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> President's Speech

There is a lot in the President's speech if one
wants to see, and there is nothing in it if one
does not. As expected, the President reiterates
the fact that his powers are restricted by the
Constitution and that he cannot a¢t beyond cer-
tain strictly laid down limits. He also states that
for-a neutral caretaker government to come in
being to supervise the next election there has to
be an amendment to the constitution. All of this
is ted and quite in line with both his pow-
ers and also his personality. The President also
clearly states that there is no scope for a Presi-
dential Ordinance to set up a neutral caretaker
government.

-However, the crux of the President's speech,
in our view, lies a little down the line where he
says that a Presidential reference, as s sted by

, may be made to the appellate division of
théSupreme Couri finder article 106 to seek its
uplnim'?._ on the formation of a neutral caretaker

overninent provided all parties agree. There is a
ot to' be read in this statement if one¢ has the
mind to. The constitutional route is something
we all know about, and Rresident Biswas merely
reiterates it. But he opens up a window of oppor-
tunity for an amicable solution to the present po-
litical conflict by accepting the Supreme Court
reference as a possible route.

It is our view that the government will not at
all take this kindly. It would have preferred if the
President had stuck to the first part of his speech
and essentially closed the door on any path other
than the one of constitutional amendment. For us,
it is a sign of President's genuine desire to seek a
negotiated settlement. e

The question now is, will the opposition see it
as a ‘'window of opportunity’ and come to the dia-
logue table so that a consensus is’ worked out
which can be sent to the Supreme Court? Or will
it stick to its position of government's resignation
and annulment of the 15 February election to
come first before any . consensus is reached? It is
our view that the opposition's cause will be well
served if resignation and annulment are made a
part of the consensus deal. What we suggest is
that the. detail of the caretaker proposal is
worked out with all parties including the BNP,
and made subject to the conditions that the gov-
ernmeRt resigns and the parliament is annulled.
The way it stands now is that except: for press
statements by the two sides, there is no agree-
ment of any kind on paper. The consensus should
not be difficult to work out since the main issues
of: a) next election in May; and b) neutral gov-

ernment to supervise it; have been agreed upon

by the two sides.

It is our hope that the opposition takes the
possibility of a Presidential reference seriously
and explores that possibility as a means to resolve
the present crisis.

urt in Radio Sale

as reportedly been a nounced spurt
of transistorised radio sets. The reason
=y to see. In a politjcally volatile time,
" thé s<commonest among the common be-
£s +Wnformation-hungry. For information has
become essential for his or her sheer survival.
Just as a Londoner, before setting out from home,
must take a note of the forecasts on TV or radio

of -the capricious British weather, our people

want their daily quota of political information be-
fore they can make a programme for the morrow.
Will the vehicles move tomorrow or the shops
open? When will the post offices and banks re-
sume work? :

And none of this they can get on BTV or Radio
Bangladesh. They want all their information from
BBC and VOA exactly as they did in the closing
days of the nineties. Early in the morning crowds
of people gather in vil-laFe haats and on town
streets and bazars to listen to Bengali pro-
grammes beamed specially to Bangladesh by

- those two giants.

This rejection of our national electronic media

'by the nation could be taken as discredit of the

order that any sensible ministry or government
would have resignied over and started on a path of

creeping back tq credibility. But that would be an

impractical thing to expect from our govern-
ment-owned media and its controllers. It is an
old they are repeating. As time advances, so
advances technical innovations. But substance
remains the same. Feeding the people with disin-
formation in the shape of unending fairy tales.

Why do the professionals in the TV and radio
organisations stoop so low as to dig literal graves
of oblivion with their adulatory sycophancy? For
the poor government that copies information
ploys of governments that are no more pne can/
say 9please heed in such turning over to foreign
radio for home truth portents of bad things to
come for you. Start realising that lengthy adula-
tory projections on a discredited medium only
detracts from their true worth — and discredits

them. +
What a Game

Thuréda}"s semi-final between West Inﬂles_{W!] |

and Australia was a spectators' dream come true.
[ts nail-biting finish made every minute of
watching it worth its weight in gold. How could
est §ndies lose this game? In spite of a
rayg periormance by Law and Bevan the Aussies
were bundled out for 207. Not a big 'total for a
side like the WI. The openers gave the team a
very good start with 16&3 for three. But then the
WI team panicked and were all -out for 202, giving
Australia a well deserved victory of 5 runs, It is to
‘the Australian team's great credit that after such
disastrous start, it was able to reach a total which
‘was not un‘i{l defefisible but was actually
defended. in all, Australia proved to be far bet-
ter team than the WI. They were far more ma-
ture, calculating and seemed to have game plan.
WI lookeéd invincible. But once the rot started.
they fell like a house of cards. They did not seem
to realise what hit them, and did not what to do.
Li cial lambs they went and got slaugh-

