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Repolling in Comilla

COMILLA. Mar 16: The au-
thuritlﬂ have ed re-
Hing at 2 ntres in

9 (Sadar-Laksam) con-
-utumcy which was sched-

uled for tnmrw According -

to Election Commission . offi-
:!al:ponlz authnﬂtir.-:{ today

voting ﬂrtng
ﬂmm of law and order
in the areas, reportis UNB.

Nor'm hits
Kasba
From Our Gnrmpondent

BRAHHAFBARIA Mar 16:
A.t least 31/ thatched houses,

including rimary school
were ed as Nor'wester
dashed ' three villages of
Gopinatipur union ynder

Kaaha ztha.na of the district
Property worth
Tk 25 lakh gutted

BANDARBAN., Mar 16:
Property worth Tk 25 lakh
were gutted when a fire broke
out at Minziri Para, 40 kilome-
tres from the district town to-
day. Wiinesses said 40
thatched houses were gutted
in fire but none was hurt. The

fire originated from' oven at
about 10 am, reports UNB.

Oath to remaining
MPs tomorrow

- The oath of office to the
remaining members-elect of
the Sixth Parliament will be
administered tomorrow. An of-
ficial handout said. Speaker
Shaikh Razzak Ali will t:mdut:‘f
the oath-taking ceremony at
the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban at
11 am. Earlier. 200 newly
elected MPs took oath on
March 4, seven on March 7
and 65 on March 14, reports
UNB.

Businessman
stabbed

KISHOREGANJ, Mar 16: A
local businessman received se-
rious stab injuries when
unidentified miscreants at.
tacked him at Bolai Malibari in
Kartmganj thana early today
Mohammad Helaluddin. 43 a
brick-filed owner was admit
ted to Kishereganj b lal in 4
critical condition ospital
sources said reports UUNB.

.

4 pli{g“m - bﬁtm—-ﬂ

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday® summoned
the sixth Jatiya Sangsad to

| session on Tuesday at 4 pm.

Hours after the announce-
ment, the Opposition an-,
nuunc.cd a programme tu

gherao' the Jatiya Sangsad
huildin the same afternoon to
resist isation of the bogus
sixth ament’.

-drawn
dial e be-

lution te the |
ical crisis throu
tween the ruling BNP and
mainstream Opposition. Sum-
moning of the sixth parliament
now may raise atakts in tl:;:
r party-Opposition stand-
‘oﬂ'ﬂnagcmrdjng to pdlllicil eb-
Servers.

The Opposition has been

polit-

The President had taken an °
1 initiative on March 9 for a so-

d:mam:ling scraping of the

By Staff Correspondent

February 15 polls, immediate
resignation of the cabinet
headed by Begum Khaleda Zia,
formation of a non-party care-
taker. government and fresh
polls within May this year.

- The ruling angladcsh Na-
tionalist Fart (BNP) recently

announced thal it was ready to -

accept fresh polls under a non-
party caretaker government in
May, but refused to meet the
demand for scrapping the
February 15 polls.

As an arbiter in the sist-

ing political dispute’ between

the contending camps. the
President had separate discus-
sions with the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) and the Opposition in-
-cluding Awami ague [(AL],
Jatiya Party (JP), Jamaat -e-ls-
lami, Gano Furm (GF) and

ruling

- ident invite

' Preside‘nt SUMMOonNSs
JS session Tuesday

Workers Party (WP). He also
discussed with some lawyers
on how to legally get rid of the
complicated political situation.

Repolling in 10 constituen-
cies are yel to be held as polls
there were post
violence. A tota
incl one
and one from National Demo-
cratic Allilance have taken oath
and 18 more MPs will take
oath tomorrow.

After the first round of talks
with the Opposition, the Pres-
them to ' submit
their respective outlines of a
caretaker government, but the
Opposition did not put forward
the outlines on the
it would not help resolve the
crisis unless the elections on
the sixth Parliament are de-

Seeﬁagc 12 col 5

of 272 MPs,

ned due to

independent

ground that

The ruling BNP is likely to
pass a non-party
government bill in the first
session of the sixth parlia-
ment, " well-placed - party
_sources |ndicated last night.

The BNP's chan stance
was taken after the | ident's
move to resolve the persisting

_ golitlcal impasse ' apparently
it

a snag,
a aenmr leader noted.
Prime inister Begum

Khaleda Zia yesterday re-
uested President Abdur Rah-
an Biswas to. summon the

new parliament, elected
thruugh the controversial
February 15 polls.

