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BANGKOK. Thailand, Mar
160 A group of npﬁnlilhn
liticlans wants the House of
presentatives (o investigate
financial misman nt and
other scandals at the central
bank, a member of the opposi-
tion Democrat Party said
Friday. reports AP,
orn Ponlabutr, a De-
mocrat lawmaker, said Thai-
land's econpmic stability is
being threatened by a series of
scandals at the Bank of Thai-

land.
The Democrats are de-
that a House commit-
tee in ate the firing last

ear of the Securities and
change Commission chair-
man, a h‘{:i_.ll:;-ﬁ bank's loan; to
a u oliticians so t
m&r}g Ela the stock markt?
and stock purchases made by
central bank Governor Vijit

Eg the past year the

SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 1996

A central bank spokesman _
said Friday that Vijit wasn't
Ellmw to comment on the

at motion.

Perhaps the most troubling
controversy came in December
when Securities and Exchange
Commission chief Ekamol Khi-
riwat was dismissed by Finance

‘Minister Surakiart Sathirathai,
and then sacked from his
position as deputy
the Bank of Thail

verémr of
1jit.

The finance nunPs)Eerjuaid
Ekamol had leaked state se-
crets. but has so far offered no
evidence. Observers have

called the political. :
m Ekamol affair

didn*t hel how foreign in-
vestors v.lew the central bank,"”
said Graham Catterwell, acting
managlng director of Deutsche
MOEgﬂt.l;l rmﬁﬁ:ﬂ Secuﬂtlilca
Latterwell agreed that on
several occasions over the past

. used in 8 no-co

Thai Opposition for probe
into central bank scandals

ongkorn said that because
of Flnlnct Minister Surakiart
Sathirathai's involvement in

some of, the controversies, a

committee's findings could be

n.ﬁderu:c vote

against Prime Minister Banh-

ﬁu;l Stlpa-archa's ruling coali-
n.

Vijit is also under fire for

holding shares in Siam City
Credit ance and Securities
Public Co. Ltd.

Matichon, a Thai-language .

newspaper, reported that in
1993 Vijit, in his capacity as
central bank governor, took
part in deliberations over
whether Siam City would be al-
lowed to list on the stock ex-
e at the same time as he

lding stock in the com-

Two weeks before the fi-

-high in UAE

ABU DHABI, Mar 16: The

- United Arab Emirates (UAE),

one of the world's richest
countries, is suffering hi
| t rates among
national population because of
excessive reliance on Asians
and other !hreignerl a lnca.l

study said uu:l‘?r

Cl al
lludy estimated ere mc
lrmnd 15,600 Hm nation-

formnrethm

15 nent“:?thtlnulwurk.
i
to 7.1

The level compéres
. cent in Nerth America and
.9 per cent in the European
llll'tl:h.-m.ml;lltr.i ‘the study. pub-
The bitter fact fs that the

currencies

Bangladesh, Iran, Egyp

other countries that are a

source of labour, means that

wl in the UAE will remain
by local standards of

Computers now
high on list
of wedding

presents in China
Cﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂ Mar 16: The

the list of :
One newly e

went to a puter shop in

Ch the largest city in

southwest China to collect an
11,000 yuan latest model

e tﬂ;ltcml to the
cou from mother
-ﬂ&w
Computers. once r

in scientific research institu-
tions a decade ago, has become

'China is in a second fever
of computer popularisation,'.
sald Tan Haoqiang, a neted

ter expert.

an, Deputy President of
the Beijing Automation Engin-
eering Institution, disclosed
that the first fever took place
in the 1980s, when more than
one million viewers watched
Ris lectures on the general
knowledge of computer via TV.

A.lmuut nine million people

t _copies of his book —
Ianfuagc of computer.’
have come to see
that computers are a good
helping hand in dalily life, as
well as in work, study and
business.' Tan added.

To help people to master
computer knowledge. radio
and TV stations have offered
special programmes. N

ers and magazines have
aunched columns, and
courses are
mushrooming m:ruu the coun-

A survey found that the
computer news' in Chongging
has into the lar
professional journal specialis-
ing in computers since it first
appeared in 1992 It's sales
have been increasing annually
by 30 per cent.

