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FBCCI President Salman F Rahman addressing a rally of businessmen,

. o

NGO workers and

Baital Mukarram Mosque (R) in the city yesterday demanding solution to the political impasse.
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igbal Sobhan Chowdhury.
Presidemt of the Banglades
Federal Union of Journalists
(BFUL), Kamaruzza-
man of the Bangladesh

Teachers Association., Dr
Shahidul Alam of adesh
Medical Association (B . Md

Shahidullah of Secondgry
School Teachers Association,

Mohammad Yunus of the Dhaka -

Chamber of Commerce and
Industries (DCCI). ' Amir
Hossain of Bangladesh Shop
Owners Association, Ruhul
Amin ‘of Restaurent Owners
Association and Mumtaz
Beg:m. a grassroots NGO
worker addressed the rally.
FBCCI vice-president Rashid-
uzzaman Dudu Prﬂided over
the rally held at Motijheel in
the city. |

“"After 24 hours; it will be
too little and too late. There is
ha any time left, any fur-

ther will m? put the ex-
istence :}rthc nation at stake.”
said Salman F Rahman, amidst

thunderous use and anti-
rnment ans.

Although the speakers

maintained that the rally was

purely a non-political one, full-
throated anti-government slo-
gans punctiiated the two hour
proceedings that ended in a
sit-in demonstration near the
President's office,

The rally over. a up, led
by Salman marched towards
Bangabhaban for a sit-in but
was intercepted by security-
men near the Jiban Bima
building. Heavy conti ts of
riot police and paramilitary
BDR were guarding the
entrances of Bangabhaban.

The organisers claimed the
attendance exceeded 100,000
but, according to independent
counts, the figure could be
around 50,000. Mostly small
traders, their employees and

members of NGOs made up the-

audience.

Salman said the rally was
particular

not to back up ]
political group Igil.l?tu seek a

way out of the 22-month-old
political crisis which, he ob- .
served, threatened the econ-
omy with ruination. |
Crisis of fuel oil and fertil-
izer, arising out of communi-
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| 50 hurt in city d
non-cooperation

By Staff Correspondent

At least 50 were in-
ured, three of them with bul-
el. in scattered bomb blasts
and clashes between rival po-
litical groups at various places
on the eighth day of non-caop-
eration mme yesterday.

Our DMCH corre ndent
reports: Thirteen injured per-
sons were admitted to the
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital while some others
were released after first aid,

Mohammad Saber, 30, and

Sujan. 16, received bullet in-
juries in an armed clash be-
tween two rival groups at
Lalbagh area while another
person, Ali, 21, suffered bullet
wounds at Kamrangirchar in
the morning.

Two passengers were in-
ured when a petrol bomb was
urled at a speeding témpo
near Jatrabari at around noon.
They are Asauddin and
Zahurul.

Near Shahjahanpur Railway
Colony, a bus driver and two
ersons were injured when a
omb was hurled at the
speeding vehicle at around 7

PmSc\r:ral other SONs were
also hurt in bomb blasts at
Nimtali. Curzon Hall, Islam-
bagh, Mirpur and Kathalbagan
areas.

Rickshaws remained nor-
mal in the city streets while all
modes of motorised vehiclés
except some tempoes and
huug:s were off the roads.

Shops, educational institu-
tions and nthwate offices
remained clo in the [irst
hours of the non-cooperation

prognnmu.

' fl communications across
the country has virtually col-
lapsed.

Railway sources said pas-
senger train communications
remained halted from
Thursday in all routes. except-
ing the Poradaha-Khulna sec-
tion, amidst
structions at various places.

In Khulna, the eighth day of
non-cooperation movement
was marked by bomb blasts
and clashes, according to our
correspondent there.

Bombs were exploded in a
room of the office of the
Regional Controller of Food at
noon causing da e to im-
portant and i

At about 12:20 pm. uniden-
tified persons exploded bombs
in the Divisional Passport

Office. Over two hundred pass-

ports and other important
documents were destroved.

At least 15 hand-bombs
were also exploded in front of
the Customs Collectorate
building.

In another incident, two

rsons were injured in bomb

lasts in the Khalishpur
Industrial belt during a clash
between JP and BNP activists.

Police resorted to lathicharge
to disperse the rival groups.

Opposition

From Page 1
of the ad on the day not
only disappointed the whole

nation but also betrayed with
the pmrle's aspirations for a
peaceful solution to the politi-
cal crisis, he said. March 19
will be a 'black day in the
country's history, he observed.

