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Opposition on Presidential move

Cancel Feb 15 polls for
a positive outcome

Opposition parties have ex-
pressed doubts about a positive
outcome of the presidential
move for a solution to the po-
litical crisis, as the February
15 election is yet to be de-
clared null and void and the
cabinet headed by Begum
Khaleda Zia still to resign.

- Awami League, Jatiya Party

1 and Jamaat-e-Islami expressed

this view in separate letiers to

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yestérday.
They sent the letters, al-

most identical. in response to
the President's call for putting
forward their respective sug-
gestions on the framework of
the proposed caretaker gov-
ernment for hnlding general

elections.
The letters said t_hat with

By Staff Correspondent

the February 15 polls yet to be
declared hull and void. and the
cabinet headed by Begum
Khaleda Zia yet
there was little scope for any
effective step towards forma-
tion of a non-party caretaker
government.

The letters also said imme-
diate cancellation of the
Tarcical’ February polls was the
only way to solve the pr{:blcm

Referring to her party’
March 10 meeting with t r:
President, AL chief Sheikh
Hasina said in her letter. "We
requested you to immediately
stop the ongoing illegal pro-
cess of elections. and you as-
sured us of doing so. But it is a

matter of concern for us that.

the process of the polls re-
jected by the people is. still

o resign,

- suring

0] ) B - :
In her letter. the AL leader
also alleged that the presiden-
tial promise of {reeing the op-
position activists from prisons
was yet to be materialised.

Expressing her party's
willingness to cooperate with
the President in ending the
persisting political crisis, the
AL chief hoped that the Presi-
dernt wnuld pave the way for
resolving the problem by en-
immediate cancellation
of the elections and resigna-
tion of the Prime Minister.

On the question of the
framework of the proposed
caretaker government, the let-
ters of the AL, JP and Jamaat
said the opposition modalities
for the caretaker administra-

See Page 12 col 6
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name of ex-CJ
Habibur Rahman

By Nazmul Ashraf

The ruling BNP is likely to
propase the name of former

as head of the proposed non-
F rtI\]/ carelaker pgovernment
or holding the next general
election, competent party
sources said last night. |

The party may communi-
cate its proposal to the
President today. party sources
said. The BNP proposal is in
response to the President's
letters issued Tuesday to BNP
and other political parties,

|
:

L

represented in the f[ifth par-

» llament, seeking their imme-

diate suggestions on the struc-

' ture of the proposed non-party

government.

Two top BNP leaders —
Information Minister M Sham-
sul Islam and Finance Minister
M Saifur Rahman — met Jus-

tice Habibur Rahman yesterday .

to communicate their pro-
posal, sources close to the
ministers said.

See Page 12 col 1
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Head of non-party govt
BNP may propose

chief justice Habibur Rahman’
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Windies-Aussies second semi today

L shatter Indian dream:

N\,
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CALCUTTA, Mar 13: India's

World Cup dream ended in
disgrace here today after furi-
ous home fans rioted during
the semi-final and forced
match officials to award the
i:;me to Sri Lanka, report AFP,

The 110,000 Eden Gardens
crowd began flinging projec-
tiles on to the pitch and light-
ing fires in the stand as India,
chasing 251 for eight, slumped
to 120 for eight.

That collapse, which saw
seven wickets tumble for 22
runs, was too much for the
home supporters. ;

* 5ri Lanka's players huddled
in the middle of the pitch for
protection as riot police were

.-”-'- T B L T

rushed in to try and restore
order. The players were then
led off by match refﬁm: Clive
Lloyd.

Lloyd said: "It is in my remit
to. award the match to Sri
Lanka. I am very disappointed.”

An attempt to restart the

‘Match 15 minutes later was

Hi-0-1l

| Aravinda’De Sihra.. 2

Another dies at Sadarghat

Pedestrian killed as AL,

BNP clash at Mirpur

By Staff Cnrrespondent"

Two persons were killed
and at least 50 others were
injured. in clashes and bomb
explosions in the city on the
fifth day {'estcrday of the Op-

position unched indefinite

cnuntryrwide non-cooperation .

programme.
An unidentified paascrb}r

aged about 25, died on the

spot when bullet-hit in a
crossfire near the Ansar Camp

at Miqi»ur The exchange of fire .

took place between supporters
of thr: ruling BNP and the op-
position at around 1:45 pm.
Mirpur police confirmed
the death but could not arrest

anyone in this mnntrtinn till

last nlghl

cdy was sent to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH) morgue for au-

tnpsp rtptrtnialﬂwf‘.ﬂCﬂr :

the injurf:d 25 were

admitted to the DMCH with
bullet and borab injuries.

Police picked up six per-
sons from Mirpur, Cantonment
and Tejgaon areas.