The government of
Guangzhou, capital of Guang-
dong province, has issued a
stipulation demanding all gov-
ernment stafl members under
50 cnrn uld must learn gen-

as
chu-cn cnmpu ter tc-chin;
ceritres

specially for the train-
ing of its ﬂnplsyyou, :

fn ood talks,

| over the cnu:iatflmlyuue of food
aid to the
Kurdish north,

collapse
diplomat said on condition of

| *That would make it appear

year for investors’ confi-

actions 91‘ the Bank of dence in capital markets ' nance com an . was listed,

Thailand, arly the ac- has been undermined by the  Vijit held shares. He

tions of the or, have af-  tentral bank. But he said poli- now holds’ 74 000 shares. ac-
fected investors, and ‘tics also played a role in the cording to filings with the

-investors confidence in  Democrats motion for a House Commerce Ministry. and the

and.” said A.Iongk:arn. ‘ l:nmmittee Stock Em:hange of Thailand.
Unemployment I UN, Iraq divided over

- food aid to Kurds

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 16:

l While the United Nations and

have made progress in oil
are divided

autonomous
ts uald

nf the talks, a UN

Th:ueeundrmmdnftﬂka

which began this week. had

been to end Frid:ﬁ
but -sides said t.hey
continue Monday.

"Unfortunately, we could

not quh our Tt uaf b;h?
chie Irﬂnnegn ator, u

insists that it
theh'fltq:od that -will leu-

tributed in the largely au-
tonomous Kurdish of.
the country, diplomats said.

th the food gomes from
Hussein's t.
The United N wan-

ting it to be clear thnt the aid
comes from the international
community. insists that it buy

AMSTERDAM, Mar
Fokker planes have plied the
airways !’ur 77 years but thé
last deudr_ .has seen the
world’'s largest aircraft
battered by turbulent markets

and on Frldlutémﬂy cras-

hed, :

, a for Dutch
i e 2, 0
cause of intolerable debts

racked bymnhngltlphxm
in strong -el.l.ln.
tﬁmhﬁm‘

turtmlml.nurkﬁl

Mtnf pm'ruitnumuchl’n}'

one edt ploneer

aviation. i .
The indus-

ofits of its air-
iine m and aircraft over-
supply ressed ces and
crushed pe

margins.
Fokker's collapse is ex-
pected to lpl.rt the
mass redundan [#t.::h
cor?rlte hutory ‘I"H.h close

hfgh!r-lkllled
But,

many
!ullng their

behind the recent
years, lies a glorious

Since it was founded as a
commercial aircraft builder on
July 21, 1919, Fokker has de-
signed and built over 125 dif-

ferent of . including
the Fo which made
aviation history. in 1922 by
crossing the United States
coast-to-coast.

The company was among

the plnnterl of passenger
. It built the eight-sea

F VIl in 1924 and made
the first direct flight from the
Netherlands to Dutch
Indonesid in the same year. Its
founder's death in December
1939 and the outbreak of

World War 1] halted roject
development. e

In 1946 it was rebuilt by

the pult occupation govern-

to foster an inde-
pendm:lﬁtch aerospace in-

Fokker nosedives after
77 years in the sky

- the

and distribute the Eooda

US and Britis dip]umnts
have said repeatedly that they
will oppose any agreement that

}rpeamtna Saddam

The ‘United Nations impo-

sanctions Lt

raq in 1 after Baghdad's

Invnﬂnn of Kuwait. The munr.ﬂ

hu said it will not consider

of the sanctions un-

ﬂl Iraq cooperates fully with
UN wea monitors.

In  April.
Nations offered to allow Iraq to
sell 1 billion dollars worth of
oil every 90 days to buy
humanitarian aid. Iraq rejected
the offer at first. saying UN
controlled oil sales would

violate its sovereignty, but

.finally agreed in January to

talk.. \

The resolution specifies
that 130 million dullmp‘t:n 150
million dollars of the food aid
the distributed in the Kurdish
north. It allows Iraq to pur-

“chase and distribute food and

other humanitarian aid in
nther arts of the country.
observation.

