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Over 600 civilians
killed in Chechnya

GROZNY. Russia Mar '..H;
More than 600 civibans have

Congress for talks

l AL rull_y_

to resolve all Cnpeln e

Indo-Bangla issues

NEW DELHI. Mar 20: India
and Bangladesh should con-
tinue the process of negotia-
tions to find solution to all
outstanding issues between the
two countries, including the
sharing of water respurces
There s no problem which
cannot be solved through dis-
cussions,

All India Congress Conunit-
tee [AICC) <rnleem-~ _  V N
Gadgil said vhis in 4 niterview
with BSS at his official resi
dence here today.

Replying to a question oen
the existing trade imbalance
between the two coundries,
Gadgil. who holds the status of
a cabinet minister, said. "India
has to increase its imports
from Bangladesh to reduce the

The Indian exports to
Bangladesh was worth Taka
2150 crore as against its im-

orts worth Taka 140 crore
ast year.

Gadgil. a former minister of
information and broadcasting
during Indira Gandhi's time,
said, "We have made progress
in establishing good relations
with the neighbouring coun-
iries, excepting Pakistan.”

He said. "As we have no ex-
pansionist design, we don't
want to interfere in any conn-
try's internal aflairs. He said.
the size of India’itself. how-

" ruling Congress,

ever, sometimes causes appre-
hensions in small countries,
though there is no basis for
such apprehensions.”
Replying to a question on
Indian Muslims' support to the
he AlICC
spokesman said. “"The demoli

+ tion ol Babri Masjid has eroded

the support.” He said, the pro-
cess of rethinking has, how-
ever, started among Muslims
in certain areas. This, he said,
does not mean that they have
come back to Congress.

Gadgil sald, “"there is a
Fruwtng feeling among Mus-
ims that if they vote for other
arties, that would ultimately
enefit BJP." The Muslims, he
said. do not want BJP to come
to power.

Replying to a question
whether the sensational
Hawala (illegal money transac-
tfion) case would affect
Congress in the Lok Sabha
pols. Gadgil said. "Common
ﬂtﬂp[f have welcomed the

awala action. We will make a
campaign that even people be-
longing to Congress were not
spared. That is
benefit out of it.”

Gadpil said Hawala has to-
tally shattered and demor-’
alised the pro-Hindu Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), which is
the main coftender for power

ow we hope to

Deadlock at Ctg

From Page 1

today. also for security reason.
Army personnel were seen
at strategic points in the city
today. The 12th day of non-co-
operation passed off almost
peacefully barring some stray
incidents of violence in the
city. According to witnesses,
few bombs were blasted at
Karnel Hat, Bahaddarhat, Bad-
shamia road and Ice Factory
Road while a taxi was damaged
by the pickets at Alanker cin-
ema crossing and another
tempo at Jubilee Road.
lice raided some houses
at Hazari lane and at Nasirabad
areas and arrested 8 persons
al:lgg with bomb making mate-
rials.

Few auto-rickshaws, tempos -

and rickshaws were seen ply-
ing on the roads but most of
the motorised vehicles stayed

‘Few shops and offices were
seen kept open only in the
city. -

The opposition parties in-
cluding Awami Le . Jatiya
Party and Jamaat-e-Islami held
. separate rallies in the city
where their leaders asked the
government to explain de-
ployment of army. They urged
the government not to push
the army in a state of con-
frontation with the people.

UNB adds: Opposition ac-
tivists staged protests against
the depl ent of army, hurl-
ing bombs at patrols and dam-
aging autorickshaws in the

'US doesn't want
“confrontation
- with China'

GENEVA, Mar 20: Washing-
ton is not seeking a con-
frontation with China, US am-
bassador to the UN Madeleine
Albright said today amid
escalating tensions ﬁetween
‘the two powers off the coast of
Taiwan, reports AFP.

"We are not seeking a con-
frontation with . China,"
Albright told a press confer-
ence, adding that the US had.
moved aircraft carriers into
the area "in order to avoid any
~ escalatian of this and we have
' made very clear that any ag-
gressive action would cause US
the gravest concern.”

