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Women on the How

Starting on a Clean Slate

ERSONAL securily is
perhaps the most fm-
rtant basic right that
is denied to women. Especially
vulnerable are young girls, who
are faced due to poverty. to
look for ways to basically stay
alive. With no voice of protest
and no protection from their
family or society. they are
subject to the worst kind of
abuses. Sometimes coerced,
sometimes because of survival,
young girls go into prosti-
tution.
raped by their employer
working as maids or even by
members of their own family.
Whichever form it takes, the
psychological awounds of the
sexual abuse ﬂ:ll;csc Eérnun
t are conironted wit
m; lifetime to heal.
ose who are 'lucky' are
often rescued by the police
during once in a bloom raids in
brothels which b them to
what is known as 'safe custody'.
Basically what this means is
that -the girls are kept in jail
(ironically, for their own
safety) until some one or some
organisation takes up their

cases and brings them out of
custody. such sa-
tions are a Parishad, Ain
O Shalish Kendra and Mabhila
Ain Jibi Samity.

But the guestion then is,
what ha afterwards, that

is after these girls have been
set free? The stigma of their
past (most of them have been
prostitutes) ensures that th
are not d by their fami-
lies or" by society eventhou
many tia:l:;f: their mi;l y
unaccept occupations have
mheu: the result of coercion and
y. - v
Hl:r.e is where an
- tion has stepped in with the
objective of socially rehabilitat-
these young women who
have been victimized thro
no fault of their own. The
sociation for Correction and
Social Reclamation (ACSR) as
the centre is called, is more
appropriately known as Nirmal
Asroy and runs like a hostel for
these jail returnees. =
But providing food and a

safe place to stay is only a part

L other times they are .

th

-later. Without t

ol what the centre offers.
Essentially, the goal is to pro-
vide a full p amme through
which the girls will be given
basic education, lessons in
ethics and vocational training.
The idea is to give them a
fresh chance to a normal
citizen and be accepted in so-
ciety.

Walk‘iﬂf into the spotlessly
clean study room where a car-
pet kas been laid out for the
girls to sit for their lessons,
one has to remind oneself that
this is supposed to be a
‘correction centre'. But the
severity of such a term does
not do justice to a place that
has become home to eleven or
s0 girls now living at the cen-
tre. Wearing colourful clean
shalwar kameezes, their hair
in neat plafts, it is hard to be-
lieve that these girls who are
between 14 to 16 years are
fortier prostitutes or offenders
accu of stealing. Their shy
smiling faces say very little of
the trauma they have gone

Shompa (not her real name)
wll;n :d now ar;und 16 rs
old u to work in a ts
fact for 550 taka mh
ﬂ:un taka as overtime. She

with her mother in a hut
in Sadarghat for 200 per
month. At the age of about 12,
Shompa was married off to a
local youth who worked in a
small shop. She was quite
ha at her husband's house
until one day a fight between
her mother and mother in-law

caused her to walk out of the.

house in frustration and go to
her nana’s (mother's uncle's)
house in Mirpur. Later when
she had calmed down she de-
cided to go home. On the way,
however, she met a woman in

an expensive sari at the station
who invited

The woman promised Shom
that she would drop her hﬂlg;
nking Sh-
ompa stepped into an au-
kshaw with the woman.

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

‘girls told her that she had
been kidnapped by the woman
and now had to work for the

brothel's 'madam’. If she tried
to escape she would be beaten

and tortured. There was no
way out. :

Everyday. Shompa and the
other girls had to satisfy from
10 to 12 clients each. The
madam would take all the

money. ‘

Shompa stayed in the Tan-
bazaar brothel for a year until a
police raid took her to the
thana where she was placed in

safe custody. It was members

her to her house. - e

of Mahila Ain Jibi Samity who
rescued Shompa and brought
her to Nirmol Asroy.

The other girls have similar
stories. While most of them
have been rescued from
brothels, there are one or two
who have been raped by their
employees while- working as
maids and become victims of
false cases filed by their em-
ployers. | :

Since most of the girls are
either illiterate or with only
class [lI schooling, the first
priority is to teach them basic
subjects — - Mathematics.

* e ]

‘months, after which they

Bangla, English and also Is-
lamiat. The trade teacher
teaches the girls how to draw
and paint, flower making, tai-
loring and embroidery. A resi-
dent supervisor or matron
looks after overall activities,
The pirls have separate sleep-
ing arrangements in two large
rooms turned into dormitories.

For recreation the centre
has a television and VCR which
the girls enjoy watching after
their chores. Indoor games
such as chess and carom are
also provided. The authorities
of the centre plan to buy a mi-
crobus so that the girls can be
taken out on field trips. u-
lar medical check ups are also
given to the girls.

