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- What's Happening?

At uncertain times we become trouble-prone in
| so many ways. The Benapole fire is a simmering
case in point. An act of sabotage is suspected by lo-
cal official sources and members of the law enforc-
ing agencies.

It looks like & terrible accident though. Three
truck workers of Indian origin, on crossing to our
side of the border, lighted a kerosene stove to
cook underneath their large vehicle whjch then
exploded to start the devastating firé gutting goods
and property worth Tk 3-5 billion. It was broad
day-light, 1.30 pm or so; but no border guard took |
[them to task for ignoring a rule-of-the-thumb
safety precaution. Perhaps such aberrant cooking
style had gone on for some time by default not to
perhaps catch anyone's attention one time too
many. This has been a.. unpardonable oversight, tb

start with.

Basically, the landport was, in a given sense,
quite vulnerable to a disaster. either by an act of
sabotage or by a ¢ accident. Beelines of trucks
and gluts of goods had developed as the shutdown

on our side continued.

It is worthwhile to note that not only were three
godown burnt to ashes, 16 Indian trucks, laden
with merchandise. were also gutted. So, it has
been a huge loss to the exporters, importers,
truckers, and our customs establishment at
Benapole. There could be an inflated insurance
claim angle to it. Or was somebody up to discredit-
ing any opposition political party? The guess-work
can go on and on. The motive, if there was any at
all, needs to be established by a thorough-going
and professional investigation..

The inquiry must necessarily focus on what ap-
| pears to us to be border guard lapses and lack of
vigil on the part of the customs personnel. The
marked absence of any fire-fighting arrangement
at Benapole an entrepot of such a size, is inexpli-
cable. That as the flames spread, fire-fighters
came tolling their bells all the way from Jessore or
Satkhira towns sounds extremely uninspiring.

As an investigation is ordered into the incident
and it gets underway to unravel the truth, there
should be no passing of the buck around to confuse
the people unnecessarily. We want the episode to
end up streamlining the rather messy administra-
tion at Benapole.

Why Risk so Much?

Two foreign firms working at the Jamuna
Multipurpose Bridge (JMB]) site have been forced
| to postpone work and another may follow suit any
time. All because of the non-cooperation pro-
gramme that has led to a serious shortage of
essential input like the fuel ande the failure to re-
lease equipment from Chittagong Port. Under the

contract, foreign firms will get reimbursed on ac-
count of such unintentional delays. Definitely the

bridge is heading for quite a big cost overrun with
the continuation of the non-cooperation.

As things stand now, the country just manages
to limp forward because there are a few exemp-
tions from the all-out non-cooperation. In a stifling
situation these relaxations are appreciated but
then this is unquestionably outweighed by the fact
of our hurting the economy, development and so-
cial stability otherwise through the shutdown. The
JMB is nobody's private property. This huge pro-
ject belongs to the nation and delaying its work or
adding to its cost means a terrible loss to the na-
tion. Political prerogative cannot always be at,the
cost of the nation's vital interests in socio-eco-
nomic and developmental areas. Particularly where
|foreign investment and technical assistance are
involved, a disruption of the sort can have a far-
reaching negative impact on our economic
prospects.

It is this overriding consideration for the na-
tional economy and economic. ties with friendly
countries that demands unhindered work at the
JMB site. An unwritten understanding — a sort of
national consensus among the political parties —
not to disturb work at similar projects is a must.

The news that a car carrying two experts of a
Korean tirm came under attack is all the more
|disturbing and most unfortunate. Other techni-
cians feel threatened. That was an act of insanity.
Pushing it further will not only earn bad name for
the 'country but might also breed a negative atti-
tude to the contract. |

" Unbearable for them

“Bhat chai, taka chai, noile bari Jabar bus chai”
(want food and money or else a bus ride to get
back home) was the screaming slogan of an un-

on the Jahangirnagar University campus. The on-
going non-cooperation movement of the opposi-
tion parties made them bring up their grievance
before theé authorities in such a fashion. Their
plight can be easily imagined when thé&*postal or
courier services along with other types of commu-
nication with home remain suspended.

