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Shocking!

NEW DELHI, Mar 14 An
Ifidian cricket fan committed
suicide in the eastern state of

By default, |

vt | From hero to a zero

By Zayd Almer Khan From Nizamuddin Ahmed West Bengal after Wednesday's
Sri Lanka's victory against making, sk everymowand thin: World Cup semifinal loss to Sri
India on Wednesday cemented ' { HBut that was not to be hap- Accusation of bribery, L;gk:étx::: g

lhelr position as one ol the top
ﬁg nations in the world

0 more are they the
m!nnm or the underdogs —
, from now on will be one

of the favourites, whatever the

pened as the partisan crowd,
draped in orange. white and
green stripes discovered them
into the depth of despire like a
lunatic chained to the wall of a
sanatorium when India suf-

spending time with women
friends and lower samples of
moral turpitude-have-been lev-
elled against the Indian
cricketers by the local press
and the cricket samgjdhara, on

Ashoka Roy 35. hanged
himself in front of his televi-
sion set in the West Bengal
town of Debnagar moments
after violence erupted follow-
ing an Indian batting collapse
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CALCUTTA, Mar 14

It is

occasion.
not very often that a colos- fered a dramatic coll : the street. at Calcutta's Eden Gardens.
13‘“& tt];: Tﬂlan:;hqﬂ:::':ﬂ:; seum-full citizenry, yearning The crowd vented their fury Extra police protection and | The Press Trust of India
osts was truly dnspiring, for the blood of missing gladia- by throwing bottles and stuffs delayed departure from the | [ews a ency said scores of
' especially for a budding crick- tors, are transformed -nto a but only a among lhﬂﬂlul stadium were necessary to cricket fans tn Debnagar took
o Dk adesh | Volatile thugs as their heroes 100 thousand capacity avert crowd trouble outside | out protest processions follow-
it was aqually humiliating and all, fell from grace within a  of their anger came In the the Eden last night. ing the Indian debacle.
for the hosts, for they were of six hours. In the elec- form of abuses, targeted Whereas the day before the In New Delhi, angry fans
thrashed in the true sense of | rifying ambience of the Eden at Azhar, the name Bijlani ad- match, the Calcuttans were | hymed effigies of captain Mo-
the word Gardens on Wednesday, in the Ea — ' perhaps too tense to discuss | hammad Az Azharuddin tnnight
It was very disappointing | 9Ty heat of the swelterin ]Ilcltem&nt thru cricket, today the weight is off
when. after the shameless dis- afternoon. Jayasuri a an Inmet their chest. Every nook and. Groups of fans gathered on
plljﬁy the san crowd the | Kaluwirtharana ambled into corner of the city is today re- | street corners in Calcutta
words "Sri Lanka win b}r'dc- the area like sacrificial goats COLOMBO, Mar 14: Expa-  Vverberating with unkind words | shouting "down with Azhar-
fault" lashed on the TV sc- into the slaughter-house. triate Sri Lankans sent mes- for Dalmiya, ;}zhar, Jadeya, uddin® and "down with India”.
reen. Their victo ' The blood -thirsty frenzied sages across the world on the Mongia, and Sangita Bijlani. | World Cup banners were set

was any-

thing but by default. They out-
played ﬂ}eh:u&jng hosts in ev-

There (s even s
Azhar's ex-wife Naureen and
their children. To the super-

pathy for | alight.
Police had intervened in
some southern areas of the city

fans got their till early;” prepa-
rations were afoot for a grand
campfire around which would

Internet expressing pride and
joy at their country's success
in reaching the cricket World

ery aspect of the game. take place the midnight dance. Cup ﬂnai rts Reuter. stitious Indians. all this is due | to hrinuht situation under
It was a well deserving vic- With restrictions for vehicu- "l am rea oud of you all to Naureen's curse, control t therg were no ar-

tory, and the official result | lar traffic around a half-mile for taking our little co ntry to The slogan in the street to- | rests.