The presidential an-
nouncement also foiled the

move to lore the way to
form a ca er government,
he pointed out. '

s Al. Droanising Sarve.

gherao

against the will of the ple
by’ summoning the “illegal”
parliament formed through a
"fake and farcical vote”.

In his reaction to the sum-
moning of the stxth parliament
session on March 19, Chowd-
hury questioned: "how the so-
called parliament session can
be called when the election
was not completed in all the
constituencies.”

"This is illegal and uncon-
stitutional,” the JP leader said.
addin& people will never ac-
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BGMEA
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He sald clauses should be
included in the Constitution
hartals and such pro-
grammes for the next 15 years
s0 that businesses can run

Anisur Rahman Sihna, an
executive committee member
of BGMEA. also demanded the
resignation of the nment
within 24 hours i it fails to
take steps to open the busi-
nesses.

‘1 tell the opposition par-
ties. keep the ports and facto-
ries out of your programme.”
said Sinha. "Otherwise. we will
not let you go scot free, We will
die, but we will take you with
us.’

"There s now very little
difference between the stands
of the govermnment and the

ition.” noted Sinha. "You
should now give some conces
sions and come to a solution.

After the rally, the BGMEA
leaders led a procession to the
Bangabhaban and handed over
a memorandum to the Pre-
sident wging him lo “resolve
the crisis at any cost .’

They also urged the
President to take an initiative
to save the garments sector.

Feb 15 polls has
no acceptabtlity,
says Dr Kamal

Gano Forum President Dr
Kamal Hossain yesterday urged
the BNP government to hand
over power Lo a carelaker gov-
ernment. showing respett to
the public opinion; reports
UNB.

Addressing a rally i1 front
of the Jatiya Press Club in the
alternoon. he said the February
15 election. boycotted by the
people, has no acceptability.
nor it is representative.

Dr Kamal said President
Abdur Rahman Biswas, who
took initiative to resolve the
crisis through discussion.
ended his mission by issuing a
statement after holding one
round of talks. This was not
expected by the people, he
added,

The Gano Forum g:{ader
:;Etﬂtd resumption the
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professionals near the Shapla Chattar (L) and a partial view of the BGMEA rally held near the

Avalanche kills

35 in Pak-held
Kashmir

MUZAFFARABAD. Mar 16
Al least 35 were killed
when an avalanche siruck a
remote mountain village in
Pakistan-administered sh-
:n';. -dminlilrlum officials

today, reports ; .
The mass of snow and rocks
over at least seven mud-
and-stone housss Friday night
in the Kail-Neemlum Valley,
located 150 kilometers 33
miles) northeast of Muzafl-
farabad. the state capital. an
official report siid.

President
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clared null and void

In a statement issued to the
press on Friday. the President
said that he was convinced,

following discussions with
political parties concerned and
the legal experts, that
formation of a non-party
caretaker ment needed
a hill to adopted in the
parliament.

The presidential statement
had alse said the fssue of the
caretaker government could be
referred to Lthe Supreme Court
tor a suggestion. provided the
feuding political camps unanj-
mously agreed to the proposi-
11on

The staggerin
crisis began with t
tion boycotting the parliament
in March 1994 following a
commen! by the then informa-
tion minister Nazmul Huda and
finally resigning en masse in
December the samne year de-
manding elections under
carclaker government

Citizens' rally
demands
cancellation

of Feb 15 polls

By DU Correspondent

Prominent citizens of the
country have demanded can-
cellation of the February 15
farcical election, re ation

of ‘illegal’ Prime Minister Be-
g KHhalada Zia and haldinag

political

— Star photo
WP to resist
JS session -
Biito, usterday. wRed oL A
dangerous c¢onsequence’ for
the su parliament

and the move to administer
oath to.the cabinet by the

President 'ignoring the will of
the people’. reports UNB.

A meet of the :
chaired member Haider

Akbar K Rono. sald the
Workers' Party would bulld up

resistance inst the session

of the 'so- uj::rllmnl.
Reacting to President’'s

statement of . the meet

ing said President had
shrugged off his responsibility.

BNP may pass
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:I:mﬂtng emergency Lo com-
bat the existing situation were

also made in the meeting. held
the PM's Tejgaon office , the
meeting sources said.

