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US House passes law to
combat illegal
immigrants
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J Today's issue of The Dhily
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supplement on -
‘Pakistan Day’
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“An emerg:rmy meeting of
the BNP Parlfamentary Party
will be. Peld at the Jatiya
Sangsad Bliaban today at 7 pm.
All BNP MFs have been re-
quesied 1o attend the meeting
al the Committée Room No |
on the ground floor, Easi
Block. reports UNB., '

WorldMetemoby
- Daytoday. ,

World Meteoro Day wilt
be observed today. nngladr.uh
Meteorological [J:partm:nt

has dram up an elaborate pro-
amme to observe the dn
day's pr inc Iude

by a lcechnical seminar'tn Dha-
ka, reports BSS. »

One chopped to
deaththemﬂah

From Our Cotrespindent

JHENI . Mar 22: One
persen was chopped to death
in Kotchandpur thana of the
district by a group unidentified
men last night. Abeut 45 ar
med men stormed into the

house ol Abul Kashem. 32, of
village opabila and killed
him :

J CD-BCL clash

SIWGMJ Ear 22 At

lf:a&t 15 students were injured
in a clash between the Jatiya-
tabadi Chhatra Dal {.JCD) and
pro-Awamil League Chhatra
Ltague (BCL) at E{antandgar

igh School in Kazipur thana

ay. Witnesses said. the clash
erupled over a [drewell cere-
mony accorded to the SSC ex-
aminees at about 10 am, re-
ports LINB.

N Korea appeals
for int'l help

GENEVA. Mar 22: North
Korea had issued a new appeil
for international help to deal
with a serious food ‘:ht}l’ldgl
following the worst floods in
its history. the International
Red Cross said here today.
Pyongyang's request was re-
layed to the International Fe-
deration of Red Cross Societies
which has appealed for more
than seven million Swis®® fra-
nes nearlygix million dollars)
for the worst affected people.
reports AFP,

Fire at gaments
factory m city

By Staff Correspondent
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 Prices of food items
continue to rise
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A welcome khower 1n the city yesterday afternoon.
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Plea for ref on referendum

~ By Mahfuz Anam
. possible for the President, at

The Opposition is_restive
and wants a carefaker gov-
ernment in Elace at this very
moment.
seems conscious of the ur-
gency and, to its credit, has
taken quick action to place
the bill for a caretaker gov-
ernment before the Parlia-
ment.

And yet, everything can get
lost in a quagmir nf suspi-
cion, hatr:cl and lmpahfncc
. Standing between the Opposi-
nnn‘s'j sh to have a caretaker
| government instituted imme-
| diately, and the ruling party's
wish to expedite the
stands a constitutional formal
#ly =- ‘that-of haldtig a refer-
endum before the Bill can be
incorporated into the Consti-
tution and made a law.

While we are fully cognizant
ol the constitutional obliga-
tion, we are at the same time
extremmely worried as to what
may happen between now and
the time needed to complete
put the care-

laker government into place,,

and have Begum Zia's cabinet
hand over power to it.

Since tmt:. of critical im-
portance at the moment, we
Iﬁﬂﬂ"lltnrllﬂit hatlli

e ruling party.

process .
. professionals,

the of the Prime Min-
ister, to make a reference to
the Supreme Cowurt as.-to the

possibility of either doing away
with the referendum on this

occasion, or postponing it.till
a later date.

The reasons for serkmr.f
such a reference are. in our
view. compelling.

1. The Caretaker Amend-
memnt Bill reflects the wish of
all the political parties and
%rnups who were part of the

Parliament. In addition.
this Bill has the endorsement
of all sectibms of the society —
injcllectuals.
workers, NGOs, students,
women’'s ofganisations elc.
Conversely put, we have nol
haq a sipngle organisation of
any kind which is on record to
have opposed the ideas con-

tained inh the Bill,

Therefore, for the Supreme
Court to assume that the ref-
erendum will only reinforce
something which i8 already
universally known, and there-
fore to waive 1t for this partic
ular occasion. or to postpone
i’ temporarily., may not preju-
dice anything,

v

;i &l‘lﬂ!n the extreme sus-

icion on both sides of the po-
itical divide. and being fully
tiware of the highly volatile and
explosive situation that marks
the present political situauon,
it 18 quite possible that hold-

ang a relerendinin may-lead to
unnecessary loss of lives. fur-
ther violence and political
clashes, and to more disrup-
tion of civic "and econonic life
of the nation;

3. Holding a referendum is

logistically a highiy involved
process, (‘!Ivtn our rirnt:l:
with tH® February 15 election,
we think it will be extremely
difficalt to hold.

