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NEWS BRIEFS
Businessman
stabbed to death

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, Mar 18: A
businessman was stabbed to
death by some muggers at
Kadamtala on Kishoreganj-
Karimganj road last night. The
victim Dulal, 30, of Bhatia vil-
lage was returning home a
rl'glmhaw whtnnﬁm mugtg:'.ri
altacked him. _

Quantity ef rice
under OMS increased

The government has de-
cided to increase the quantity
of rice selling under the open
market sale ([OMS} system. As
per the decision., two tons of
rice will be sold at each 90
sales centre of the city every-
day from today ins of one
ton, said a PID handout yuu:r
day, reports UNB.

Repolling in

Comilla-9 tomorrow

COMILLA, Mar 18 -
Hing in 28 centres of -9
constituency will be held on
March 20. According to the
district election officials, the
election in the centres was
postponed on March 6 follo-

wing massive violence, reports
UNB

38 more MPs
take oath

Thirty-eight newly elected
parliament members includin
470 woman members electe
from the reserved seats for

women took oath at the
Sangsad Bhaban, vyesterday.
Speaker Shaikh Razzak Al

addministered the oath. ac-
rording to a press release. re-
ports BSS

* L
One killed in
road accident
fOMILLA Mar 1% A mud
nan was killed and
wrere {njured
wiirt, 41, astanickshaw over
liirred at Kabsila it Burirchang

thana nn bhaka-Chitt £
highway torlay, reports
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JS session
amid Oppo

The sixth Jatiya Sangsad

s into its first session at

00 pm today amid an si-

tion p mme to gherao the

Sang Bhaban and observe
the day as 'black day.’

The mainstream opposition
on Saturday announced the
programmes to ‘resist legali-
sation of the parliament”
hours after the President had

summoned the new parliament

into session.
The three major opposition
— Awami . Jatiya
and Jamaat-e-Islami —
that the February 15
parliamentary polls, is de-
mamding scrapping of the
"farcical” elections, resignation
of the BNP government and
formation of a non-p care-
taker government to hold a

By Staff Correspondent

fresh election of the sixth

Ja Sangsad.

lg: the eve of the parlia-
ment session, the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police last might
imposed Section 144 in the
areas suwrrounding the parlia-
meht building banning rallies,
demonstrations and proces-

New cabinet
~ today
By Nazmul Ashraf
Chairperson of the ruling
BNP and Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia is sched-

uled to formr a new cabinet to-
day. an authoritative source

told The Daily Star last night.
See Page 12 Col 3

begins today

sition gherao

sions and carrying of illegal
arms.
The session is ed to
be short-lived. According to
parliament secretariat sources,
in the order of the day, elec-
tions of the Speaker and the
Deputy Speaker would take
lace first. It would be fol-
owed by the elections of a
panel o
obituary reference would be
adopted. to be followed by
tabling of 19 ordinances and
delivery of the President's
speech. -
The BNP will not introduce
its bill for non-party caretaker
overnment in the Hause to-
ay. The bill will be introduced
in the House on the next
working day of the session. the

See Page 12 Col 3

chairmen. Then an’

Oppos@tion to
gherao JS
today

By Staff Correspondent

The mainstream opposition
will observe "Black Day" today

rotesting the installation of
he sixth parliament that goes
to its first session this after-
noon. .

Awami ue, Jatiya Party
and qam;gbc-lalami h?d also
announced sepdrate plans to
guﬁemo the Parliament

ilding on the day. .

While announcing their
idemtital protest programmes
on Saturday, after summoning
of the sixth parliament, the
three parties.termed it as a
""bogus parliament elected
through a farcical poll on

'February 15"
Meéanwhile, Commissioner
of the Dhaka Metropolitan Po-

lice (DMP) last night imposed

a ban on staging demonstra-
tions, processions and rallies

and c arms and explo-
sives ar the Ja Sangsad
BHavan area. The ban order

would remain effective till the

end of the first session of the

sixth parliament, said a DMP
See Page 12 Col 2
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at Benapole landport

&IESSGRE. ‘Mar 18: Goods
an rty worth ,about five
huncﬂ'mrgre taka were gut-
ted today at Benapele landport
in a devastating fire, report
UNB, BSS.

