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SL leave
Calcutta

NEW DELHI, Mar 14: Sri
“Lanka's cricket team left Cal-

cutta amid tight security this
morning to fly to the stand
city of Lahore to prepare for
Sunday's World Cup final, re-
ports : :

"The team ... left early in

the morning for the airport
escorted several security
vehicles,” the Press Trust of
India (PTI}) news agency re-
ported.

t quoted police sources as
saying there were no incidents
during the. journey to the air-

FT1 said heavy security sur-
m the :Indimtﬂ.:‘ig Sri
teams during stay

in Calcutta.

"Special security personnel
have been guarding the hotel
where both teams were
Indﬁi it said.

agency said some In-
dian rs had alrea left
the r::ty for their homes while
others were staying in their
rooms until travel arrange-
ments could be made.

DID U' KNOW?
' (The Professer does)

HAT although Prince Ran-

jitsmd|i a cricketer fit to
be ranked amongst the top
players of the world, never,
played for India, the National
Cricket Championship of India

n in 1934-35) is named
the Ragji Trophy. -
. Indian who
played 15 times for England
against Australia between
1 -1902. He did a lot to
raise the prestige of Indians in
the cricketing world.
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SPORTS TALK

" day.

Why find a scape goat?

'I

L

Easier said than done.

Lot of discussions have
been held by cricket-lovers
and lot of abuse hurled at
Azharuddin for his decision to
bat last on the newly-laid turfl
at the Eden Gardens Wednes-
Perhaps, most critic
believed an Indian win had
they batted first. But let us not
forget some of the facts that
come handy. First, in his pitch
report, former Test star and
commentator Ravi Shastri
clearly said the pitch had no

ss on it., was slow and was
expected to take turm later in
the day. He also emphasised
the most important point: It
was a brand new strip and no
match had been played on it.
In other words the pitch was

- an unknown quantity, So, it

was only natural that Azbhar
would invite his opponent to
play unl(' it first. oreover,
records showed that Eden was
a happy hunting ground for In-
dia. To top it they had two
very intelligent spinners in the
team — mhle and Ashish
Kapoor and two slow medium
pacers in Sachin and Jadeja.
Ashish Kapoor was cularly
included ping in view the
five left-handers in the Lanka
team. One should not also for-

By Tawﬁq Aziz Khan

get that Ranatunga himself ex-
pressed his desire to bat last
on this wicket had he won the
toss. So, why should all fingers
point to Azhar for putting the
l«tnkans into bat? .

ROSHAN MAHANAMA

As the Lankans lost their
openers in four balls of the
first over did not everybody
think that Azhar had done the
right lhin WL putting the
Lankans in” en Gurusinha
was caught by Kumble off Sri-
nath at 35. a small total for the
islandeérs was visualized.

But a little fighter by the
name of Aravinda de Silva had
some other ideas in his mind.

Fresh from his exploits against
the Kenyans, De Silva played
one of the finest innings of his
illustrious career. At no stage
of his inning
tremendous pressure did he
give the impression that he

was in a rescue mission? In-'

stead, he went on to play his
matural strokes all around the
wicket that reduced the Indian
bowling to club level. His was
an innings worth all the trou-
bles to see. The Lankan mid-
dle-order held brilliantly and
took their total to a very com-
fortable position. Mahanama,
Ranatunga, Tillekaratne and
Vaas contributing generously,
under the circumstances,

It had been acknowledged
by critics that bowling was not
Lanka's forte. , what held
India from overtaking the
Lankan total with their strong
batting line-up? On a wicket
where Kapoor and the highly
rated Kumble could not suc-
ceed. part-timer like Jaya-
suriya accounted for Ten-
dulkar, Manjrekar and Jadeja,

the las! two were bowled
round their legs.

Let's face facts. On this :
ticular day Sri Lanka played
better than India and that's

why they won Give them their
due. v try to find scape-
goats!

I can see the smiling face of
5ir Richard Hadlee. His pre-
dictions about Sri Lanka win-
ning the World Cup are almost
through.
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CALCUTTA. Mar 14: Pres-
sure was mounting on Indian
captain Mohammad Azharud-
din today in the wake of his
team's sto World Cup
‘semifindl defeat by Sr1 Lanka.
report

Mhamn can scarely be
blamed for the crowd trouble
which forced Calcutta's Eden
Gardens showpiece to be
abandoned, but he has been
roundly criticised for his de-
cision to put Sri Lanka in
after winning the toss.