Like the country which is running on borrowed
time and perhaps resources, they have finished
their last buck and have also run out of the bLor-
rowing sources. They have only the university au-

|thorities to turn to now. Students of the JU — un-
* |like those at the DU who can count on part-time
jobs including that of a tutor — are really the
hardest-hit.

How their problem will be solved is not yet
known. Maybe the university authorities will do
something reasonable to. help them tide over this
crisis. But what about the teeming millions who
have nobody to turn to for iieir survival when they
are losing out on their daily wages? They are the -
greatest sacrificers. Even if they survive, will they

.ion provided all parties

“respective

common procession brought nat by some students |

be rewarded for their sacrifice
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constitutional crisis
has ~ developed over
the last two years as a
result of which the citizens of
the country are being driven to
despair. People are deprived ol
security of life and property
and their livelihood. The
engire society has become
hostage (o terror. Every day
valuable lives are being lost.
The national economy is
being pushed towards destruc-
tion. Industrial units, mills and
tactories are being shut down.
Goods are piling up in ports
and ships berthed in the port

-

are unable to load and unload.

Ships are being diverted away
to other ports. Hundreds of
garments factories have been
shut down while others are
expected to follow suit. Buyers
not being able to obtain deliv-
eries are diverting their
orders to factories in other
countries. The enormous loss
in foreign exchange :arntnﬁ;
threatens the existence of t

promising garment industry.
Farmers are suffering as a re-
sult of acute shortage in supp

of fertilizer and diesel. an

their not being able to take
their produce to markets. If
this situation continues they
will very soon face famine con-
ditions. The universities and
other educational institutions
are not functioning and
scheduled. examinations can-
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President Should Resume Dialogue

We should not forget that the country belongs to 120 million people and that no individual group or party by
adopting self-destructive courses in their pursuit of power should inflict disaster on the entire nation

not be held.
The "election”’ held on 15
February, 1996 without tic-

ipation of voters could not
roduce a representative Par-
Iinmt:nt acceptable to the
people. This controversial
election could not, therefore,
provide any solution to the cri-
8is.

- Toda
achiev

a consensus has been
on the basic issues

- leven if belatedly) that is. on

the need to hold as soon as
possible an election to Parlia-
ment. under a neutral care-
taker government. There is
continuing controversy he-
tween the government and the
three party-opposition on the
modalities or procedures for
installing a caretaker govern-
ment which drags on as both
sides continue rigidly to
maintain their respective posi-
tions. -

The President in response
to the urging of the political
parties including the ruling
party. professionals and con-
scious citizens from all walks
of life, had on 10th March ini-
tiated a national dialogue. This
raised hopes among the peo-

ple. The President had con-
sulted three former chief jus-
tices, had meetings with all
the parties represented in the
last Parliament. and with a
number of lawyers. with a view
to finding a way to resolve the
present crisis

We . on behalf of Gonoforum,
had met with the President
and subsequently sent him our
written_proposdl urging that a
caretaker government be ex-
peditiously established and
power transferred to it. A con-
sensus was discernible on the
appointment of a retired Chief
Justice. either Chief Justice
ShahabuddirmAhmed, who had
successfully headed the last
caretaker govermnment and
earned every one's respect b
the impartial manner in whicﬂ
he had discharged his respon-
sibilities, or If he, for any rea-
son. was not able to acce
this responsibility, then the
immediate past Czicf Justice.
If the procedural disagreement
corrtinued, the former Chief
Justices could be consulted
and thereafter this matter
could be referred under Arti-
cle 106 of the Constitution to

the Supreme Court for an ad-
visory opinion. Since the
Supreme Court is the ultimate
authority to interpret the
Constitution_ it is reasonable to
expect that if this courde is
adopted all parties would ac-

cept the opinion delivered by

the Supreme Court and pro-
ceed to implement it.

An effective consensus ha
already begun to emerge in t

course of the first round of"

consultations initiated by the
President. It is noteworthy
that Awami League and indeed
three-party o ition alliance
had indicated that a caretaker
government could be formed
on the basis of their earlier
proposal which had included
the suggestion that a former
Chief Justice could be ap-
pointed as the head of tl!:’e
caretaker government.