Bg%:h ig. Indian_pérformance on Wednesday
and that of WI on Thursday, show that ability to
.take high pressure when crisis comes has be-
come a. critical factor in the ganies. Players now
-should be given as much psyc uloﬁlca.l_ "
they are trained about the techniques of the

'l__"'.
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T HE use of the good offi-
ces of the President of
the blic, at the behe-
st of both the ruling party and
the opposition, towards reso-

Ivi e deepening political
crisis of the resent da
adesh should a r well

for the nation now almost
heinr torn asunder by its
political folly. The past few
days witnessed a series of
statements and writ from a
number of nun-poliug. ani-
satioms and conscientious
citizens giving vent to their
grave concern for the future
and suggesting measures of

€SS,
All these 5 nerally pu

to an appeal, some with a
veiled threat, to the leaders of

the two camps urging them to

' rise to the occasion and, by

manifesting feats of sta -
ship and applying human
virtues, sincerely and effec-
tively negotiate for a settle-
mernt. e principal issues
identified as such, from both
sides, are summarised below :

i) The government asserts
that the 15 Feb election
be allowed to constitute the
6th arliament, which will
have the limited mandate to

pass the requisite amendment .

to the constitution and alldw
formation of an interim, non-
partisan caretaker government
promptly and the holding of a
multiparty general election, in
May next, as desired by the
opposition.

2) -The opposition demands
that the Prime Minister must
resign immediately, the 15
Fel;runr}r election be arilhccllad
and no consequenti lia-
ment be fnnn'a. L

3) That the nature, func-
tions, authority, time frame-

Sir. It is interesting that
tommentators Iltke Rehman
Sobhan. Barrister Amirul Islam
and the Editor of The Daily
Star all now agree that,prior to
February 15, 1996, the BNP
Government's legitimacy was

‘unrassailable”. (eg. The Daily

Star 3, March 1996),
Throughout the last two
years of street agitation the
Opposition's main demand.
articularly after they resigned
rom liament, was that the
BNP Government should ste
down before its appoint
term because it lacked legiti-
macy. Over this whole period
these totally unjustifiable calls
were faithfully echoed by the
VEry same commentators who
now admit that the exact op-
posite is true. Members of
reading public recall for ex-
ample how we used to hear
learned arguments that a Par-
Jiament with only one party
was not representative and had
no right to continue function-

ing.

Today the tune has changed
and all we hear about is the
“farcical” election. No blame is
ever assigned to those respon-
sible for creating this situation,
namely the Opposition parties
who refused to contest the
election.

This kind of double talk is
unfortunately only to be ex-
pected of our politicians. It is
really a shame however when
supposedly independent
thinkers who proudly call
themselves "professionals” and
“intellectuals” display such ob-
vious bias and are unable, or
unwilling to apply their critical
faculties in the interest of the
nation, rather than only serv-
ing one side.

.T Ehsan
Dgfi?& Dhaka

L

(The legitimacy of the BNP

prior to 15
February election. was never
called into question by this
newspaper. is continuation

jnf the writer is not based on
acts. -- Editor)

15 Feb election

Sir, Begum Khaleda Zia in
her formal pressconference
18th ultimo
asserted inter alia (i) Election
held on 15th February was fair
and peaceful, (ii) if there be
any irregularities, the o
tion alone was responsible, (iii)
percentage of voters turning
up to exercise their. franchise
was much higher in rural area

| than that of urban area and (iv)

journalists and news media
taking full advantage of press
freedom are fabricating facts to
mislead people. '

Yes, the election was fair
and peaceful according to BNP
theory as its protagonists filled
up the ballot boxes with 85%
to 92% of total voters. The
Chief Election Commissioner
managed Lo announce the re-
sult declaring number of votes.
secured by victorious candi-
dates and, later, omitting
names of nearest rivals.

