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Flash floods hit more
areas in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

. SYLHET, Mar 17: With con-
tinwed rains and enrush of wa-
ters rom the upperstréam and
hilly areas [rom across Lhe
border, more areas in Sylhet
were inundated during the last
24 hours. The water-level i all
the rivers is rising.

In Companyganj thana,
standing Boro and other cr

on ten thousand acres in the
low-lying areas have gone un-
der water .., i the
Kanglaha' .. Lambabil. Rautibaor
Patharbil Haor, Pangash Khal.
Garakhuri Haor. Eolasha-
dorom. Noagadorom, Bilajur.
Kathalbar Beel and
Ch agn Bell have been

; haors and beels
are now under 3 (o 4 feet wa-
ler.

More than one hundred .

boals engaged in the collection
of stones in the stone gquarries
in Companyganj thana had
been mf:ulng sihce a storm
lashed the areas this morming.
Fresh areas in the Kanaighat
thana and Sylhet Sadar thana
were inundated today. About

2 killed, 70 hurt
in Nawabganj

- clash

NAWABGANJ, Mar 17:
people were killed and 70
lDlhl.'.'l‘I Injuﬂr:i;] in a l:ll;rh be-
ween two grou peo-
ple at a village in Sagzr thana
tndmmpm't: UNB.

dead were identified as
Shohrab Member, 45, and
Kasimuddin. 45. of Chacklan-
pur village.

The cause behind the clash
between Rabi and Nurul lslam
groups could not be ascer-
tained immediately.

The rival groups duri
their d;();tung clash trade
some | nshots and ex-
mc: mearly 100 homemade

Business leaders
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siires the government was due
o ¢leal with escalating crisis.

In this regard fhev vreed
the prime miniser 1o luane il
mediale measures to facilitate
r ning of ports, transport
and tommunications, financial
institutions and trade and in-
dustry.

The business leaders also
urged the government to take
immediate measures to facili-
tate movement! of diesel, fer-
tiliser and daily necessities.

The meeting sources said
the Prime Minister gave a pa-
tien} hearing, exchanged views
on the eurremt situation and
assured that her government

 was trying to bring a solution-

to the political crisis.

: The trade-body chiefs also
met Awami League president
Sheikh Hasing on Saturday and
apprised her how the ongoing
non-cooperation movement
had brought miseries to the
business community. :

ng the meeting, they
also expressed their appre-
hensions th:t unless the econ-
omy was al.owed to function,
even the next generation
would be let down.

The business leaders re-
quested Hasina to consider
announcing immedijate relax-
ations in respect of non-gov-
ernment business and indus-

try, transport, ports. financial

institutions to save the econ-
0 Irom ruination.

n this regard. they also

submitted specific proposals to

the Awami League president.

30 per eent croplands of
Mogalgaon and Jalalabad
unions ol sadar thana were in-

‘undated due to a breach in the

sluice gate on the Jilkar haor

Standing crops on theu-
sands of acres in Jakiganj and
Gowafnghat thanas had gone
under water due to the heavy
rains and onrush of water from
the hilly areas during the last
four days. .

In the district of Sunam-
ganj. standing Boro crops en
several thousand acres in
Tahirpur, Doarabasar and
Sumxm sadar thanas have
been ed due to heavy
rains and onrush ol waters
irom the upperstream

Property worth
Tk Icr gutted,
1 dies 1n Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Mar 17: A helper
of a tank lorry was burnt to
death and 7 other sustained
burn injuries in‘a fire that took

_place at Beanibazar :

The fire burnt a tank lorry,

ﬁ petrol pump and 4 other

usiness establishments. The

loss has preliminarily been es-

timated to be about Taka one
crore, sources said.

At about 11 am, the fire
originated from a stick of a

ctly malclp {hF‘ln: Box).as an
emplo of the petrol pum
(Shahid & Co) was ﬁrmgpa cii-}
arette while unloading fuel
rom amn oil tank lorry. The
blaze soon spread to the ﬂatml
pump and adjacent shops.
Hossain Ahmed, 22, was burnt
to death. Abdus Shahid, oWwner
of the petrol pumip. Azizur
Rahman, driveg of the m
lorry, Azizul Islam and 4 o
sustained burn injuries. They
were admitted to hospital.