10- -year marriage to
Gﬂ'm-l.l'.l ane-maker in
19608 foreshadowed
Fokker's 1993 rescue
Daimier Benz AG unit Deutsche

ce (DASA). but reces-

sion pushed Fokker into the
red and prom the first of
many state ts in IBHT

h ear later Fokker axed

ijob-uummn

back in the black -ﬂh

of 83 million guilders (

on, dollas) and “Predicing

a ng

merger talks with DAS’BU
Within a year the turbulent

aircraft industry had placed

Fokker .back on the rack —

;t;:tteﬂngﬂilttoﬂn:?cu .nld.l

u

tnership with DASA.
Keen tu

grab Fokker's im-
pressive know-how and expe

rience, DASA agréed to pay
880 million uilders in
October, 1992 for a 51 per
cent stake.

But, as the aircraft market
nosedived. the German com-
pany imposed new conditions
and forced down the cost to
686 million guilders in a deal
that was finally sealed in
March, 1993.

DASA stood by Fokker and
never publicly ntd it regretted
its investment, but loyaity ex-
acted a high price.

On February 1, 1994,
Fokker announced more job
cuts, laying off 1,900 workers
in a bid to trim costs. A month
later it disclosed a record loss
of 460 million guilders which
it blamed on hﬂ‘l'jf restructur-
ing char

Last st Fokker posted
record first-half losses nf 651
million guilders and wamed of
a bleak year ahead. Soon after,
it emerged that shareholder
equity had been wiped out.

The government and DASA
spent the last three months of

199;.5 locked in desperate

Exchange Rates
Janata Bank

The foliwoing are the dealing rates 1o public for some scelected foreign currencies with

Bmghﬁlhl Taka as on March 16, 96

(Figures in Taka)
Selling Buyimg
Name of ‘ TT&OD ‘[ac T TClean| OD Sight | OD Transter
Cumency | \__Expor Bills
US Dollar 41 1620 412150 40 8660 40 7026 405909
GB Pound * 63 143] 632196 62 1691 619110 61 7488
D Mark 281313 28 1673 27 6317 27 5170 77 4449
F Franc f 2039 22139 8.0607 80273 3 0062
JP Yen - 0.3937 0.3942 0 Y841 0 3825 03815
C Dellar 30 3299 10 66h 29 7985 29 6748 29 5970
S Franc 34 BR20 4 7241 4 2631 4 | 208 A4 0314
lanata Bank s selimg and buymg rates m cash currency for publis
| US DLR BP S Ruyal UAE DH Kuw Dinar
: ¥ ;
Buywn g 4] 7500 o0 8931 |1 0000 10 7600 131 BODO

the United

visits by another-

55 Chinese

businessmen

* TAIPEI, Mar 16: Taiwan
has ap visits here by an-
other 55 Chinese businessmen
and plans to ease regulations
uurrnund! such trips, a
ernment l:ill said t
reports AFP

Among thr.- bb
authorised Friday to come to
Taiwan  for business activities
were 28 agents of Taiwan's
computer giant Acer Inc,

which is hosting an interna-
tional sales meeting in June,
said investment commission
executive secretary Tsail, Lien

'H-Fi

- ‘Shengo

A total of 408 Chinese busi-
nessmen have been authorised
to trave] to Taiwan since such
trips were allowed in mld'
1995 , Tsail added.

‘l"hc commission is also
planning to lower- capital
quirements on local eli-

ble to invite mainlanders for
usiness trips from 30 million
dollars ( 1.1_million US)
Kzzﬂenl to 20 million dollars,
said

Some 20,000 Taiwanese
enterprises have invested in
the Communist mainland,
committing an estimated 25
billlon US dollars in capital,
according to the investment
commission, an agency that
comes under the aegis of the
economy ministry.

USaldtohel

JERUSALEM, Mar 16: Israel
plans to create a separation
zone between {tself and the
West Bank, complete with gu-

« nrd tnweru electronic fences

to stop
t:rruriutn ufﬁcia uald

ThTh ::d l' h
- s t part ol the
'-'-jl' uﬁucume from aid
miaed President Clinton.
ut a Etlte t official
in Washington said the aid
would not be used for that

pu
EFI'? njr:ct which would
require l:nnﬂucatlnn of Pales-

tinian' land, has -been de-
nounced by Palestinian leaders

| as a unilateral attempt by Israel

to define a border.