An ordipary citizen poses
question if the opposition par-
ties were responsible for ir:

regularities in the election,
| why the law enforcing agencies

who are always at her back and

- call failed to take legal action
| against them? 2
As regard her contention

8i-

about turning up voters, The -

New York Times categorically
asserted that percentage of
voters did not exceed 1 of

total' votes and in some in-

stances it was. even far below
_that., Donor representatives
including Britis
missioner upheld t %_ same
views. Afterwards, US Fo

Secretariate admitted the

Hi Com-

work and other ancillary mat-
ters relating to the formation
of an interim non-partisan

caretaker t could be
agreed upon by both sides
through a :

4) The Hon'ble President

has initiated special efforts to
act as a catalyst between the
two sides, at of the
both, ;;: hell;; reach a u:ttle-
ment. He is in -
cess of ukingreﬂf{ﬂmﬂt o?m -
formal counsel from several
former Chief Justices and em-

“inent jurists of the munt?.
of a

besides seeki n
cross section w
Later on, he or someone else
may seek and invoke judicial
opinion from the Appellate
Division of the Supreme Court
on matters relevant to the ex-
iul.lgf tical crisis.
opposition demands
recasting of the Election
Commission and revising the
voters' list after the main is-
sues are duly settled and

upon.
Several formulas have been
worked out and advanced by
learned jurists, intellectuals,
educationist, journalists, busi-
gm - 8ocial scien-
sts prominent citizens of
various walks of life for the
urpose of aiding a solution.
e crux of the problem still
revolves round the stark ne-
cessity and fact that any work-
able lormula presupposes an
agreement by the two con-
tending sides in order to make
it effective and acceptable to

facts. Mr Bill Richardson, the
Congressman from the US ar-
rived in Bangladesh and ex-
changed views with the con-
cerned political parties to re-
solve the prevailing political
crisis. | welcome the sincere
efforts pf Mr Richardson, Con-
gressman from USA but | can-
not support the idea of. resolv-
ing our political crisis through
out side mediation.

The so-chlled election of
the 15th ultimo and.the non-
cooperation movement going
on shall be treated as a silent
réferendum against the BNP
overnment. So Begum

aleda Zia should resign im-
mediately and make room for
next, people's government. To
sm up, there's still time for

ﬂ}_ﬂﬁpﬂl. the Chair-

son o to sa
JE::.-: /from oughu; m
total chaos and anarchy and
world-wide condemnation of
her one-party election. So. the
15 February election should be
declared invalid and fresh
election for 6th Sahgsad ar-
ranged in the interest of the

country and the people.

Dr AK A Asiz
Chairman

Bangladesh Krishok Somayj,
Dhaka

- Stop killing in the
name of
Sir. The Election commis-
sion is still insistent on com-
pleting the election of the ab-
surd sixth liament. It is
continuing doggedly with its
rogramme of repolling in dif-
R&r:nt constituencies. The
performance of the law enforc-

. ing agencies in dealing with

the people opposing the elec-
tion bhas been atrocious. It is

reported that already seventy
people have been killed since
February®15 of this year and a
large number are either
maimed or injured. But ballot
stuffing and ﬂ?ng like that of
February 15 have reportedly
been continuing.unabated also
during the so-called repolling.
The Commission. it seems. is
enjoying this orgy of farcical
election over the dead and in-
jured. It appears, the Election
Commission is confident that
it shall not' be answerable for
its misdeeds. incompetence
and dishonesty. 5
When the Prime Minister
also has already termed the
election as rigged one, who
else in the country is going to
see. this new parliament
working? None shall endarse
this pariament and none shall

call such members as elected -

through ballot stuffing and rig-
ging the representatives of the
people. the custodians of con-
stitution” and democracy.
‘Choosing March 4, the day
fixed for the Akheri Monajat of
Bishwa Iztema, for taking oath
as MP by the ruling party im-
pliedly portrays its hypocritical
and opportunist character.

