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.~ problems for US exporters

WASHINGTON, 'Mar 16: As
t disputes with Canada

continuing s for
S exporters, ll::curding to

have no thouble with legl?—
ect cul-
. but view cultural trade
in Canada,
ere as ways to tect
more -than ts for
interests. ’
“It's not about culture: it's
t . one official said.

anybody ¢an.” one

Just March ‘1] US Trade
Representative Mickey Kantor
initiated the most recent

challeng

case in the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) against
discriminatory magazine
practices.
Canada .simply -grnhlhlt:
imports of most non-Canadian
azines and inflicts discrim-
inatory penalties on the few
enﬁ:ted from the embargo.
e WTO case concerns
Sports [lustrated-Canada, a
split-run version of the US
gﬁlﬂn{: that includes some
les on Canadian sports
published only for the Cana-
dian edition. Sports Illustrated
and other Time-Warner publi- °
cations have an n from

the em because of their
longstanding presence in
Canada. : -

The case challenges one of
the discriminatory practices.
an 80-per cent excise tax on
advertising in split-run

ﬂnﬁ:
work called Country
- Television (Canada), putting

imposed in a way to
cap nqn-Canadian split run
magazines at a smaller number
of issues than Canadian-owned

ones.
It also ch the entire
. but some other
discriminatory practices —
deemed Kantor's office as
beyond the confines of this

case — such as Canada's disal-

and lowance of an income-tax de-
duction for Canadians who ad-

vertise in split-run magazines.

In the 1993 North Ameri-

© can Free Trade Agreement,

Canada insisted on exemp
its cultural industries — p:lnu.lt‘

film and video, music., radio

and television — from market-
opening commitments.

As a result, the United
States retains its right to retal-
iate under Section 301 of US
trade law nst any uhfair
Canadian cultural trade barrier
if negotiations to secure elimi-
nation of the barrier fail, The

case was flled as part of
such a Section 301 investiga-
tion.
Another Section 301 case
on cultural barriers was settled
March 7. That case started

" after the Canadian Radio-tele-

vision and Telecommunica-
tions Commissgion (CRTC
banned Nashville-based Coun-
try Music Television (CMT)
from broadcasting in Canada
after a decade of serving cable
audiences there.’

To protect the fledgling
Canadian-owned New Country
Network, CRTC acted .under a.
Fnl - denying market access
0 loreign-owned television
services that compete directly
with Canadian-owned services.

Under the settlement, the
two networks agreed to form a

Canadian co net-
usic

‘can do so

CMT back on television north.

of the border.

US trade officials applaud
the eement but mble
that the offending Canadian
law remains on the books. pre-
ven HBO films, MTV music
videos, ESPN sports pro-

and other staples of
S cable television from
in CAnada.

As they see it, the CMT case
demonstrates that money, pot
culture, Hes behind the trade
barrier: The Canadian network
presented the same music
vi as CMT with few addi-
tional Canadian performers in
the mix.

It's about who's going to

'make money on thie product,”

uneuuﬂ!dll-uid‘
governments want
to foster their cultures, th
legitimately throu
subsidies, he said. But because
lﬂ:ﬂdﬁe- raise r.:nntru;er_ly
about Fmrcrnment spending,
he said, government officials
tn{h_e the easier course of ban-
ning competitive imports, n-
cullt::rn] nationalism.

"They're just wrapping
themselves in flag." he said.
i to crass nationalism
is easy for l{?r politician to do.”

. Me said US exporters have
two basic aims in foreign mar-
kets: access for their books.
music, television programme
and films, and opportunity to
adapt their products to the lo-
.cal ;udimnf. : ,

Y employi cultural-in-
dustry hnn'itrun.lguvernmenu
in Canada and elsewhere often
thwart those aims: -

— CRTC licegsing require-
ments effectively discriminate
against US of direct-
to-home satellite television
broadcastin@? services in
Canada. -

— Canada has proposed
copyright legislation, not yet

introduced, that would effec-
uv:éy deny US performs and
producers their share of rev-
tnue from a tax on blank audio
tape sales intended to com-
pensate for unauthorized re-
production of recorded music.