. Beijing has been accused of
blatantly intimidating Taiwan
with a series of military and
naval exercises off the coast of
the breakaway Island,

at the centre.
Y

port cily yesierday.

The army troops picked up
14 youngsters on charge of
their involvement in violence.

Witnesses said eight crude
bombs were thrown f(rom a
hilltop at an armlvjcpﬂlrnl in
Tigerpass area at about 11 am.
None was reported hurt. .

Bombs were also thrown at
the army troops at szgen and
Alkaran, Cheragipahar and
near Alanker Cinema in the
morning, they said.

The opposition activists
damaged at least 15 autorick-

shaws in Newmarket. Oxygen,
Alanker, Amin Jute Mils and
Pahartali areas.

In the morning, army per-
sonnel, in separate drives in
Byejid Bostami and Shersha
colony areas nabbed eight

nun% men while they were al-
egedly making bombs.

They were identified as
Jainal Abedin., Selim, Milan,
Abul Khair, Muhammad Kamal,
Muniruzzarhan, Abul Kashem
and Masud. Another man
was arrested from Baradara-
ﬁarhat in Mirsaral thana when

e tried to da
Dhaka-Chittagong highway,

The army personnel also
picked up five people from
Cheragipahar area as they
threw bombs at them. Another

l\;nung man was arrested from
ahartali, '

Non-cooperation
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hours at Mirpur Section-10.
witnesses said. :

Police lobbed tear gas shells
to disperse the crowd. The
mob then took position at dif-
ferent areas wielding sticks
and pelting stones. One police
vehicle was dmm‘t:Fed by the

" mob, witnesses sai

At least two persons —
Ripen. 18, and Borhan — sus-
tained bullet injuries in the
incident. Thy were both admit-
ted to the Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital. hospital sources
said.
A bus driver Akhter Hos-
sain, 25, and one Asgar, 30,
received bomb injuries when

ickets threw cocktails in the

uses near the GPO at Moti-
jheel and in Panthapath re-
spectively, hospital sources
added. :

In another incident, one
Rustom Ali, 40, was injured in
-4 bomb blast in Motijheel at
around 11:15 am and he was
later admitted at the DMCH.

a truck on

. Snacks yesterday evening
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Two of the six JCD activists
— A K M Mozammel Hoque and
Md Jamaluddin Ahmed — were
caught by fellow employees fol-

.inwing this and were taken to
the 18th floor of the building.

An official of the Education
Ministry then took the two
under his shelter for their
safety. Police later rushed to
the spot and hruu%'nt them to
their camp ut the Secretariatys
accordiug to .. senior police of-
ficial. ' '

As the news spread inside
the Secretariat. many employ-
ees came out of their offices
and brought out processions
that marched within the Sec-
retariat compound, chanting
sln%_am for ensuring security.

he .demonstrators de-

manded that the stai. minister

' be remgved within 24 hours,
witnesses said.

They also gathered near po-
lice camp there, broke flower
tubs, ‘pelted brickbats and de-
-manded handing over of the
two to them. said an official.

Some sources claimed that
the JCD activists carried:fire
arms. Police. however, claimed
that no arms were recovered.

The two were latér shifted to

Rammna thana. where a case was
lodged in this: connection by
Kalu, said police. !

- sai

Brawl inside Sectt

Witnesses said Amanullah
Aman along with four others
were Seen Jeaving the Secre-
tariat at that time.

Some security personnel on
duty inside the Secretariat.
. 8ix persons entered the
premises at around 10:30 am
with entry passes collected
from the private secretary of a
state minister.

When contacted, Amanullah
Aman said he had heard that
two persons misbehaved with
some employees at the Secre-
tariat. He expressed concern
at the incident and said steps
should be taken to’ punish
them.

When he was told that they
claimed themselves as JCD ac-
tivists, the state minister said,
"l do not know them." et

Meanwhile. the city unit of
Bangladesh Government Em-,
Eluy:ea Solidarity Committee
Jhas demanded special con-
veyance allowance of Tk 100
per day from March 9,

- strengthening of security mea-

sures for the employees, and
compensation of Tk 200,000
for each of the employees who
were physically disabled dur-
ing the last elections.