Groundsman Maheswar
Sahu insisted he had warned
Azharuddin the previous day
that the newly-laid wicket
was likely to crumbie In the
second session, and many
were surprised India chose to
chase as targef under lghts
when batting conditdons are
generally less comfortable

To make matlers worse
Azharuddin falled with the
bat, dismissed for a duck
when he spooned a return
catch To Kumara Dharmasena
as India slumped dramatically
from 98 for one to 120 for
eight in pursuit of a victory
target of

hen ‘security staff were
unabile to restrain angry bol
tie-throwing fans in (he
stands, Sri Lanka were
awarded the match.

Azharuddin claimed 1t had
beén a team deciston to bowl

first, but former Australian
captain lan Chappeil believed
it was always a dy vern-

even Lhoufh they had pruvui
' successful chasers in the

| tournament

"Azhar sentenced his team
lo a chase on a difficult pitch
and he paid the ultimate

penalty.

Sri kan manaﬁﬂ Duleep
Mendis confirmed diplomati-
cally that it had been a good
toss to lose. adding, "Frankly,
the boys were surprised when
Azharuddin ask us to bat
first. Past records have shown
that it is difficult to bat sec
ond at the Eden Gardens be-
cause of the heavy layer of
smog antl the wicket.

MD AZHARUDDIN

T did nol realise how true

that was till we saw Sanath
{Jayasuriyal turn the ball
sfuare *

Azharuddin had batted first
and won all the three prewi
ous day night internationals
under lights at the Eden Gar
dens

The ecuphoria over lasl
week s quarterfinal win over
arch-rivals Pakistan was for

Fﬂtltn on Wednesday. Lady
uck, however, which has
smiled on Azharuddin since
1993, could rescue him n

He was on the verge o
ing axed after India null’rrrd
heavy defeats on the tours of
Australia including the
World Cup - and South Africa

Azharuddin in an abyss

during 1991-1993

But he saved his captaincy
and career with a monumen-
lal 182 against Graham
Gooch s Englishmen in the
first Test at the Eden Gar
dens in Januarv 1993

Since then India have been

unbeaten at home 1n both
Test and ome-dav series.
making Azharuddin India s

most successful cricket cap-
tain

Intriguingly. there are al
ready rumours the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
IBCCI) are to reconsider their
appointment of Azharuddin as
captain for forthcoming one-
day tourmaments in Sharjah
and Singapore and a tour of
England.

>ome oflicials apparently
feel the appointment sﬁ')rmld
not have been made until
after the World Cup. and the
situation has been compli
cated by the current turmoil
In Azharuddin's personal life

The captain, a Muslim, an
nounced early in the World
Cup that he was divorcing his
wile in favour of Indian ac
ireas  Sangeeta Bijlani
Although he has pleaded for
his privacy to be respected,
the aflair ﬁnn prompted con
siderable debate around trhe
COouUniry

Others eel his style of lead
rr!lhl? is not tough enough
but the only real alternative,
Sachin Tendulkar, is still just

zir'r-ara old
The reluctance to burden

thetr best batsman with exira
responsibilities may mean the
selectors reprieve Azharuddin
in the short-term

But like his Pakistan coun-
lerpart Wasim Akram. whose
house was sloned by angry
fans after the quarterfinal loss
to India., he is discovering
that home defeats on the sub-
continent in a high profile
lournament df-manﬁ instant

scapegoals.
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AUSSIE-WINDIES

SCORECARD

sScorehoard” in the World
Cup semifinal between Austra-
lia and West Indies at Mohali
Thursday:

AUSTRALIA

M Waugh Ibw b Ambrose 0
M Taylor b Bishop 1
R Ponting Ibw b Ambrose 0
S Waugh b Bishop 3

S Law run out T2
M Bevan c Richardson b Harper 69

I Healy run out 31
P Retffel run our 7
S Warne not out b
Extras: (Ib-11. w-5, nb-2) 18
Total: (for eight

wickets-50 overs) 207
Did not bat: G McGrath, D
Fleming.
Fall of wickets: 1-0: 2-7; 3-