And the State D-epnrtmcnt
official, commenting on condi-
tion of anonymity, said., "The
United States does not intend
Iarméyndnllftllldlabcumdln
any of permanent separa-
tion zdme.”

But police spokesman Eric
Bar-Chen said Israeli police

t at least some of the
million  dollars Clinton,
Eiiedgad Thursday to go toward

hen called it "a sort of
dr.:nﬂlltm:ed zone” along the
200-mile (300 kilometers)
frontier to protect Israel from
infiltration terrorists.

The project, first proposed

the late
itzhak Ra.bln. was ap
by Israel’s Cabinet in emer-
gency session on March 3
after suicide bombings rocked
the nation.

Though some in Israel be-
lieve their nation and the
Palestinians could benefit from
economic cooperation and do
n-nt wlnt such a traumatic and

bo © ation, after the
mbin ere were few
= I‘lﬁldm : t the idea.

e (o] s Lo
cost 3 m:llhnn cmt:dmd

take at least two years tn
complete.

Israel plans to build 18 b-ur
der crossings and seat off all
back roads to prevent Pales-
tinians from s into Is-
rael without permits, Har-
Chen said.

In some areas. electronic

'fmm will be set up to

rate lsrael from the West Bnnk
as is now done on th: border
Mlh Lebanon.

Each Pulutuummu be is-
sued a identity card,
and entry into Israel will be
strictly limited, as it now is in
the Gaza Strip, where the fron-
tier is entirely fenced in.

“Some of the will go
to this project.” said Shimo
Dror, spokesman for the Israel
army unit that coordinates pol-
icy toward the Palestinians.

Dror said Israel was
:: liiiihtbuunliwd States to help

mb sniffing dogs and
provide electronic equipment
to detect infiltrators along the
separation line.

Israel also needs helf-
copters and all terrain vehicles
iq:idhclp patrol the zone, he

Philip C. Wilcox, director of
the State Department office of
counterterro
with Israeli Internal Securijty
Minister Moshe Shahal next
week on the exact Israeli re-
quests, police said.

Shahal, the leading propo-
nent of the separation plan,
said in a television interview
that Israel had submitted a re-
quest to the United States for
110 millon dollars in equip-
ment to fight terrorism.

Some US equipment, such
as bomb detection devices,
will be used in bus stations.
That would part of the effort
to deter suicide bombers who
have killed scores of Israelis in
attacks in an attempt to stop

the Israeli Arab peace process.

Hanan Ashrawi, a leadin
Palestinian s WOMAn an
member of the newly
Palestinian self rule council,
said border fences would cut
off nearly 1 million West
bankers from jobs and markets
in lsrael on which they de-

pend.

‘Taiwan approves

ov-

mainlanders

re-.

Palestinian econom
at -

E{I'

.

fﬂar Ihllr

1r7

* .

-

I sraelz blockade of Gaza, WB costs

- Palestine millions of dollars

GAZA CITY, Gaza Stri
16: Falcstininn farmer nuaa
Zurub watched helplessly as a
grubby white donkey munched
on a box of cucumbers that had-

rotted during the Israeli
blockade of the West Barnk and
Gaza Strip says AP,

"“That's huw most of my
produce is :nd up, feed for °
the animals,” Zuarub, who.

before the cluaure exported
800 boxes of tomgtoes, cu-
cumb:ra and potat

%uruh is happy if local
vcndurs buy his vegetables at a
quarter of the pre-closure
price. :

The blockade of the West
Bank and Gaza, imposed by Is-
rael on Febru 25 aﬂ:r a
series of suicide bings by
Palestinian militants, costs the
millions
of dollars a day in lost wages
and exports.

Unemployment has soared
to 70 per cent, medical care is

close to collapse and schools

UNITED NATIONS. Mar 16:
In Nairobi, Kenya, enough wa-
ter is lost through 1| e or
theft to supply the nation's
second-largest city. In China;
government figures show 300
:g.ich suffer serious water

ortages, reports AP.
Around the world, l:nuuring
adequdte supplies of fresh wa-

ter is becoming a major prob-
lcm because of growing popu-
lation, urbanjlatlnn and enwvi
ronmental adation.