It also called for immediate
formation of a caretaker gov-
ernment, said a press release
issued by the committee yes-
terday,
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govt only
way out'

Awami League leaders yes-
lerday demanded that the
1llegal government quit han-
ding over power to a neutral
caretaker overnment for
holding fresh election to the
sixth patliament, reports UNB.

"Cancel the farcical and
[raudulent election and ar
range fresh polls under a neu-
tral non-party caretaker gov-
ernment r)y sending reference
on it to the Supreme Court,”
Awami League Presidium
member Abdus Samad Azad
said at a protest rally at Banga
bandhu Avenue in the after-
(gl 6l i

'‘People want peace and sta-
bility. immediate solution of
the longstanding political  cri-
sis.” said Samad Azad, adding
that everyone would accept
opinion of the Supreme Court.
whatever it says about the for-
mation of caretaker, govern
ment

City Awami League organ
ised the rally to protest the al
leged punfire at the residence
ufgparl}r chief Sheikh Hasina on
Tuesday evening.

City AL president and DCC
Mayor Mohammad Hanif
presided over the rally. also
addressed by Abdul Mannan.
Abdul Momen, Zillur Rahman
Begum Sajeda Chowdhury.
Mozaflar Hossain Paltu, Matia

Chowdhury, Obaidul Kader,
Momtaz Hossain. Abul Hasan
Chowdhury and Rahmat Ali.

" Abdul Mannan said immedi-
ate formation of caretaker gov-
ernment to hold fresh election

is the only way out of the stag- |

gering political deadlock.

Abdul Momen said the
petple were united on the
question of free and fair elec-
tion under caretaker govern
ment and continuing the
monvement under the leader-
ship vl Sheikh Hasina.

Telephone boxes
set afire on
DU campus

By DU Correspondent

A group of unidentified
young men set fire to two tele-
hone distribution boxes and a
ishuk on the Dhaka Univer-
ﬁitxl_ri:]ampus yesterday noon.

e Incident left most of
telephone lines in the univer-
sity area inoperative till last
night.

Besidés. a number of cock-
tails were exploded at differ-
ent parts of the university yes-
lerday évening creating panic
among the general students. A
few rounds of gunshots were
also heard from, the TSC area.

Meanwhile, at a rally in
front of the Dhaka University
. the
Awami League-backed Chhatra
League demanded the immedi-
ale resignation of the Prime
Minister and cancellation of
February 15 “farcical® elec-
tions. '

Hasina
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caretaker government to im-
prove the economic condition
of the le by ensuring their
freedom of franchise.

She called for an allout
movement to realise the peo-
ple’'s demand at any cost.

The meeting was attended
by Muktijoddha Command
Council Chairman Principal
Ahad Chowdhury, Group The-
atre Federation President

- . Nasiruddin Bachchu, Khushi

Kabir of ADAB. Barrister
Amirul Islam of the Supreme
Court Bar Association, Presi-
dent of Dhaka University
Teachers' Association Dr A T
M Zahurul Hugq, Jatiya Kabita
Parishad President Syed
Shamsul Huq, Khalilur Rahman
Chowdhury and Anisul Huq of
the BGMEA, Dr S A Malek of

Bangabandhu Parishad. Khaled |
Khan of Radio-TV Artistes As- -
.sociation,

Dr Sharfuddin
Ahmed of the BMA. Dr Abdur

[
|

Princess Diana thanks four-year old Greta Born Tuesday

after she received a programme for the Royal Gala
performance by the English National Ballet at London's

Coligeum.

— AFP/UNB photoe

Opposition predicts |

hung Lok Sabha

NEW DELHI. Mar 20: Oppo-
sition parties predicted a hung
parliament and litical in-
stability today following the
announcement that
first general elections in five
years would be held in April
and May. reports AFP.