The President fs !lkel
l"t-l nt the BNP chnirper

Prithe

inister. She s ex-
pected to form her new cabi-

the
sources said adding the new

caretaker:

m- Khaleda as the

o™

BN P may pass caretaker
Bill in first session

By Nazmul Ashraf |
. cabinet, would be formed with

minor changes in the present
one. )
Begum Zia, in a meeting
with her senior party col-
leagues yesterday,
the formation of
net, the fr and passage of
the proposed non-party gov-
ernment bill, an early general
polls under such a govern-
ment. President's move to re-
dolve the political crisis, the
ition's on-going agitation
and other relevant issues. ac-
cording to meeting sources. '
The meeting also discussed
possible government steps for
protecting life and properties
of the people and restoring
normalcy in the country with
the on-going non-cooperation
being observed by the Uppool

tion had already creating
deadlock in the nogmry
gentlons  lor .an ﬂ-galﬂu
| See Page 12 col 6

l: new cabi-

discussed |

Bangabandhu's
anniversary of
birth today

By Staff Correspondent
Thc 76th birth anniversary

bandhu Sheikh Muji-

bur man will be uhserved
throughout the country today..
Mujih who fought for

masses

eman tion of toiling
' thruu%dhhﬂ&tﬂhﬂtht 1
‘hnd.ﬂil :";l.:lh inl.lwmﬁl& ]‘l.l

See Page 12 col 8

{ summoning
Hasina said the President's act
was nothing but an attempt to

MARCH 17, 1996
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TAKING A TIME OUT: Sn Lankan Ek]pper Arjuna Ranatunga
teammates Sanath Jayasuriya (C) and Asanka Gurusmghe du

session at the Gaddafi Stadium yesterday.

Hasina accuses
President of
violating
Constitution

Awami

Shefkh Hasina yesterday ac-

' cuacd the President of violat-

ing the Constitution sum-
moning an “illegal” parliament

in all the
reports UNB.

constituencies,

convening ‘' Parliament which
was formed through "vote rig-
ng and forgery” and was re-
jected by the people.
Giving her reaction to the
of Parliament,

give legitimacy to a farcical
election and an i{llegal. Parlia-
ment.

The Awami ‘League chief
said the BNP Eh nun luat

ht:r membership vit%lhli
ﬂ ﬂl!

Jook oath
¢ £'0f the’
See Page 12 col 8

ﬂf Ll

League president

before completion of elections

She said the President hasf
betrayed with the people by

i

‘the sixth

{L} 'shares a letter. along with

ring a break in their practice

— AFP/UNB phntn

Opposmon to gherao
- JS Mar 19, mark
‘1t as 'black day

By Staﬂ‘ Correspondent

The mainstream Opposition
ycut:rdag announcement that
it would
ngsad on March 19 {Tuesday),
the day the sixth parliament
goes into its first session.

The Opposition also called
upon the p]c to observe the
day as a "black day” to protest,

what it called "insl‘.a]lation of
this bogus parliament”.

The announcement came
after- a joint meeting of the
Awami , Jatiya Party and
Jamaat-e-Islami last night that
followed separate meetings of
the three opposition partfes.

President Abdur Rahman

t to

Biswas yesterday su
parliamen
al 4 pm on March 19.

gherap” the Jatiya Sa-

¢
Held at the Kalabagan resi-
dence of AL Presidium Mem-
ber Abdus Samad Azad, the
meeting was attended by AL
leaders Tofael Ahmed, Mo-
hammad Nasim and Mozaffar
Hossain Paltu, JP leaders Bar-
rister Moudud Ahmed and An-
war Hossain Manju, and Ja-
maat-e-Islami leaders Ali Ah-
san Md Mujahid, Abdul Kader
Mollah and Kamaruzzaman.
After the meeting, AL Or-
anis Secre ohammad
naim{ng told Ttlﬁy[}aily Star,
"The opposition parties would
never recognise the sixth par-
liament, let alone any law
pﬂiﬂd § |
“The l!yaﬁrprrué summohing
: See Page 12 Col 2

Bangladesh Gnntwntl Ma-

nul‘:cturern nd ‘Exporters
Assoctation m&um yestérday

demanded resignation of thc

BNP government lf it fails to
take steps within 24-hours to
keep the garments Industry
operative.
"Make all the ports o
tive within 24 hours. Ta all
steps to make the industries
runnlm If the govern-
s to do so in 24
hourl we demand its resigna-
tion.," said Redwan Ahmed,
president of BGMEA, while
a rally organised
the association at the nort

gate of Baitul- Mukarram
_mosque.

By Staff Cormpundant

“The garments industry
o1 the ver N&E of collapse.” lll.id
Redwan. "We are unable to ex-

. port due to stoppage of the

port. About 500 fac-
tories are now tlosed. If the
crisis Is not resolved immedi-
ately, another 500 factories
will '{rm the .nm f“ﬁfjcm

' e urge oppos

ties to exempt the sector

their Ihlﬂ'll:l save the
indu W -3

The rll was attendad a
large nu of garments fac-
tory owners and workers. They
chanted sl s like “Khaleda,

Hasina reply why the garments
factories are closed.”

