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SFORTS VALK

(Germany's veteran tennis ace)
I still believe 1 have a cou-
ones left in me. As

le of b
ﬂ.ﬁ-?mﬂ not embarrassing

myself in shorts, then I'm go-
ing to do it.”

- COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN

Sports WHiIiZZ KID
competition-31
Tick the Correct Answer

(Competition closes: 8 p.m.
Mar 29, 1996)

b*l}miuldﬁ:p,ﬂlﬂ.uﬁm

Aravinda de Silva won the man-of-
the-match awards

3 times - T 4 tmes

Former Wimbledon champion Pat
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Sharjah Cup
CAPE TOWN, Mar 22: Allan

Donald has been left cut of

South Africa’s 14-man squad

for the Sharjah Cup from April
11-19, reports Reuter,

The ‘Free State and War-

- wickshire pacemen asked se-

lection nor Peter Pollpck
to cnm%er ul"lll request for "a |

bit of a from cricket.”
Pollock said today: “He
mentioned it before the end of
the Werld Cup in Pakistan."
“Naturally he would have
been E:I.ppy to go to Sharjah if
we had particularly “wanted
him to, but ‘he asked whether

serves the break."
Natal's 27-year-old off-spin-
ner and all-reunder Derek
Crookes who has a reputation
as a hard:hitjing batsman.
takes Donald's lacg, -
Veteran wicketkeeper Dave
Richardson also returns. re-
placing Steve Palframan who
was drafted into she World Cup

squad at the last minute when
Richardson breke a finger.

Teenage spinner Paul
Adams is in the 14 and he has
also been named for the South
African A squad to tour Eng-
land in July and August.

World Cup teammate and
all-rounder Jacques Kallis will

also be touring asewill Palfra- ~

man, injury-prone left-arm
paceman Brett Schultz and
middle-erder batsman John
Commins, who is captain. ;

SQUAD

Andrew Hudson, Gary
Kirsten, Hansie Cronje (cap-
~-tain), Daryll Cullinan, Jacques
Kallis., Jonty Rhodes. Brian
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[ 15 about! a week mnce

standing beneath a Co-

ca Cola umbrella the
Pakistant Frime Minister
Benazir Bhutto handed over
the coveted Wills World Cup to
the? vanguishing Sri Lankan
skipper at Lahore's Gaddafi
Stadium. Perhaps it was just as
well that it drizzled when it
did as Arjuna Ranatunga's tearg
of joy mingled with the rain; a
lton should show no emotion
in public, Despite the passage
of time, Pakistan is still
occupied by the bat-and-ball
mania as are British PM Jbhn

Major and other frequenters of

that historical pub at Hamb-

ledon, the quaint birthplace of

the game's governing rules.

As in the Punjab EﬂEital,
cricket fever still grips Kara-
chi, the largest of the Pakistan
cities, as elsewhere in this
cricket-crazy country. Glitle-
ring World Cup adornment on

.inajor intersections of this

megapolis of one crore people
eontinue to celebrate the
glorious game of cricket:; stars
of hopes twinkling against the
darkness of their defeat to
India gt Bangalore. Giant
billboards and tuan cut-
outs of their heroes in green
create interesting silhouette
durHIf the day but are flooded
with lights at night. ‘
Perhaps for fear of being at
the wrong end of unexpecta-
tion in less than a month, few
seem to show outward fnterest
in the forthcoming Singer gup
starting in Singapore from
April 1 where the sub-conti-
nental giants shall once again
pit . their strength and wit
t each other. But, speed-
ster Waqar Younis has not
minced rhis words when on
Thursday on way to- the
Australia-World XI match at
Melbourne he summarised the
Pakistan perspective_that the
war nst the azures is very
much on the card. Till the last
report, Waqar will without
his firfing partner and skipper
Wasim Akram who has been

advised by his doctor to rest -

for six weeks following a rib-
cage injury while batting
against New Zealand in the fi-
nal group match of the World
Cup. Pakistan will be bogged by
this dilemma. While every
Pakistani wants Akram to get
up and fire rockets at De Silva

d his retinue, Tendulkar and

ompany, the moment he does
?u. € shall be charged “TE
akln? ury at Bangalore. Wit
both rg?ianrand Paki%:]tan vocal-
lslnF hum jeetengay (we shall
win), it shall be interesting to
see-who sings with the Signer
Cup at Singapore.