The Janata Dal (People's
Party). the dominant centrist
group, said no party would get
a majority In the 545-seat Lok
Sabha, the lower house of par-
liament, in the nationwide
balloting between April 27 and
May 21.

‘It will definitely be a hung

rliament.” Janata Dal leader

mvilas Praswan told AFP.
"Nobody will get a majority.”
Prakash Karat. a communist

! leader, d a hung parliament
. could ngfj be ruled out.

“But the possibility is that in
such a case, the (centrist-left-

! ist) third front will emerge as

the largest block (in parlia-
ment),” added Karat, whose
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) is the country's
largest left-wing group.

The two previous parlia-
ment polls in 1989 and
1991 led to the formation of
minority government. India's
first coalition government took
office in 1989 but collapsed
within 11 months, necessitat-
ing fresh polls. .

Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao also headed a
minority government after the
May-June 1991 polls, but this
Congress (I) Party man to
eventually cobble together a
majority by wooing several op-_
position MPs.

20 hurt as N'ganj
JCD factions clash

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Mar 20: At
least 20 ple were injured,
five of them received bullet
wounds, in a gunfight between
(wo F,mups of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) activists at
Mondolpara today.

The gunfight spread to sur-

- rounding areas including DIT

Razzak of Krishibid Institution. !

It was also attended by
Shirin. Akhtar of Nari Samaj.

. Nurul Islam of SKOP, Azizul Is-

lam Khan of Gano Oikya Jote,
‘Lutfor Rahman Riton, M R
Akhtar Mukul., dramatist Prof
Momtazuddin, Golam Kuddus
of Sammilita Sangskritik Jote,
Fazlul Huq, President of Pri-
mary School Teachers' Associ-
ation, Akhtaruzzaman, Presi-.
dent of College-University
Teachers’' Association, Kazi
Luthful Kabir of Diploma Engi-
neers’ Professional Council,
Hasan Imam of the Agitated
Citizens and Igbal Sobhan
Chowdhury of BFUJ, r

[slambagh fire
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firefighters were Shahaaat, 50,
Rezaul Kadir, 38, Abdur Razzak

and Ripon Barua, 25.

A number of the slum
dwellers  were also injured
when they tried to escape with
goods through the narrow and
congested lanes. -

None of the local people or
the firefighters could immedi-
alely ascertain the cause of the
fire. But some locals claimed
that they saw flames first over
a paint factory which engulfed
the area within a very short
time. Some alleged_that they
smelt spirit when the fire was
fast spreading.

The main lane that leads to

the slum is only 8 feet wide

and firebrigade vehicles cannot
enter it. -
The Ward Commissioner of

the area immediately after the

incident ordered extension of
the road and asked the
dwellers and land holders to
si:_:an: 6 feet land on each side
ol the road, it was learnt from
local people.

't &
|
i
|

¥

Market and Number 2 Rail
Gate areas.

‘Police fired a number of
shot guns and tear gas shells to
hri]ng the situation under con-
trol.

India's

Political analysts have also
redicted a hung parliament
rom the Lok Sabha scheduled
by the election commission on

Tuesday for April 27, May 2.
May 7 and May 21.

Congress leaders voiced
optimism they would win the
elections, but acknowledge it
would not be a sweeping vic-
tory :

“We will certainly get a ma-
jority though not a big one.”
said Congress spokesman
Vithal Gadgil.

A Congress MP who re-
quested anonymity was not so
optimistic. “"We will be a luck:
Il we get 200 (seats).” the M

The main o tion Hindu-
revivalist 4wy

J_lnatnPa.rly
(BJP, Indian People's Party
also claimed it would form the
next government but admitted

;‘1 oulright victory would not

casy.
BNP moves
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who is quallﬁrd to be an ad-
.viser”, as the chiel adviser. the

draft added.

The .advisers shall neither
be a member of any political
party. nor they will have any
affiliation with any party but
they must have the. qualifica-
tions for being a member of
Parliament. Besides. the age of

the advisers must be within'

73,

! It can be recollected that
the outline for a non-party
caretaker government sug-
ested I:Z Awami League chief
heikh Hasina proposed that
the chief justice or a retired
chief justice or a judge of the

Appellate Division of the

Supreme Court head the in-
terim administration.