— Under the 1989 Broad-
casi Directive, European Union
(EU) members must reserve a
majority of entertainment
transmission time for Euro-
pean-origin Jlrngraml, Hmiting
access to US programmes.

France has exceeded even
the EU Broadcast Directive re-
quirement radio and
television quotas of 60-per
cent European pro;rnmmﬁg
and 40-per cent French pro-
gramming.

— Australia requires that 50

per cent of a comunercial tele-

vision station's a annual
broadcasts between 6 am and

t must be dedicated to
Australian ammes, which

are defl by a complex for-
mula. '

US trade officials note a
trend here: These countries
generally do not restrict im-

ports of US films because their

private-sector theaters
on them. They do restrict im-
ports of US television pro-

grammes that would compete
with largely government .
ated ente

casting
— "elite cartels.” one official
called them.
Almost no one imposes re-
strictions on US films because

no one wants to watch local
films,” he said.

With Section 301 c.nu'nn'

CMT and %qiom INustrated, he
said. the nton administra-
tion has shown its determina-
tion to tackle trade rmtncuun-
ism parading as cultural pro-
tection. . ;

“We will not let these prac-
tices go unchecked.” he said.
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WASHINGTON, Mar 16.
Factories output in the United
States surged by the largest
amount in more than eight
years while inflationary pres-
sures eased in February —
more evidence thr:l Ft:unnmy is

nging back to life.
spﬁmn&bﬂur Department re-
ported Friday that consumer

rices edg ug a moderate

.2 per cent in February, half
the increase a month earlier,
as milder temperatures damp-
ened demand for energy.

The Federal Reserve said
that output at the nation's fac-
tories, mines and utilities
soared 1.2 per cent last
month, the b t advance in
more than t years. It had
fallen 0.4 per cent in January.

, same report also pro-
vided fresh evidence inflation
is tame. The Federal Reserve
sald the nation's industries
were operating at 82.9 per
cent of ca ty. with little

sign of production bottlenecks
that mu.ﬁd boost

Although the rate was up
from 82.1 Pcr cent in January,
it was well below the 85.1 per
cent at the beginning of 1983.
which had caused concerns

*t prices might begin to spi-

The ntgfe in production
was credl in part to a re-
bound from the plant closings
caused by the East Coast Bliz-
zard. It was the third increase
in the last four
had been one of the weakest
sectors of the economy.

The output figures reflect
rising employment. The gov-
ernment reported last week
that &lyrnlh surged * by
705.0 in February, the
] t increase since 1983.

AWA: Privatisation of
Canada's air traffic control
system has been delayed by at
kmneu ' ttin legisla

ys in getting legislation

ast the Commons mean Nav

anada is not expected to take
over the system until July 1,
instead of April | as originally

lanned, said an official in

ansport Minister David An-
derson's office.

Anderson reintroduced a

bill Thursday that would

S

months in what\
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CARS THAT MAKE SENSE

Trade dispute with Canada poses (BRIEES | Arab states lose oil income

due to global inflation

ABU DHABI, Mar 1 Arab
states have lost more than two
thirds of their real oil income
over the past 15 years due to

obal inflation and a decline in
the US dollar, an official report
showed yesterday, accor ing
to AFP.

The oil revenues of Arab
pmducinf members stood at
31.38 billion dollars in real
terms in 1994 compared with
a record 98.66 in 1980, said
the report by the Organisation
of Arab Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OAPEC).

The study calculated real
earning on the basis of the dol-
lar price in 1973, taking into
account its ch
ing power apd'world inflation.

It gave no figures for 1995,
but experts said the revenues
were slightly higher due to an
improvement in the dollar and
nominal ofl prices.

In nominal terms, the total
Arab oil earnings stood at 86.8
bilion dollars in 1994 com-
pared with 216.9 billion dol-

lars in° 1980, their highest

levet,
The sharp decline was due
to a drop in oll prices to

around 15.5 dollars from 36
dollars, according to the
Kuwaiti-based O :

The fall tn the real income
occurred although Arab on
Trnductinn was higher in
994, standing at around 18
million barrels per day.

The fall was main

obal inflation and a J

due to
ecline In

the value of the US dollar. the

official price of ofl.