US food aid
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tive flow," said a source con-
cerned. :

According to another
source, the. US decision to
withdraw lood aid would lead
to an additional food import
worth about 70 million dollars.

The government recently
instructed the General Eco-
nomic Division of the Planning
Commission to study.the re-
cent US assistance related de-
velopments and its adverse
impact on the country's econ-
0m¥, sources added.

he US decision would
further lead to depletion of the
loreign exchange reserves,
mounting pressure on the bal-
ance ol payment. Foreign ex-
change reserves have fallen
due to more imports following
unprecedented crop losses in
the country.

This is also likely. to fuel the
inflation rate due to antici-
pated food prices rise in the
wake of shortfall, causing
growing strains in th® gov-
ernment’s fiscal and monetary
management, sources feared.

Meanwhile, the Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAQ)
forecast that Bangladesh will
have to import 1.6 million
tonnes of rice this year which
will be about 0.3 million
tonnes more than last year's
imports, .

The US government. the
second bilateral doner to
Bangladesh, provided a total
assistance of 3281 million dol-
lars till February 1995.

—
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. Awami League president Sheikh Hasina with the winners of the essay competition for juveniles in the city yesterday

orgamsed on the occasion of the 76th anniversary of birth of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
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a constitutional amendment
lo incorporats provisions for
caretaker cvernment for
holding polls both in pur-
suance of the Opposition de-
mands and her own commit-

ment earlier. she observed.
Responding to a question
on the framework of the pro-
aned caretaker government
i, the Prime Minister said
Lt;l deittajla would be known
en it was placed before the
House. 2 ] h
Asked even if passing of the
caretaker - administration bill

failed to bring the sition
parties to the ntxtomi she
repHed : "What else do they

- want? | do not want to specu-
late on that now., But I sin-
cerely do hope t will par-

_Elc;?tat: lIf they believe in the
oral process and in th
efficacy nP o
ples.”

democratie princi-

" aware about the

PM: Caretake

its side in the past, she

replied, "l do not believe in-
- enlicing, intimidating or luring

members of any party.
Democracy gives freedom of

" choice to the voters. It is onlv

the process of elections that
should determine the itical

fortunes of any political party

Asked if she felt threat-
ened or vulnerable by the
Opposition's non-cooperation
programme, Begum Zia
replied; "l do net feel threat-
ened about my ownself or my
party put what | am genuinely
concerned about is the state of
the economy and the suffering
of the e."

The  Prime
served that she was

. — big ar small."

Minister oh-

uite
ol the
people and the suffering they
were facing due to the
Opposition's nan-cooperation
programme "It is mv sincere

. Chamber of Commerce

Salman's move

condemned

A 50-member delegation of
different chambers of com-
merce and trade associations
of Bangladesh called on the
Commerce and Information
Minister M Shamsul Islam at
his secretariat office hete yes-
terday, re s BSS.

Shahjahan Siraj, Minister of
State for Shipping and [WT,
was also present

The delegation, led hy
former FBCCI President Alhaj
Muhammad Akram Mussain

appraised the minister of the
current deadlock and ex.
pressed grave concern over
the present day affairs of the

trade and industry. The dele-
gation regreited that the in
cumbent FBCC! President

Salman F. Rahman, instead of
redressing the grievances of
the business community, has
started unethical practice and
resorted to political activities.

* The recent move by Salman
F. Rahman in collusion with
some imerested quarters was
condemned for exploiting this
non-political prjvate sector
business organisation as his
political platform by ignoring
and fluting the trade orpanisa-
tion ordinance and the memo-
randum ¢f association of the
FBCCI. they observed. said a
press release.