At present, there are three
teachers who, apart from
teaching also share the re-
sponsibility of keeping their
morals high. "You cannot imag-
ine, how traumatised these
girls are when they come,"
says Dilara m, a teacher at
Nirmal Asroy and a Masters
student in sociology, "it takes a
long time, patience and love to
bring them to a normal state."
Usually the girls stay at the
centre from six to twelve
el-

g

ot oo

. structure alrea

ther go back to their families
or the centre finds them a job.
In this way ACSR makes sure
that the
society.
Counselling, which is essen-
tial for such victims of vio-
lence, is provided by the
teachers. "At first”, says Dilara
Begum, "they are very unwill-
ing to cooperate, but slowly,
thrgr became more responsive
and accepting. "l have to be
constantly after them, says the
super (superintendent), "tell-
ing them now it is time to eat,
to study etc. It is like taking
care of very small children."
Founded by Tahera Kabir
and supported by her husband
Late Alamgir M A Kabir, who
was the president of the Nati-
nal Executive Council of the.
centre, is financed by the
Ministry of Social Welfare,
Human Development Founda-

tion and through personal do-*

nations. |

The short term plans of
ACSR is to build with govern-
ment funding a two storied
dy underway for
25 residents. In the long run,
an ambitious government pro-
ject costing two crore seventy
six lakh taka will accommodate
100 girls with special facilities
for vocational training.

This, no doubt, is a big step
forward for a project that
started as early as in the 70s..
“This kind of centre,” says
Shah Abdul Hannan, Chairman
of the Managing Committee,
"should be in every district and
should be initiated by the re-

spective municipal corpora- -

tion.”

There are many women
Hannan continues. "in distress,
who come from the villages
and are stranded at the station
or a bus stop with nowhere to
go. These women should be
able to take refuge in a safe
place”.

The ACSR Nirmal Asroy is
such a refuge for helpless

. teenaged girls who fall victim

I| w Yy | e |

Source: The EconommsBook of Vits Wond Statishcs (1990}
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widow (Namwandu)

lion shillings since 1992."

Something was placed against " scru :
her nose and the next minute & e : . tﬁ?ml:intr c‘:-qhiu#;. t?tu:: ::u:l I];:e
she was unconscidous. When £IE o : where these girls can forget
she wake up Shompa found When working becomes the only way to survive, personal security their past and hopefully start
herself in a brothel. other is the first right that should be ensured — Star photo  on a clean slate.

campaign to scrap the o B s . schedule.

i Where Ambitious Women iz s =

because of its derogatory

connotations is itself bein

challenged —by the success o
the women it is designed to
protect. :

Widows, especially those
under 25, dislike called
Namwandu, because it con-
jures up images of helpless-
ness, vulnerability, abandon-
ment and L

So Vice-President Specioza
Wandira Kazibwe is spearhead-
ing a drive to drop the word.

But in the wi -rich area
of Luwero — the "killing fields"”
of Milton Obote's second gov-
ernment in the 1980s — the
women have turned the image

around. and given it connota- '

tions of commercial enter-
prise, self-confidence and
pride.

“In fact,” says Edith Na-
mazzi, leader of a widows’
group in the country of Musale.
that i ﬂ\:‘ghmh“

they also they were
widows.

Her group received a loan of

1.3 million shillings, which it
invested in food and milk pro-
duction. Earnings are now pil-
ing up in the group's bank ac-
count.

Edith Namazzi is so re-
- that every :-family in
the country wants her to visit
their home and she is invited

as a Eucﬂ of honour to many

She has been showered
with responsibilities, including
secretary of' two women's
councils and head of the local
Young Women's Christian As-
sociation.

Start-up money for the wid-
ows' group — and for several
others in the country — came
from the War Widows' Founda-
tion, itself mainly financed by
the International Development
Association, the World nk's
sofl-loan affiliate.

Luwero has been a key area
of ations. because an esti-
mated 500,000 people were

killed in the area in five

'Want to be Widows'

by Crespo Sebunya

For many of the thousands of Ugandan women wheo
lost husbands in the "killing fields”" of the civil war,
their status means penury and pariahdom. But a
growing number, reports Gemini News Service, are
showing their detractors that widowhood is no bar to

enterprise, z

‘ars
of fighting that ended with the
coming to power of the cur-
:ﬂnt President, Yoweri Musev-

There were about 25,000
registered war widows In the
area. Their plight, and that of
the thousands ol unregistered
widows, was dire. Most had
children to look after., but no
money, land or resources.
They .were often looked down
on society. Many had been
[orced to work for their in-
laws.

Few had either assets or
experience of keeping ac-
counts. which. from a convern-
tional lending point of view.
nade them a bad risk flor

Sou Asil

banks.
But they learned fast.