Before the BGMEA presi-

BGMEA asks govt to make
,' ports operative or qmt

dent addressed the meeting,

two bombs were exploded be-
hind the dais creating panic in
the area. During his address,

'a.nother cracker was blasted In

» Nur-e-
Mlm Sidd u,t ur ed the
politicians to limit themselves
within the umhucll process
and not to ures that
would cripple the economy.

He accused the BNP gov-
ernment of fafling to. maintain
an atmosphere congenial to
business and demanded its

on if it fails t6 create

an atmosphere within 24- -

hours. :
Sa:Fag:lECnl#

A huge rally of businessmen,
NGO workers and some pro-
fessional groups in the cit

sterday issued a 24-hour 1l-

imatum to the President for
seeking Supreme Court refer-
ence on formation of a care-
taker government through
promulgation of an ordinance.

"Mass protests will
staged countrywide, from
Teknaf to Tetulia,” {f the
President fails to send a refer-
ence, a r:n-ulutinn adopted at
the rally said. -

The first ever- such huge
rally in the city demanding so- *
lution to ‘the persisting politi-
cal crisis ndnptm:l an eight-
point resolution. -

J

In another resolutjon it
urged President Abdur

< M il

- were all its party

- government,

identified

i Flercegunﬁghtfor4hrs

- at Shailakupa : 100 hurt

From Our Curreapondent

JHENIDAH, Mar 16: At least
a hundred people were in-
jured, six of themn with bullet,
when activists of ruling BNP
were locked in a fierce gun-
fight with pro-Opposition
workers at Shailakupa Natun

Fﬂmrthuaftu'nmn

Of the injured, 26 persons
were rushed to Shailakupa
Thana Health Complex and
eight others to Jhenidah Sadar
Hospital. The people who re- -
EEh"Ed bullet injuries were
as Mukul, 35,
Mujahid, 35, Emdad, 30,
Ziarat, 35, Sattar, 22 and Roni.
25. Condition of Emdad was
reported to be critical. Awami
League later claimed that they
activists.

Witnesses said. hundreds of *
BNFP workers took position at
Natun Bazar from early hours
today in a bid to take control of
the Shatlakupa town. As soon
the Opposition workers came
to the spot at noon, chase and
counter-chase began. Later, a
gunfight ensued at around 1

pm, which continued till 5

pm, when BNP activists finally °

gave up and retreated.

Local people said. over a
hundred gunshots were traded
and hundreds of crackers
blasted during the fight, which
was a likely. sequel to last
Friday's attack on the resi-
dence of a local Jatiya Party
leader.

Police sources said, 1h|,-3,r
fired 19 rounds of shots and
lobbed 14 cannisters of tear
ﬁau shells to disperse the
ghting ]gmups Later,. additi-
onal ice and BDR f{orces

were r:alk:d in from Jhenidah

Sadar to avert further
escalation of the law and order
situation, they added.

A mob also damaged 17
shops and the residence of
Shailakupa Pourashava Chair-
man Kh llur Rahman at Natun
Bazar area. -

Today was a weekly market-
day at Natun Bazar and scores
of shoppers ran pell mell to
escape the melee.

Y

One kl]led, 100 injured

in Ctg gunfights

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 16: One
person was killed and 100
others were injured in a ’ncﬂeu
of gunfights between Dp
tion and ruling BNP ar.:tjﬂuu in
different parts of the port city
this afternoon.

According to Chittagon %
Medical College HDB ita
sources. Muhammad Saiful, 18,
a pedestrian, died at the hos-
pital after sustaining bullet in-
uries during a gunfight at
L‘lrln.ﬂ Bazar. .

Another 30 of the injured,

including 10 with ullet
wounds, were admitted at the

_ltg:

tal and others also sent to .

clinics,

Police and witnesses said

the trouble started at around 3
pm today centring a public
meeting organised Ery the
here in H
tion road.
The meeiing ended when
the gunbattles amid hundreds
of bomb blasts rocked lhe en-

yet square at Sta-

tire five-mile areas around the
venue, lasting for nearly four
E;Erl. witnesses and police
Police in riot gear aided by
BDR contingents kept the
meeti venue cordoned off
during the rioting. Police
opened fire to disperse the ri-
val activists of both BNP and
ition. #

he gunfights mainly
erupted at Station road near
the meeting venue, Chaitanya
Goli, Tiger Pass, Polo Ground,
C R V road, ‘Alkaran, City Col-
road, in. front of
Bangladesh Bank, Matiarpul,
Enayet Bazar and Pathantolf

areas.
At one st a mob attacked
the Kotwali thana and in the
face of resistance by police and
BDR, the mob diuperucd ac-
cording to witnesses.
When contacted, Kotwali

policc sald bombs were hurled
See Flge 12 col 6

' sons. Strong security
|

CHITTAGONG. Mar 16 Na-
vy personnel were deployed at
Chittagong port this morning
following a directive from the
official sources
said here.

