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President surprised us all by his sudden con-
I vening of the first session of the highly ‘contro-
versial sixth parliament. Only a day or two before
he spoke of the po-!iliﬁlllty of a reference to the
| Supreme Court if there was a political consensus.
Granted that a consensus was highly unlikely, yet
for him to call the parliament into session so
| quickly after his announcement gives clear indi-
| cation that his very timid attempt at 'indepen-
dence’ was nipped in the bud. We had called
President's willingness to go for a 'reference’ as a
window of opportunity. But the 'window' was
‘shut ng sooner it was opened, giving rise to seri-
ous questions about the genuineness bf his state-
ment in the first place. _ -
. The calling of*the parliament session sets the
gainepla;'nnfthcmhngpartymtnupemﬂonand I
closes all other options towards a political set-
tlement except through the amendment route,
already rejected by the opposition. This really
means that the government has decided that
there would be no more concessions to the op- l
position and that it will go the amendment
route, come what may. It is obvious that opposi-
. tion will take it to be a direct challenge to its
demands, and as such go for more violent resis- I
~tance to all sorts of government actions. The net
~result will be that we the public will be subjected
to more harassment in the name of opposition
movement, and the so-called non-cooperation

x

will continue. _ : |
We do not know who will win out of this con-
tinued conflict. But we sure know who is losing
out from all this. It is the country and its people.
What is obvious is that once again we have lost
an opportunity for a peacefully negotiated solu- |
tion to our political problems. We seem to have
an endless capacity to prolong our conflicts, drag
on our differences and increase mutual hatred.
! Throughout the last two and a half years of polit-
| ical conflict not once did we see any semblance " * |

of stepping back from the respective positions of
the two sides for the sake of either the country

- or its people. Both sides — the ruling party and
the opposition — have made plenty of mistakes
over the period in question , yet it was only in
her 3 M speech and. afterwards, that BNP
made, some genuine concessions. It was consid-
ered not enough by the opposition, and a chance
for a negotiated settlemerit was lost. Cause for
the failure are many, and no doubt both sides will
| bave plenty of reasons to blame the eother side
for. But everything could have been overcome if
there was even a bit of trust. Ultimately it was
the deep mistrust between the two sides that
‘did us in. We must now brace ourselves for

harder times. - - ' _
Missing his Leadership

Had Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
been here on his 76th birthday what would have
his banner read ? In 1971 it proclaimed —
- Ebarer sgqngram muktir sangram, Ebarer sangram
* swadhinotar sangram — electrifying the whole
nation with its message of freedom and
independence. His banner now would proclaim a
. struggle to consolidate the freedom and inde-
pendence that we attained a quarter of a century |
ag%‘nr over two decades both the quantity and ;
' quality of independence of our people have . pro-
gressively been shrinking instead of travelling up
to the point where civic and economic rights 1
‘would have dawned and tinged the life of every
individual citizen. For a turn-around and for our
state vehicle to find back its right rails it was
necessary that the people became united -again
into such invulnerable unity as they did in 1971,
| this time for building the nation. For such unity.
to materialise the nation needs now — as it
‘needed in '71 — a leader of unequalled boldness |
and sincerity of heart and having a far-seeing vi-
sion. And unwavering belief in the_highest tenet
of a tru= patriot's life — above all, the people.
Sheikh .Mupiour Rahman answered to these
needs uniquely. Twenty-five years later we™ again
‘are in urgent need of such leadership as he

gave us. - . 5

It Surely wasLove @

Abdur Razzak, 32 and a farm hand in Shibganj,
Bogra had only a very ordinary conjugal life. it
was perhaps routine that his young wife Jyotsna
would somehow displease him and get a good
beating. At least their day started in that fashion
on Saturday. And Razzak had gone as usual off to
his farming chores in the fields after a morning

.of quarreling and beating. There a neighbour told
~him, just to tease him, that Jyotsna had died.