4. The Election Commis-
sion. which will organise the
referendum is in shambjes,
with its credibility at an_all
- time low. A referendum held
? it may not be ble to

e Opposition, and lack uni-

versal credibility.
. 9. Referendum will lnvulvt
additional eost te- the national
exchequer which wé can il af-
ford at this tirhe.

We make the suggestion of
a Presidential reference. on
PM’s request, to the Supreme

See page 2 col 3
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welcome
- shower
| By Staff Currweapendent

The season'’s first nor'wes-
ler swept through the city
{ealerday afternoon followed
)y-a welcome shower, much to

the relief of the city dwellers.
' The Mét office recorded 7

mm rainfall in-the city. There
were also rainfall in Faridpur
121 mm) and Sylhet (2 mmy)
yesteérday.

The shower that lasted |

about half an hour jemporarily
relieved the city dwellers from
a sultry weather. Children
were seen dancing and rejoic-
ing on the streets at Kakrail,
Haﬂ_;: Road. Green Road. Ma-
hak ali a,z}d at some other

.plﬂ
ce also fore-
cast rain irﬂiﬁty today.
The cit mum tem-

perature :ste:r was 35.0
degree Celsius’ and the mini-
mum 25.3 degrees while the
“humidity was 82 per cent+in
the morning and 75 per cent
in the evening. -

See Page 8 Col 3

BNP trying to
shift blame
on army,
says Hasina

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina expressed con-
cern over the ‘use of the pa-
lriotic armed forces' by pre-
sent ‘illegal’ povernment to
cling to power, tarnishing the
unage and honour-of the army,
reports UNB.

“The nation does nol want
that the members of the
armed forces be used to pro-
tect the chair of an illegal gov-
ernment and a particular

party.” she said in a stategient

yesterday.

The Awami League chief
said when people had laun.
ched an allout non-cooperation
movement against thie:
overniment,- the HNF being

ated drom the pegpse. was

to shift the responsibil-
ity u ils misdeed on !

Hasina called on the armed
forces to stand beside the
people to show respect to
their ‘legitimate demand and
opinion’ instead of -:::mfmnlmg

-with them.

She said the gnwrnment
also placed army against the
people before the February 15
one- Fart}' farcical election and
used them in the so-called
electoral process in the name
ol arms recovery.

See Page 8 Col 3
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BNP likely to amend bill

Chief Adviser may
be empowered to
appoint advisers

By Nazmul Ashraf

The ruling BNP is likely to
propose amerxdments to fhe
non-party caretaker govern-
ment b1H it has introduced in
Parliament, an authoritative
source told The Daily Star last

“might.

The amendments regarding
the President's powers to ap-
point and remove the advisers
comprising the caretaker gov-
ernment are expected to be
moved soon in the fouse, said
an influential ministér.

Elaborating. he said the
first amendment might pro-
pose that the Chiel Adviser,
after being appointed by the
President, would appoint all
the advisers in consultation
with the guarters concerned.
The bill has originally pro-
pﬂ‘if‘d that the advisers will be

appointed by the President in
consultation with the Chief
Adviser,

The second’ amendment
may suggest curtailihg the
Preﬂdents powers to remove’
the Chief Adviser or an Adviser
if, in his opinion, they have
ceased to be qualified (o be
appointed. as such,

The amendments are being
planned following suggestions
from top opposition leaders
contacted by the BNP on the
caretaker bl( according to Lhe

- BNP leader.

Another influential minis-
ter, who is now in touch with
the opposition leaders. said,
"They seem to have no ather
objection to the structure and

powers of the caretaker gov- -

See Page 8 Col 2
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Oplr)osiﬁnn plans
changesin
non-cooperation

programme

By Staff Carrespondent

The on-going non-coopera-
tion programme may undergo
soine changes in the nature
while keeping up it$ intensity.
pecording to highly placed
sources in the Opposition here
vesterday. -

A senior Opposition leader,
who spoke to Til':l)o e Daily Star on
condition of anonymity, said
that the Awami League, Jatiya
Party and Jamaat-e-Islami
were actively considering
“changes” in the programme.