The ruling’ arP' did not opt
for a sitting chief justice or a
judge on the ground that in
such cases, an additional ame-
ndment to the Constitution
would be required to bring
back the head of the caretaker
.administration to his original
job in the Supreme Court.
sources in the BNP said.

If the bill is a?::ptcd by
Pariament, it has to be put to
a referendum before being in-
corporated in the Constitution.

4 | been tryi

i
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tional 22.5 crore litres water a
day using ‘the walter from the
river Sitalakhya, easing the
crippling supply shortfall in
the capital ecity. = - !

The credit, gonsidered cru-
cial in view of increasing water

‘crisis in the capital, was nego-

tiated in June last year. It was
originally scheduled to be pre-
sented at the World Bank
board in September last. But
failure to meet the contract
out condition in the face of
stiff resistance from the WASA
workers and employees, the
credit could not be taken to be
board for approval.

The French government

'agrecd to supply equipment

for the proposed plant against
a tied grant but, they said, the
grant would be available only
after the approval of the IDA
credit.

« The government, on differ-
ent occasfons, made abortive
altempts to convince the
World Bank to reconsider the
contract out condition in view
of the workers' resistance. The
Bank argues thal. private par-
ticipation in revenue collection
would reduce WASA's mount
ing pilferage which is running
at around 52 cent.

“This tie, we have signalled
in clear terms to the WASA
employees than the govern-
ment cannot afford to surren-

. der the IDA credit.” said an of-

2 Dhaka W

| learnt to be

ASA zones

ficial. :

He said Syedabad treatment
plant was badly required to
meet the increasin mand of
water in the capital.

Dhaka WASA can now sup- 1

ply 67.8 crore litres per da
through 197 deep tubewells
against a daily requirement of
140 crore litres, leaving a
shortfall of about 60 per cent.

The WASA authorities were
lanning to install
some more deep tubewells. But
the official, quoting water ex-

rts, said increase in extrac-
fon of ground water was not
safe for the soil of Dhaka and
the WASA should go for surface
water sources.

‘Syedabad plant is badly re-
quired to save the city's water
supply from any disaster in fu-
ture." he said. \

Meanwhile, the workers
and-employees of Dhaka WASA
are again up to resist the latest
maove to contract out the two
zones to the private sector. A
recent meeting of the Dhaka

WASA Officers’ and Employees’ |

Untty Council resolved to re-
sist "by any means” any move
to contract out revenue collec-
tion.

"M there is any such move
alilaln. water supply in the
Dhaka city will be made crip-
pled.” says the resolution of
the meeting, copies of which
were sent to the Prime Minis-
ter and the LGRD minister

: trol" aver the country by
= ggging' the armed forces.” he

been killed in recent fighting
and shelling in
Chechen village of Samashki a
delegation of Chechen elders
who arrived here from the area
said, reports AFP

The report could not be in-
dependently confirmed as
Russian forces are still depying
access to Samashki. '

Russians have blocked thou-
sands of civilians who have
ng to flee the village
for the past three days on the
road from Samashki to the
neighbouring village of Sharoy,
villagers said '

“The Russiahs are shelling
relentlessly.” said Sadula
Yusupov. one of the elders

"Again this moming. when we -

left. we could hear planes and
helicopters bombard the vil-
lage." -

"More than 600 civilians
were killed in the first days,
March 15 and 16. in air raids
and by artillery. We buried
many of them. as well as we
could, in courtyards but there
are still many bodies in the
streets.” she added.

She said she had left the
village along with some 6,000
other civilans on Saturday, but
that they had been hrﬁi up
immediately by gunlire and
shelling.

Give opportunity
for carrying
newsprint: BSP

Leaders of the Bangladesh
Sangbadpatra Parishad (BSP)
yesterday appealed to all quar-
ters concerned to give oppor-
tunity for carrying. newsprint
for the newspapers. reports
BSS.