When Ershad was forced to

step down, the then fourth
parliament could not be con-
vened to pass the amendment
bill’ for transfer of power of the
caretaker government. The
reason was simple, the reality
made the convening of the
parliament foo dangerous for
the MPs. - _

To-day, the Election Com-
mission is yet to complete the
polling of all the constituen-
cles and it does not know
when and how it can Jdc so.
Moreover, the people are un-

likely to legithmise the parlia- -

ment. What the military rulers
like Ayub, Yahia, Zia or Ershad
had done or could get away
with earlier, the people of
Bangladesh in 1996 are not in

-2 mood to allow the ruling

to repeat the same. Once
Pl:t;ruldent of the Republic
has finally initiated the discus-
sion for resolving the on-going

anship

populace.

T e s

THE DEEPENING CRISIS

1S the Prime Need of the Hour

by M M Rezaul Karim
Whoever accepts the other's demand in this r%twﬂwmihhmmdﬁmm

the public. This would apply to
cases of substantive jssues, be
it promulgation of a Presiden-
Ordinance or A judicial ref-
erence to the Supreme Court
or the h of a referendum
to elicit public opinion on a
major issue.. ur two re-
spected leadets., however,
having conceded some points
in the past. need more per-
suasion to agree to the rest.
The current exercise under
the auspices of the President
perhaps represents the final
opportunity and hope for a
comprehensive agreement.
e BNP contends that
their stand on the validity of
the 15 February election and

the su ent right to consti-
tute a ijament and govern-
ment, rest fi and
on legal and constitutional
. In the absence of any
challenge in an appropriate
court law or in the Election
Com on real substan-

tive matters, none has the le-
EI] authnﬂtzetn dislodge the
NP from their existing legit-
imate positions. °
The Prime Minister still
maintains that she would re-
sign from office before elec-
tion and . not without
logic and justification. to have
a voice in the negotiated set-
tlement envisaging the gov-
ernmental set-up during the
interimmn period before the elec-
tion. She does not wish to re-
-a?m leaving behind an uncer-
tain state of affair and an ad-

ministrative vacuum during the

period to follow,

.political crisis, rhe fate of the
ebruary 15 election is sealed.
We ask the Election Commis-
sion to remove the obscuri
dark glasses from its eyes a
find the right direction.
- We ask the Election Com-
mission to abandon the farcical
election forthright. Let us stop
killing our own people and let
us stop bloodshed. Let us not
divide the nation and the ?eo-
ple. Finally, we ask the
tion Commission to estimate
the da es and losses that
have been inflicted upon the
Feopl: and the nation due to
ts obstinacy. It cannot be
above law and it is answerable
for all its actions. We cannot
absolve the Election'Commis-
:j:lrll Il;z' “',fn-jh:ﬂ': with the
ng the people and
e e e i

Dr A K M A Quader

Professor - of Chemical Engi--
neerin
BUET,

a.

Hoist white flag

Sir, Despite admonition,
premonition and repeated
warnings by the well wishers
why have we fallen into the po-
litical turmoil, economic dis-
aster and uncertain future?

If we put ruling BNP on one
scale-pan and AL-JI-JP on an-
other, we find the same
weight of errors and derelic-*
tions on both the pans. The
ruling BNP and the opposition

es are
or abuse misusea of power
and capacity for the present
day chaos and confusion, law
and order situation in the
country. :

What does the BNP want?

. To remain in power ‘for an-

other five years? What does
the AL-JI-JP want? To.come

to power ousting BNP? The
modus operandi of both the -

rultnf BNP and the oppeosition
AL-JI-JP is wrong. They have
been committing not .the
comedy of errors but the
tragedy of errors for the last
23 months at the cost of un-

told suffering of millions of

Wh
‘ at 4s the root cause of
political turmgil in our coun-
try? Simply the demand for a
neutral caretaker government
for holding a free and fair gen-
eral elections in the country.
How can we overcome our
litical crisis? Forc-
me Minister Begum

present
ing the

' - Kiraleda Zia to resign from of-

fice? There are two ways, ei-
ther violence or peace, to end
our political crisis. If we pre-
fer the former it would tak
years to solve the stalemate
the cost of life and destruction
of property of millions of
peaple of our country. If we
choose the latter it would take
a couple of weeks to resolve
our crisis for good and help
establish peace, tranquillity
and in the country.
Can't the Members 'of the
sixth Parliament with two-

y responsible -

thirds majority make neces- -

sary amendment in our
Constitution for a neutral
caretaker government for
holding a free and fair general
elections within ninety days
consistent with the demand of
the ﬂlrJIldF ’ﬁ}nd th:hwluhu of
the peo;: e? Then why oppose
it more? So long the demand
for the caretaker government
could not be fulfilled due only
te constitutional bottlénecks,
‘to be or not to be' attitude,
optimistic and pessimistic

of both 'BNP and AL-JI-
JP.