Just as the President's dia-
logue had begun to show posi-
tive prospects it was abruptly
brought to a halt by the Presi-
dent. resulting in disappoint-
ment and concern.on the part
of citizens. It was reasonable

to expect that when the first
round of consultations had

shown a broad consensus on
substance including. who
might head the neutral care-
taker (Fuvtrnment. the process
should have continued to nar-
row down the difference on
the procedural question and if
any difference remained this
could be referred to the
Supreme Court. :

We would. therefore. reiter-
ate our request that the Presi-
dent should resume the dia-
logue process today and seek
to narrow down the differ-
ences on procedure. [f this
done. or even if some gap re-
mains between the parties, the
matter should be referred
without delay to the Supreme
Court. Once the opinion of the
Supreme Court is obtained
then everyone should concert
their pressure on the govern-
ment and all parties “con-
cerned to take necessary steps
in compliance with the opin-
ion of tﬁe Court.

. We have, for the last two
years. been urging that politi-
cal and constitutional discord
should be resolved throu

discussion and di . Unfor-
tunately this has not been

- gacrilices o

done. angd the crisis has 110w
deepened alarmingly We have
consistently n aintajned that
the resolution of the crisis
through dialogiie is a must i
the interest of the people and
the national economy

While we.are entering the
25th anniversary of our inde.
pendence we should recall the

_ those who laid
down their lives ﬁ:-r our inde

pendence. We rnust rise above
sectional and party interests
and unitedly move forward to

protect owr motherland. Qur
people want to survive as self-

respecting citizens. People
wish to work in the fields. in

the {actories and in the offices.
and want normalcy to return

to their lives. People crave for
democracy and the rule of law
and for a civil society. We
should not forget that the
country belongs to 120 million
people and that no individual
group or party by adopting
self-destructive courses in
their pursuit ot power should
inflict disaster on the entire
nation. This cannot be allowed
to hdppen. g

Let each one of us draw
upon our inner strength to
unite together to protect our
rights and to establish,
through a people’s movement.
that power indeed belongs to
the people of B adesh.
The author is thePresident of
Ganoforum |

For a Presid

N the face ol 24-month
long stand-of that has
virtually brought the cou-
niry to the rulnt ol a total
collapse. the head of the Head
ol the State was perhaps
hung/bent down in shame. bul
upon an instant advice by the
prime minister and BNP
chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia, president overhauled his
strength and started moving
for a solution lhmuﬁh dialogue
with the political parties
concerned and consultation
with legal and constitutional
experts including two former
chiel justice. In a statement of
the nation on March 15, first
since his becoming the Presi-
dent, he said : "From a thor-
ough study of the constitution
and opinions received from
legal experys. it appears that
the President has limitations
and the constitution® is
required to be amended to
accommodate the provision for
formation of caretaker gov-
ernment (CTG) followed by a
countrywide referendum.”
Appreciating the views of the
opposition and constitutional
experts on CTG he lold,: "A
Presidential Reference, as sug-
Eeated by some of them. may
¢ made to the Appellate
Division of the Supreme Court
under Article 106 of the
Constitution to seek its opin-

He warned : "National con-
sensus cannot be reached un-
less the concerned parties
show more flexibility’ in their
positions” and
pointed out very specifically :
"The ruling party has accepted
the main demands of the op-
position of holding a fresh
election and they have also
agreed to pass a bill on CTG in
the first session of the 6th
Sangsad and hold pgeneral
election by May under cg’m

President's statement was a
clear indication to the futility
ol the outcome of dialogue ini-
tiated by him apparently upon
requests by the cbncerned po-
litical parties and professional
groups like FBCCI, ADAB. in-
telligentsia of various groups
and shades of opinions but, ac-
tually upon an instant advice b
the Prime Minister and BN
chairperson Khaleda Zia.

The opposition denounced
the statement saying that the
President just echoed the
views of BNP Ironically eno-
ugh, within the passage of 24
hours President substantiated
the opposition's blame by
summoning the 6th Sangsad to
a session at 4pm on March 19.