Prolessor Majidul Izlam
and Abul Kashem Majumder.
[:;rculdcnt and general secre-
ary respectively of the BSP in
a joint statement to the press
sald. due to countrywide
noncooperation,’
from Khulna newsprint mills
was not being distributed in
different areas of the country.
This resulted in abnormal rise
ol newsprint price in the mar-
ket, they added.

They expressed the ap-
prehension that this may lead
to closure of newspapers if
supply of newsprint from
Khuina newsprint mills is not
arranged soon.

Reaction
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terest of the people by uphold-
ing their glorious ' tradition
since 1971."

Jatiya Party acting chairman .

Mizanur Rahman owdhury
said the army should not be
used "against public opinion.”

“This is a natjonal army, and
can not be used against public
opinion. he said.

The JP leader told UNB
over telephone, "though the
calling out of the army in aid of
civil power is not ¢ontrary to
the existing law, but it is unfair
to force the le 1o obey il-
legal orders of the illegal gov-
ernment.” . ; .

Jamaat

Jamaat-e-Islami secrétary
general Moulana Matiur Rah-
man Nizami, reacting to the
deployment of army, said it
proved the futility of the pre-
sent goverhment.

Nizami reiterated people's
rejection of the Ftbrgar_',r 15
polls and observed that the

" deployment of the army was

the clear 'indication of the
government's inability” to face
the prevailing situation.

Workers Party

- Workers Party leader Rash-
ed Khan Menon said gov-
ernment bid to tackle the
volatile situation with army or
state of emer%cncly. ‘sidetrack-
ing a political solution’ of the
problem, would push the na-
tion into d greater danger.
“Virtually, this government
has np authority. is is evi-

dent from the bid-of BNP gov- *

ernment to reestablish its con-
de-.

JSD-Rab

JSD leader A S M Abdur Rab
castigated the government for
deployment of army, showing
no respect to the demand of
the people.

In a statement, he said that
the deployment of army would
make it "controversial." He
urged all concerned to keep
the armed forces above con-
troversy.

the west

newsprint

and equipment belongi
removed from the ;g;il:lg

(IFOR). reports AFP,

From Page 1

over the past 15 menths.

The three-year package be-
gins with a one-year intertm
fund of about $3 billien run-

ning from July 1996, with de-

cision-making and procure-
ment limited te contributing
donors and developing coun-
tries. The United States will
not contribute to the interim
fund: it is instead undertaking
to pay 8934 million remaining
due to fulfill its *commitment
to IDA's Tenth Replenishment.
which ends in June this vear.

In each of the two subse-
quent years. starting mid-
1997, all IDA donors will con-
tribute abouit $4 hillion to the
Eleventh Replenishment of
TDA.

‘This agreement provides a
strong financial base for IDA
for the next three years. and
that is a significant achieve-
ment.” said Sandstrom. "It
represents an exceptional ef-

Rahul Gandhi may

contest polls

from Amethi

. NEW DELHI. Mar 20: Rahul
Gandhi, son of assassinated In-
dian Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi, is preparing to contest
the Lok Sabha polls from his
father's constituency Amethi in
Uttar Pradesh, said a report in
the Indian Communicator yes-
terday. reports BSS.

The Communicator comes
out from Cochin, Kerala.

It Is speculated in the
E:lltlcal circle here that if

hul contests the election,
Sonia Gandhi, widow of Raliv.
will be in the field to
for the Cunﬁ:en Party not on
in Amethi but ‘also at other
places.

Indian Prime
Narasimha Rao will be too
happy to support Rahul's can-
didnture as that would
strengthen his hands, the re-
port said.

One killed
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Pakkerpul area and started fir-
ing and exploding hand bombs
and crackers which left at

least 38 injured. The gun fight

was continuing till the writing
of this report at midnight.

Repeated clashes between
the two rival groups have been
taking place in this area for
the last one month.

The grnuﬁv backed 'b
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal is |
by Wahab while the Chhatra
League backed group is led by
Selim.