The long cherished desire
of the AL-JI-JP and the wishes
of the people for holding a
free and fair general elections
under a caretaker government
is now knocking at our door.
Should we lose thLlna:;}:portu-
nity and go on qu ing for
indefinite period

'no doubt proceeded with

‘under

" on

B e S R

The combined opposition,
on the other hand, argues that
in view of the low turnout of
veters and alleged rigging in
the 15 February election, for-
mation of the parliament
would be unlawfu!, invalid and
must, therefore, be aban-
doned. To substantiate their
contention, they have not
quoted any legal or constitu-
tional provisions but based
their strength on political and
moral grounds. ,

The Hon'ble President has
great
care and diligence. He asked
the two sides to submit their
respective tions on various
issues invited suggestions
from ajl concerned to arrfve at
a consensus. He perhaps has
the choice of
table or compre Pﬂnﬁet-
ings among the principal nego-
tiating parties, holding further
‘meetings separately with indi-
vidual parties and having tete-
a-tete with, some individuals 6r

. groups whose wisdom, counsel

and/or negotiating skills he
values. He may use also a com-
bination of these methods
and choose to apply them at
times he would consider ap-
propriate and beneficial. Since
time is of the essence, one
must act promptly and deci-

e greatest hurdle in
reaching a settlement, which
should be just, honourable and

comprehensive, is to seek a
synthesis of the first and the
second issues as enumerated
above, This does not appear to

~ We call upon the
cluding the BNP, . JI, JP
leaders and supporters to
kindly hoist miHions of white
Mags ul"mruc: atop their
houses, Ildings, offices, rail-
road and water transports,
towns and villages and arge
the Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and the Awami
League Chief Sheikh Hasina to
do away with their confronta-
tion against each other and-to
arrive at a consensus of opin-
ion on holding a mid-term
general elections 1996 under
a neutral caretaker govern-
ment as early as possible with-.
out further arregance, obdu-
racy and churlish quibbling.

O H Kabir
Dhaka- 1203

ple in-

R

For the masses

Sir, Bangladesh was not
made |
change of a seaful of blood of
the martyrs just to provide a
free stage for holding power
race among the politicians.
Bangladesh was liberated for
making a safe, poverty-free,
disciplined and peaceful
homeland  for the Bangla-
deshis, ority of whom have
hardly to d
politics. What they want is a

| abode where they can
enjoy a plain living with some
joy to share with the nature.

Would our most esteemed
politicians
this? ;

M Zahidul Haque
‘Asstt Prof, BAl, Dhaka

For an way out
Sir, It seems our irrespon-
sible politicians are bent upon
prolonging our agonies'in the
name of democracy. Appar-

-ently, the generally acce tmﬁ
resh

need is toe have a
election as soon as possible
a « neutral interim
government. As BNP has
accepted this* concept, the
opposition should nutehnld' out
their demand
resignation of present gov-
ernment prior to an agree-
mernt to fresh election modali-
ties. 1 don't find anything diffi-

‘cult to go about this process

and suggest the following way,
keeping the constitutional
aspecls unimpaired and at the
same tjme satisfying the valid
opposition demand :

1. All forms of hartals and
street vandalism be stopped
forthwith.

- 2, An Interim Govt. (as in
the case of Justice Shahabud-
din Govt.) be agreed upon
(without giving the political
parties more say in the
matter) to function under the

" .President and comprising of

persons, maybe, from among
the following : (a) the past
three Chief Justices, (b) the
three Chiefs of the : Armed
Forces, (c) the Chief of BDR,
(d) the 1.G. of Police, (e} Dr
Kamal Hossain and (f) Mr
Salman F Rahman. _

3. A firm date of General
Election based upon the exist-
ing electoral roll (to avoid de-
lay and fresh bickerings of the
politiciang) be decided upon.