There was, however, no ca-
aualt¥ in the fire at the coun-
try's la
ing India,

Witnesses and police said
the fire originated at about
1:30 pm from a burning stove
explosion near No-1 own at
the port while an Indian truck
driver was cooking under his
vehicle.

Official sources and the
members of the law enforcing
agencies confirmed the inci-
dent as an 'act of sabotage.'

BSS correspondent re-

rted that the fire originated
rom a kerosine stove when
three Indian citizens after en-
terinF' into Bangladesh terri-
tory, from across the border in
the guise of truck worker were

rgest landport, border-

engaged in cooking in the
stove.

The fire instantly spread to
the nearby sheds of the
godown and burnt to ashes
three of its largest sheds -
Shed Nos 7, B and 10 - where
valuable commodities, includ-
ing motor vehicles, tractors,
chemicals, machinery and cot-
ton yarn were stored.

e raging flames also gut-
ted some 16 Indian trucks,
parked inside the godown for
unloading -imported goods,
mostly chemicals and yarn.

According to police and
Customs sources, the gutted
items, include 10 microbuses,
11 Maruti cars, six tractors
and huge yarn, dyes, chemicals
and machinery.

Joint Collector of Benapole
Customs Mannan Patwari esti-
mated the loss at around Tk
500 crore. Clearing and For-
warding agents, put the figure

See Page 12 col 8
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Hasina urges President

Refer to SC caretaker g
govt for 6th JS polls &

By Staff Correspondent
Awami League chief Sheikh :
Hasina terday urged the Amidst anti-government

President to make a reference
to the Su Court d-
ing formation of a caretaker
ment for holding elec-

s for the sixth Parliament.
Reitera her demand for
scrapping the Febru 15
'fl ::.lhrolli*. the AL -
dent , "Peace can be re-
stored in the country if the

. President initiates a reference

to the Supreme Court.”
Sheikh Hasina was address-

a at the Panthap-
ganised by the to mark the
76th birth annivérsary of

- Batgabandhufheikh Muofbyr

Seni rtﬁ coll
r:nl.ned E; E in e;:;:;
ributes to the memory o

slogans by party su ers,
Hasina .called ,upon the 3;3'
ernment to ."stop bloodshed
and meet people's demands
immediately.” ‘ '

Without directly referri

to the move initiated by -
dent Abdur Rahman Biswas, at

the of the Prime Min-
ister, the nt
litical crisis th talks,
AL chief said: “The Presi-
dent betrayed the tion
as well as the sum-
moning session the Ja

Sangsad, constituted illegally
through an election of vote-

o e SaSd S

' movemen

- Jatjya Party and Jamaat-e-ls-
See Page 12 col 7
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| Ntm-cm ration -
Series of clashes at -
Mirpur: 30 hurt

By Staff Correspondent

Hours-long clashes and
of party offices ri-

val I activipts at Mirpur
and stray incidents of violence
| in some of the city left at
least 45 injured on the
10th day yesterday of the

Oppositions’ non-cooperation
programme. :
ktails were hurled at a
police water cannon vehicle
and three police vans came
under mob attack at Pallabi in
Mirpur during the violence
that started at about 2:30 pm
and continued till late in the
with a few hours' lull

in between. Y peo-

ple were injured in the cla-
Trouble bega

ouble n in Mirpur

Section 10 when Awami

League processionists march-
ing towards the Panthapath to
attend a party, were attacked
reportedly by BNP activists at
around 2:30 pm., witnesses
said.

The attackers hurled sev-
eral crackers and fired gun-

shots crutlnﬁ panic in the

area. locals Violence

than spread to Kazipara,
mm.ﬂmr 6

The mob then started dam-
aging rickshaws and shops
indiscriminately and torched
an autorickshaw at Kazipara.

The rival groups were then
ed in al s,
gunshots, crackers

-and crude bombs besides set-

ting ablaze ward-level party of-
fices of their opponents, said
witnesses.