He said that the non-coop-
eration programme could be
renamed with some more re-

laxalions vconsidering the
plight of the pt‘ﬂplﬁ
The pessible "changes” in

the programme and .some
“options” will be dlss;ussrd at
separate meetings of the three
major Opposition parties. The

- programme will be finalised at

joint meeting
he said.
The AL, JP and Jamaat last

"in a day or

» night announced fresh relax-

Fierce gunbattle at N'ganj

JCD leader killed,

~over 100 hurt

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Mar 22: A
local JCD leader was shot dead

, and more than one hundred

people including two women
and a police ronstable were in-
jured in a fierce gunbattle be-

tween the Opposition and rul-

1ng parly activists at Chashara
in the town today.

Masudur Rahman Anik, 25,
acting general secretary of
Narayanganj College Chhatra
- Sangsad died on the spot alter
he was shot in the chest and
throat during the hour-long
gun-battle that began at about

2 pm.

Of the injured persons. fif-
teen were admitted to differ-

‘ent local hospitals and clinics

with serious bullet injury. They
were: Shahid 22, \bazed Ali
Khokan 35, Zafar 22, Tuhin
20, Delwar Hossen 22. Jewel
24. Shawpon 24. Kamoni
Begum 30. Jahangir 20, Shah
Alam 20. Halima Begum 20
and Police Constable Abdur
Rahman 32. Belal Ahmed 18.
I'wo others. Belal Ahmed
Khokan 32. and Shawkat
Osnian Shaku 27 were taken to
Orthopaedic Hospital in Dhaka

. Star Report

As the Opposition's non-co-
?y-rdlmn programme enlers
third week today. prices of
food items including
tinned milk, edible ml
and sugar have risen sharpl
the cily markets and traders
fear that the Jhike will con
linue.

Food items, exceplt fish and
fresh vegttahir have tepis
tered a significant rise over
the last two weeks. Traders at
the Swarighat wholesale fish
 iarket were selling medjum
sized ruhi or katla for Tk to
70 per kg a big sized hilsa
{ cost about Tk 70, spall ruhi
cuel between Tk 30 fo 35 per
kg while the prices of ayr and

many

. boal were around Tk 100 per

kg.

Tradérs at Swarighat said
that the supply of fish was
normal. through the water.
ways. but the city retailers did
not turn up in their usual
In the city's kitchen
markets, however. the asking

; Er"F of a big sized hilsa was

Ftween Tk 140 to 170 while

. other types of fish cost at leasi
20 per cent®more than in the

|
|

I whiolesale markets.

markets
vegetable re

In the kitchen
prices of fresh

LONDOM Mar 22° Britain s
M  cow ilisease scare
threatens the destruction of 1ty
beef industry and yver another
standoff with Eirrapean | 'mon

PATINEDS, reporis Kevter

Talee byeigiun. the Ne
tierlands Sweden and For
Liugal bl banned unports ol
Britisrs beef after scientists
saicl they had discovered a
Hkely hink Aetween mad rew
disease fermany cailed far 4
Evrope widde bLan np Hritish
b e f

The rhiscorery that 1 yvoang
Biratoms had rlierd foli s gt
REEAIE b 7 pealirtelddl  Bakah
[ 16, o s =10 L8 2 e S s 2P CPe g =
Gf o roow lisease possibly

mained more or less the same
as compared to that before the
non: cooperaton programme
started. The age mlc‘z water
transport system has kept the
supply normal these days,

lraders said.

Rice

Prices of all varieties of rice
liave risen by Tk 100 or more
per maund in the wholesale
markel as compared to that in
the first week of the noif-co-
operation programme. The dif-
lerence belween the present
prices of rice and those belore
the non-cooperation pro
gramme started i1s not less
than Tk 200 per maund in the
wholesale markets.

At the Badamtali and
fabybazar wholesale markets
Frme of Paijam (good quality)

1a8 risen tn Tk 1875 per kg
fromm Tk 14.46. that of Aman
(coarsef to Tk 14.20 from Tk
11.65 moam palish (im

rise] to Tk 15.80 from Tk
13.12 nazir shail to Tk 18.75
from Tk 14 73 and kataribhog
Tk Tk 24 1] from Tk 21.43.

The retailers at different
cily markets charge Tk | 1o 3
per kg on top of the wholesale

Sec Page 8 Col B -

infected
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caught Irom eating
beel. sparked panic
Furope

Beel caltle prices slumped
IS per cent on British mar-
Kets  supermarkets and fast
lood restaurants struggled to
allay near hysteria among con
sumers and many British
sthools banned ?’rrf from
theiwr canteens

Health Minister Stephen
Lorrell farined public disquiet
hy sayving Hritains |11 mallion
cAattle might be slaughtered to
st the disease  Hovine
Spongitory Fpcephalopath
'HSED in its tracks, d"hﬂljﬂly
aprieulture munster Douglas
ttogg later seemed ta play

i

|
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Top hotels
incurring
losses

Star Report

The citys top holels gre
threatened with closure dae to
almost total absence of guesis.
according Lo sources.