My sincere intention is to

focus on the points and situa-
fion under which the nation is
supposed to suffer with refer-
ence to the powers and func-
tions of the President and the
election to elect the President
according to articles, clauses
and sub-clduses of the consti-
tution amended by the 12th
Amendment and the inherent
weakness therein.
- In fact, 1o speak the truth,
the condition of President
Abdur Rahman Biswas is al-
most like a "fish out of water"
first., out of his obligation to
the constitution named as
Constitutional Obligation and
secondly, perhaps out of his
obligation te the BNP that
backed him to the office of the
head of the state.

Constitutional Obligation

The articles, clauses and -

.sub-clause directly or indi-
rectly connected with the
powers and functions of the
President of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh are : 1.
Article 48 (1), (2). (3). (5),
read with article 56 (3) and 95
(1) dealing with powers and

functions of President. 2.

Sir, Congratulations to the
BGMEA on holding a most suc-
cessful rally amid bomb lo-
sions. We salute all the 5
and workers who assembled at
this critical juncture for voic-
ing their demands to save
garment sector and the coun-
try from economic ruins.
Statements made by the rep-
resentatives were courageous,
neutral and to the point — just
what the doctor ordered. The
demands are simple:

To the government — if you
cannot take steps to protect
and keep this most essential

Article 72 (1). (2), (3) and (5)
dealing with sessions ol par-
liament. 3. Article 93 (1). (2).
(3) and (4) dealing with ordit
nance making power of
President. 4. Article 106 deal-
ing with advisory jurisdiction
of Supreme Court. 5 Article
119 (1), ab.c. dealing with
lunctions of Election
Commission 6. Article 52 (1),
(2). (3) and (4) dealing with
the Impeachment of the
President.

The most important as di-
rect referen¢e to understand
the constitutional position of
the president are the following
that need to be highlighted for
immediate attention :

Article 48 (1) reads : There
shall be a President of
Bangladesh who shall be
elected by member of parlia-
ment in accordance with law.
Clause (2) reads . the
President shall. as Head of
State, take precedence over all

other persons in the state, and -

shall exercise wers and
perform the duties conferred
and imposed on him by this
copstitution and by any other
law. Clause (3) reads : In the
exercise of afl his functions,
save only that of appointing the
prime minister pursuant Lo
clause (3) of article 56.and the
chief justice pursuant to clause
(1) of article 95, the President
shall act in accordance with
the advice of the prime minis-

ter.
Article 57 (2) reads : If the

prlmt minister ceases (o re--

tain the support of a majority’
of the members of parliament.
he shall either resign his office
or advise the president in
writing to dissolve parliament,
and if he so advises the
President shall. if he is
satisfied that no other member
of parliament comumnands the
support of the majority of the
membérs of parliament, disso-
Ilves parliament accordingly......
. Clause (3) says : Nothing in
this article shall disqualify the
prime minister for holding
office until his successor has
entered upon office.

Article 52 (1} reads
President may be impeached
on a charge of violating this
constitution or of grave mis-
conduct, preferred by a notice
of motion signed by a majority
of the total member of mem-
bers of parliament............. :
Clause (4) reads : If after the
consideration of the charge a
resolution is passed by par-
liament by the votes of not less
than two-thirds of the total
number of members declaring
that the charge has been sub-
stantiated, the President shall
vacate his office on the date on
which the resolution is passed.

In realityconstitution made
it clear that President shall
have precedence over all
others in the state includin
the prime minister, head o
the government, and shall act
upon advice by the prime min-
ister excepting appointing
prime minister and chief jus-
tice. If analysed carefully it is
also found that even appointing
the prime minister is also
conditional constitutionally
that asserts that President
shall appoint as the prime
minister a member of parka-
ment who appears to him to
command the support of the
majority of members of par-
liament, article 56 (3). Even
the apEnmtmcnt of chief jus-
tice is basically based on a set
of disciplines, norms and val-
ues which the President hardly
breaks, if not necessitated
otherwise. President has to
work within the tfour walls and
limit of this constitutional
frame, otherwise he has to face
impeachment under article 52.
Our President has constitu-

then you

sectoy operating,
have business running the
country.

To the opposition — keep
the ports, factories and any
other elements related to this
trade out of your pregramme.