4. The present CEC may be
replaced by another Justice of
the HC to be nominated by the
Chief Justice.

5. The present government
should step down by a certain
date after an agreement of all
political parties to these
modalities is achieved, re-

uesting the President to hold
resh elections by cancelling
the election of February 15th. -

Anmpar Ahmedd
135 Elephant Road, Dhaka

independent in ex-

anything with the °

please ponder over,

for

political capital out of it and earn immense gratitude of the people.

be altogether plausible. since
these are juxtaposedly opposed
to each other. Many would,
therefore, call upon our two
venerable leaders, as Prof
Rahman Sobhan did through
these esteemed columns a few
days ago, pleading them to

ibit a noble feat of states-
manship by accepting the
other's proposition on these
two issues.

Whoever accepts the other's
demand in this respect will
win,ﬂthe heart of the distressed

n, make enormous J:vouu-
cal capital out of it and earn
,immenagmgratitud: of * the
people. trary to an outward
semblance of capitulation, such
a magnanimous gesture would

f a real and term

victory for herself and her
party. It would also constitute a
triumph of reason over folly, of
tolerance over bigotry and of
mdcm over intransigence.
leader will earn for self

not only the unqualified sup-
Eort but also spontaneous
lessings of the eral mass
of people for ha been able
to save them from utter de-
spair and :

It a s that the third
point about the interim care-
taker government is easier to
solve. After all, both sides have
agreed in it in principle and
broad terms need to be
chalked out in due course. The
gucitIrm of holding a referen-

um, in the

may perhaps have some rele-
vance to this jssue. Similarly,
the question relating to the

nion of some, -

Election Commission would
brook rnio delay-for a solution.
once the principal issues stand
resolved.

The fifth point converging
on the Presidential role as a
high powered negotiator to

break the litical! impasse
now rightfully deserves most
attention deepest interest

of all and sundry. In the ab-
sence of explicit provisions in
the laws and the constitution

to meet some unforseen polit-
ical situation such as the one
we are fdcing today, learned
jurists of the land would defi-
nitely find ways and means to
provide valuable assistance to
the President in charting out
the right course of action to-
wards reaching a settlement.

In order to proceed
smoothly in this regard, it is

imperative that an atmosphere

congenial to

otia-
tion needs to be established.

1

Both sides should exercise ut- -

most restraint and no precipi-
tate action should be taken

either to vitiate the atmeo-
sphere and aggravate the sit-
uation. The

The op
hand. would in its turn,
well
mi

ous movement of nun-cooErn*
tion, to start with and at least
during the period of negotia-
tion. A pac deal, arrived
at largely behind the scene
through a method of give and
take, may perhaps be strenu-
ously worked out which will be
acceptable to all. While Provi-
dence decides our fate, let us
give it a helping hand.

do

OPINION

" must say that | was
shocked by The Daily Star edi-
torial ("This Must Stop",
March Llth, 1996) where it
was demanded that "whatever
the provocatipn — police or
other law-enforcing elements

shall not shoot peofle ed
in any form o poJ tical
demonstration”. Please 'spare
us such bleeding-heart drivel.

Are political activists above the

law? Since when have they
been elevated to a te cit-
izen class whereby their ac-

tions, by dint of J
“politica)]”, are not su to
monitoring or control by law-
enforcement
the activities
_ If I threaten my neighbour's
life and try to set fire to his
home, are the polfice in the
right to try and deter me, and
shoot me, if necessary, in
order to protect hlB ;lill'e and
property? The y Star
advocate t the hands of the
police be if | do the same
things, but shout BNP or
Awami concur-
rently? | have read numerous
comments in your paper casti-
gati
tion B
sponsibility of protec ‘citi-
zep.r;s. and ubi?c n.ndm;f'lvatc
property. Will that task be
made easier if the police .are
barred from using force ap-
ropriate to the situation?
our readers must be disap-
pointed with such gxhibitions
of muddled thinking. Of
course, unnecessary police
brutality as in the case of the
raid one Jagannath Hall cannot