The hotels like, Sonargaon,
Sheraton. Abokash. Purbani,
Rajmoni Ishakha are incurring
heavy losses because of the on-
going political situation which
has kept tourists, business ex-
ecutives, officials and other
customers away.

“Our room occupancy has
come down to only 11 per

' cent and if this trend contin-

ues for another 15 days, the
company may decide to shut
down the hotel,” said a senior
executive of the “‘Sonargaon
Pan Pacific Hotel'.

e official said, some of
the™floors of. the hotel have al-
ready been closed to minimise
the expenditure incurred by
the use of air coolers and
r]ec{rlc:ly

“We have closed Khayyam,
Club, pastry shop. services of
coffee and laundry shiops,” said
another official of the hotel

Requesung anonymity  the
officials said, il 25 per cent of

See Page 8 Col 4

Mad cow’ disease scares
European beef lovers

down the passibidity.

FExperts said the slaughter
could cost the government 20
billion pounds (30 76 billion
dollars) in compensation. "It's
lf'rldl.n|‘_',r not a recommenda
tion but it's one of the options

that's open.” Daerrell said,
European Cammission pres-
ident Jacques Santer said the

decision by the five EU coun-
tries to ban British beel was a
normal’ response to the new
evidernce

Britain. fighting a Jlosting
battle 1o convince consumers
that its heel was safe to eaf,

said the hanqkwu*r probably - .

legal
See Page B Col 7

T i

' day Teached

in critical conditions.

. The clash started when a
mourning procession by Awami’
League and Jatiya Party work-
crs with the body of umr
urhn was r?partedlv Ki in

incident on the prewmls
the President
Road crossing after the namaz-
e-fanaja of Munir. Witnesses

chased some ruling party ac-
tivists who gathered there.
This led to the clashes.

The eclash spread (o
Bangabandhu Road, Chashura
Square,
Road and Chashara Rail Gaté
area. More than one hundred
gun shots were fired and about
1000 crackers and hand
bombs exploded. The clash
continued till about 3 pm.

The roups used cut rifles,
SMG. Pistol. "Revglvers and
other modern weappns during
the clash.

Police taking positiorggt the
Shahid Zia Hall and on ’E‘ roof
ol Shantana Super Mauarke!
fired shots and tear gas shells
and dispersed the clashing

See Page 8 Col 3

ations keeping movement of
food and othér perishable
iterms out of the purview of the
noli coaperation for 12 hours
beginning 5 pm.

An AL leader; who declined
to be named, said that there
was a strong possibility "that |
the non-cooperation could be
suspended for March 26 and
following two days?

The AL leader said they
were also considering the op-
tion of strongly enforcing the
HoN-cooperation programine
irom morning until the after-
noon. ickshaws might not be

Caltowed during the period, he
Chinted

Exemptions

The Awami League has ex-
empled severalspublic utility
services, including movement
of vehicles, from the non-co-
operation pmgramme reporits

| UNB.

_ said some of the processionists
. remain open from 1

A press release of the party
vesterday said banks would
pm to 4 -
pm and autorickshaw and
nm[m will ply from 3 pm to 5

' in"the next niorning.

Rﬂﬁ!‘;ﬁﬁ]‘fﬂﬂ m'hr.rf_'l

b

|

The wvehicles carrying rice,
vigetables: - fish, meat, egg,
milk, fruits and other perish-
able items will remain outside

. the programme from 5 pm to ~

a8 in
" However,

Erml T = T LT ST L

the next morning.
the vehicles have
been advised to hang banner
inscribing the name of item.
The release said all shops
would remain open from 3 pm
to 10 pm and the expori-ori-
erited garments factories from
4 pmi to 5 in the next morning.
Besides, hospitals. ambu-

lances, medicine shops, veg-

"etable markets, fire brigades,

14th ddy of non- cooperatlon

Two more die i 01ty

By Staff Correspondent

One person was killed i
another succumbed to mljuru*.-s
on the i4th day yesterday of
the Opposition's non coopera
tion programme.

An unidentified man aged
about 20 was crushed under
the wheels of an autorickshaw
on the Biswa Road at Gopibagh
as the three-wheeler was
chased by some pickets He
was rushed to the Dhaka Me«l
ical College Hospital (DMCH)
where doctors declared him
dead.