When contacted. Director
(security) of the port. said that
100 navy personnel were de-
ployed only for security rea
is belng
maintained at Chittagong port
. due 19 the on-going Oppos
tion's non tooperation pro
gramme. he claimed

However, other port offi

From Staff Correspondent

cials informed that there was
movement of some ships twe
outgoing and five ineoming —-
atl the port today
One empty nil tanker and a

repaired vessel went out \rhlle
the incoming vessels included
a foodgdrain carrying. ship, an
oil ship and three oil tankers,
port sources said adding that
no other cargo ship stranded
here could be handled as
stevedores and other workers
were absent.

Meanwhile over 50 cargo
vessels still remained ﬂrlruid

both at the Jetties and at the
outer anchorage, due to the
non-cooperation programme
::l:dcc .March 9, port sources

On the other hand. urgn
booking for Chittagon
from for
suspen
movi
side
sources said.

Consequently. huge cargo.
beund for Chitt port, re

y remained dum

pore port as operation

as no ships were
to this port from out-

ingapo on of

ports remained .

to the deadlock, tlu:_

Navy deployed at Chittagong port.

feeder vessels was kept sus-
pended when some of them
£I ltur:k up here due to the

E\Fl:n five scheduled vessels

in Singapore-Chittafiong route
were withdrawn: and diverted
to ether ports, other sources
informed. Chittago Feeder
Trade Committee (OFTC), in a
meetin hﬂd lt pore on
March to boy-
cott (‘hitl Jorl if the sit-
uation does not improve hr
March 19 at Chittagong port, it

See Page 12 t‘ul 7

Busmessmen NGQOs,

By Staff Correspondent
Rahman Biswas to confinue his

initiative in an "unbiased"” way.

for a tiated settlement of
the political impasse and cau-
tioned against any attempt by
the rnment to “legalise”

thc m-called election held on -

ﬂﬂlerntlnn of Bangla-
desh Chamber of Commerce
and Industries organised the
rally in cooperation with the

professionals demand

Seek SC ref for ordmance

Association nf Develupmml
Bangladesh '

Agencies in

JAB). Salman F Rahman,
resident of the FBCCIl, Kazi
aruk Ahmed, president of
ADAB, Barrister rul Islam,
Nure Alam Siddiqui. of the

Bangladesh Germents Manu-

facturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA). poet and
wriler Syed Shamsul -Hug.

See Page 12 tol 1
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SL-Aussi_es _’
battle for
Litle today

LAHORE, Mar 16: Sri Lanka
face tomorrow its greatest
moment in international
cricket, as it prepares to meet
diehard fessionals Australia
orld Cup final in L.u-
hore, reports AP.

. Once the underdogs of in-
ternational cricket, Sri Lanka
have embraced the sporf with
new found confidence, and
tomorrow's World Cup final

_may give the squad a chance to

take its place in cricketing

The final looms as the
grudge match of the year after
Australia's openi ruund for-
y fears in

See Page 12 {;ul 4

Nominees for JS
women's seats

elected unopposed

The ‘nominees contesting
for 30 reserved parliamentary
seats for women were declared
elected unopposed the
Election Commission jrtutcr-
day, reports BSS.

An EC press release said, a
total of 30 nominees submitted
their nomination papers to the
returning officer yesterday and
the returning officer, ﬂnding

‘their nominations valid after

¥

scrutiny, declared all of them
elected unopposed  since

there were no other cunteu—
tants.

See Page 12 Col 2

‘Banks open from

1-4 pm today,
says-AL
By Staff Correspondent

Th ition - vestérd

rclax:d th k :ttnhr; mﬁ
u -2

Ean s will remain .ﬁgngﬁ}r

three hours from 1 pm to 4

pm today.

A press release of the
Awami League, however, said
that the s u[::a will rermun
open l'rnm 1 d pri-
vate owned e:r.p-urt urlented
industries especially the

Farmmtl sector will operate
or 13 hours from 4 pm today
to 5 am t
Hospitals, ambulances,

medicine ahnpa kutcha bazars,
fire brigade, fertilizer and oil
transports, conservancy ser-
vice, vehicles carrying news-
men and newspapers, and '

. other essential services like

waler, and electricity su
ply will also remain out ul'
purview of the prngmm

.
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