News of Bangladesh navy
intervention in Chittagong port
operations was like music to
our ears. :

A Desperate Maker
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Let the journalists
work

Sir, During the recent polit-
ical action programmes, a

by Sinha M A Sayeed

tionally been made a titular
head of the state by the 12th
amendment to the constitu-
tion. Not a single voice was
heard or sounded within or
without parliament who could
even sympathetically inted
put : What should be the con-
stitutional provision for the
President if the situation urges
him to take an initiative for a
solution which the ruling party
[ails to accommodate 8i-
tively? This very lack of far-
sightedness was later on de-
tected by Chief Justice Shahab-
uddin Ahmed who through
11th amendment constituti-
onally found path to go back to
the office u!P?:hi:f justice of
Bangladesh {rom that of the
president of the caretaker’
government. On October 10.
1991 in his address to the
Supreme Court' Bar Associa-
tion, first after his come-back.
the Chief Justice noted with
very dissatisfaction that the
powers and functions of the
President under the newly
introduced system of parliame-

ntary from of government
through 12th amendment has
been to such a limit
where] the t has
nolh’aﬁ to do substantially but
to .ofler ’'prayer at  the
graveyard'.’

Our leaders might have
been influenced by the then
‘political turmoils in Pakistan
and the role of its President
Golam Ishaque Khan who by

‘dint of his constitutional pow-

ers initiated such an unhealthy
and unbecoming parliamentary
democratic atmosphere that
finally brought the untimely fall

" of the elected government of

Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz
Sharif government luckily
escaped the wrath after having
been blessed with a verdict by
Lahore High Court. -
But they ‘tould have taken a
stock of the theory and prac-
tice of parliamentary democ-
racy being followed in India
since its birth on August 15,

1947.
This is very inferesting to

note that whenever our leaders
or political parties moved for.a
system they tailored that only
to suit their instant party or
%mup interests. The 5th and
th amendments introduced a
kind of "presidential form of
dictatorship” under president

'Zia and President Ershad in

the name of 'presidential form

. of government'. Their prime

ministers were more or less
like the president under the
12th amendment. of course,
with variations in a different
perspective.

Political Obligation

The concept of head of the
government under a parlia-
mentafy system of democracy
originated from the role and
position of King/Queen in the
British system of parliamenta
democracy. the motherland o
modern democracy.

The British sysfem. mostly
based on conventions, :cus-
toms, norms and values, ac-
cepted the King/Queen as a
compromise forrhula that gen-
erated concepts liKe "King/

.Queen reigns, does not rule”

"il a parliament passes a bill
giving the King/Queen even a
death senterlce. the King/
Queen has no choice but to
sign it” and with birth and
development of more and
more political parties the bal-
ance has not yet been jeopar-
dised.

But in case of a country or

- countries where King/Queen

does not exist and where this
can not be introduced, a pro-
cedure is sure to be tollowed
10 lind out a head of state andl
the possible best practicible

injured or even killed while

they were on duty, The most
tragic incident occured when a
}rﬂungdjuurnalist. Kamruzza-
man, died when he was dis-
chargin% his professional re:
sponsibilities in Nilphamari. It
is indeed very much shocking.
We would appeal to both the
government and the opposi-
tion parties to let the journal-
ists work during any political
pProgramines. low the jour-
nalists discharge their duties
independently.
M Zahidul Haque
BAI. Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,

Dhaka- 1207 .
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“again and again because t

choice is "election”.

Keeping this reality _in true
perspective, article 48 (1)
reads: There shall be a si-
dent of Bangladesh who shall
be elected by members of par-
liament in a accordance with
law. Article 50 (1) .says
Subject to the
this constitution, the presi-
dent shall hold office for a
term of five years from the

~ date on which he enters u
that

his office, provided
notwithstanding the expiration
ol his termm the President shall
continue to hold office until
his successor enters upon of-
fice. Clause 2 says : No person
shall hold office for more than
two terms. It has further been
asserted that President shall
be elected by a majority mem-
bers of parliament. Consti-
tution does not say whether
he should belong to a party or
not. But constitution made it
clear pursuant to article 50 (4)
['a member of parliament
is elected as President, he
shall vacate his seat in
parliament on the day on
which
oflice as President.

basis ol the con:

ept_of election to the office of
fﬁ?ﬂnﬂ_af the state gives

birth to two possible alterna-
tive approaches as follows : a)

Nomination from within the

ﬂart}r structure line ; b)
omination from witheut the
part?r structure/line.