The loundation used to ex
plain to us that the money has
to be accounted for,” recalls
Namazzi. 'and persuaded us by
ru king only those who had
»oks of accounts.”

Her group's hunbkctptn? is
impeccable. Other groups [ol
lowed her exaimnple helped by
the foundation s careful moni-
toring and assistance.

"We have to stress to them
that these are not gifts.” says
the foundatlon's Luwero
manger. Timothy Nkajja. hut
that it is a fund that revolves
around them. and the system
could benefit many of their
numbers il money is repaid on
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The results have heen dra-
matic, k-

District administrators re-
port food production rising in
countiries where widows are
&lining financial muscle.

idow's children are going
back to school. 2

"Widows have improved
food production in the project
area when compared with
other districts,” says Luwero
district administrator. "And
when we compiled a list of
households of those with chil-
dren that don't attend school,
widows were not on the list.”

Aisha Semere s typical of
those who have
did not ‘want to go back to
Kamira village., "because | ex-

Fectcd nothing good from vil-
age

life.”
But with the help of the

Musale group. she returned to

the home she had been forced |

to abandon. cleared the bush
around it and restored
house, She bought a cow and
sells the milk. leases a little

land and earnsa about 12.000 |

shillings a day — not bad for a
pruilrft she initially dismissed
as irrelevant to her needs.

The foundation concen-
trates on rural areas rather
than towns, because officials
say Il is easler to set up
money-earning schemes there.
such as poultry rearing.

One group. in Bukeka, has
come up with another idea — a
sub-group with members tak-
ing turns to help each other in
the fields.

"And when we get the pro-
ceeds we huy plates
saucepans, cups and utensils
for our funeral society.” says
group leader Justine Lut-
waalmna. — GEMINI NEWS

girls are accepted into

T

ted. She.

the |

Celebrating International Women

s Day in the spirit of resistance.

n
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“Ten Things Mothers Should Tell Their

Daughters before Getting Married

en the word marriage
implies a state of con-
nubial bliss where the sun
always shines. everyone smi-
les. the food
cious ‘ahd everyone lives in a
haze of love. To most mother
of unmarried daughter marri-
age implies uncertainty of the
highest degree. They can onl

consider the subject with
faceboding especially with the
stories tHat abound of unhappy
marriages and of young
tortured by husbands and their
relatives. Whilst it is useless
to deny that there ate families
who ill-teate young brides,
most families do not fall into
this category. They are usually
all too ready to welcome a
bride in their midst. Even so.
some misunderstandings do
occur. They can be avoided, if
treated tactfully. There is no
end to the advice one can give
a daughter before marriage but

these ten points should be -

helpful.

1. Always remember that
vour husband's home is not
Lust his home. of vour in-laws

ouse but it is also your own
home [ronr now or and thus
act accordingly.

2. Establish an amiable

O most unmarried wom-

is always deli- -

brides -

" by Saifa Rashid

relationship with all your new
relations. Treat your brother

and sister-in-laws " like .they
were your own brother. and
sisters. Buy them small
presents from time to tirhe
and give them your time and
your attentioin, make them feel
you care for them.

- 3. Don't be impatient with
vour mother-in-law if she
treats your husband like a little
boy. After all he has been her
little boy for the past 30 years

or so. Just as you are a little

girl to your parents.
4. Be patient and sym-
pathetic with everybody but

not at the cost of your self-. -

respecis. .

. Be accommodating. It is
not wise to take a stance and
stick to it come hell or high
water. However, do not turn
yourself into a dormant either.
Then people will trample all
over you.

6. Do .not let yourself be
swamped by petty jealousy if
your husband spends his time,
money

man can't be expected to
give up his family
married you. On the other

or attention on his
parents. brother or sister. The

hand, he can't expect you to
give up your family either.

7. Tr{ to act dignified and
do not allow yourself to indulge
in - petty argumernts over
trifles. It is better to ignore

various snide remarks of some

members of the family. might
make. | '

8. Do not make demands on
your husband which he cannot
meet whether menetary *© or
not . If your husband earns Tk.
10,000 per month it isn't
realistic to expect a Tk 5000
saree every montih. You can't
expect him to take you to your
friend's house when he has to
attend a family function.

9. Treat your husband with
respect and consideration and
show him that you expect your
marriage to be a marriage of
equals. ;

10, Try to make everyone
understand that u are not
ust somebody's wife. This ma
the most difficult part of all
and it will take time to achieve
— may be even ; ;

There is no foolproof of
method to make a happy
marriage. It needs patience,
understanding. intelligence,
care and adjustment. But

because he +* advice from mothers can make

the process a lot easier.