The delegation comprised
Chairman of the Shippers'
Council, Chairman, Jute Asso-
ciation, Vice-Chairman. Veg-
etable Oil Refiners Associa-
tion, President, Meherpur
. rep-
resentatives of Insurance As-
soclation, Launch Owners' As-
sociation, Ship Building Asso-
ciation, Oil Tankers Associa-
ton, Cargo Owners Associa-
tion. former Vice-President of
FBCCI '

|
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BGMEA warns Opposition
- of'allout action'

The Bangladesh Garments
Manufacturers and ers
Assoctation [(BGME has
warned of “allout action” if the
Opposition sponsored non-co-
operation p amme is nol
relaxed for the readymade
garments sector, reports UNB,

The warning came yester-
day from an emergency meet-
ing of the ‘BGMEA executive
committee. held as per the
March 12 mandate of the spe
clal meeting of the garments
manufacturers, said a press re-
lease.

The EC meeting demanded
ol opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina to announce relaxations
in their non-cooperation
against the government,

keepi ports, transportation
aleiedp {::fur related agencies of

the rﬂg{mde garments sec-
tor out of the wognmnz.

Otherwise, the meeting
said, the BGMEA would be
compelled to take allout and
greater p amme for
ing the industry out of t
non-cooperation as the dssoci-
ation was forced to demand
resignation of the government

Although the oppositin has
announced some relaxation,
the BGMEA said. but the gar-
ments factories remained out
of operation as the ports,
iransportation system and
other related agencies are not
functioning.

Workings between 4 pm
and 5 am not only chuse inse-
curity and administrative com-
plexities for ‘garments units
where employees are mostly
women, but also undermines
guality for which exporis are
nl'tr;:jnut possible, the meeting
noted. -

The BGMEA t:tcﬁilrf
committee al ted that
the govern t has failed to

take any realistic measures for
improving the situation in the
EII‘II‘IEI'II.I sector in last 24

AJM gunfight:
Body of missing

“young man found
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGAN.J., Mar 17
Police today recovered the
body of a young man who had
been missing since March 15

following a gunfight at Adamyjee
Jute Mills.

The victim was identified as
Jashim 22. The

wWas re-
covered [rom the river
Shitalakhya near the Star
Particles Mills

The Jlllrlllhldi Sramik
Dal. Adamjee unit, claimed

‘that Jashim was one of the

three persons who have heen
mission following the gunbattle
Al Adamjee Jute Mills hetween
Aawami League and BNP work:
ers on March 15 The other
two are Jahangir and Basher
The Sramik Dal also all

that both of them were a

killed by the opposition ae-
livists as their whereidbouts

The body was sent to
Narayanganj General Hospital
lor autopsy.

Meanwhile, the combined
opposition parties held a rally
at Adamjee Sramik Kalyan
ground with Shafl Sardar in
the chair protesting
of Shahin.
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manding end to the political

e e

w carrying mike during a "citizens' procession” de-
crisis in front of the Jatiya Press Club yesterday. — Star photo

' the government and the

 such a

Kamal : SC ref
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banked on the negative sides
of the dialogue to'draw his
conclusions.” g

Dr Kamal noted that both
Oppo-
sition had agreed on the care-
taker government issue and
that the chief justice or a re-
tired chiefl justice could head
overnment and hold
elections by May.

"Since thére is a consensus
on these points. these can be
easily pursued under the Con-

L |

VP Singh for presidential
system of govt in India

NEW DBLHI, Mar 17:
Former. Pri Minister Vish-
A

wanath Prafap Singh said today
that the tifne had come for In-

dia to copsider seriously adop-
ting the prresidential system of
gove t rts AFP.

Singh' told the Times of In-

dia the nation should con:
sidex” a presidential tem as a
* “intervailing force' to the era

~oalition politics the country
1eading for,

“In all likelihood there will
a hung parliament after the
~tions and political parties
| have to combine to form
+ next government. Apart
m that ... there will be difl-

ent pulls and pressures.”
igh told the daily. -
o ensure Lhat this does
| act as a destablishing fac-
it is important to look at a
'sidential system of gov-
iment because it can act as a
ng force,” Singh said.
he  64-year-old former
mier, who brought India's
t national front coalition to
ver in 1989-90, is consid-
d one of the least corrupt
ares in Indian politics.
gh called for a country-
e debate on, the issue and
1 India should look to the
ited States and France
ere the presidential system
vatled. .
"The crucial thing is that
president should come
»ugh a direct election. Only
n the president can be a
Eutw:r!w pl:’tﬂg! ftmh: to lhnr:
are coun n
Lertnt directions," Bt?ngh

Singh's comments came
ahead of the first parliamen-
tary polls in five years, to be
held in late April or early May.