does no justice to the Lankans arameter of the Eden, high- the top of the 1|.||nr+|:\~rh:i'I sald day is Gall gali me shore hai 1 "Some (fans) even shouted

fantastic efforts. By default, my fans flocked like ants Nuwan Samaranayake from  Azharuddin chor hal. That | slogans in favour of the Sri

foot. towards the cake of merry- 'Houston, Texas. sense at all up. | Lankans.” said the agency.
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New BooOst powere

with EN-VITS
for even more energy

New Boost now
brings you even

more power, energy
and stamina. The
energy releasing
vitamin EN-VITS

gives you that extra
pep for the whole day.

e S -

' an all but ended th

P
|.__.. ”‘fl

The team brought India de-
feat, but the Calcutta crowds
brought it shame. The forced
cancellation of the game before
the planned overs were cem-
plete was a shame that the
Calcutta audience will have to
live with for a | time One
can understand how deeply
and thoroughly disappointed
the crowd must have felt. It
was not only the fact of losing
in a World Cup semifinal, but
losing the way India did. But
still then, it is only a game,
and above everything else, the
'spirit of cricket’ must be held

up high.

| am a total novice about
this fabulous game. The reason
| dare to write today is not to
discuss the techmical excel-
lence or the lack of it, of Iht
game, but to salute the spirit of
the Lankan team. Losing two
wickets for one run. a the
third at 35, any team in the
world would withdrawn into a
defensive strategy. But not
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fALLUIhl Mar 14 (AFP):

Sri Lankan Sanath Jayasuriya

had already left his mark on
the World Cup before the
semifinals. But t India he
unleashed a whir .

If you had told him _ befi
me her: on Wedne ng

Elly a -

t . K

making a

the
that
in Inﬂamln
would have

few quick runs at the top of

the order.
He would never have ex-

pected to spark an Indian bat-
with his part-

ung collapse
time left-arm spin — nor

} spark a full-scale riot.

The 26-year-old left-han-
der, who made 79 off 76 balls
against India in their earlier
tournament meeting at New

Delhi and an extraordinary
iman-of-the-match 82 off 44

balls .in “a:;d quarterfinals
against Er is an opening
batsman bowls a bit.

At Calcutta, he batted a bit

— three balls, to be exact— be-
fore slashing to third man and
opening partner

Lolnln
mesh Kaluwitharana in the .

pavilion after just four deliver-
ies of the match.

Ball in hand, however, the
bit player took on the leading
role as he removed Sachin
Tendulkar, Sanyj J Manjrekar
and Aja Jnde a during seven
extrao mrtrl that cost
just 12 runl

That
Ja¥asuﬂ

1 i

fnnnnnn: — with

a caich as

s u Hlm M a
— was instrumental in i
Sri Lanka into their first Wo

Cup final, as seven Indian

wickets tumbled for 22 runs
contest.

Th: finish, wh it came,
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Salute to Lankan spirit

By Mahfuz Anam

Ranatunga's boys. Aravinda de
Silva captured the imagination
of the ﬂﬂtrs with his positive
game and entertaining style.
All his team mates followed it.
What made the Lankan

so very enthralling was that
they kept losing wickets and
yet did not allow the spirit of
the game to sag. They made it
look like fun. And it was such
fun watching them.

That is where the rest of
the sub-continent has a lot to
learn. While losing a game in
Pakistan and India becomes a
national crisis, the Lankans
took the whole thing in the
true sporting spirit. There is
something in it, for us all to
think about. [ feel terribly
sorry for the players in
Pakistan and India. Because
the expectation is so high. the
level of disappointment is

equally devastating. Imagine
the psychological and emo-
tional stress the players must
have gone through when they
were playing it that ten-
sion that made them crack

when the pressure became too
much.,

I think it is criminal the
pressure the players of India
and Pakistan are subjected fo.

Of the tsed | tontors

SAN ATH JAYASRURIYA
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KALUWITHARAN A

especially when th e pla
ing each other. cﬁecumgsya
national pr:suge issue. with
political leaders getting in-
volved. The result is that, just
as victory becomes such a glo-
riuua dffair, so also defeat a to-
tally shatt:ﬁn]% ngltma.r: We
know what the tin Ameri-
cans do about football. But
there, it is the love of the ga-
me that dominates the spirit.
In the sub-continent, es
cially between India and
Pakistan, it defeating the op-
ponient that takes precedence.
It is not the emotional outburst
in winning that | am bothered
ahout It is our inability to ac-
defeat properly, and then
it out on the players that I
am concerned about. My ob-
jection is about the tnmuunal
stress that the cricketers are
subjected to when a game lost.
is is again where the the
Sri Lankan team has shown us