The violence however
cooled down at about 5 pm
when E:Ilnc lobbed tear gas
shells to disperse the cl

ps

Fresh violence erupted as a
rumour of a killing spread in
the area at aroun 00 pm.
T:c:h v:fgnc: spread to
Technic and Mirpur
Sections 1|, m 12.

This correspondent while
visiling the area at about 10

See Page 12 Col 3
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Jf’ Secy Gen tells The Daily Star
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Bangladeshi m

agician Jewel
Aich on the historic win of the
World Cugﬁtﬂcktt champi-

onship by Lanka came true
when it was made public
amidst cheers from a jam-
acked audience at the Na-
ional Press Club yesterday,
reporta BSS.

Aich made the forecast in

of the Press Club au-

ties and lists on the

eve of Sunday's c::cmlﬁ fAinal

between Sri Lﬂ’:ﬂ and Aus-

tralia at the Gad Stadium in
Lahore, Pakistan.

Written an a white paper. it
was sealed up in a packet and
locked inside an iron box
which was kept at the Press
Club reception until its disclo-
sure yesterday afternoon. The
key of the iron box. however

Was in safe cust in thn':
vault ol the Press Club branch.
of Bank.

ullah, a senior journal-
ist and former managing direc-
tor of Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS), opened the
iron box, unfolded the paper
containing the forecast and

See Page 12 col B

The contending political
camps have 'vi reached a
consensus on the major issues

including elections under a

non-p caretaker govern:
ment fresh polls May
this year.

"Now a t mowve

seeking Supreme Court opin-
fon on a legal framework on
the basis of the political
agreement would help resolve
the impasse”.

This was stated by Jatiya

' Party Secretary General Anwar

Hossain Manju in an interview
with The D Star yesterday
afternoon. . -

The JP leader further said
"As both the government and
the tion are now com-
mitted to holding elections
under a caretaker administra-
tion. none of the parties
to outwit each

- other”. Such attempts would

only add to the already

vated situation. he cautioned
He rioted that the political

parties concerned h in the

past always tried (o outsmart

each other which eventually

Political camps have 'visibly
reached a consensus'

By Nutul Kabir

ated the situation.

"All the partiés in the
country which have so far
tasted state power since inde-
pendence have earned consid-

L T —— e ——

Anwar Hossaimn Manju’

rrable notoriety for vote rig-

ging. The e are now con-
vinced that only a non-party

can ensure their
anchise”, Manju said.

"It would therefore defi-
nitely be counter-productive if
any party tries to subvert the
process of consensus on the
caretaker government issue '

he added.

Turni::f o economie impli-
cations the political crisis,
Manju said the unrest has
pus the national economy
on the verge of coll and it
would take at least t
to recover, even If the crisis is
regolved 'right at the mo-
ment.”

The JP leader. also an in-
dustrialist, maintained that
the political unrest had af-
fected the rich more than the

Both the ’gum' and low in-
come, group have been suffer-
ing due to the prevailing polft-
ical crisis, but the big en-
trepreneurs are the worst vic-
tim of the impasse, Manju re-
marked

When his attention was
drawn to the fact that le
in general were not joi
opposition activists on the

See Page 12 col |
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Foreign fi

Construction work of the,
700 million US dollar Jamuna
Multipurpose Bridge (JMB)
came to a halt yesterday as the
foreign companies :tr.;fped
work because the political cri-
sis affected their operation,
according to sources con-
cerned. .

The Korean firms, Hyundaj
cnnltmcti? the main bridge
under ontract-1 and
Samwhan, working on the ap-
proach road under Contract-2
and 4 have already stopped
work. it has confirmed yester-

'The Dutch contractor,

" Clinker-loaded -

cargo vessel
sinks in Pashur

KHULNA, Mar 18: A clin-
ker-loaded cargo vessel sank
in the river Pashur at small
hours today. threatening the
green channel to the Mongla
port, reports UNB.

Police and port sources said
the cargo vessel. MV Hudaibia,
suddenly capsized at Chila Ka-
maljal point on the green

See Page 12 col 7

By Inam Ahmed -

HAM-VOA, working on the
river, {raining component un-
der Contract-3, is also con-
templati stopping work. It
has already sent a number of
letters to the JMB Authority
expressing concern at the
supply and eecurity situation.
¢ Korepan firms have al-
ready con d to the JMB
Authority their. stoppage of
work the sources said adding.

this would delay project im- .

plementatioh and cause cost-
overrun.