' gl,tth Jayasuriva and Kalu-
witharana failing for the third
innings running {Eden, Gad-
dafi and MCG), there is a lot of
pllm-mhhin§ oing on from
the banks of Hooghly to the
heights of the Khyber Pass.
But, -the jeint Indo-Pak enig-
ma is that not even the flow of

_thr.' Indys nor the Ganges has

been as consistept as Sri
Lanka's recent rm. So
meteoric has been the rise of
Sri Lankan cricketess in the
world, market that even the
analytic Engltsh have been
taken surprise. Prior to the
World Cup the islanders were

Nizamuddin Ahmed back from Karachi

considered poor commercial
draw and as such were not
given a spot in any English
summer belore 2001, Rana-
tunga and his men have
changed all that by roaring all

police to lathi-charge 110 to

120 thousand spectators.
Although there was no

crowd disturbance at Lahore,

‘what with the entire Gaddafi

rooting for Sri Lanka and the

the way before clinching one- home side not in the running,
day crickets most coveted managl?ment was not at its
trophy alter literally burying best. The Nawab of Pataudi
Australia at Lahore on March = (Saif Ali Khan's dad) and

1 7. Save for the Cup action in
England in 1999, English fans
will have tp await five more
years before they can witness
a Test match against one of the
mosf .prolific sides in the
game's history. The irony of it
all is that it may not be the
same Sri Lanka by then for bet-
ter or for worse. -

""""""""

ARJUNA RANA

The English Treason for
sidelining the Lankans boils
down to the last three Tests

that they played in England-

proving not as lucrative
matches against other teams,
However, the final Test in
1991 generated receipts of
£45[}0§0 only about 0.000
less than the Trent Bridge
Test against 'the West Indies a
moritlr earlier. According to a
Test and County Cricket
(TCCB] official Sri Lanka are
very much a part of future Test
rogrammes and in all likeli-

od they will be iven a
longer series after 2001. The
question is will the cricketing
intelligence of Ranatunga or
the batting flam ce of De
Silva be still watering the
greens till then?

To add to the English
misery, none of the Sri Lan-
kan stars will be seen in
county gear this summer. Ei-

t West Indians, five Austra-
ians, three South Africans and
two New Zealanders complete

the quota of foreign recruits of
the 18 counties. e Enpklish,:
the most lack-

after pﬂsuiblﬁ
lustre and humiliating per-
formance in recent times, are
trying to put their act toge-
ther. This summer the 15-over
field restriction will be applied
in the domestic Benson &
Hedges Cup which may bear
well for the English team
whose lack of experience in
this department proved costly
at this World Cup.

In spite of tv:rythlnf. the
English habit of interfering
with the sub-continent has not
abated over the years’ Several
British papers have called for a
ban on matches at the Eden
following the semifinal fiasco.
But, the West Bengal Chief
Minister Jtyuti Basu. in
dismissing this demand. has
firmly stated that Eden will
again be host to international
cricket. Although he described

the incident as very unfor- -

tynate, Basu said that some Had
people entered the ground and
it was not possible for, the

'guests

- mar

Begum Sharmila, Bishen SirLEh
Bedi and several other celeb-
rities as well as many invited
and ticket-holders

could not enter the Gaddafi
Stadium on March 17. Accor-

ding to Pakistanis, it is custo-
in their country, par-
ticulgrly in the Punjab, for law
enforcing and other agencies

iy .

- WASIM AKRAM

to use their position to smu-
ggle ‘in [riends and paying-
acquaintances into - press
boxes. media centres, VIP and
‘other enclosures. A senior of-

ficial of publicity management
company Bi ang Commu-
nications imited, Pervez

Igbal, who peérsonally inter-
vened to hinder such unwar-
ranted entry into the press
box at Lahore has been

receiving threats from law en-

forcement and other agencies.

it was due to sheer mis-
management sponsored by ¢he
local administration that the
final at Lahore ended in total
chaos and eonfusion with thou-
sands thronging the presenta-
tion dais. unlike elsewhere.
The victorious Lankans were
denied a lap of honour, the
cherished dream of any tri-
umphant athlete. The entire
proceeding ended on™ a damp
note when the £106.000 win-
ners' pay check went missing
from the pocket of a Lankan
player. The rains alsb forced
the organisers to call off the
planned fireworks. But. then,
the crowd had their money's
worth with ,De Silva and his
skipper having fired all the
bazookas long before the
sprinkle.