The dead body was recov-

ered by Fatullah Thana

$22b IDA credit

Minister .

to the (Bosnian) army have bfi.‘l’::'i
Tito barracks.”
Moyer. a spokesman for the NATO-led

said Major Tom
Implementation Force

fort by donors to ensure that
IDA financing for poor coun-
tries’ development can con-
tinue without interruption.”
The IDA deputies empha-
sized that private sector-led
growth and social and envi-
ronmental sustainability are
the foundations of :ﬂ'gr:ttve
Foverly reduction. They called
or recipient countries to im-
Eruv: governance and to
roaden participation by the
poor in development.

To support |countries’
efforts. IDA's é)l:?l?:lf!'}l' Assis-
tance Strategies should build
systematically on poverty
assessments, publie expéndi-
ture reviews and environmen-
tal action plans. IDA should
encourage broad-based consul-
tations within recipient coun-
tries. and among donors. about
the development priorities
which drive country assistance
strategies, and should assist
governments to make analysis
of these issues widely available
to interested groups in the
country. they a : |

In formulating country
sirategies, the deputies said
economic policies should en-
sure broad-based, equitable
growth. They called for struc-
tural measures to expand ac-
cess of the poor — dnd espe-
cially poor women — to land
and to market opportunities,
and to reform legislation and
policies that worked to their

disadvantage.

- Perishable items
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quantity of fish in
trawlers. | -

The trawlers which had
gone to the sea before the be-
ginning of the opposition pro-

mme have started returning
ull with their catches, sources
concerned said. -

But these trawlers are now
stuck at the ghats and are not
being able to load their catches
into containers for export.

. At the same time, they are
running low on fuel and are
not able to operate their on-
board f[reezers to keep the
catches fresh. '

- "The oil companies are
not being able to provide us
with fuel. At the same time. we
can not pngathe oil companies
for fuel as banks are not func-
tioning,” said an official of a
deep-sea fishing company
based in Chit '

Meanw

their

hile, importers are
also cancelling their orders
because of the' uncertairity.
"Ships are not coming lo take

containers from the port.” said
the official. "As a result, our
talch is being stockpiled caus-
ing us huge losses."

Army c

to and from various places are
being obstructed causing im-
mense sullerings to the

ple. Educational institutions
eould not function due to dis-
ruptive activities jeopardisin

the future of the students an

causing concern to the

- guardians. at added.

"The er sections of the
people, particularly the daily
wage earners. are facing ex-
treme hardships being de-
prived of their livelihood.”

The Press Note said the
army will also ensure uninter-
rupted and safe passage of ve-
hicular and railway traffic
through Chitiagong-Dhaka
highway and railway. :

It said adequate security
measures have been taken to
enable ple ol all walks of
life to resume their normal ac-
tivities. _

Security sources said the
deployment has been named
"Operation Life Link."

The official sources said
the government has also de-
cided {o deploy armiy in other
parts of the country gradually
for restoration of normalcy in
public life.

They said the order for de-
ployment of army was issued
after Prime Minister Begum

alled out

Khaleda Zia held meetings
with Chief of Army StalF and
military officials on March 18.

The sources said the gov-
ernment was trying to restore
normalcy, maintain law and
order, and road and rail com-
munications by civil order in-
stead of impasing the state of
emergency. . ;
Witnesses said army have
been posted in -different
strategic points in the capital.
including road crossings, and
rooftops of government and
private offices.

Army vehicles were seen
Eatmuing the city thorough-

Official sources said army is
likely to escort the convoy of
vehicles carrying goods be-
tween Chit Dhaka.
- In the port city of Chit-
taFong, the army was posted at
all strategic points early mom-
1 Y.

ngzc;tvcrdz sonnel, assisted by

BDR and Ansar, took position
in bunkers at different road
crossings and on the rooftop of
government and private build-
ings. Army vans were seen pa-
trolling the city thoroughfares.
Most people stayed indoors
in the morning. The cit
dwellers, however, * start
coming out of their houses in
small numbers after 8 am.
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