Artistes to boycott
Radio-TV

tOmorrow

The Radio-Television Ar-
tistes Sangsad (RTAS) decided
to boycott Radio-TV pro-
grammes tomgrrow when the
controversial sixth parliament
goes into session, reporls
UNB.

Leaders of RTAS, Samrhilita
Sangskritik Jote, Bangladesh .
Group Theatre Federation,
Bangiadesh Recitation Coordi-
nation Council and Jatiya

Kabita Parishad, in a joint

meeting held in the city yes-
terday, took the decision in
solidarity with the o itlon's
nan-cooperation with ‘the gov-
ernment.

The meeting also reiterated
the demand for resignation of
the government and fresh
polls under a neutral caretaker
administration,

BNP's bill
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of the parties that had earlier
floated various formulae”, said
a front-ranking leader of the
ruling party.

"Under such an arra .
ment, any of the available for-.
mulae could be implemented
to form -a non-party caretaker

- government on the basis of

mong the rival

Ilth"".d ikt e i adad

po-

the killing |

| o
. sual clip str

join

— Star photo

Tributes were pald to the
country’'s | ve leader
Banga hu Sheikh Mujibur

on the occa

Rahman yesi
rth anniver-

sion of his 76th
sary. reports LUNB.

Awami League and its front
organisations observed the da
through heoisting of nlllﬂ'ﬂl{
and party flags. placin
wreaths al the portrait o
Bamngabandhu . discussion meet
Ings, milad mahfil and Quran
Khwani,

Hundreds of men. women
and children paid tributes to
the late leader by placing
wreaths at his portrait at the
Bangabandhu Bhaban in the
city

They also visited the
Bangabandhyu Sheikh Mupbur
Rahman Museum His you
daughter Sheikh Hehana and
relalives were present on the
OCC ASION

Awaml League

Sheikh Hasina placed wreaths
at the portrait of Bar qv!
at Bangabandhu Bhaban in the
morning.
» Central leaders of Awami
L,Ei!ﬂ’u{"_ Chhatra eru{ur Jubw
League Krishak Leavue
Bangabandh'u Parishad
Hukugxldha sanghau Parnishad
and Supreme Court Aingibi
Parishad also placed wreaths at
the rait ol Bangabandhu

58 adds. outside Dhaka.
national and party flags were .
also hoisted atop all district
and thana offices of the part
Quran Khwani milad mahfil
and special prayers were held
at varigus places,

Sec 144 imposed
BNP-Opposition
clash at Hajiganj

Fyom Our Correspondent

CHANDPUR, Mar
Section 144 was imposed in
Ha‘igaanlj thana Readquarters.
today aiter a clash between the
activists of opposition political

arties and ruling BNP which
eft more than one hundred
people, including 8 police per
sonnel. injured.

Of the injured.- 12 were
admitted to the Hajiganj gov-
ermunent hospital and LJ& lo a
private clinic.

Lankans rule

rapidly. Firoem; Pune. 1

__ They looked to be heading
for a large total as captain Ma-
rk Taylor cut loose against
opening pace bowlers
Pramodya Wickremasinghe and
Chaminda Vaas.
. Although losing his side's
Icadtn% - run-scorer Mark
Waugh for 12, caught off a ca-
t to square leg,
Taylor played a series of su.
ly timed strokes to race to
is half-century from 52 deliv-
eries.

He took two boundaries in
an over off each of the pace-
men as Well as pulling Vaas for
six over mid-wicket. Even the
advent of the spinners failed to

resident

' slow Taylor down and he and

Ricky Ponting looked untrou-
bled as they added 101 in 115
balls for the second wicket.