B. 4-15; 5-53; 6-171; 7-186;
8-207.

Bowling: O M R W
Ambrose 10 1 26 2
Bishop 10 1 35 2
Walsh 10 0 33 0
Gihson 2 0 13 0O
Harper 9 0 47 1
Adams 9 0O 42 0
WEST INDIES :
Cha_ndtrpaui ¢ Fleming

b McGrath 80
Browne c and b Wame 10
Lara b S Waugh 45
Richardson not out 49

Harper Ibw b McGrath 2
Gibson ¢ Healy b Warme 1
Adams Ibw b Warne 2
Arthurton ¢ Healy b Fleming 0
Bishop Ibw b Warne 3
Ambrose run out 2
Walsh b F‘Ieminﬁ 0
Extras: (Ib-4, nb-2, w-2] 8

Total: 202

Fall of wickets: 1-25; 2-93:
3-165: 4-173; 5-178; 6-183;
7-187. B-194; 9-202.
Bowling: O M R W
McGrath 10 2 30 2
Fleming 83 0 48 2
Wame 9 0 36 4
M Wau 4 0 16 0
S Wau 7 0 30 1
Reiffel 5 0 13 0
Bevan 4 0 12 0
Law 2 0 13 0

Overs: 49 .3

Result: Australia won by five
runs.

Man-of-the-match: Shane
Warne.

Pak delight in
[ndian plight

ISLAMABAD. Mar 14 In-
dia's controversial exit from
the World Cup following crowd

trouble dominated the [ront
j#‘ge'ﬁ in Pakistan here on
ursday

‘Disgraceful Indians” ran
the banner headline in the
daily newspaper The News,
the story of India's abandoned
semiifinal against Sri Lanka in
Calcutta taking wp the top
third of the agr and relegat
iNg news uF rime Minister
Benazir Bhutto's latest political
meetings to a few paragraphs

The nation ran four sepa
rate front page articles on the
controversial snd to the game
reporting Pakistani glee over
the resylt under the headline
‘Pakistan celebrates Lankan
triumph.”

It also dedicated half an in
side page to Wednesaday's inci
dents which saw the 110000
Eden Gardens crowd hupl mis

siles, bottles and rocks on to
the pitch as India. chasing 251
for eight. slumped to 120 for
eight

A comment piece accused
the Indians, who had asked for
a slow pitch from their
%l’huﬂd.lhﬂl to try and hamper
sri Lanka's batsmen, of using
sleight of hand” to try and
reach the final It called the
Indian Lactics a “"miserable
game plan’

Islamabad d.:llz The
Muslim's front page headline

ran. Calcutta mob on rampage
as Lankans thrash India "
It reported: "It was Lhe

most gloomy. sad and dis

} Austrian to reach number one
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Eden falls from grace
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CALCUTTA. Mar 14: Eden
Gardens has long occupied a
lofty dposltiun in the list of the
worl eat cricketing arenas
but its future as a major inter-
national venue may under

- threat following the abandon-

ment of Wednesday's World
Cup semifinal between India
St Lanka, reports Reuter.
Calcutta, otherwise known
as the City of Joy, prides itself
on possessing India's most
knowledgeable sporting popu-
Iauun and signs proclaiming
‘the way to Eden" are visible
evetywhere.
An estimated 100,000
p.ople crammed into the sta-
dium for the match and when

the lights came on to illumi- '

nate what looked set to be a
fascinating game. its reputa-
tion as one of the game's most
dramatic locations looked fully
justified.
But as India began to strug-
ﬁl: all it took was a few plastic
ottles to prompt a much
more serious hail of missiles
from the stands and ruin an
occasion which was being seen
live by millions of television
viewers. around the world.

It is this instant global
R’murc which has :lﬂ:tad

ednesday's efents above ar-
guably wrn: incidents on the
sub-continent in the last three
decades, and Pakistan-India-
Lanka Drgamlmg Committee
(PILCOM) convenor J han
Dalmljra already fears the

It will be difficult to get a
ame in Calcutta again.”
almiya, also the

nr t Indian Cﬂcket Board
Control.

"The city's image has been
tarnished. It's extremely sad.

This incident will have far-
reaching consequences.

‘It has completely baffled
me. [ could never imagine that
this kind of incident could
take place in Calcutta which is
ﬁnuwtnd for ‘ijl.s cricketing

nowledge and sporting be-
haviour, B e .