The Pakistani on the street
would rather discuss the
Calcutta crowd calamity than
the Bangalore bungle. Despite
their defeat at Bangalore.
Pakistanis are content that
India has been defeated by the
ultimate champions Sri Lanka.
They are taking considerable
pleasure from the fact that the
unsporting behaviour, of the
Calcutta crowd roves their
conviation that Pakistan could
not return after winning at
Bangalore, Indians considered
the guarterfinal as “The
Match™ but the manner of their
defeat at the Eden has been
constantly peppering their
wounds. Unaccustomed as he
Is with the sub-continental

Sport

Everlasting cricket obse ssion (Lankans' lofty

\

SCene, ﬂliﬁﬂh referee Clive
Llovd certainly over-reacted

a.n(?’ the security measures also
left much to be desired.

Although a section of the

crowd showered water bottles
and a few glass ones, the
overdll crowd behaviour was
reasoriable. At Calcutia not a
single car was burnt, not a
single wind shield was broken,
not a single CAB or police offi-
cial was attacked, not a single
bul]din% was elted th
stones. Perhaps the uﬂpﬂéitinn
are right in claiming that Chief
Minister Jyoti Basu did not
play the role of a leader as he
refrained from making any ap-
peal over the public address

AZHARUDDIN

system to the agitating specta-
tors. Many West Bengal leaders
considered the Calcutta dis-
turbances as the bankruptcy of
Bengali pride, honour and-cul-
ture. Mrinal Sen dubbed it as a
shame for Calcutta. Perhaps
Sunil Gangopadhya summed it
all up when he lamented,
“india has lost, why is Calcutta
losing too?" -

For that lone defeat
(Bangalore conveniently forgot-
ten by

the stick but the present sit-
uation does not béar well on
his men, or the

Sandi Patil,
Gundappa Viswanath et al) ér
the vice-captain Sachin® Ten-
dulkar dnd others who had
“jointly” decided in a pre-
match meeting fo opt for

fielding in case Azza called the
coin cerrectly have come with

a public statement confirming
or denying the same. Yes. as
captain, he alone should

shoulder the responsibility: He
has not shied away from it nor

did he trry to pass the buck on
to any of the others in post-
match deliberation with the
press:. Azhar alone was not
credited for the Bangalore
victory or for the many occa-
sions when his choice proved
right. but in defeat he walks a
lonely man.

From the castle of glory
after beating. Pakistan, Azhar-
uddin has been brought down
to the gutter by the € S0-
mlltdh“crit;lket lovers.” It m®s
time that the depart man-
ager Wadekar and hil:gsuccta-
sor Patil, the all-too-eager-to-
take-over Tendulkar and
others should come out with a

joint or individual statements

to put the facts on record. If it
indeed was a joint decision,
the need to stand behind their
captain becomes a sacred obli-
ation. Or else the future may

jub them as a bunch -of cow-
ards.

the Indians) - skipper
Azharuddin is having to take

Indian dhan-

ager. Despite several press re-

wrﬁa. none of the officials (Ajit
adekar,

CAPE TOWN, Mar
22: Athletics go-
» verning bady is
expected to ch
ange the Atlanta
Olym schedule
to ve Michael
Johnson a shot at 4n historic
double and give men's
marathon runners a_cpoler
starting time, report agencies.
The alterations are ex-
I:;ected to be given the green
ght by the Interpational Ama-
teur Athletic Federation this

——

weﬁkmd_
_ ohson has pleaded with

the |AAF for months to alter
the Atlanta timpetable so he can
attempt an Olympic gold
medal sweep in both the 200
metres and 400 metres.

At last year's World Cham-

ionships in Sweden Johnson
ame the first runner to win
both those events.