“The Arab oil earnings are
now negligible compared to
those during the oil be-
cause of inflation and the weak
purchasing power of the US
dollar. | don't see any major
improvement in the hear fu-
tare,” a Gulf economist said,

purchas- ~

Arab neighbours, which con-
trol around 60 cent of the
world's oil. suffered most as
they produce nearly two thirds
of T{IE total Arab oil output and
crude rts account for the
bulk of their income.

The steady erosion of their
revenues has prompted calls to
detach their currencies from
the US dollar and price their

Iraqg's sufferings
will end thru'
deal with UN'

BAGHDAD., Mar 16: The suf-
ferings of the Iragi le un-
der sanctions would only be
g:rﬂ}r alleviated by agreement

tween Iraq and the UN on
an oil-for-food plan, a United
Natiops ‘Childrens Fund
([UNICEF) official said today.

“If you look at the terms
and conditions (of the agre--
ment)] and the amount f(of

money), it covers the par-
tial needs.” Philippe Heffinck.
UNICEF Representa in Iraq
told Reuters.

Irag and the United Nations

ended their second round of.

talks on the deal on Friday
without able to solve the
delicate issue of how to dis-
tribute basic necessities to
rebel Kurds in northern Iraq.
'num are expected to re-
sume their talks on Monday.

UN resolution. 986, which
Iraq l:jn not yet . ghdadlgil
cepted, permits Ba |
nru worth two billion US dol-
lars every six months to r
money for humanitarian sup-
f)llﬂ to its Impulluun. suffer-
ng hardships from sanctions
imposed after Iraq's 1990 in-
vasion of Kuwait, i

Saudi Arabia and its Gulf

DPRK to gét 11.8m gallon

oil exports i a basket of cur-
rencies to offset the continu-
ous fluctuations in the green-

back.
Apart from bu t short-
falls, the decline gagethd: in-
mth halb:l.l.lu tmned“f surpluses
in their ances yments
into deficits and fnrf:’:d most
of them to borrow for the first .
time from international mar-
kets. It has also sharply slowed
down their economies, once
among the fastest-in the world.
The study by the 10-nation
OAPEC showed the Arab oil in-
come had steadily shrank
since 1980 in both real and
noeminal terms. _
In real terms, it fell to
95.67 billion dollars in 1988
and continued its decline to
reach a record low of 24.02
billien dollars in 1988. when

crude prices collapsed below

Nominal prices di from
36.01 to 14. dollars
and 15.54 dollars dollars
the same period.

GM shortlists- 3 -
Filipino areas

transfer the air navigation sys-
tem from Transport ‘Canada to

oil from ROK

murdered employee
SINGAPORE, Mar 16:

-+ as Asian base

: 1a te ration con- SEQUL, Mar 16: North saler nuclear tem.
Egaga ni::l oiiirlines E?I.l 4];:11}% ﬂmmﬂmﬂy of the Korea will get 42,000 tops The Sﬂﬂl-li*m Hanam Ofl .mnwm tlhr m.ld‘ m] ummmw
dollars) to :‘ilr: [I%l?nfly of a |[EEENEE S e BT L e B:bllc servants who now run } .itln:f {?‘.;I.li.m Sltlélﬂ?:l :‘fc fuel pil | mg 'Eﬂ said i m Corp. (GM) has  shortlisted
mm‘:’i flight attgduntrho T?hy:tg?iginﬂ bill died on for freezing its' nuclear pro- ' year to deliver another 42,000 l:hmn“?hmlhp“nmer mm
\Sv;l murdered Hi]l} ¢ United the order paper when the pre- gramme, a’'South Korean oil tons (11.8 million gallons), its proposed Asian manufactur-
t-ﬁ?‘ l“pn't' : : vious session of Parliament company sald Saturday, re- - worth 5.46 milliorr dollars to ing base as Manila
. Sy !ﬁm %:ty e WaA ended earlier this year. . | ports AP. | the North by late March. its bid to snare the one- _
fa _pir]tvnt_.c n:ia esrl _wemith: Nay Canada will pay the The oil is part of the Under the 1994 deal, the | ys dollar project, reports Xin-
&mkc:; anmk C?' air lm&l:l federal government 1_2 guunn 500.000 tons (140.7 mijllfon  consortium is to de North | s e
EE man ements sai dollars to operate the air navi- gallons) of fuel oil a US-led in- Korea with 500.000 tons Trade and Industry Under-
G . : gation system. lernational consortium promi- (140.7 milllon gallons) of oil secretary Melito Salagar said
He described the settle- | The  company will operate sed .to give to the North this annually : this year to today, we are still in the run-
ment as based on "norms in as a mot-for-profit ‘entity and year under a 1994 agreement. cover it§ energy needs until