If a nomination is decided
from within the party struc-
ture/line, it must go to a per-
son or party leader below the
rank and file of the party chief.
It happened in  case of
"Mohammedullah., a former AL
office. secretary under Banga-
bandhu and Abdur Rahman
Biswas. an ex-vice
BNP under Khaleda Zia.
Mohammedullah was virtually
insignificant to prime minister
Bangabandhu. father of the

provisions of

* leader It is wiser

he enters upon his |

president of

, orv or a sort

nation. President

leader BNP
Kha

aving been elected to the of-
fice o

Zia is learnt to have passed a

m e to the ent-elect
Abdur rhahmnn- iswas to meet

her at the former's of-

fice. Biswas's elevated position
could not duly be weighed by

his leader.
So, the em of nomina-
tion from within the party

structure/line is that it arises
eference

from party ghief's
proved historically,

th* it is
ardly commits a mistak® to

find out such a nominee.
A part]y may also feel that
instead ol nomina a party

go for a non-part rsonal
who has enough {rnf:grl; ait:ﬁ
maturity with a legal {m:k-

ground and who cormhmands /

the confidence of the nation as
a whole at the same time

responsible to the party.
Bangabandhu picked up Abu
Sayeed Chowdhury as the head

of the state on consideration of

his outstanding contribution to

ary not
be helpful mmmmm t

g:mldcnt may feel tempted for
ing re-elected addressing

himself to the majority party in

parlidament at the defiance of .
.national interest and that's

why it is in the air that the sit-
ting president Abdur Rahman

Biswas has been offered’

Presidency by BNP for the sec-
ond term for which he may
have to be obliged to BNP, :
Therefore, constitutionally
and politically President of the
Republic has been under two
obligations and it is a call of
the time. the nation and 4he
reality to devt:lol? a third the-
ol compromise

the President. Khaleda

better to

ent Who Can Take an-Initiative

Biswas's
overall position to his party
chairperson

leda Zia can be uncﬁruaod
from a reference that hap-
ned immediately after his

formula so that President in
time of crisis of any nature may
initiate a move or dialogue be-
ing at least for the time being
above ﬁarty or group interests.
- In such a background the fol-
lowing suggesfions are put
forward for -immediate taki
into account by the pnlmcrﬁ
parties while dealing with the
ers and functions of the
ad of the state in the coming

parliament :
1. Let the office of thé
President of the People's

Republic of Bangladesh be
fixed for one term only for a

non-party outstanding person-
ality with enough integrity and
maturity having a legal back-

ground who at the same time
enjoys the confidence of the
nation as a whole. It is’ better
to go for a retired Chief
Justice or retired Justice of
the Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court of adesh.
2. Let there be a constitu-
tional provision that as the
head of the state, as the custo-
dian of the constitution and as
the commander-in-chief of
Armed Forces President of the
Republic shall enjoy a set of
powers to deal with a national
crisis, political or otherwtse,
rovided the party-in-power
s failed to. cope with' the.

~ same positively within the

time frame of say 60/90 days.
3. Let the president mowve
for an initiative either with a
ref. to the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court or at his
own without a prior advice
from tHe prime minister. |
We have meanwhile suffered
a lot in almost all areas. Qur
]Jrcﬂligc and dignily have been
owered. Bul as a nation "We .-
must stand with the head high
in pride, not with the face
hung down in shame.” The
sooner our political and

leaders realise this, the better
for us all. : '
The wr#ter ,is Joint

Secretary for International
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Many of us are now hopeful
that the present political
stalemate will be over within
foreseeable future but the
question is, will it be the last
one? Definitely not. | am not
being sceptical but if past ex-

eriences are anything to go
y. then this must happen
S is
our political culture. The

oliticians here have more

aith on movement in the
streets than on the Parliament .
itself. I just do not understand
why do they try to go to the
parliament rather than
remaining on the street,
where they belong. They have
béen getting results from their
movement on the street and
this encourages them to
continue this wunhealthy
practice. For their personal
gains, keeping the nation and
its economy hostage is a mere
political strategy to them.