The United Nations hnpea

- to draw attention to the prob-

lem during the UN. Confer-
ence on Human Settlements
set for June 3-14 in lstanbul

'| Turkey.

"I suspect that in the next
50 years, we will see a shift
from oil to water as the cause
of great conflicts between na-
tions and peoples.” said Wally
N'Dow, secretary-general of

klhe Istanbul conference.

“There is ‘a tremendous
economic and human cost in-
volved due to Inadequate sup-
plies of water,"” he said.

The effects of inadequate
fr:uhwater supplleu are felt

'raeii
Peres said Thursday he would
only lift the siege once he con-
sidered it safe to do so. Israel
dempndﬂ that Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat arrest the
Muslim militant leaders be-

hind tHe recent viclence.
to Israel - :

the Gaza Strip
world’'s most dcnucl]r po
lated areas’ with more than.
950,000 people
145 square miles (377

kilometers). — seems ready to
blow. J

are in clluarra with 50

cent of the Wcut Bank teachm :
kept from their{jobs by army
ruadblﬂcku s

8, Is-
imon

ite the hardshi
me Minister

Arafat warned Thursday that

the blockade, which ha.rs two
million' Palestinians from en-
terin
more attacks. “This closure...

has given a very good platfnrm
for those who are against
peace,”

Israel, could spawn

Arafat said.

After 20 days of blockade,
— one of Lh:
u-

eezed into
uare

"A prison cell is larger than

strongest in the develo ng
world, N'Dow said. Throughout
the developing world, an esti-
mated 20 per cent of urban

. families buy water from ven-

dors because they have no ac-
cess to municipal systems.

In Khartoum, Sudan, for ex-
{hlmpl:' families with ncm;o to

e water systemn pay about
2.60 dollars a I'I:m::rntl!l:II l%r Ser-
vice, Khartoum families that
buy from vendors, who deliver
sacks of water hf donkey, pay
an average 16 dollars a menth.

35 per cent of -a
Khartoum family's month

That can amount to about .

oor
in-

. come, UN studies show.

Poor water supplies also an
enormous toll on
The United Nations estimates

that only five per cent of the
wastes entrntcd in cities
worldwi is chemicall

treated bcfnr: it is dumpe
into rivers or the ground.
Pollutants then slowly seep
their way back into streams
and ground water and end up

back in the sources of dnnldng '

water.
A 1991 cholera outbreak in

- Tayyeb, a

hecoaxedahakcrtnucllhlm :

_ meager savings, uuld

Wednesday and Th

- tems, cost the country

_accordin

public health. .

Gaza them: d This is d
me-* crnzy as};d Mnhaﬂﬂnﬁ
a' retired teacher, as

Eghm: flour to make batter for

No one was s in Gaza
deaplte shortages of flour,
sugar and other food staples.
But many families -dipped into
ld jew-
elry — the dowry of Palestinian
women — or borrowed money
to make sure children had
en to eat. -

Israel eased the closure
slightly this week, allowing
food conyvoys into Gaza on

ursday'and
fve.rmltting fishermen to take
heir boats up to six kilome-
ters (four mﬂcs] into the sea
ageer a weeklong naval block-
a

Palestinians expnrt about
400 million dollars a year, with
80 per cent of the gon-du going
to Israel.

Palestinian economist
Samir Huleileh said unem-

"UN. conference seeks to draw
attention to world's water Crisis

Peru, brought ahuut by sub-
standard water and sewer sys-

_about
1.5 billion dollars in lost
tourism and fishing revenues.
to the UN Deve-

lopment Programme.

‘In Europe, 40 or 50 years
aft::r the inatallfli?nn of a good
water system, life expectan
in the case of France jumpg
by an avera, e of 30 years.
N'Dow said. eloping coun-
tries must go along the same

path."

But dcw:lnped countries are
not immune from the prob-
lems. N'Dow cited declining

- water supplies in the western

United States, where booming
populations in southern Cali-
fornia, Arizona and parts of
Texas have strained resources.
UN officials believe the an-
swer lies in upgrading and ex-
water :
purification systems. During
the Istanbul conference, N'Dow
said, participants will discuss
new technologies and excha-
nge ideas on how to improve
and finance water svstermis.