Six persons were injured,
one of them fatally, when two
bombs were hurled on them at
Sadarghat Launch Terminal at
around 7:30 pm, police said.

“The injured were rushed to
the Mitford Hospital, where
one of them died later at 9 pm.
The dead was identified as
Maniruzzaman. 28, .son of Ab-
dul Majed Sheikh of ana]gme‘lé

According to the injur
the bombs were thrown on
them from a boat on the Burig-
anga river, said Kotwali police.
No -arrest was made in this
connection till late last night.

A mad rush of clients for

money was seen

at commercial Banks and a
See Page 12 ¢ol 1
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‘DSE trading couldn't

- be held for 38 days |

By Rafiq Hasan

Trading at the Dhaka Stock
Exchange (DSE) could not be
held for 14 days this year due
to hartals and other political
Erngra mmes and government

olidays, resulting in a slide in
Share Price Index and
market fapllailnatlnn of the
share market.

The DSE All Shere Price
Index recorded a 39.02 point
decline whtle the market capt-
talisasion fell by Tk 231.78
crore since the beginning of
this year

je DSE index stood at .

796,81 points at the close of
trading on Thursday last while
it was 835.83 points at the rnd
of 1995.

The market capitalisation nl
the DSE stood at Tk 5192.10
crore on Thursday while it was
Tk 5363 68 crore during the
closing week of last year.

- "We have been able to oper-
ate the share market only 11
days in the month of February
and 17 days in January this
year. while the bourse has ex-
perienced six days aof trading
this month.” said Imuyaz Hus-
sain. Chaimjpan of the DSE.

Trading at the DSE re-

mained suspended ‘since Sat-
urday due to the indefinite
non-cooperation programme
called hé'tlu- opposition polil-
cal part

Several bombs and cock-
tails were ed in front of
the DSE buj during each
and every political agitation
programmes so that ‘'we can
not open the (trading) foor.”
Hussain noted.

"Some foreign investors
called us asking when the
market would be opened but
we can not provide them the

See Page 12 Col 3

Remaining MPs
take oath today

The oath of office will be
administered to the remaining
members-elect of the 6th Par-
liament today, reports UNB.

Speaker Sheikh Razzak Ali
will conduct the oath taking
ceremony at the committee

Room No | of Sangsad Bhaban

at 4:30 pm.
Earlier. 200 newly elected
MPs Look oath on March 4 and

sevenn MPs on March 7.

Star Report

The activities at the General

Post Office (GPO) remained to-
tally su on the fifth day
of the opposition called pon-
cooperation movement yester-

day.
According to witnesses, a
small red plaque fixed outside

the GPO gate yesterday read,
"Office is closed, by order of
authorities.”

When contacted. the Direc-
tor General of Bangladesh
Postal Department said that no
such order for closure of the
GPO was issued yesterday. He
termed the unschedul clo-
sure as an act of sabota e.ﬂe
also claimed that the G -
functioning normally amidst all
inconvenience.

A large queue of people

. were found anxiously waiting

outside the GPO pgate last
aflernoon.

Akramuzzaman, a student of
Dhaka University. told this
correspondent that he came to
the GPO in the morning to
avail the Express Mail Service
[EMS) to send some necessary
document to Sweden.

The guard at the gate of the
GPO asked him to come after 4
pin. apprehending new in-
structions for emergency

See Page 12 col 7
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Legal expert tells The Daily Star

Any ordinance providing for
a nun—partjl,' caretaker govern-
ment would be unconstitu-
tional while the doctrine of
necessity could justify such an
arrangement, said a top lawyer
of the Supreme Court.

"An ordinance providing for

| a caretaker government will be

unconstitutional being an al-
teration of the Constitution.
Similar will be the case with
any other formula It can be

| found ]!_-Fa] in the present situ

5 ation on

y by application of the
docirine of necessity " said
Mahmudul Islam, who is prac-

' tising law since 1961 and is

: SIS

the author of a book on cnnsti-
lutional 'aw and several legal
articles

Talking to The Daily Star
esterday the author of the
wok. "Constitutional Law of
Bangladesh” said. "The present
impasse cannot be overcome
uniess parties reach a consen
Ondce a ronsensus s
reached 1t may not be difficult
1o put it into effect

On a way out which is com-
stitutionally tenable the legal

By R M Titumir

expert said, "The modality
cannot be on a hypo-
thetical basis and will vary ac-
cording to the nature and
character of the consensus.”
Once a consensus (8
reached. a concrete scheme

'~ Mahmudul Islam .

may be prepared. he pointed
out. "The best course then
would be to refer the scheme
lo the Appellate Division for its
advisory opinion.” said Advo-
cate [slam. .