Talwan .and the special cir-
cumstances of tHe case." but
declined to elaborate. |

Chang Yu, 23, was found
raped and strangled in the
cloy® " the Los hotel
I'Dﬂl;; unﬂﬂctuhcr 24. She was
on her Iirst working ﬂl%ht to
that city. Her body was found
after she failed to report for
the return leg to Taiwan.

Zaini Jeloni, 27, another at-
tendant on the same t. has
been char, in Los eles
with first degree murder and
rape.” He was extradited from
Singapore to the United States
last month and gleaded inno-
cent on March 12. |

Zaini is being held without
bail and is due in court again
on April 24, 'If convicted. he
faces the death penaity. '

Talks on GM

strike resume

DAYTON, Ohio, Mar 16:
Talks resumed Friday between
General. Motors Corp and
. unjon leaders over a strike that

has nearly shut down the au-

tomaker's North American op-
- erations, reports AP. £ o

- The two sides last held in-
formal talks Wednesday.

"Our priority remains to
reach an. equitable agreement
as soon as possible so we can
resume ‘nul?la to our cus-
tomers," sal M spokesman
Jim Hagedon. He wouldn't
corhment further. o

- The company and union of-
ficlals met for more than 10
hours Friday before talks
ended for the night. It was un-
known if any progress had
been made and talks were ex-

ected to resume Saturday,
ena Estridge, a trustee wi
United Auto Workers Local
696. '

The Clinton administration |

urged both sidéseto resolve
their differences, The New
York Times reported in Satur-
day editions. :

-"The American public is
holding its collective breath,"
Secretary- of Labour Robert
Reich said. "Clearly. the best

to settle this te is by
both parties co to the
table." :
e 1l-day old walkout

2,700 workers at the two -
hi. Chassis wj has forced
M to shut 23 of its 29

North :American assembly

plants and 17 of (its parts

m‘ : e -ﬂmg

About 126,000 GM workers

were laid off by the strike, and

8,200 at the company’s Saturn |

in Tennessee
roduction lnd’;ﬂrn to
mu;l‘th:llﬂhtn'm ‘

E

._.
et s

Satoru Oishi, leader of the Victims Assaciation of Variable Insurance speaks to reporter in
front of the headquarters of the Mitsubishi Bank in central
people money to buy life insurance from striken Variabl

Tokyo on Friday. The bank loaned
e Insurance. Oishi and some 80 -

victims staged sit-in protest to demand cancellation of article to auction their houses under
litigation between victims and the bank. The Mitsubishi Bank becomes world's largest bank
next month to merge with the Tokyo Bank. -

— AFP/UNB photo

Beijing

boom period in grain output

BEIJING,. Mar 16: China is
expected to see another boom
period in grain production, ac-
cording to deputies to the
National People's Congress
(NPC) in session here, reports
Xinhua, '

In an effort to feed the
world's largest population,
China plans to produce 500
mililon tons of grain a year by
the end of the century from
465 million tons in 1995, an
increase of 35 million <¢ons

each year. = -
Deputies expressed opti-
“mism for the plan after

st statistics provided by
um! from different parts of
the country.

Heil . China's 1 t |
o ok vl

ction base, plans to

ve an additional output of 7.5
million, tons of grain in 200
and 25 million tons in 2010
from the 1995 figure.

Jilin, another major bread’
basket in northeast China, is
expected to see five million
tons in annual grain increase.

Central China's Hubei pro-
vince plans to increase 50,000
tons of grain annually in the
next five 8.

Tibet 3 decided to pro-
duce one million tons of grain
a year the end of the cen-
tury, which means the au-
tonomous region can be self-

. suffictent in grain supply.