What did Razzak do then? | o

~ He simply died. On the spot and at the very

- There was a pair in medieval Italy, or precisely

in Shakespeare's early drama, both of which died

-

hl‘—.

| .. Romeo's
ﬁnum_—majrbp‘verbmc-—hvp ends up in his
deliberate and protracted taking of his own life
 living and dying having Juliet as their
only point. Razzak's love had no articulation but
4n death which came from beyond deliberate ac-
-Hon. But it must have been love as thick as his
but unknown to his neighbours and maybe
thﬂ Jyotsna. And perhaps; perhaps urgs
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‘intrudérs .destroyed

“ham's children.
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- tlans deeply

resented the exclusiveness of
the Jewish religion. Accord
lo historians some priests

Khnum bribed the Persian .

commender to allow the entry
of the tian into the
colony; and in 410- BC the

the
Jewish le.
About two and a half mil-

" lennium later, 29 world lead-

ers met at Sharm El-Sheikh,
the tian resort town on
March 13, and discyssed not
the destruction of the Jewish
‘colany’, but the security- -
mmn{ the country | ted
by children of :
The Palestinians and the
Jews, both scions of Abraham,
both Semites, have made great
strides in co-habiting side
side, in the Promised Land,
thus hol the prospect of
ending the diaspora of Abra-
e au
and self-rule given to the
Palestinians, following the
Madrid conference and 1993
September-13 handshake in
the White House, needs fur-
ther amplification and ater
% The Dbt art d
present territory an
still others outside the terri-
tory, do not feel satisfied with
the present pace of peace
movement as well as the di--
mension of the freedpm the
Palestinians are supposed to
lieved

RIOR to the 8th SAARC
Summit ' meeting in
"New Delhi in May,
1995, Pronab Mukherjee,.
External Affairs Minister of
India underscored the need

for regional’ cooperation among
the member countries. Salman

- Khurshid, Minister of State for

External Affairs in an exclusive
interview to the Bangladesh
Observer, admitte that
Farakka and Transit. were
working as pinpricks and irri-
tants Hetween the two coun-
tries. On of the Ganges
water he said that the issue
may come uE in matter of
hours or. weeks. He admitted

that ‘technically there is no .

reason why both countries

" could not come _tu a conclusion .

on the issue.

After the summit, - P V

¢ Narashima Rao, Prime Minis-

ter of India had a with
Begum Khaleda Zia, me
Minister of Bangladesh on the
Gan water issue. This was
followed by Foreign Minister
level meeting between the two
countries and two roumnds of

were held by the two
Foreign Secretaries  of
and India. y

b Mukherjee. the Ex-

h:rnal Affairs Minister in ‘a

Bangladesh and India as excel-
lent. On the Ganges water is-
sue he said that :
to find a solution and’referred
to the ongoing Foreign Secre-
tary level meeting.
g Mukherfee in another
press interview with PTI said
that the Farakka .issue is ‘a
complex gmblem_ and that In-
dia would take initiative for a
solution of the Ganges water
issue. '

Pronab Mukherjee in an-
other interview with The
Times of India said that there

- are a number of important is-

sues between the two sides
and thé prorities and outlook
of India and Bangladesh differ.

The third meéting of the
Foreign Secretaries’
Bangladesh and India was held
in the last week of June, 1995

- in Dhaka. The meeting did not

produce anything e.xmmt that
they decided to refer the wa-
ter sharing issue to the minis-
ter leve] Indo-Bangladesh Joint
st

rmanent sharing of the
anges water issue. :

Eight months have passed
with no forward movement in

deciding a date for a meeti
of the Indo-Bangladesh Join
‘Rivers Commission. As re-
ﬁrted India took some move
itially to have an early meet-
in August, 1995 in New

Delhi. Bangladesh proposed -
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Sir, I am an ordinary citizen
of the country, Obviously | am
neither a politician nor a
‘intellectual’ {1) but I hope,
am neither sick nor I lack
common sense. So Innﬁ we
have been told by the tical
scientists to believe that the
Constitution of any country is