th: way. They ricket
me sh«::nul]:'l g:dpﬁa a_u
everything they hm got,

yet never fi for a mo-
ment that t are there to
enjoy it. and also share their

enjoyment with us, the specta-
tors. Thank you Sri Lankan

team for us such a fun
giving

was provided by rioting fans at
Eden Ga:dm a full house of

110, Dﬂﬂd ttltnru had seen

ayasuriya, cel-
m and downcast Indian
players with their bats be-
tween their legs and they un-
leashed a barrage of ;miullu
that forced match officials to

abandon the contest and award
lace to Arjuna

AR b

J and Kaluwitha-
rana, the double pinch-
hitting combination . in the

toumnment will be hoping to

ﬁt the runs again
Lahore on Elﬂ:l‘l 17, heit
against Auqtrglu_nr the West

. That remains their forté.

Their exploits as the most dev- -

astating o in a
at thllE an g m
" cluded 43 runs three overs

ainst Mohammad Azharud-
din's side in the Group A
game and 50 off four overs

lkl?ﬁ:r Michael
SRy L
e one-day game
to | heights with their pol-
icy of "Playing the first 15
overs like the last 15."
On Wednesday, . man-
ed one run between them.
eir first-over dismissals
seemed to have totally under-
mined their side’s chances.
But then, the pair teamed
up to remove danger man Ten-
dulkar, Kaluwitharana stump-
ing India's top batsman for 65,
tntumthe%l ame's fate in their
favour on Wednesday night.
The Sri Lankan pair, it seems,
cannot be kept out of the
news, whether at the crease
or in the field.
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COLOMBO, Mar 14: War-
weary Sri Lankans today found
some much needed respite in
their-cricket team's whirlwind
world win over India, report
agencies.

Jubilant fans lit firecrackers
and toasted their cricketing
heroes late into the night after
Sri Lanka completel nut layed
India to enter the Worl Cup
final.

Expatriate Sri Lankans
shared their joy over the

Internet with congratulat 3 |

messages strcaming in from
over the world.

Sri Lanka has been belea-
guered by an ethnic conflict
with Tamil Tiger separatists
since 1983.

‘The rebels blew up the cen-
tral bank on January 31 killing
almost 100 people and pro-
mp tinF the Australian and
West Indies cricket teams to
forfeit their World Cup games

* Tigers of Tamil Eelam,

against Sri Lanka rather than
visit the country.

. The rebels, the Liberation
are
fighting for a homeland for
minority Tamils in the north
and east of Sri Lanka. But
cricket is played all over and
by both the Tamils and major-
ity Sinhales.

"Generally people here have
separated the cricket from the
war,” said human rights
worker father Harry Miller in
the eastern war zone town of
Batticaloa.

He is based:at St Michael's
College for Boys, the vast ma-
jority of whom are Tamils.
"They all wanted Sri Lanka to
win", he said.

Sri Lanka's press hannﬂrr
headlined the national side's
s tacular achievement of
reaching its first World Cup fi-
nal — than offered Indian
spectators a few tips on good
behaviour.

Sri Lanka's Industries
Minister CV Gooneratne said
hé considered it was a. com-
Pltmcnt that rioting Indian
ans. who forced match offi-

| Lankans over the moon

cials to abandon the semifinal
on Wednesday. had thrown
bottles, cans and friit on to
Eden Gardens.

"The spectators' brickbats
were Sri Lanka's bouquets,”
the minister said. &ppiea
thrown will not keep the Sri
Lankans away." _

That state-run Daily News
berated India's rioting fans on
its front page for starting fires
in the stands and throwi
missiles at Sri Lankan ofi-
spinner Muttiah Murajitharan.

"“We invited the Indian
spectators to ocome to Sri
Lanka and watch our cricket
fans behave not only in victory.
but in defeat,” the Daily News
said. "Well'done Sri Lanka we
are proud of you great sons.”

President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga was the first to
f:nnﬂatu te the team, hoping

would be abie to go
all the way.

Businesses were at a
standstill and some offices half
desterted after the game began
with almost every Sri Lankan
glued to the television or radio.
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