Conditions exist for a gr
roduction
bed to llﬂmmﬂhou hectares in
1985, an increase of 660,000
€8 over the previous

. the
of the 1990s,
ondly, investment in

agriculture
ers saw a

increase.
And thirdly, science and

hchnolo?u ying a more

important role in increasing

Since-the

individual farm-

“yield. |
Experts attributed en-
hanced enthusiasm for farming

tb measures taken by the cen-
tral government. One major

measure is to raise state pur- .

cha prices. :
;n“;%her measure is the so-
called governor responsibility

system. This means, provincial
overnors are held responsible
or grain production and sup- *

likely to see another

plies in their respective
provinces.

Yet 'another measure is re-

onal grain supply balance.

is means, the central gov-
ernment divides grain produc-
tion goals among different re-
gions. The policy promotes
self-sufficiency, gher com-
mercial rate of grain produc-
tion, and realisation of regional
supply balances through trans-
provincial grain shipment.

T —
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TOKYO, Mar 16: Japan

‘Plans to propose a new system
Fo exchange views among Asia

(APEC) finance ministers thr-

Wa Kubo during meetings
of C finance ministers in
the ancient Japanese capital

finance ministers are to use
the international coniputer
network to exchange informa-
tion, including economic and

monetary policy, they said.

-wotild allow finance min-
isters- to have follow-up dis-
cussions ' after their annual
meetings, which precede the

leaders summit, th said.
It would also allow mone-
tary authorities to -imme-

Pacific Economic Cooperation °
the internet, officials said

: ay, reports AFP. :
Tﬁt proposal is likely to be
made by host Finance ster

_-hm the weekend, the officials
Under the proposal, APEC |

Tokyo hgﬁc the system -

exchange markets are affected
| by lpnculnuﬂ'mwu_’in the re-

L APEC mihiétersnget |
Japan seeks Internet
based communication

gion. ,

- But they said more study
woulgd be needed to realise the
system, including security me-

' asures on the network against

any illegal access from other
parties to the finance 8-
ters computer dialogue.
APEC ' groups Australia,
.Erum::ii‘,E Canald?i. Chile, China,
Jrong Rong, Indonesia, Ja .
South Korea, Malaysia, Mcxip:]u]
New Zealand, Papua New Gui-
nea, the Philippines, Singa-
ore, Taipei, Thailand, the
nited States. :

-Qki Electric Co

~plans to set up

unit in Singapore

TOKYO. Mar 16: Japan's Oki
Electric Industry Co Ltd plans
to set up a subsidiary in- -
pore to develop and design
mobile telephones in a cost-
cutting effort, the Yomiuri
mmhun said today, reports

L

~8son’s 535-mi

will eventually price its ser-

vices to recover all costs from

USers.

The legislation is needed to

finalise the sale to Nav Canada,
The firms' owners include

assocliations representing pi-

lots. airplane owners and air
traffic controllers.

"Commercialising the air
navigation system will increase
its ability to respond to
changing demands and new
technologies, maintain safety,
and reduce costs to the tax-
payer.” Anderson said. '

Nav Canada will be respon-
sible for air traffic services,
community airdrome radio
Services, -aeronautical
telecommunications, aeronau-
tical information services and
aviation weather services.

The traveling public proba-
bly won't notice-anything dif-
ferent aftet the changeover —
Nav Canada’'s employees will be
the 6,400 people who ran the
systemn when it was operated
by the federal government.

The employees will receive
the same pay and benefits as
they did in the public service
— and they will get severance
pay for leaving their govern-
ment jobs. -

NEW YORK: BASF Corp said
Friday it plans to build a
styrenics plastics plant in

North America  as part of an_

expansion - of its styrene

cdpolymer operations. |
d?'?h}:nmmpany,_ an American
‘unit of German chemicals
group BASF AG, plans to invest
about 1 billion marks,
or about 680 million dollars,
during the next 10 years on
-an increase of its Est renic
copolymer capacity. Before it
buq?d:gmtht orth American
plant, BASF will build one‘in
Asia that should be completed

next year, J i
e North American plant,
which should be open by 1998,
will be built in either Joliet,

Illinois, or Altamira, Mexico’ °

two existing BASF sites.

Styrenics go into a range of
products from car dashboards
to kitchen measuring cups.