- be condoned. However, blan-

ket demands of police re-
straint, regardless of the cir-
cumstances, are equalgv inde-
fensible. The police and secu-
rity forces are already operat-
ing in the most difficult gondi-
tions under incompetent polijt-
ical bosses who sometimes
blow hot and sometimes cold.
They are constantly being
asked to orm their duties
in the midst of the most seri-
"ous provocations. Should the

police wateh quietly while thes

so-called activists (read
"mastans”) main them, as hap-

ened in Narayanganj when
Ealf the OC's face was blown
away a political demonstra-
tor? ough - admittedly not
the answer either, in the light
of present events in the -
cal arena, it would have :
on balance, more reasonable to
demand that if the lives and
property of ordinary citizens
are threatened by politicos,
the police should shoot on
sight and ask questions later, -

You are not right to aver
that “the whole of this nation”
seeks instruction from the
BNP gdnvemmt to the police
to cuddle agent provocateurs. |
am ene B adeshi that does
not seek such instruction; let
me assure you that there are
others. | want to re t my
fellow citizens' political views,
but no matter how right those
views may be, the ession
aof those views should not in-
clude burning my car or my

petrol station or placing my

person in danger while I
dodge their "cocktails™ on the
streets. When that happens. |
want the police to offer pro-
tection. One hopes that they
will not have to shoot people,
but if they must, they must.
The alternative is anarchy.

, The political rights that you
appear, to be so concerned
!I ut in” your edit%ﬂ:l are not
always everyone's first priority.
If Ba:!:)gludcnh was being ruled
by a competent administration
with political imagination that
placed the national interest

alculations, such a govern-

Chovrfﬁ own cynical political
C
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the present a -
or faj.ﬂ to fulfil its re-

- Shooti

position, on the other -

if not ter-
: spate of mﬂnuﬁ#

- _\
- "This Must Stop“";

: d with the break-
down of and order and the
economic -catastrophe that we
have been experiencing over
these past long months, would
ers muc¢h earlier, u state
power to, restore order first,
and then acquiesced to the le-

timate demands of the com-

ned Opposition. Today, |

would sign awa
ltical ’ ts Egll'l a d:: ep;
the first person who could

guarantee me unrestricted ac-
cess to public roads, facilities,.
and services while | go about
my daily’ life, and ensure my.
ly's security so that | can
concentrate on r gﬁn Tail-
ing business and my-child can
pursue a much-disrupted edu-

These are indeed tnp-iy-
turvy times: we are living in
when some apostles of vio-
lence are given red-carpet

treatment at the Bangabhaban,

and we scream for h

on law-enforcement personnel

while they are ordered to do
their d duties in try-
ing to stem the
tacitl encuuraq
President's guests. In such
times, pat -such
as your editorial offers are not
the need of the hour. In this
excuse of a country where the
inmates have been allowed to
take over the asylum, it hurts
to see The D Star succumb
to. the swirling madness
around us. We used to appreci-

ate your ncwupafu,n an oasis
of sanity. Now it seems that a
new editorial policy is in force

by the

at your paper, particularly with
r:gard o fp-olitical comment, ’
whereby for every positive

comment in-favour of either

the present Government oY
the tion,: there must be
a balancing negative comyment,

no matter how tortured the
logic is. Why? So that the pa-
is viewed as non-partisan?

utrality is not equivalent to
fence-sitting. The mou of
. namby- platitudes is not

adequate any more, either. One
wishes to see mere of the,
courage of conviction which
The Daily Star used to have.

S Hasan
Banani, Dhaka

The_aditurittjr was on the
current sertes of police firings
:Ei demonstrations. It

not purport to restrain po-
lice in their duty to t':‘t'
the reader or any and. ail other

citizen's from harm's way.
is no way to cope
with itical demonstrations.
Precisely with this under-
standing and also putting a
higher value on a citizen's life
than is done in sh.
Modern states have devised

gadgets and strategies.
mym much of these our gou-

ermment has access,
nately, sh and not the
non-lethal recourses, has be-
come standard as police re-
sponse to situations of militant
political agitation.

The Daily Star has always
maintained that the ﬂmnﬁ
many courses open to cont
mob violenece must first be ex-
hausted and n‘;hr:td authorised
non-police quas icial magis-
tmtf’?? specific instruction be
received before opening the
fire on a mass of citizens. Po-
lice shootings of this st
month do not s st r:::

irements were aluways
m jounal thanks the reader

for appreciating the hapless:

- ness of the police institution

when used as a pelitical tool
Demonstrators are not abouve
law and not all of them are
mastons.

z Editor

violence
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