-always sacrosanct and it is

¥ undesirahle to bring any

fundamental changes in it at

whim. This does not mean that
it cannot be altered in the
gll'tﬂtt-!t interest of the peo-

e.
the successive ' regimes;
although the most crucial

| © amendment was brought by a

democratically elected Prime
‘Minister, which ushered an
totalitarianism

democracy. But were these
changes accepted by the peo-

ple?
Coming to the present

Emtm Jour sick- politics, 1
‘simply feel: awed wg#l see

- ' our politicn-social thinkers

Therni
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By our experience, we -

seen changes brought by
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tinue and consolidate, the dis-
gruntled forces wanted to put
spanner in the works. ile

Yahya Ayash murder was
ill-timed, 1t did not justify the
suicide bombings which not
only killed scores of Israeli
civillans but it was aimed at
killing the puu'g:m-ltmf.
But t is not to be.

Sharm El-Sheikh, the scene
of some of the bitterest Arab-
Israelf conflicts, this time sent
a message of peace. The lead-
ers, who assembled there.
someiime foeés, sometime

friends, resolved in unisen that

the peace must go on
since this process is at the
very heart of the comprehen-
sive Middle-East as en-

vi in UN resolution 242.
Bot resident Arafat and
Prime Minister Shimon Peres

left Sharm El-Sheikh fired up
in their determination to go
ahead to realise the dreams of

ace-loving peoples all over
r:c world. ’

The word terrorism is
deeply emotive and it evokes
as many visions in as many
minds and climes for the way
it is used and for the case it is
abused. The world has ngt yet

the up of the
King David Hotel in Jerusalem
on July 22, 1946 by the Zionist
extremists with a tally of 91
deaths. The British used this
hotel as_its uarters —
and they issued a warrant of
arrest st one Menachem

"Begin, the ‘terrorist’. who later

became the prime minister of
i ndent Israel. President
Arafat's Fatah was also

branded as a ‘terrorist group’

he Ganges W

by the detractors because of its
demand for self-determination
in their own land. King Hos-
sain of Jordan ex
Palestinians in ‘Black Septem-
ber' 1972 in which over
10,000 Palestinians were re-
portedly kiHed.

The United Nations has
spent considerable time and
Energy o contain terrorism.
Many have not agreed with the

" modality of the containment

process. Detractors have very
often taken a différent view by

ENCHIRIDION

. Wabhiar Rabhman |

dubbing some state action in
the nanfe of law and order as
state terrorism. But there is a
gradual, though, slow, accep-
tance of a common decidera-
tym of what, is terrorism and
state terrorism. Almost -
body today agrees that NIHIL
VIDENTU DURABILE
m‘m is violent will never

In the recent past we have

witnessed acts of teryorlnr.
i

collective or .individual,

J . Ireland, London, India,
Pakistan and the United
States. In recent memory the
:Jlowtng up of a Federal -

in O oma by a report-
y ultra- st elements and
the attem to destroy the
world's est twin towers —

meeting in September at Ganges at Farakka as the basis

Dhaka as Au was not con-
venient to them. Since then

for sharing. It was agreed to
share the Ganges water at

political compulsions in both < Parakka based on ‘the dis-

the countries have accelerated
with political turmoil in both

. the countries.

During the lull in any for-
ward movement inf holding the
JRC meeting. a news item was
published in the Independent
on 26 December, 1995 that
India declines to enter into'a
Tormal a t. The news
item said that India has pro-

posed an agreement on joint

monitoring of the Ganges wa-
tﬂ'atFa?lgkkalndn:rl:Fudmgc

Bridge without ariy fofmal wa-

ter sharing agreement. The

Indian also ted
that smp:;alwﬂl be deter-
mined on the basis of water
resources now, available at
Farakka

g o |
The Indian Foreign Minis-

ter in his meeti with For-
eign Minister of B desh én
20 December. 1995, again

raised water sharing issue
along with other bilateral is-
| .