Under the Special Risk
Contract with the JMB
Authority, the firms will have
to be reimbursed all the extra
costs incurred due t6 such de-
lay. the sources said.

- The firms have run out of
diesel, gasoline and oxyoccety-
lene to operate their instru-
ments and they failed to pro-
cure those because of com-
munication disruption, the
sources said. -

The national sub-contrac-
tors also failed to supply essen-
tial construction materials due
to the non-cooperation pro-
gramme.

The sources said the com-
panies are waitifig to release
their equipment from the

rms stop JMB work

Chittagong port.
In the past few days, ex-

perts of the constructing firms |

came across several threats by
pickets at the construction
site, v

On Monday pickets had
stopped a car carrying a
Hurean,e.xgert of Hyundai at a
village in Bhuapur and warned
him not to work during the
Opposition programme.

Only two days before that,
two more expatriate project
officials of Hyundai were
injured when their car came
under attack and was stoned
by pickets.

Gherao, rally for
fertiliser at
Jhenidah

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH. Mar 18: Some
four to five thousand farmers
today laid siege to the Deputy
Commissioner here demand-
1nE fertilizer. pesticide and
other farm products at fair
price.

The demonstrators blamed

See Page 12 col 6

‘been inundated

Flood situation

in Sylhet static

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Mar 18: The flood
situation in the five thanas of
the district - Jaintapur, Go-
wainghat, Companyganj, Jaki-
gan| and Kanaighat remained
static today.

There was no report of rain
or onrush of waters from the
upper stream.

About 25 thousand acres of
croplands in th thanas had
the inces-
sant rains and onrushing of wa-
ters from the upper stream of
the hilly area across the Indian
borders during the last five

The rivers, Sari, Piain.
Gowain and Dholot were also
flowing near about the danger-
levels. The water level in the
Surma and Kushiyara have also
ﬁnnt up during the last four

ays at many points in Sylhet
and Suna districts.

Stlndin‘ ro crops on
more than 15 thousa acres
went under waters in low-
and surroundi areas 2
haors of only Companygan|
thana due to the breaches in
the embankments on the
banks of the Plain river of the
thana in early hours yesterday.

The embankment of the
Patharchauli haor in the thana
is still under threat. When wa-
ters were swelling through the

See Page 12 col 7

No cargo handling at
Chittagong port

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Mar 18; Car-
go handling and delivery of
goods at Chittagong port could
not be resumed today as the
All-Party Action Committee im-
posed a ‘people's curfew’
around the port area.

Army personnel were not
deployed in the port today as
planned earlier, port sources
said. Navy, however, remained
on duty for the third consecu-
tive day today.

Bombs were hurled on the
road near Chittagong Export
Processi e this afternoon
when State Minister for Ship-
ping and Port Shahjahan Siraj
E{T passing in a car. witnesses

Police said some bombs
were blasted in the area at
around 5 pm when the minis-
ter was returning to the air-

port from Chittagong port. But
no c::n]t]r or damage was re-
ported.

- Police however, denjed the
report but said some cocktails
were blasted in the morning
around the Area.

BDR was posted around the
port area and police patrolling
was stepped u|':: to rhaintain
tight security there today.

Stale Minister Shahjahan

Hiraj held a three-hour lon
meeting with port users an
officials at the port rest house
from 12 noon. |

Some representatives of the
port users were taken to the
port rest house for attending
the meeting with the minister
under police escort, port and
meeting sources said.

During the discussion, in
the .1fieeting. the state minis-

ter urged the port users and:

8 t0 resume rt opera-
tions including delfvery of

carﬁam minister urged the
stevedores to start gang book-
ing of port labourers from
tonight and assured of provid-
ing security escort in trans-
portation of goods from the
port area to the respective
destinations, meeting and port
sources said.

But the .furt users argued
against avalling the securi
escort ng that who woul
ensure their safety after the
security escort left. port
sources informed.