As per the discussions in
the meeting, the BNP Is Hkely
to the non- m
ment bill in the first session ol
the new parliament and ar
rangement of the next general
polls 1n May next.

Asked il the ruling part
would act in  a¢cordance wit
its earlier announcement to

ss the caretaker bill in the
iret session and hold fresh
Follu in May, Barrister Rafiqul
slam Mia, Works Minister and
member of the BNFP starding
committee told The Daily Star
last night: "As | understand.
the Prime Minister is publicly
committed on the two issues
and she would keep her com-
mitments s

Ctg gunfight
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and at least [ive hundred
rounds of gun shots aimed at
the thana office when sporadic
gunfights ensued in the city.

The Opposition activists re-

ly attacked police at dif-
erent places and a number of
police personnel were injured,

Police said ul bombs
were blasted today during the
clashes.

When the clashes started
the supporters of BNP attend-
ing the mee were escorted
by police and BDR to leave the

»oth the
A series
i places,

El‘ltéat:d
to-
of BNP
)osition
a style
around
nd po-

sed the
end the
lc gun-
Inesses
e from

entire

le were
ty and
Vere in-
'S, wit-

rought
lice at
dic
after

s said.
high in
by po-
ped up
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stormed in to some houses
near Killar Mor.

Of the injOred seven per-
sons — Kawsari .40 Md
Saber. 30, Ratan, 15,
Safaruddin. 35. Moni Akhter,

Medical College Hospital

(DMCH). medical sources said.
The incident was a

to enmity between the two

groups

Identitics of 7
Bangladeshis
killed in Bahrain

The seven Bang is
who were killed on ] s
bomb attack by a masked

group in Bahrain have been
identified BSS.

. reports
J'I:ﬂ:l‘l:lingin government
handout last = the victims

are: Delwar; of Zamir
Khan, village Bakra.-post office
Mostar Bazar, thana Matlab,
& . Md Manzor, son of

Kalu
office Jlmmm

Chlllﬁ!g, Ali. son of
Muzaifar Patwari, village
Moishdi, office Sayedpur ,
Bazar, . Chandpur,
post office and thana Ban-
charampur. Brahmanbaria.

ml' Hussain, son of late
g o B M

ua, : :
sonn of late Arab Ali.

village
e

. Bombs hurled at

Mizan's residence

Several bombs were hurled
at the Gulshan residence of

Jatiya Party acting Chairman
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
last night, s UNB.

Two bombs were exploded
with big bang in the lawn while
another near Chowdhury's
bedroom at about 10:45 pm,
his family sources said.

{Jhuwdhm? was not in his
residence at the time of bomb
blasts. Two youths rid a
motor cycle hurled the .
They left the place exploding
more bombs JP workers
chased them.

DUTA procession
today

By DU Correspondent
+ The . Dhaka Universit
Teachers' Association {DUTAS
has organised a silent proces
sion today 0 express its con-
cern over the political situa-

tion of the

country .

The r will start at 11:30
am from t eo Bangla
and will end at the Central
Shahid Minar..

Air fare for
L
Hajis reduced
Air fare for the non-ballot-
tee Hajis for the current

i
has been reduced to one thou-
sand US dgllars from one

reports BSS.

Similarly, the air fare for
the ballottee Hajis has been
reduced to Taka 36,000 from
Taka 40,000 this year.

The decision was taken at a
meeting ?'cnt:rday with State
Minister for Civil Aviation and
Tourism Major (retd) Abdul
Mannan in the chair.

The meeting also took'cer-
tain decisions for improving
the services to the Hajis.

BASA demands
security for

employees

By Staff Correspondent
" The Bangladesh Administra-
tive Service Association has
strongly demanded of the
government to . ensure full

security to all employees. x
The central executive

in an emergency meeting yes-
terday expressed deep con-
cern over the current political
crisis and observed that mem-
bers of the association at the
field level were being victims
of violence.

The meeting, held with the
association president Ataul
Haq in.the chair, also de-
manded a high level judicial
enquiry into the irregularities
in the February 15 s saying
the association members —
Deputy Commissioners (DCs)
and® Thana Nirbahi Officers

thousand one hundred dollars,

committee of the association

Ali, son of Tabarak Ali, village
Mangala Bazar, it office
Sadar (Kotwali). (Sl
het).