The following issues have
been raised by India: |
a) Joint monitoring of the
discharge of the Ganges at
Farakka in India and at the
Hardinge- Bridge in

) Water of the Ganges at
Farakka will be shared without
any agreement but based on
the present availability.

c? India is willing to release

25.000 cusecs of G
at Farakka in the lean period

pending agreement. |
'Ih:%“arakka B has 3
main structures th which

water can flow. The Barrage,
the Feeder Canal Regulator and
the Navigation Lock.: The water
released in all three structures.
has o be monitored jointly.
How does it help is nat very
clear if there is no ent
on water sharing. and the wa-
ter as available at Farakka is
shared. Since 1975 agree-
ment, India has started exten-
sive withdrawal of water in the
u reaches of the G
above Farakka. That was
reason India while si the
MOU on water sharing deleted
the guarantee clause of 1977
agreement and introduced the
concept of sharing water as
available at Farakka. -

While negotiating - the
Ganges water agreement of
1977. B adesh could fqre-

€5

he

- see the Indian game. That was

the reason Bangladesh insisted

on the long term data of the”

Water -

© cussjons.
cerned about the availability of .

B

charge data at Farakka be-
tween 1948 to 1973. The
share of both countries were
calculated after intensive dis-
desh was con-

water at Farakka due to exten-
sive irrigation developments
upstream. Hence, Bangladesh
insisted on 80 cent guar-
antee of share. The
apprehension of B adesh
has come true within a span of

rone decade only.
The third s by In-
dia of unilateral release of

- the
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.been raised

decades to

25,000 cusec during the lean

period pending ment 'is
preposterous. Since 1989,
there is no agreement on

sharing of the Ganges water

between the two countries.

The unilateral release of
Gm water India below
F “has gradually declined

and in 1993. only 13.,000.
* cusec was available at Hardinge -

Bridge till last week of March.
A new controversy has
‘some experts
abolu:.:t the fl.:tl.?:]-f: water sh
of the Ganges as Intia is going'
to cunst}a?:%t another Barrage
gn the Ganges at Kanpur. What
should be basis of water shar- .
ing based on which data? They
have suggested average avail-
ability of water at dlgerent
ints at the G including
mr‘]pur and Faraallltiea. The sug-
gestion is negative and imprac-
tical. India do not to any
joint visit of the es above
Farakka. They refused to syp-
ply any data on availability
above Farakka. -

It took more than two.
ee on the avail-
ability of data of the disc

of the Ganges at Farakka for
period 1948 to 1973. Any
data after 1973 will be differ-

ent after upstream uses and .

can not be any basis for shar-

India may construct any

. number of Barrages as they

want, but permanent sharing
of the Ganges at Farakka must
be made based on the eed
data on availability of the
Ganges water at Farakka be-
tween 1948 and 1973 with
100 Eer cent guarantee.

- The third suggestion of
unilateral release of 25,000
tusec in lean months pendin
agreement is ominous. Suc
hints were widely published
after last Foreign Secretary
level meeting. They did a won-

lled the ,

ater Issue —

'nhnut;'ﬁmﬂ km ‘of naviga

World Trade Centre by some
Islamic militants is a grim re-
minder of the fact — how frag-
ile the civil-urban peace can
be.

A little back in history one
clearly remembers the terror-
ism_ let loose by Robespierre
and his cohorts in the name of
Revolution; although the mod-
erates — Thermidorians and
Girondist suffered temporary
defeats, good sense prevailed
in the long run. Leaders like
Condorcet. Madame Roland

and Petion will always be re-
membered for their comtribu-
tion, sometimes at the cost of
their precious lives, in elimi-

~ nating the Facobin thugs and
in steadying the course of
French lution. Without

their ucﬂﬂcuﬂ - :hnfi c;rll of Lib-
erty, uali aterni

-uuldE?uv: ?nuunded honag
and me ess. Czar Ni-
cholas II is more remembered
today because of his modera-
tion and moderate approach
towards the problems of the
Russian e. Stalin .and his
Gulags will become in time
foot-note of history : Czar Ni-
cholas Il will remain the his-

Whe‘ Sharmi El-Sheikh
Summit

was a symbolic gather-

‘derful job after thrge rounds of
talks to refer the maltter to the
Indo-Bangladesh Joint Rivers

Commission,

The dry season has started
in Bangladesh. The ;rliticl]
parties are nbt at all con-
cerned agbout water lem
which is a life and issue

for 120 million people. The
worst affected areas are .
ern gfart and south western

