries Tuesday. ' Thc stress level was pretty
g L1 ]
The twins were delivered within '? and half h
gan ﬁ“{-;leric}r Medical Centre. T ey
ell go months without havinp; any twins at all, then well
have a couple, three in a month." said Joan. Kriegler, a nurs-
ing Elépervisur of the maternity ward.
casionally, maybe once a vea 1 h
sets of twins in a rjaqv,l':"ir PERLEERS namagoupe ok ;
- Ms. Hnegler who has been a nurse for about 15
‘can't recall having more than two
Bergan, where about 200
month.
L]

twin deliveries in a day at
to 250 babies are _born :ar:h

World's rarest owl in -
cooking pot!

LONDON: One of the world's rarest ewls has ended up in
the cooking pot of Nigerian villagers. reports Reuter.

All that was left of the rufous fishing owl was its head,
some feathers and a few bones. nnuthuF st Philp Hall toid
the African bird club in a forlorn fax sent al%;r his vain chase.

r?;:;y about. 30 sightings of the owl have ever been re- o
po

Hall, who spotted the hird near the river Niger in Edo
state last year, returned this year to try again.

‘Inquiries were made of local villagers to ascertain if they
knew of the existence of the owl," he told the club in his fax
carried on the front page of the Times newspaper. . -

"t transpired immediately that not only were they “famil-

iar with the owl but ene had hEEI'I killed the previous eve

~and eaten that.very mornin lu: said. "Unfi

ALBANY, New York: Sextuplets have been born to a New
York couple and doctors said the four boys and two girls
were healthy and doing well, reports Reuter.

The smallest of the babies, delivered by caesarean section.
Weighed just over 2 Ib (0.9 kg), and the biggest 2 Ib 9.8 oz
(1.2 kg). said a spokesman for St Peter's Hospital in Albany.

The babies' names are Christian, Ryan, Mary Ellen, Ju-shua
Breanna and Austin. Their parents are Norman and Michelle
Haner of Chatham, New York.

The 28-year-old mother is a nurse's assistant and the fq-
ther works for the State Department of Cnrrcttinns

L]

It can make listener .
as deaf as Beethoven

PARIS: Now that modern technology has reduced the size
of a personal stereo to that of a packet of cigarettes, a new
French law will make it compulsory fur the walkman too to
carry a health warning, reports AFP.

A notice on all new pﬂrﬁﬂnal sten:us sold in France will
warn consumers that prolonged use at high volume can make
the listener as deaf as Beethoven.

An amendment passed in the French: national assembly
Thursday will make it an offence to sell personal stereos
_capable of a volume output above 100 decibels.

“We are in the process of making a generation of deaf
people without worrying about it," shid Conservative Deputy
Jean Francois Mattei, one of instigators of the new law. ‘

He added that irreversible hearing damage can be caused
Ev 'IE;“ a few minutes exposure to sound above 100

ecibles.

Tension mounts as Russia
‘seals Abkhazian port

MOSCOW, Mar 23: Tensions
rose Friday along Russia's bor- .
der with Georgia's tiny sepa-
ratist province of Agkhazia
after Russian border guards®
tried to enforce an embargo
on the area. a news agency re-
ported, reports AP.

Russian Border Guard ships
blocked the Abkhazian port of
Sukhumt in an effort to force a
visiting Turkish ship to un-
dergn inspection at a nearhy
rﬂﬂrgia“ pﬂl"l.

The Russian ships fired
warning shots Friday, accord-
ing to Nuri Gezerdava of Abk-
| hazia's secessionist govern-
ment, who spoke with the In-
terfax news agency.

Abkhazian coastal artille
responded with warning vol-
leys, he said. And in an appar—
ent retaliatory measure, Abk-

hazian authorities banned two
trucks carrying food and
medicime for Russian border
guards from crossing into
Abkhazia. ;

The Black Sea province
broke from Georgia in 1993
after 13 months of war that
left 250,000 ethnic Georgians
as refugees. Russian peace-
keepers — acting under the
aegis of the Commonwealth of
Independent States — were
deployed there after a truce
was signed in 1994. -

Commonwealth leaders de-
clared Abkhazia an "unalienable
part of Georgia” and vowed lo
stop all trade, economic anc
financial contacts with the
separatists. Humanitaria
shipments are allowed with
Georgia's pcrmissiun /

o
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Irish poet Seamus Heaney (L), is made Commandeur des Arts et Lettres, France's highest

cultural honour, by French Culture Minister Philippe Doust-Blazy

on F‘nda}r at the

ministry. Heaney, who won the Nobel Prize for litterateur in 1995 will remain in the French
capital to attend the Pans bnokfalr

-+ AFP/UUNB photo

Mandela sees no unmedlate
: end to violence

DURBAN, South Africa, Mar
23: President Nelson Mandela
said he saw no immediate end
to the politically charged vio-
lence in KwaZulu Natal

homeland.