Nari: A New Package Programme on BTV

proposal for a new pack-
ar.fc programme called
‘Nari’ has been given to

e 25 minute progra-
mme, created and dircﬂtegr':
Muhammad Jahangir. wil’i
focus on various issues influe-
nci women's lives — their
P ems, achievements. stru-

~ Interviewing. Bir Protik Taram

ggle for their rights etc.
With the possible date for

the first airing of the pro-
grnmme falling on Indepen-
ence day. Nari will be fo-
cussing on the Liberation War.
Farida Akhter of Nari Grontho
Probortona will speak on
women's role in the Liberation
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on Begum on Nari' to be aired soon

Movement and an exclusive in-
terview with Bir Protik Tara-
mon m taken at her home
village Shonkor Madhobpur in
Kurigram will be presented,-
The programme willphe hosted
by Aditi Chowdhury and pro-
duced by Development Com-
munications. '
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| TING Women in Ch-
urch History, Joanne
Turpin employs three

parameters in 'Etltrting the
twenty most remembered
saints of all times and of the
peoples’ hearts. Purity of the
self, moral vigour and
extent of their sacrifice are the
qualities she goes for. With
profundity she relates both
emotions and thoughts. [t
makes the job quite challeng-
ing for any person trying to do
the same in Bangla to evade
the trappings of trans-scrip-
ture.

Nicholas Biswas
possesses the penmanship re-
quired to do the task, and deal
with such literary substance of
a’superior kind.

Fr Silvano Garello's ap-
Rendagt of the stories of a

undred and forty more pious
ladies, significant events of
their time, and a list of all the
Popes, gives it a diverting lift.
He states In the ePI]ogu: that
the glorious role of the Sisters
in spreading the Lord's words,
and in the development of
women, in Bangladesh has not
found its proper place In his-
tory books till today.

As far as history goes,
women have suffered in mar-
riage, at chiid-birth, in exile,
in {liness, as widows and have
perished to preserve their
chastity. Recent population
census’ in China and India re-
veal a missing re of 1] mil-
lion women in the year of the
Girl- Child, when we thought
we were prepared o acknowl-
cdge and celebrute the lemd
nine qualities of the human
race.

The sacrifice of Sister Mary

however

! Ranl in India says it all, that

the

-

Book Review

The Usherers of Hope.

Christo-Mondolir [tihase Nari, a translation by Nicholas
Biswas of the original. Women in Church History (20 Stories

for 20 Centuries)
Publisher :

Price: Tk 100,

y Joanne Turpin.
National Training Centre, Jessore

Reviewed by Shakib Abssn .

women have apparently not

suffered enough. She believed
in educating Iindigenous
women im the realities of the
world, and became a perceived
threat to the local lanrnwn:rl
Her good work might have
been lost on those handful of
wolves who took her life, and
those who did not faise a fin-

er to save her, but not on the

s of thousands of mourners
who gathered at her funeral
and shared her dream.

An ancient Arab myth be-
spoke of women as the epit-
ome of hope. But Long ore
Christ, when civilisation was
monstrously young, men ex-
pected women to organise
themselves around the first
law of nature based on whoever
was the fittest. Women fought
in their meagre ways against
the pedestrian life they were
talked and sometimes forced
into. The corridors of imtﬂ.m-
tion were blocked for em,
and sensibilities carted away
an array of restrictive an
macabre interpretations of a
wornen's role The tales of the
women told here however
bring us lace 1o face with the
blinding truth that God had no
intention of genderising the
regions of our mind. This book

mumcmuTultuhnk.hud
a

at the fool world we have
made for ourselves so far.
These women's brutal, experi-
ences do not do men proud,
and if nothing the book is

- worth skimming because it at-

tacks the myths of sts.
Wamen n,:e uurrﬂnl. ne ol

defence against the prolifera-
tion of weapons, drugs and

.mmmt

crimme. We have failed where
we have left them behind. In
Belfast, Jerusalem or Sarajevo,
wormnen will have to take to the
streets again for peace and
trust, to return from where
they had*®been exiled long
since.

This work will certainly be
unputdownable' for anybody,
who 1s in need of inspiration.
There are some thoughts so
alive and uncompromising that
one has to read them over

again.

Being a person outside of
the creed, | understand that it
is paramount to try to know
what people really believe in,
because it is pnly then that we

can differ without hurting each
other. As The Economist puts
it in it's survey of Islam, "the

distance between them would
diminish, and the risk of
misunderstanding be less, if
Islam and the West no longer

regarded each other as respec-
tively amoral and fanatic.”

The paths of the different
hues of that make this
world so rich and diverse have
often wandered far apart. have
often crossed bloodily, and
only through better under-
standing can we mend our age-
old prejudices. -

The men who think women
nature to
be able to make a in
the ways men have moulded

their world-view should re-
member that women are bet-
ter equipped to judge In a
world which is becoming more
stressful. And men. as the
pastoral Bedouins would say.

are getting lost. -