In th::] nmih%:fn&.ﬂhf
Bangladesh, most rivefs
like .wll..tmljlIll E.unurb‘hnhl.. Ich-
hamati ohananda, A
Fuljhor. Nagar, Pa m
Jamuna, Manash, umar,
Gojoria, ChikRhai, Baral,
Baneshwal, Brahmaputra,
Nilkunja, Hal Halia, Bangoli,
Jinjiram, Rulkumari, Buri-
teests, Sona Bhair, ‘etc (about
40 rivers) have dried up. '

Due to reduced water flows,
tion
routes in 43 rivers have been

other 20 are partially closed.

Due to abrupt reduction of wa-
ter, shoals and chars have

‘formed in most of the rivers,

xeducing the ‘depth of water
even for normal movement of
traffic. The rail communication
with north Bengal was dis-
rupted due to low depth of wa-
ter in the Jamuna (Teesta

.Mukh-Bahadurabad ferry). The

Bhuapur-Sirajganj ferry service
was also disru i!-d on several
occasions. In fact, f ser-
vices in all the routes had to be
suspended leading to enor-
mous suffering of the people
and difficulty in- movement of

-goods. g

The situation in south west-
ern region is also similar. The
Gorai river dried up in Jan-
uary.. 1996. The salinity has in-
creased in Khulna area and
there is acute shortage of wa-"

ter for irrigation an drhlklnuﬁ
purposes. The envtilnnmgn

damage is much' more than
expected.

- In this connection it is in-
teresting to note the recom-
mendation of J N Dixit, ex-
Foreign Secrétary of India that

‘India should release the
‘Gang
- has also suggested that techni-

es water unilaterally. He

cal discussion on long-term
water sharing should continue.

In an article in the Indian Ex-

press, he suggested that India

should try to help adesh
in solving the economic. prob-
lems. Without crea a con-

troversy on the issue, India
-should try to create an atmo-.
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viewing the country's Constitu- _
tion merely as a scrap of pa-
{IEI‘I Some of them are trying
0 invoke the doctrine of ne-
cessity to bring even funda-
mental changes in it. I do not

understand how they define
the term ‘necessity’. Is

Bangladesh at war with any
country? Is there a devastating
earthquake which has obliter-
ated the capit
No, nothing of this sort. Ma
be, we have a bunch of sic
and gree
lity

“their' selfish motives.

The story of the last two
years of Bangladesh politics is
nuthlnﬁ but a tale of irrational--
ity, and now, ‘'some le are
trying to sanctify this irra-
tionality even at the cost of our
chtrlalﬁed Constitution. When
our ticians try to'out-power
and Pg}ut ‘out-wit ‘their oppo-
nents,’'it can be anything but a
rational act. Unfortunately, this
type of irratfonality is gaining
an wapper hand in our body-
politics, |eading to a situation
when we may have to say

city of Dhaka?

politicians ‘who are
- ruining the country's
.and economy for the sake of °

to .our nascent
and welcome inter-
vention from extra-constitu-
tional quarters to save the
country trom total ruination.
- As such, my appeal to our
litical leaders and the intel-
igentsia would be not to en-
courage the present trend of
irrationality in our political
arena. Any 'doctrine of neces-
sity' incubated out of irrational-
ity can rhaps make one
gart:,r or t%: other the winner,
ut our country, our people
and our democratic process
will be the ultimate losers, We
will be all dead in the long run!

Ahmed Ghani
Dhaka

}nud- bye'
emocra

A boring situation
~ Sir, It is a tiring th to be
sitting at home Et mﬂ%thi
every day because of hartal an
non-cooperation., I can't see
alry friends or play with them.