First, .the bodiés of s
victims were found in a ho
in Donnybrook, ag AN
sironghold 450 kilometers

province. where the lalest (270 miles) southeast of Jo

massacre claimed 11 victims. - hannesburyg. ; '

reports AP : Four other bodies. includ
‘T don't think we should ing an infant who apparentl

suffocated under the weight o
its slain mother., were th
found in other spots within
kilometer {half-mile) of the

be alarmed il we find mas-
sacres in the months to come.”
Mandela said Friday. the same
day his government announced

new restrictions on weapons house, said BAIJIH{:E Superinten
to try to stem the violence. dent Henry dhram.

e slayings Thursday night The victims were believed
followed a sickeningly familiar to be ANC supporters, but one

al their neighbours said t
had no political affiliation. -

Daniels Shelembe, 38, said
he hid his family in a field
when the shooting by six tc
Just hours earlier, Mandela eight attackers with assault ri
% had opened the ANC's cam- _ [les, pistols and s ns be-

paign lor local government ele- ﬁan. He described «his. mur-
ctions in KwaZulu-Natal. which ered neighbours as "totalh
{ inclutles the traditional Zulu innocent”

attern in a region notorious
or warfare between Mandela's
African National Congress and
the Zulu nationalist Inkatha
Freedom Party.

US, China fail to end dzspute over

MOSCOW, Mar 23: The
United States and China have
failed to resolve a dispute over
the sale ol sensitive nuclear-
related technology to Pakistan
that has halted US financing
for nearly 10 billion dollars
worth of American business
deals, senior US officials said
on Friday.

The officials told Reuters
that the US negotiator on the
issue, Deputy Assistant Secre-
tary ol State Robert Einhorn,
an arms expert. had left Bei-

jing today without agteement
and would return to Washing
ton on Sunday

It didn't go well,” one of

licial said of the talks. Einhorn
Is expeclted to meet with US
Secretary of State Warren
Christapher and fop aldes on

Monday so néxt steps can be
decided. they said. It could
mean that Washington would
impose sapctions on Beijing.

Einhorn's week-long nego-
tiations with Chinese officials
were an attempt td settle a.
major irritant in a relationship
that has come under persis-
tent strain over arms, sales,
human rights, Taiwan and
trade

He was discussing what
American eoflicials view as a
disturbing pattern of Chinese
sales to states with unsafe-
guarded nuclear lacilities.

The focus of recent atien-
tion has been the sale to Pak
istan of ring magnets that ex-

rta say are crucial to making

igh-speed centrifuges, which
rnrirh uranium for use in nu-

clear wea

But offic dl‘i say their con
cerns go t}r}rnnd that specilic
incident to a "pattern of nu
clear cooperation” In which
China has provided nuclear
experts and help in plutonium
relatefl activities.

At Christopher's requcst,

the US Export-lmport Bank
last month agreed to delay for
30 days decisions on financ
some 10 billlon dollar wort
of business deals in China.
' That hold is understood to
be over as of March 23 so the
administration was hoping to
resolve the issue this week.

The 1994 US nuclear non-
proliferation act requires a
cutoll of Export Import Bank
assistance in the case ol such
transfers as ring magnets.

N-tech sale to Pakistan

But this is a case of US

mitment” that China will not
domestic law The Nuclear (rausfer ring magnets and
Non Proliieratfon Treaty, other such nuclear related

technology in the future.

It that happened. then the
plan was for Clinton to make a
linding that China was in viola-
tion of US law when it trans-

which China signed, does not
explicitly ban the sale of ring
magnets and US officlals say

this Is t)arl of the dispute. :
are keen to en-

'uure that China. one of the five ferred the ring magnets, but

nuclear powers. ursues a the sanctions would be waived.

non-prdliferation policy, many "It wasn't black and white.

US officials are concerned .. ..~ s .. some positive
h sanc- | "

about the impact suc elements to this.” one official

tions could” have on the shaky
bilateral relationship and on

American businesses.
.In  Beljing, Einhorn was

pected to try and negotiate
‘R China a "common under-
ding” about what It means

to meet nhilﬂlnunm under the

NPT. US ollicials says they
were looking for "firm com-

said ol the talks.

Another official said that
while it seemed China was
willing tg reiterate genera
non-proliferation  commit-
ments, it appeared thit Beljin
was not willing t ve
kind of specific cumm tn'.lenti
Washington was seeking.