At the halfway mark in their

innings, Australia had reached
134 for one and looked poised
to set a very difficult target.
But after hitting a six and
eight fours in.making 74 from
83. deliveries, the ‘Australian
captain was also guilty of a
careless shot, pulling a short
Eall from De Silva straight to
ayasuriya at -square leg.
Ponting. who had l:gm batted
with the same fluency as his
captain, became De SiK'a‘n SeC-
ond  victim, bowled when at.
tempting a forcing shot after
making a 73-ball 45
€ momentum was never
recovered following Taylor's
departure and the tempo
slowed in such a way that afﬁzr
the 25th over, only 45 runs
came from the next 15
Australia attempted to boost
the rate by pushing Warne up
the order as they had done
with much success in the
quarter bﬂnai against New
.taj?ind ut this ti !
er ma}dng m'ré'f Illtrfﬁl:g{
down the pitch to ofFspinner
Muttiah Muralitharan and was
emartly Stumped ' by,

Ka 3
E :unr} an and Michael

Bevan added 32 before jefi.
arm spinner Jarauuﬂya had
Law caught close in for 22 and

. De Silva bowled [an Healy for

tbuﬂcﬂ-hand-er Bevan compile
a sensible, unbeaten 36 L'-'..".‘.’
49 I?jt;:?ﬂkb;egut Auglralia
Wl ave dilﬂppﬂlrn
with their final total o
Sri Lanka are the first host
nation to lift
having staged the tournament

with India and 4
arid on Pade r

17: -

the Wérld Cup, *

|
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minibus was set ablaze at
Jatrabari by some unidentified
persons in the afternoon. said

e. Witnesses said that the
b was hurled while the
minibus was parked the
road near the bus
terminal None was hurt
At least 10 people were in-
ured. three of them with rub-
wr bulet. when some
ﬁpﬁosiuun activists clashed
with the members of law en-
loreing agencies at Neorth
Shahjahanpur at noon. The
bullet - it persons were adonit-
terd to the
Clashes between activists of
ruling and opposition parties
were also reported from
Mahakhali. Police lobbed tear
gas to di:}rrnr t he h:dmg
witneases

groups sa

In another Incident 10
people inchadi a staff
tographer of e Daily Star,

Anisur Rahman. were injured

when workers of Bangladesh
(hhatra League ¢ with a
group ol people hoid ;ﬂ..(‘

ards  reading “Shadharan

Innnﬂlﬂ' and fh-ﬂ“" m“
against the government and

the opposition political parties
while marchi in fromt ol the

Jatiya Presa (h

Witnesses said that the BCL
supporters chased the proces
siorvsts  blasted cockialls and
wnatched their microphones
bemitles manhandling some of
them They processionisis also
pelled brickbats at the BCL ac
Livisls

Awnimi League, Jilug:dl"lﬂj
and Jamant launc the
countrywide indefinite non
c opeErallon  prograsimme from
Marih 9 to press their de
mands lor cancelation of the
Febiruary 15 elections, resigna-
et ol the Khaleda Zia v
errunent and elections A
norn party caretaker Rovern
et by May

Hatlway sources at
Hainalapur disclosed that an
altempl was made Lo operate
trains but 11 [aded

I'he train drivers had de-
lianded security personnel in
trains during the non-coopera-
lien movement, But
Karnaphuli., a Chittagong-
bound express train had le
the Kamalapur station with se-
curity esgcort but had to return
from Narsingdi.

855 reported that eight
Frnpie were injured
3

€n a
omb vwas h mllglhll

45 il came near an Opposition

spectied HBodo
tants today shot dead three em s of
kidnapped another from Asnguri vi
hee station in Somtpur district of

ty
the Erid
e power '-:
Assam. reports PTL

aAS per ac .
According to the sources al

the Directorate of Secondary
and Higher Secondary Educa
ton. ne decision as yet has
been taken to postpone the
examinations. nor has the Di-
rectorate receivedd any request
{0 do 80 In face of the prevail-
ing unrest

and if the of
Education decides on
rescheduling the SSC exams.
we will inform the press.” an
official of the Eﬂmguod told
this correspendent. when con.
:ud over the phone yester.

' L L]
People's curfew
From Page |

Chewdhury it the chair
However 53 cargo vessels

remained stranded al the

due to the ongoing stand-off

caused by opposition-spon-
sored non-cooperation pro-

Of them, 16 vessels stuck
up at t jetties. 7 in the
river and 30 others
at the outer

anchorage
Of the container vessels —
five are stranded at port jetties
and nine others at the outer
anchorage. the sources added.
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