Prime Minister

sm. will confer

elected

‘Taiwan economy a victim of -

TAIPEI, Mar 16: After a
slump in the property market

and a string of bank failures, a -

war of nerves with China is the

last thing thé Tatwanese econ-

omy needs, reports AP.

The eight-month crisis has
turmed Taiwan's stock market
into a roller coaster, and its
vaunted foreign currency re-
serves have lost weight as
Talwanese rush to buy U.S cur-
renicy as a hedge against war.

"Through waves of more
and a more menacing military
moves, China is degnonstrating
its abflity to influence Taiwan's
financial markets and the

overall economy," says Chen
Wen-Lang. an economist at the
China Trust Bank.

The government is making
an all out effort to prop up the
‘buying shares and

markets,

Chinese war of nerves -

selling U.S dollars to boost the

Taiwanese currency.
But public confidence con-

tinues to flag with every round
of Chinese missile tests — the

most recent on Friday — and

every military exercise — the

latest, using live ammunition,
starting Tuesday.

The military thn:alu already

have pushed Taiwan's 1995

economic growth rate down by

almost a percentage point to 6
per cent, and the situation is
so volatile that economists are
reluctant to predict the 1996
rate. The main stock index has
lost 13 per cent since Jurie.

In the past week, people
have bought so much U.S cur-
rency that banks have had to
set a ceiling of 3,000 US dollar
per transaction and fly in

The heavy buying becomes a

vicious circle, because it
prompts rumours that the gov-
ernment will. impose- controls
and people rush te buy even
more foreign currency before

it's too late.,
Taiwan, of course, has a

huge cushion to fall back on.
The island of 21 million peo-
ple is the world's 14 largest
trading power. It may not have
diplomatic relations with many
countries, including the Uni-
ted States, but those countries
are keen on Taiwanese invest-
ment. Some 20 American sta-
tes have trade representatives
here,

"Thousands of them have
poured into China to develop a
24 billion dollars stake in the
mainland since 1987.

stribution and -

- day

W{. htg.a risen to nl:;iné.lt 70
cent, from abnut
eent before the closure. pet
In addltion to some 60,000
registered workers who lost
their jobs in Israel, there are
some 75,000 others who used
to,sneak into the Jewish state
to find memial jobs and now
have to stay home, he said.
The uil: of 465 West Bank
towns villages that has
conﬂned Palestinians to their
communities since March 4
has also led to the shutdown of]|
many factories. Teachers can't
get to their schools and doc-

.tors can't reach clinics and

hospitals.

Nazmi Mansour, whu
teaches first grade in the
Amari refugee camp in the
West Bank, said he sneaked
past an army roadblock Thurs-
to get to school for the
first time in over a week., Man-
sour said he had to walk three
miles (five kilometers) through

'back roads and miuscd the |

B

T R

g
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Must uf‘ the petrol pumps in the city, as elsewhere inn the country, on ﬂm of closure due to

e
A g

i

tha Uppo-mnn-!pumred mdsﬁmt.a m—mupurnunn movement.

emergency supplies of cash.
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US mounts d1plomat|c offensive
on wheat crisis

PARIS, Mar 16: The United
States pursued urgent diplo-
matic talks with food import-
lnf nations on Friday to t tu

vital wheat shipments

ain.l n after a rare crop dil
ease halted US exports to 21
countries, diplomats said. re-
ports Reuter.

A deal over food safety rules
must be reached quickl
release up to one bi
of wheat stranded near US
ports since Wednesday, just as
Flobn] grain stocks are running
ow.

"We are trying as quickly as

ble to work put ways with
each individual country for
¢commerce to comtinue.,” a US
:I:E}nmll close to the talks

Wheat markets have been in
disarray since Wednesday
when the US the world's top

0
lar -

fer, halted most ris
fnlnwi an outbreak of the
foul-smelling karnal bunt fun-
gus in Arizona.
The US riculture De-
partment (USDA) says the
roblem is serious, but con-
ained to a small area of the
mull::z. which has been quar-

t ;

Bunt disease — also known
as stinking smut of wheat —
has not invaded the vast major-

of America’'s h crop. It
ects quality, but is nnt
h to humans.