Hartal observed
in Siddhirgan)
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGAN.J, Mar 16: A
dawn-to-dusk hartal was ob-
served in the Siddhirgan)
thl;mn ]

modes of transport were
off the roads, shops were shut

and houses flew black flags
during the called a
lﬂtﬁﬂ;ﬂ of Jute tnh:
killing yesterday of Shahin,
28, a worker of Mill No 2 and

re edly an Awami League
activist.
However, the AJM oper-
ated normally and some work-
ers were seen wearing black

‘badges.

Floods in
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Mar 16: Stand
crops on about ten thou
acres have gone under water in
three thanas of due to

rains and onrush of m
ter from the upper stre
during the last four dl{l The
thanas :::I. Jakigamj,

In Gowainghat thana. boro
paddy on .several thousand
acres in Nimna Haor, Meuwa
Beel, Katia Haor, Chiru Haor,
Boula Haor. Pubsair Haor,
F{mlcghabrn Haor and Goala

aor have already gone under
water as the rains continued
for the last four days.

Sudden onrush of water
from the hilly areas across the *
border has also caused flood-

In Cnmpm%g%.n ﬂ'umnh
standlrflg crops ul
Haor, Telikhal Haor and th
low-lying areas of Islampur
Roni and Talikhal unio
have been inundated. 1
Jakiganj thana, boro and
crops on several thousa
acres have been inundated.

Hasina
From Page 1

The President has con
vened Parliament by misusin
his constitutional power, s
said adding that by SO
stood ainst the people. In™G
stead of acting as the Presi-
dent of the Republic he has
acted as a proteetor ‘of BNP in-
terest, she added. '

Meanwhile, BSS adds, lead-

ers of " tishil Gmn—Olm
y Ahmedul K

Jote" led
called on Sheikh Hasina at her
residence-at Dhanmondi in the
city. -

They exchanged views on
the latest political situation in
the country

. a press re-
lease said last

Bangabandhu
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1971, was born on this day in
1920 at Tungipara in

Awam 'Lcagl.m. its front or-
ganizations and various other
socio-cultural and political or-

of am- s)] — had meérely dis- ganizations have taken up elab-
charged constitutional respon- orate programmes to celebrate
rell to- sibilities under thegdifection of the birth day of bandhu.
1y, ‘who | the Election Comimfission, AL chief Sheikh Hasina,
{nnka.' | It asked the authorities to  daughter of Sheikh Muijib, in a
semifi- compensate those members of  statement on the occa yes-
the association. who were af- terday said: "On this auspicious
astralia | fected in various ways while eve we vow to transiate
p. They | discharging their duties. .Bangabandhu's dream for
ut that The association also 'Sonar Bangla', establishin
hard demanded that unreamﬁahlex basic and democratic ts
1d.” interference at all levels of* ' the people by ousting the ille-
administration be stopped im- gal audtocratic BNF govern-
mediately, ment.”
TI;{E; N 3 d 1 d “All through his grwr
' Bangabandhu cham
Stuart avy ep Oye cause. of the people and he
h‘:ﬁ:‘:* From Page | aspired for the hn-tc human
in Mec- | was learmt here. REE‘I:E:LL?: people.” said ‘the
dichael Moreover, the Singapore- !
based organisation, (.‘.g’rgo de- .+ hp’i"ﬂ““mt!’“ h"’gu in ﬂmﬂ y
1 Kalu- | cided in the same meeting to :i ow Iﬁﬂ e t“:h:n : ".5
suriya, | raise the estion surcharge @0 t'm! y ; a nﬂ“ Yl't
indade | here from US dollars to €50 r?nnd]‘? E;:l'fbu:nl.mm |
itunga | 100 US dollars per 20-feet E}_l‘mﬂ' ; u B:ﬂdu i
eratne. | container from April 8, the 'h€ morning. od u:he J
umara sources also informed wreaths ﬂ:hhflf T : .Ilﬂd
\ Vaas. Besides, port officials said ait of the late Eﬂﬁﬂ ¢
Pramo- | that were under pressure istoric ‘P"g ge - @
y and from the operators of the Wh“'m played. [
| stranded ships here for ". o u!:;;t.h“t! :h:
epherd ing reliéf to them from Bangabandh birth '
ekerior fhlr:. .mld fetvidt e _ AL will -lmnrg:npt:e a mﬂymﬂ:
e Me. |, Some of the shtp opersigrs P tomorTow & Fanthapath
_ also threatened to divert I:'hll:‘: t rally III .“' y
w ships to neighbouring ey part

| due to the deadlock, they/said.