Under the current Atlanta
timetable 200 aﬁd 400 overlap
on two days, Johnson wants
the 400 to be completed be-

a petitton from eight-time
Olympi¢ gold medalist Carl
Lewis, who is asking for the
schedule to be changed so he
can compete in the long jymp,
100m and 200m. -

Lewis, however, could have
trouble in qualifying for the
American team in any event
and his uest 18 unlikely to
be aLcepll::g.

The 1AAF council, whose -

two-day meeting staris on
Sunday in Cape Town' South
Alrica, will also consider the
case of Diane Modahl, Britain's
former Commonwealth 800
metres champion who has
been fighting a dopmg ban for
the past 18 months. -

Modahl was banned for four
years by a British Athletic Fed-
erat.oi:  (BAF) disciplinary
nearing -fter testing positive
for testosterone in Lisbon in
1994

She was cleared by a BAF
appeals panel last year which
accepled there had been sci-
entific and legal irregularities

TAAE maly stretch rules

IAAF spokesman Girogio
Reineri sald the federation's
doping commission would pre-
sent its recommendations to
the council on the Modahl
case,

The other key issue for Al-
lanta is the starting time of the
men's marathon. & rave s
presently scheduled to start at
18 30 on August 4. with the
finish coinciding with the clos-
ing ceremonies in the Olympic
Stadium
« The JAAF is expecled 1o

bow Lo the demands of runners

and doctors, and early start in
order to avoid Atlanta's heat
and humidity in late dfternoon.
IAAF medical commission
chairman Arne Ljungqvist is
recommending the change.

“Fhere i1s no such thing as

an ideal time for running a -

marathon in July in Atlanta,”
he said
least unfavourable time, based
on experience anhde recom-
mendations. The morning

would be better than the after-

“We have to find the ,

{

J.

u )
Cup Winners C,uE
L] L
PSG ride on Rai
LONDON, Mar 22: Brazil's
‘Ral scored from two penalties
as Paris St Germain kept
French interest alive in all
three European club competi-
tionis by beating 1993 champi-
orw a Farma in the Cup Win-
ners’ Cup quarter-finals on
Thursday. reports Reuter.
Paris St Germain will be
joined in today's semifinal
draw in Zurich by Feyenoord
Rotterdam, Rapid Vienna and’
Deportivo, Coruna. who elimi-

nated holders and fellow Span-
ish side Real Zaragoza 2-1 og

| aggregate,

Deportivo's Brazilian striker
Bebeto scored the crucial
equaliser in a |-1 draw in the
second leg in Zaragoza after’

| his side bad taken the first leg

1-0 at home two weeks ago.
Ral's second penalty in the
68th minute clinched Paris St

‘Germain's tie as the French

league leaders beat Italy's
Parma 3-1 in the second feg
and 3-2 on aggregate, :

It ended a run of three suc-

COLOMBO, Mar

22: Sri Lanka, the
new world one-
day cricket cha-
mpions, hope to

assist the. other
associate mem-

R

bers of the ICC (International,
Cricket Council) to improve
their

standards, reports
Reuter.

"One of the key factors that
has emerged from our success
is that we have given new hope
to associate members because
in just 15 years since our ad-
mission a8 full members we
have risen to the top of one-
day cricket,” said Ana Punchi-
hewa, president of the Board
of Control for Cricket in Sri
Lanka.

"We know how hard it was
for us to come up and there
were timegs when we did not
get the full cooperation of the
other full members of the ICC."
said Punchihewa.

Enjoying one of the finest
periods in their history. with
wins in New Zealand, Pakistan,

- Sharjah and Australia, the Sri

Lankans ensured a fitting cli- .

Capriati's rusty return

s KEY BISCAYNE.
e Florida Mar 22:
Jennifer Capriati
shook off a ner-
vous start in her
- return to tourna-
ment tennis in her mnative

Florida to advance to the

secontd round of the 4.1 mil-

lion dollars Lipton Champion-

ships on Thursday night,
reports Reuter.

Despite her extremely
shaky early play. the formes-
prodigy. who turns 20 next
month, needed just 64 min-
utes on court to turn back Lea
Ghirardi-Rubbi of Frnce 7-5,
6-1. :

Capriati, committing a mul-
titulle of errors, won just two
points in her first two service
games and quickly fell. behind
a seemingly insurmountable 0-
5 in the first set.