¢ miss out so much in stud-
ies at school and the teachers
are afraid that we can't finish

our syllabus. It seems the

- 'month of March is nothing but

hartal and non-cooperation. I
have done all my homework
and | make my parents' life
crazy about what am | m to
do next and do not let do
their own work. Today I would
have fainted‘when | heard this
situation would ¢ on. At
leash | was hopeful that this
holidaying would stop but 1 was
unlucky. When I was young 1
loved holidays and hated
school but now | realize how
painful the holidays tan be-
come. As every one in my fam-
ily wrote about this situation I
t ogﬁnt it was high time 1
sho write about my feelings,
even the jfﬂucll'g:lt I just
keep my B sed and
g:ny hard that these crises will

over and when school will
open next.

i
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. ing. but an i

t one. The
absence of Hafez al-Assad of
Syria and the Lebanese pfesi-
dent was h felt. a, and
to a smaller extent banon
are beth

Syrian esident is e ed
with Iﬂﬂl in peace ngﬁa-

tions under American auspices.
-The Hamas have ond
postponed the Syria-Israe

. negotiations have not
cancelled. Palestinian
leader of extreme fringe
Hawatema residing in Damas-
. may be used as a bargain-

FdﬂpbySyrﬂ in its eventual _
e o

gotiations on the Golan
ts.

I% is in 'to note that

m;m-?r:nch-
‘Israeli attack on

on October 29,

president,
. Shukri Kuwatli

24 t role in ?e-
curing Russian support for

On.March 1,

here of confidence tn., ﬁ-
r'n?nu_thcmtﬂrultlnd misun-

with
Withou
water

be
Without any

be delt from sharing.

. The permanent sharing of
the Ganges and a and
other ‘border. rivers ‘not

any serious for

OPINION

Unite

t actors. The

political will the
alunn! problem cannot
solved. far, this was
the Indian side.
1 clear directions
Inde-Bopgiiders Dot B
n 5

Caum will not be able to

issue must

permanen
* of the Ganges

the same year King Hussain o
Jordan summarily dismissed
the British commander of the
Jordanian Army -- Glubb Pasha,
thus incurring the wrath of
both Anthony Eden and For-

eign Secretary Salwyn Lloyd.
The twists and turns of
these dramatic developments
in the Middle Eastern politics
are but the gust in she mill of
strategists and diplomats of
today. President Clinton's one-
day visit to Israel was a symbol
but he and his advisors were
still aware of the fact that the
Middle East peace process, if
. derailed on the treacherous
quicks and of Arab politics,
could not only hurt the peace,
but would hurt his November
election as well. President
Clinton was statesman like
when he said in no unmistak-
- able terms, "It will be to
eéquate Islam with terrorism”.
His $100-million-dollar secu-
rity offer to Israel is also sym-
c, but symbols are tmpor-

 tant. Yesterday's terrorists are

today's peace makers. Both
Shimon Peres and Yasser
Arafat are moderates. Both

want because they hon-
es lieve the Ecclesiastes .
" that 'the time for peace has

come'. Clinton's visit to the
cemetery of the slain Israel
Prime Minister Rabin was a
clear signal to the extremists
in both Israel and Palestine.
Both
as well as
of Meer Kaham
to misread the
The
should

ill afford

tes of the world
to secure peace in

. the mﬂdh-i:m ~— a compre-

hensi

Saudi
tries did well by at

t summit sirice on the

mﬁa of the ‘selution the
is still out. -

and lasting peace.

on the Record'

Bangladesh nnd India can be

as permanent sharing of v

the Ganges water between
Bangladesh and Indfa with
guarantee clause tRat the share
of Bangladesh under the
agree t shall pot be re-
duced. There was an under-

n.n.rtd.ln‘ ofrefcmtage sharing
of the a water: 39 per- -

centage for India, 36 cent
for Bangladesh and 25 m-
s
4

centage unallocated. .
could the basis of
m water lhmnq with 50;50
The t failure of the Indo-
| Jaoint ‘Rivers Cormn-
mission need not guide them

— let them look forward to the
future. Given the will and

under drg it is possible
for thmu- an Jeint

Rivers Commission’ to find a’
t solution to
- other fivers at an early date. )

. . Innocent Victims

; %
Many years -have
since w{ j;muﬂ"[hc lpeechp“ of
Nawab Sirejuddowla in the fa-

mous drama "Sirejuddowla,”