I have wondered why this
has to happen to our impover-
ished country where most im-
portant thing in life to 90 per
cent of population is two
square meals a day and a roof
over their head and politics is
the last thing in their mind. In
my humble opinion the rea-
sons for this could be at-
tributed to following: '

Politics is a protession here
and is a means ol livelihood to
most politicians and motive
behind entering such a profes-
sion is to get control of state
machinery in order to plunder
the national resources under
their control for personal
gains.

Disproportionately large
public sector in the country
gives them easy access to the
resources of the public under-
takin% This results in their
midriff to bulge and at the
same time chocking the na
tional enterprises is is one
of the reasons why successive
governments have not disin-
vesled the government under-
takings that are bleeding the
nation to white inspite of re
pcaled promises by them to do
s0. So long as these easy

L]

Non-partisan Government is Required
for Five Years and Not for Five Months

Salahuddin Ayubi

sources of making money re-
main open to the polificians,
their lust for taking control of
siate machinery will remain.
Another thing is that the
entire administrative machin-
ery has been deliberately kept
corrupt. so that these un-
scrupulous politicians can {ish
in- trnubl:dpo waters for their
personal gains
rupt officials under their
thumb. It is incredible that a
well meaning government
cannot control corruption
within its own administration.
In order to have a peaceful
working atmosphere in the
country, we need a govern-
ment that will govern the least
and must not involve itself in
any business other than those

. that are of vital national inter-

est but where private capital is
shy. Maintenance of law and
order, peaceful and congenial
working atmosphere and cql-
lectian of revenue shall be the
government's primary busi-
ness. The government's atti-
tude must also be business-
man-like as can be seen in
Singapore eic. The adminis-
tration must remember that
public money is not for squan-
dering or throwing away or
charity

Our politicians have miser-
ably failed to give us the kind
of leadership needed to pull
this impoverished nation out of
the curse of poverty though
they have done well for them
selves Condition of Malaysia or
Indonesia was no better than
ourselves in the 60s but in
past 25/30 vears. they have
achieved an economic gmwlh
of which we can only dream
People in those countries are
not smarter than us or they are
not more hard working than
us. The difference lies in the
quality of leadership In our
countiry the politicians have
Prnv&d themselves as the
viggest liabihty to this impov
erished country whereas lead
ers in those countries are their

by keeping cor- ~
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principal assets.
It is in this context that .l
suggest to our politicians to
give us a break and they should
immediately go into a political
hibernation for a period of five
years and allow a neutral and
non-political government to
work for brin the nation
on to the track so that politi-
cians can take over a better’
Bangladesh after five vears in
order not to méss it up again.
The task before the non-po-
litical government would be:

-a} Reform has to be brought
in to our outdated judicial sys-
tem so that justice can be dis-
sed ‘with quickly. If need

. the reforms made by the
newly-emerging countries may
be used as references.

b} Establish a transparent.
efficient and honest adminis-
tration through an administra-
tive reform

¢] Disinvest all public en-
terprises so that government
could concentrate on running
the -business of the state ethi-
ciently. the job they are nor-
mally supposed to be doing.

d) Introduce political re-
forms based on he well tried
and proven systems of newly-
emerging couniries e ¢
Malavsia. Singapore. Taiwarn.
Hong Kong., Korea etc A code
ot comluct for our politicians is
also needed

e) Agrarian and land relorm
for the better utilisation ot
land for the benefit of maxi
mum population of the country |
is long overdue Land reforms
of Taiwan can be used as a
guide. Interesting tinng about
their reform was that neghgi

ble number ot people were
hurt by the retonmn

This writer 1s confident
once these baswos are nnple
mented without tear or favoun
by dedicated and patrionn
teaders. we can ook forward

to a bright future We have the
ability and the miallhipeiive 1o
a« hieve  rapid U IO
progress unless ol course ol
politicians use therr el
gence 10 put spike on
wheels aof progress
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