"l think every human has
feelings and gets those jitters
and | am only human,” Capriati
said. "I haven't been playing
ahd [ haven't been plaiwng in
front of a lot of people. [ mean

max to their rag-to-riches
fairy-tale with. one-day’ cri-
cket's most prestigious prize.

Sri Lanka had a dismal
World Cup record prior to this
year's tournament having won
just four of the 25 matches

layed but they turmed that
orm- around to remain the
only unbeaten team in the
tournament. Vi

This year, Kenya, still an as-
sociate member, caused the
biggest upset in the history of
the tournamemt when the
beat former champions Wes
Indies by 73 runs. Sri Lanka
and Zimbabwe too had
achieved similar feats whilst
carrying the tag of assotiate
members. '

Other World Cup upsets in-
clude Sri Lanka beating India
by 47 runs at OId Trafford in
1979 and Zimbabwe scoring a
narrow 13 runs win over Aus-
tralia at Trent Bridge in 1983
and Punchihewa said he felt
that Sri Lanka had a big role to
play in the development of the
game amongst the 22 asgociate
member countries, "

"We must encourage them

you just can't go right into it."
But in front of extremely
supportive fans whom she de-
scribed as a "hHometown
crowd,” Capriati rebound with

_amazng fortitude.

Displaying flashes of the

, skills she used to take the ties

world by storm six years ago at
14, Capriati won 13 of the next
14 games, losing just 14 points
along the way. =

She dropped just seven
points in the entire second set
and four of those came in th#
one game she ' lost when
Ghirardi-Rubbi managed to
hold serve in the fifth game.

Capriati, who had her entire
family out to watch her lay,
insisted that in spite of her
personal furmoil and lengthy
disappeararnce from the game,
she never intended to turn her
back on tennis permanently.

‘I never thought 1 was just
done. camplete® done with
tennis,” said Capriati, who. in
the past ..up's of years has
dealt with shoplifting accusa-
tions, an arrest for mdrijuana
possession, a couple of stints

.........
-----------
..........
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American Jennifer Capriati executes a backhand during her

'y thinking |

to compete in more tourna-
‘ments and- help them raise
their standards

. working at.”

.\'..

'El]t.l‘:hiiu,ﬁl:qr?'

by sending our
second string sides to tour
these countries,” said Punchi-

hewa.

The Sri Lankans plan to
maintain the momentum of
their greatest’triumph and
extend their prowess to the
Test arena as well. It will be
back to the drawing boards
soon for Ranatunga, team man-
dger Duleep Mendis and coach
Devenell Whatmore as they set
out Lo achlieve more success, -

"We must find two or three
bowlers . ho are capable of

getting wickets,” said Rana-
tunga. Sri Lanka were unable tg
dismiss any of their opponents’
full teams in the six matches
they played.

« The Sri Lankans will be

»SCEN in action again in Singa-
pore when they join India and“

Pakistan in triangular one-da
lournament starting on April |.
Singapore is an associate
member of the ICC and is keen
to develop the game there.

in drug rehabilitation centres
and a move away from her fam-
ily to the west coast.

‘I just started felling the
desire again. I just knew it was
L[éside me and it is what I do

st.” |

She said the attraction tb
tennis comes from "the satis-
faction of working really hard
at something and seeing the
results of what-you have been

Her next rksult. will likely

Lcome at the expense of sec-
ond-round opponent Elena
Likhovtseva of Russia.
"~ With 32 men's and women's
seeds all receiving first-round
byes, Capriati was the onl
major drawing card on thg
tournament’s cpening day.

Women's top seed  Steffi
Graf was expected to play a
second-round match today.

Thomas Muster of Australia

is the men's top seed, followed

by Pele Sampras and defend-
inﬁ champion Andre Agassi in
a deep and extremely competi-
tive men's draw.

i o, S

Lipton Ch mpinnshii:_s first

round encounter against Lea Ghirardi-Rubbi of France at Key Biscayne , Florida, on Mar 21.

Capriati won 7-5, 6-1.

—AFP/UNB photo
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