Match referee Clive Lln d
and the umpires were left wlth
no alternative but to award the
semifinal to Sri Lanka, and
Lloyd's report to the Inter-
national Cricket Council (ICC)
could easily- recommend stiff
punishment,

Lloyd was particularly con-
cerned by the inaction of the
security forces on duty, whn
generally Jrerfurmcd on .a
with middle-or l:'r
halamr:n- :

"l asked for an additional
force and toeld them to mingie
with the crowd, but | don't
tkI:mw if thltiy dwu:rt really

ere,” said ‘I am ve

inted.” K s
cutta- hosted the 1987
World  Cup final between
Australia and England, and is

.credited with numerous atten-

dance records including the
four highest one-day crowds of
all time. -

Only the MCG in Melbourne
mm s for size and Wed-

ay's attendance may well
hluaﬂnncwhigh although
exact figures of paying spec-
tators are notoriously elusive.

But while visiting countries
complain about the among
which can accompany the
players on to the field. the real
danger to Eden Gardens' fu-
ture is more likely to come
from inside India.

Seventeen different local
associations have a staged
matches on Indian soil during
this World Cup, and half a
dozen have now erected flood-
lights in the hope of attracting
more matches in future.

Many will view an excuse to
remove Calcutta from the
equation, even.on a temporary
basis, as hard to resist. The
consequences of Wednesday's
events may haunt Eden lovers
for some time.
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NEW DELHI, Mar 14: The
Indian media came down heav-
ily Thursday on the crowd
trouble at the World Cup semi-
final which saw the game
abandoned and awarded to Sri
Lanka. report agencies. :

Newspapers unanimously
hailed Sri Lanka's win, saying
Arjuna Ranatunga's men were
deserving winners of the ri-
otous match by a display of
“classic team effort rather than
individua] brilliance "

Buf none of the dailies
spared the 110.000-strong
crowd that gathered at the
Eden Gardens in Calcutta on
"black Wednesday” to see their
home team crash out of the
World Cup

‘It was a day — and night —
of disgrace for Indian cricket,”
the Asian Age said It began
like a dream and ended like a
nightmare. The events will
staih our memory for a long.
lun% timre.”

ouble defeat for India’
screagned the headline of the

IIILI Ell'
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Indian Express. "It is impossi-
ble today to be an Indian and
not be ashamed.”

The Hindustan Times de-
scribed the crowd rioting as a
‘sorry spectacle” and a " blot”
on India's cricket reputation.

"The historic Eden Gar-
dens. - once regarded as a
pilgrimage site for cricket en-
thusiasts, is today a syrionym
lor ridicule.” the Pioneer said.

We have lost matches be-
[ore....But never has the nation
had reason for collective ig-
nominy on this scale.” it
added. "It is not about losing.
We lost to a better side.

‘India's real defeat was not
on the fielu Su. in the stands.
Eden Gardens will no longer
feature as the world's second-
most sacrosanct cricket arena
after Lord's.

"All that India can do to
atone for Calcutta's sins ig to
rise to a man and cheer "Sri
Lanka on to a splendid victory
in Lahore.” the Pioneer said.

The Indian Express said it
could be some time before the
World Cup returns to the sub-
continents

It will now be a long time
before the world's most
cricket-crazed region wins an-

Press pummels India

other vote at the International
Cricket Conference to stage a
World Cup.” the daily said.

"Was it in the same city that
people lined the streets in
millions to greet the first
South African team to wvisit
India in 191-31' the newspaper
asked.

"Somewhere during the in-
tervening years, Calcutta lost
its soul and character and the
loser today is all of India.

"This bkack Wednesday,”
Calcuttans may have lost the
affections of the enlire
cricketing world.”

"The Ealcutta—bamd States-
man called it "one of the
blackest days in the history of
Indian cricket "

In a column in the Indian
Express, former Indian star
Kapil Dev expressed disap-
pointment with the Calcutta
crowd.

"l always thought that the
were really a fantasur: an:{
s[:lortieg crowd with a lot of
knowledge about the game,” he
wrote. "But they behaved dif-
Efl-ll'cntl}' today and it is shame-

Editorial writers found no
fig leat to cover the naked fan
fury at Eden Gardens.
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