Ord unconstitutional

Asked if any solution can be
reached bypassing the sixth
Parliament, he said, "As has
been reported by a section of
the media, the election held
on February 15 is not one
contemplated under the Con-
stitution.” It reminds one of
the situation prevailing in Pak-
istan in 1977 when the Peo-
ple’s Party had won thr gen-
eral election, the opposition
alleged massive rigging, a ynass
movement took place, de-
manding annulment of the
election. The Pakistan episode
ended in the destruction of
democracy.

Advocate Mahmudul Islam
said the Election Commission
is entrusted with the duty of
holding free 'and fair election
and it has power to scrap an
election. which has been found
to be so fundamentally flawed.

“It all depends on the good
sense of the disputing parties,
If they can reach a consensus,
a solution is not difficult tu
find,” he added.

Askéd whether one can l-ljr

See Page 12 Col 3

Repolling to cost EC
over Tk one crore

By Morshed Ali Khan

The ongoing repolling at
different centres in the coun-=
try is costing the Election
Comunission (EC) more than
Tk one grore, excluding the
expenses involve in engaging
security personnel. EC spurces
said.

Repolling is being hedd at
3.77% centres in 84 con-
stituencies across the count
as election could not be held
there on Febru: 15 because
of widespread violence. rigging
and resistance from the umjnr
opposition parties.

The EC. however, withheld
repolling on Tuesday in Lhe
remaining 10 constituencies in
Hﬂngpur Sirajgartj. Shariatpur.

Gopalganj and Comilla as the
returning officers concerned
expressed their inability to
conduct repolling due to pre-
sent unfavourable situation, the
sources pointed oul.

At many of the 3,777 cen-
tres, repolling is being held
again as the second attempt by.
the EC to conduct polls went
in vain, official Sources said.
They, however, coula nov con-
firn the:number of such cen-
tres.

“The cost of repolling is go-
jllghup dué to thig re-repolling

Ithough the EC had saved
some mnney initially as candi-
dates were elected uncon-

See Page 12 col 8

the crowd,

- Lanka.”
- damage to India's- sporting ]

-

ahnrlrd as fans agai |
m{nctﬂts at a EI':I 3 Y, ¢

er dian batsman Vii /
Kamhll was led off the pitchdn }
tears as it was announced the -
match had been abandoned.
Banners began to appear in
saying: e-are |
cﬂugralulaunnu Sri |

BTV will telecast today's semic. |
final at 15:00 (BST). BeerﬂM* .
stories on pages 10, 11, o &

but the lrrn:parahle

sorry,

reputation had been done. |}

Sri Lanka will row play the {
winners of tomorrow's game
between Australia and the West' |
Indies. .

The evening took on a sur-*.
real feel as an award ceremo
went ahead on the pitch as
lice continued to patrol thé
stands and put out fires.

Television commnentator

See Page 12 Col 4

Banks to open
after 11 am
today: AL

All banks will open after 11
am today as the opposition
made some relaxations in their - -
non-cooperation movement for

public convenience, reports’
UNB. : e
Shops will also remain

open from 4 pm to 10 pm ev-
eryday {rom today until further
announcernents, an Awami -
League announceinent sald'.-
yvesterday. ,.
Export- -oriented industrh:a
in the private sector, espe- .
cially garments factories, will -
operate from 4 pm to 5 am
until further instruetion.

Meanwhile. Sheikh Hasina
yesterday said a 'conspiracy’
was on for the sitting of the
'so-called parligment’ to legit-
imise the ‘vote thieves.’

'People in no way would ac-
cept this. Those who stole
votes committed a heinous

blunder to the nation,' she said -

| in a statement at the end of

fifth day of the indefinite non-
cooperatian agninﬂ the gov-
ernment. 5

Hasina said the BNP gev-
ernment ' had arranged the
'farcical’ polls on Feb 15 ignor-

See Page 12 col 8

Muggers snatch
“pistol from
army officer .

By Staff Correspondent

An ‘army officer was at-
tacked and robbed of his pistol -
by muggers in the city Tuesday
night, according to police.

Captain Chuwdhu Sabbir
Ahmed, residing at Boro
Moghbazar, was waylaid out-
side the Golden Dragon Bar in
Eskaton at around 10:30 pm
Tuesday by two men who beat
Iglm up and snatched his pla+
t

He was admitted tn a city
clinic with serious injuries.
However, he left the clinic
after treatment. ;

A case has been filed with

‘ the Ramna Thana. None was

arrested till the writing of this
report last night.

On the occasion of

OltFr

Sth

Anniversary,
we wanted 1o

put in a compilation
of our achievements

SIHCE

Mcarch.

[99]

but unfortunately vou can't
buy the whole Front Page
of the Daily Star.
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