"Bangler Akashe durjoger
debe, ke tader
debe....." That was a depiction
of the time when lost
its inde nce to Bri-
tish. ese days every mo-
¢ ';em ftel nttkl?ng fi
way, - sperately a gr
something to h n to dis-
solve the terrible . crisis

_the
anxlnu:;l_y 'wluijtil:lig to ﬂ ﬂtf:-
vaged from stagnancy

Every moment is precious,
every move should be cautious
and tful. But how to do
it and who would dd it? No-

body knows apparently except

u all the politicians to re- -

the crisis through nego-
tiations. But who bothers about

our and economic hard-
ship? Who would compensate
the losses incurred:by the °

¢ individually, nationally

in .
Who would ?‘lﬂ: back our
<hildren the time they are

Eaung idly when they should
ve been vibrating in schéols,
colleges and universities —
and acquiring knowl-
e and achieving for them-
ves and for the nation. Who*
mu}dnunmleaunnuradnuﬂh
ter when, forbid, he/she
could not see the bu
his/her beloved parent let
alone to be at his/her death
bed because of the transport
strike? I am not mentionin
about the killings and deaths
the political activists as it
has,sadly. become a standard
feature of the political move-
ment. You cannot pn?reaa in
the movement until and unless
you have "
Nobody ows the answer
to these questions but realising
that this can not go on we do
not deserve this. We are all un-
happy. depressed and helpless.
We are all hostages in the
hands of the politicians and
caught in-the dream of attain-
ing democracy! But if democ-
racy cannot guarantee us our
unalienable rights like , liberty
of living and pursuit of happia
ness then what is its use for?
Successful democracy. breeds
literate people and economic
development. How can we
achieve these keeping pawn
our, own economy and educa-
tion. Certainly we do not want
to go back to the period
when we were called a boftom-
less basket! We do not under-
stand how the politicians could
think that they would be able
to run the country once its
economic structure is broken
repair?
Now that the garment-fac-
tory workers have seen
days, thousands of boys and

bhorosha

 jobs and bring

. tuation and per

sure us that nothing
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girls ' have started
somebody will have to
them more the opportunity to
earn. But the scenario is
otherwise, and once thzqur»
ment factories are losed
down(some are mid!
no government who would | .
come (o power in near future
would ‘be able to provide the
economic and
social "stability in the country.
We shudder to thhmink' gﬂ thatmali-
ti-
cigns too. They are the leaders
— su more [ntelligent,
more knowledgeable  and
be they have the solution
have kept it under their
sleeves.. H so ‘they should as-
would
happen to us if the s and
economic institutions are
closed for an indefinite period,
and if the factories and indus-
tries are closed down. They

- would sdive all our p

whenever they are'in power.
They would return the cars
brokén or burnt without any-
fault of the owners. they would
give back the investment fund |
of a poor hawker, which they
have lost due to hartal or
strike. | o

-Most of us, | assume, are
not concerned about constitu-
tion as'we do not understand
its legal implicatiops. Most
people vote for the symbol
withuubrunﬁerstandmg e ef-
fica [ their power.
%:i? th r:all;?imwam is that |
their leaders should be worth l
of public trust and responsibil-
ity, and behave ratiaonally, rea-
sonably keeping public inter-
est above their own ego.

Now time has come for the
politicians to understand and
undertake programme®to pro-
vide economic security to ease
suffering, to develop human
potential. And such pro-
grammes should include,
nmunq other things. civil

ts laws, miff{immum standard
of living, medical care for all
and, above all, education, Un-
less we have educated citizens
who can think for themselves,
democracy would be useless.

I am afraid.whatever the

iticians are sure of achiev-
ing from this political tug of
war; whatever good intention
they have of giving us back a
free and fair election atme-
sphere, one thi they can
never give us back. our chil-
dren's valuable time which
they have snatched from them,
which the children could have
used properly for learning,
takinﬁ iraining. fgr achieving
for themselves and for the
nation. Our children .r:;
weeping in anguish — a
along L‘lh them the whole
country Can't the politicians
feel it and spare the innocent
victims these haytals and non
cooperation?

o

and Islamic Jehad & -
followers-