CALGARY: The Irternational
Grains Council has forecast a
slight increase in world wheat
output for the 1996-97 crop
Year.

The forecast is 553 million
metric tons, uF from this sea-

Hon-ton world

harvest. -
. But agriculture market ana-
Al Dooley said it's doubtful

increase will have much of .

an impact on the overall sup-
ply-demand balance.

He said if usage levels re-
main at the 500-million-ton
level, there will be no signifi-
cant rebuilding of stocks.

The analysts said it's likely

mcel will remain strong again
S year. ‘ |
i — Source ;: AP

The pact aims at freezing
and eventually replacing Pyo-
n%yang’s nuclear, facilities,
which are suspectad of devel-
oping bombs, with western-
built reactors that produce far
less material that can be used
for weapons. ‘

This year's first batch of
42.000 tons (11.8 million -
lons} was delivered earlier t
month by a Japanese oil com-
pany under a contract with the
Korea Peninsula Energy Deve-
lopment Organization DO),
set up to coordinate the
colmunist state's switch to a

[

the first of the two new reac-
tors is built by 2003, g

The reclusive North is said
to be suff an acute fuel
shortage. especially’ after the
collapse of communism in the
former Soviet Union -deprived
it of a major oil supplier.

Washin agreed to pay
for the oil but has been press-
iréﬁ-dapan. -‘South Korea and
oLther members of the consor-

. Hum to help pay future costs. |

Washington gave 150,000 tons
(42.2 million gallons) of oil
the North in 129'95. . . s

o

Future of US foreign aid
- programme outlined

WASHINGTON, Mar 16: The
US Agency for International
Development (USAID) is tailor-
in% its programmes to help lo-
cal communities in foreign
countries meet their own de-
velopment challenges, says
USAID administrator Brian At-
wood, according to USIS.

“The central idea in our
New Partnerships Initiative
(NPI) — that development can
be energized by linking local
business, indigenous NGO's
(non-governmental organiza-
tiens) and local governments —
reflects a new understanding
of .the forces for change that
are embedded at the roots of
society,”" Atwood said in a
March 12 speech. "Few, dis-
Eute the development theory

tlllind Nl_l:!‘: now it 'is éjm: to
-unleash that powerful idea. "

‘He was speaking to the Ad-
visory Committee for Voluntary
Foreign Aid (ACVFA). The

group is composed of repre-
sentatives of private voluntary
organizations who 'advise
USAID on foreign assistance
issues.

Atwood acknowledged that

budgetary constraints will re-

duce USAID's presence in a
select number of countries, but
expressed confidence that the
agency would maintain
leadersh tion.

"We will not be able to do as
much. but what we do will in-
fluence others because we will
maintain our reputation by
achieving measurable results,”
he said. .

According to Atwood,
USAID will in the next five
years reduce the number of its
full sustainable development
missions from 43 to about 30,
to be located “in key countries,
where the need is great, and
specific, measurable objectived
can be achieved.”

its

'.E. .

Waliur Rahman, Managing Director, Social Marketing Company, dis

'E;!c GM which r:lu'r:n
has a five per cent share of the
regional market for
cars and - .
almltuluppl.ylhnut 10
cent of the estimated delnlndw
ek T IS W

To en its foothold.
thcﬂﬁﬁp?mletu a re-

I Fr Al =

-ther in Thailand or in the

Phili lin addition to its
assem piants in Australia,
China, Indonesia and Taiwan.
The p facility will
ujre up to one billjon US
dullm in investment and will
assemble 100,000 cars a year,

with some 10 per cent to be

rted to Asi-

$1.5 b jt venture
- to build oil
refinery in Brazil

TOKYO, Mar 16: Marubeni
Corp- Mitsui and Co Ltd and
four other Japanese trading
house plan to build Brazil's
largest oil refinery jointly with
Brazil's staté-run petroleo
Brasileiro Sa | as). a re-
port said today. according to
AFP. .

A e A

ok
tnbuted certificates to

the participznts of a training course on selling skills organized by Rapport Bangladesh

Limited yes

rday. He is seen delivering speech after distributing certificates. M Mosharraf

Hossain, Managing Director. Rapport, conducted the course as the Principal trainer.