The effective embargo Il
necessary because many na-
tions ban imports from any

. country where the disease hn

broken out.
China, the world's largest
rter, is waiting for some

im
2.5 million tonnes Fnln be-
cause of the halt has ac-

“diplomats estima

cused the United States of
double standards over its
wheat policy.

The United States has for
some time criticised Chinese

rules barring | rts of wheat
containing another disease,
known as K, as a trlde' bar-
rier.

Diplomats said the US was
tnf wiftly to find a com-

tomise over the word
mporrturl health restrictions

turmmuportllndhudnﬂ"

JAny tragle friction.
“For the 21 countries they

have to work out something,
because they cannot issue the
certificates for export.

In all, three to four million
tnnmnul'whutmﬂ-nndby
davehmnmm-mn
silos or on grain ve
“Im; to be l.a:I“ abroad,

of .

first two clam: !

Unions at ROK
Y TV, radio

support stnkmg
MBC staff

SEOUL, Mar 16: Labour
unions at South Korean televi-
;133 e’.q,nt«il1 radio lﬁt;ﬂﬂnu said on

ay they would s -
thy strikes if the ;%eﬂﬁggt
intervened to end a stoppage
at the nation's second-largest
broadcaster, reports Reu

Hundreds of journalists,
&rudueera and support staff at

unhwa Bruadcaatt g Corp
(MBC) entered the third day nf
their strike, forcing the com-
pany to cut its television pro- .
grammea :

“We have agreed to start a
joint action once the authori-
ties inttmn: in the Munhwa
affairs.” said Kim Jin-Young,
spokesman for the joint com-
mittee of labour unions at

television and radio stations.

The committee represents

uninns at National Broadcas- '

Companies, including the .
uta g Kur:a Brnadcautmg Sys-
tem (KBS), the country's lar-
gest station.

Munhwa union members
are protesting against what
they call the politically-moti-
vated appointment of the
company president, Kang
Sung-Koo, to a second three-
year tesm.... . . ;

The cnmpan 's board ap-..;
evnv:d the rcappﬂlntmmt on

ednesday, but protesters ar-
gue the dccisiun was made un-

er government influence be-
fore general elections due on
April 11. .

“We believe the decision

was made to use our m:twnrk

1in the el:ctinn campaiﬁn

Yoon Byoung-
man for Mun wa a labour unl

on, sa.td on Thursday.

Munhwa's majority share-
holders is the foundation for
broadcast culture, which was
set up in the late 1980s by the
government to promote inde-
pendent management. The
union says the foundation is in-
fluenced by the government.

Yoon said the strike by 870
union members, out of about
1,400 -full-time &m mye:a
would continue until tﬁ
agement accepted th:lr dt-

mand that Kang resign imme-

[Yiately.

Yoon said Kang and the
board chairman had met an -
.aide to president Kim Yuung-
Sam to discuss the reappoint-
ment. President Kim heads the
ruling new Korea Party. whieh
is battling to keep its parlia-
Emntary majority in the elec-

ons,

Farm workers in
Paraguay threaten
further protests

ASUNCION, Paraguay, Mar
16: Angry farm workers,
threatening to octupy land and
block roads nationwide, ac-
cused the government Friday

of ignoring their demands for -
better working conditions, re-
ports AP.

"The overnment and -
Congress have no.answer for
us, so, colle , occu ation
is the only solution,” Alberto.

A o onses’ Orpinies
tional Farm Wo
tion told some 30,000 workers
at a rally outside Congress in
downtown Asuncion. '

"All this is di ceful and -
frustrating.” said rio Fer-
nandez, another leader, "the
president does not want to -
solve the problems of farm
workers. We Wwill close down
roads across the country in
protest.

The ::Iemnnltrltnrl were to
return to their homes in the

country's interior while agri- «
cultural leaders*held weekend
‘meetings to discuss a plan of
action. :
Earlier Friday, the workers,
chanting protest slogans and
waving ers, marched to

the' capital to demand better
prices for their land
rights . and improved social
benefits.

Fourteen lead-
ers met with t Juan
Carlos Wasmosy, but lltﬂ"
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