Habib, 40, who was fatally
injured when a bus, chased by
pickets at Syedabad on
Wednesday hit him, sur
cumbed to his injuries early
yesterday, reports our DMCH
correspondent .

Besides. five people were
wounded in the programime
related incidents at various
places in the metropolis while
army personnel handed over

iour persons o police on
charpe ol cxplmiing mbs.
The owner and three e

ployees ol a bakery shop wert

mjured when some opposition

activists allegedly atltacked

them for keeping the shop
‘&Ft PHE_F H Col 1
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No cargo handllng
yet at Ctg port

From StaffCorrespondent

CHITTAGONG. Mar 22
Cargo handling and delivery of
goods could not resume al
Chittagong Port today despite
efforts by the State Minister
for Port and Shipping
Shahjahan Siraj. e miniqler
arrived here today and held
meeting with port officials
and users urging them to carry
on their duties. pbrt sources
sadd].

The sailing of 53 stuck-up
cArgo vessels at l'hittagnng
port still remained uncertain.
port sources sajid.

But port officials imforined
that partial cargo handling had
resumed in a loodgrain ship
antl delivery ol those unloaded
foodgrains wus made by some
Inicks

The navy personnel were on

See Page 8 (ol 2
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r'*.rm'l. patrolling Paltanerea in the city vesterday

— Star photo

Clashes, bomb blasts

in Ctg : 10 injured

From Staff Cnrrespﬂndent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 22 Al
lrast 10 people were injured
in sporadic bomb explosions in
the oity today

A tnuwk helper
din [18) — lost his right hand
and driver Din Mohammad
[35) received bomb injures

The truck driver and his
assistant came under a bomb
attack at Strand Road near the
Rashid bullding when carrying
lertilizer this evening. A pow
eriul crude bomb was hurled at
the truck, police said

Jatar Hossaln Daliin (17)
received bomb injures during
bomb bklasts in the port area
this alternoon He was sent to
the Chittagong Medical College
Hospital,

- Helal Ud

A rally organised in the port
area by Awami League this
afternoon ended amid bhomb
blasts by cival activists.

The Awami League blamed

the activists of the BNP for the
attack on its rally.

During the clash, a BNP of
filce was ransacked and the
BNP blamed the activists ol
Awami League for the attack on
its offire

The army personnel de
ployed in the city took posi
tions al all important points
and were patrolling the city
roads. [

The autorickshaws and
tempos plied 1 the eily and
its surrounding areas from 2 to

See Page 8 Col 7

L however, could not reach t

T E—

[ertiliser trucks and fuel tank
lorftes. vehicles ol city Corpo-
ralion and transports of jour-
nalists and rewspaper would
retaill  apdside 1he “pro-
B R BB

Train attacked,
.rail tracks
uprooted

Bangladesh Railway yester-
day Operated its inter-city
irains between Dhaka and

“Chitlagong for the first time

stice March 9 as the opposi-
tion s indelinite non-coopera-
tion progranune stepped into .
the [4th day. reports UNB.

Four inter-city trains plied
hetween the capital and the
port eity, railway sources said.
Two goods trains also left
Chittagong for Dhaka in the
IO I,

some 10 trains lefi Kama-

~lapur Station for Chiﬂagnng

and Mymensingh while four,
inclodhng two inter-city trains.
reached Dhaka from Chi-
Atagong. In all, seven trains left
Chittagong for different
dlestinajions, the sources said.
The 1trains which left
Kamalapur for Mymensingh,
eir
destinations as opposition ac-
Avists pul up barricades in be
tween Gachhihata and
Kishoreganj and in Sutakhah.
UNB Correspondent from
Kishoreganj said pickets up-

rooted aboui 200 feet rail
lracks near Kishoreganj
Textile Mills in the early

hours. The rail line could not
be restored till late evnﬂnr",.

A Mymensingh-bound local
train came under attack of op-

See Page 8 Col 1

Edn Ministry meet
.on SSC, Dakhil

exams today

* The Education Ministry will
hold a meeting today at 10 am
to discuss the forthcoming
Secortdary School Certificate
(SSC) and Dakhil- 1996 exami-
lmllmw at the ministry with
Education Minister Rafiqul Is-
tam Mialy in the chair, reports
Hss. ¢
An official press release said
the representatives ol min-
istries concerned, offices. di-
rectorates, education boards
and heads of different govern-
ment and private educational
iristitutions in Dhaka will at-
tend the meeting.
The heads of different

teachers' association have been

invited to attend the mne'ung
to share their opinion.