The meeting, however, de-
cided to resume transportation
of government cargo including
foodgrains and petroleum

See Page 12 col B

From Abdul Monayem Khan

COX'S BAZAR, Mar 18: New
Rohingya refugees from
Myanmar have started entering
the country. |

According to local adminis-
tration officials, at least 62
Rohingya Muslims from
Myanmar entered into Teknaf
thana area crossing the
bordering river Naaf in the last
5 days.

Deputy Commissioner of
Cox's Bazar district acknowi-
edged the fresh flow of Rohii-
gya refugees.

Teknaf thana police said, 36
persons of 8 families from
Akiyab, Mongdu and Buchidong
areas of Myanmer had tried to
enter into the refugee camp at
Ha‘yaﬁara under the thana on
March 13, |

When the group tried to
, an official
of the camp informed the
Teknaf thana. The refugees, -
however, left the place before
police visited the spot, he said.

On March 16, another
group of 26 people were ar-
rested by BDR when they were
crossing the Naaf river to en-
ter into Bangladesh territory:

4 AL leaders
held in city

By Staff Correspondent

Four Awami League’ leaders
including two ward commis-
sioners of the Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) were ar-
resteg under the Special
Powers Act in the small hours
of yesterday.

The four leaders :are MA
Sattar Bhuivan, Talukdar
Sarwar Hossain, MA Salam and
Mostaque Hossain Allen.

MA  Sattar Bhuiyan.
Commissioner of World No 48,
Hazaribagh. and senior vice-
president of Dhanmondi Thana
Awami League, was picked up
from his residence by plain-
clothes policemen at around 3
am.

Following "the arrest, ang
summrttrs staged a sit-in a
held a rally in front of the
Dhanmondi police station at 7

am.,
Local résidents and tannery
workers observed a hartal from
6 am-2pm vyesterday at' the
See Page |2 col |

Hajj flights
from Mar 27

Hajj flights under the gov-
ernment arrangement will be-
in on March 27, an official
andout said yesterday. re-
ports B5S.

Hajj flights will continue till
April 15. The Hajj pilgrims will
slart coming to the teml;:jorar}r
Hajj camp at Sector B, Uttara
from March 23.

This decision was taken at
an inter-ministerial meeting
held at the Ministry of Reli-
gious Affairs on Hajj Progra-
mme '96 with State Minister

i for Religious Affairs Prof M A

Marnnan in the chair.
According to the handout.
7,700 Hajj pilgrims will per-
form their Hajj this year under
%nvnrnmr_m management.
hey have been informed
through letters to report to

| the temporary Hajj camp be-

fore the start of Hajj flight.
The prevailing situation in
the country was discussed at
the 'meeting and cooperation
from all concerned has been

. sought for safe and secured ar-

riva
Ha

of Hajj pilgrims to the
camp.
t also appealed ta all con-
cerned for due cooperation
towards uninterrupted and
safe movement of transports of
various offices and organisa-
tions now engaged in dealing
with the activities of pilgrims.

All district and thana ad-
ministration as well as people
of all walks of life have HFS{!
been requested to extend their
cooperation towards safe
movement ol the transports
with Hajj.banners carrying in-
tending Hajj pilgrims to the
i:ami;l) in Dhaka.

1 Hajj pilgrims have been

request tlo contact Hajj of-
fice in Dhaka on Telephone
249576 or respective district
administrations for any infor-
mation they need.

See Page 12 Col 2

20 hurt as BNP.
AL clash in
Natore

From Our Correspondent

NATORE.. Mar 18: At least
20 people were in{urcd. six of
them seriously, during spo-
radic clashes between the
Awami League and BNP ac-
tivists in different areas of the
town today.

Seriously ingurcd Raihan,
Malek, Ripon, Hafiz, Shamim

and Topan were sent to
Rajshahi Medical College
ital.

e clash erupted when AL
activists attacked the BNP
workers at old bus stand area
in the town. The clash flared
up at Kapur Patty, Kanaikhali
and Batta crossing.

Several shops and houses
were ransack and 4 houses
at Kanaikhall were set afire
during the clash.



