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Thousands riot at Freeport
mine in Indonesia

SAARC to discuss
more:-liberalisation

of trade

COLOMBO, Mar 12: Top ot-
ficial ol SAARC countries will
meet here on Thursday and
Friday to discuss further liber.
alisation ol trade among the

meimber 11ations. savs PTI
Two officials of the conr

merce minist and one from

the external
India are participating
SAARC Inter-Governmental
Group meeting.

The SAARC countries began
implementation of the South
Asian Preferential Trade Ag
reement (SAPTA) on Decem-
ber
boost to intra-SAARC trade
which currently is a small
fraction of their trade with the
world. .

As many as 226 itmes have

been identified for exchange of

tariffs ranging from 10 per
cent to 1 per cent among
the seven member countries.

"+ Of these. India has agreed

to extend tariff concessions on

106 items. offering 50 per

cent or more concessions on

90 itemns and zero duty on 13
, itmes

oup is meeting for the first

time latter the successfiil hold-

ing of the first ever SAARC
trade fair in New
Jan

nations.
The IGG
low up
. Committee for

* US for tougher

" sanctions

against Nigeria
NEW YORK. Mar 12: The
administration is seek-

tougher sanctions st
Nigeria to force the military

Economic

airs ministry of
in

eight last year to give a

The inter-government gr-

Delhi in-
which was attended by
all trade ministers of the |

is the fol-
of the meeting of the

tion (CEC) in Delhi re- | ..

|

JAKARTA, Mar 12 Thous-

ands ol people were rioting
foday in  and aruuna
| Indonesia’'s giant Freeport

copper and gold mines in Irian
Jaya. and the military has
been put on alert, a military

Timika said.

“The situation is getting out
of hand here ... the police have
given up and the military is

Corporal Zahlarr of the local
military unit in Timika told
AFP by phone

Captain Edi Setyadi. of the
Irian Jaya military. contacted
carlier by phone in Jyapura.
the provincial capital, said the
riots started Monday.

"Hundreds of local people
rioted and pelted Freeport of-
fices and dormitories on
Monday. Today, Freeport
workers were told to stay
home.,” Setyadi said. ®

"It probably was a misun-
derstanding. where the locals
were not aware of regular
(hospital) visiting hours.,” he
added. x

source at the mine base I'g

-awaiting orders to take action.”

Setyadi said it was "still un-
clear” how many people were
infpured or the amount of inate-
rial damaged due to riols.

But he said Major General
Dunija. head of the military
command overseeing security

in Irian Jaya. had gone to,

Timika to monitor the situa-
tion.

The Daily Republika said

the miots started Sunday and

that several people had been
injured. =

Freeport officials were not
available for comment Tuesday.

PT Freeport Indonesia, a
subsidiary of US based
Freeport McMorran and one of
Indonesia’s largest foreign in-
vestors. has been repeatedly
criticized for alleged environ-
mental and human rights is-
sSues.

Last
Human

week, the National
Rights Commission in

Jakarta said it would send a

team to Irian Jaya at the re-

quest of the local Amungme
tribal council to reopen.inves-

tigations into alleged Kkillings
and torture in and afound the
Freeport 1nines.

Last year. following two vis-
its to Irlan Jaya. the commis-
sion held Indonesian security
lorces guilty of human rights
violations, including 16

Kilhngs and several cases of
torture

In February. an Irian Jaya

military tribunal jailed an army

giftitcr and three soldiers for
ween one and three
for the killings. | =
Last November. a statement
issued in Jakarta by members
of 19-non governmental organ-
1sations from seven countries.
including the US. accused
Freeport of ‘massively altering
the landscape. damaging the
rich biodiversity of the area.
harming ... local indigenous
communities.” j
In November last

ear th
US .federal agency's 5

E€rseas

Private Investment Carpora-

tion [OPIC) in Washington DC,
cancelled 100 million” dollars
in political risk insurance for
PT Freeport Indonesia.

governinent closer to, democ-

racy. the New York Times re-

ported in Tuesday editions,
says Reuter. M
| European countries have
ed the proposal. which
Times said md'd I e
. quoti iplomats
mmm:ﬂﬂ 3
The propo
industrialised countries to ban
new foreign investment in

Nigeria and freeze assets of

Nigerian leaders, the Times
reported.

The administration has de-
cided t imposing'an em-
‘bargo on Nigerian oil, which
the government with
_ per cent of its foreign

earnings. The United States is
u"m.njur purchaser of Nigerian
ofl.

The Untied States waliting .
to annourice the
it meastires the support of its
allies, the Times . If it at-
tracts nmo support, the US
might consider acting alone,
an administration official told
the Times. °

Turkey agrees to
sell water
to Israel

JERUSALEM. Mar 12: Tur-
kish President Suleyman
Demirel announced Monday
that his coun has to
sell water to lIsrael, officials

Dm.whn arrived here

on a historic first offi-
cial visit, said Turkey would
. sell 150 milion cubic metres
{5.25 trillion cubic feet) of wa-
ter to the Jewish state:over

two :
‘I{ee.n’rurkuh leader in-

formed Israeli Prime Minister
Shimon Peres of his decision
after Peres said Israel would
not intervene in a dispute be-
tweern and over
the waters of the Euphrates
river. sed £
. Peres to Demirel
that Turg;;;u water it did
not use to other countries in
the Middle East. L

"The issue of waler must be

an economic one and not a po-

litical one.” Peres said.

The two leaders also dis-
cuss lerrorism. two days ahead
ol an unprecedented anti-ter-
rorjsitin summit in which
botli men are to att ;

Thailand, China,

Indonesia plan

joint ventures

BANGKOK. Thailand, Mar
12: Subsidiaries of Thailand's
largest cement producer will
enter into two joint ventures
in China and one in Indonesia
to make gypsum board and
small diesel engines. a com-
pany official said Monday, re-
ports AP.

Siam Cement Group will in-
vest 2.8 million dollars for a 63
per cent stake in a small diesel
engine factory in Sichuan.
China. with the Sichuan Inter-
nal Gombustion Engine Indus-
try Group. The uction. tar-
get is 300,000 engines a year.

In a joint vemture with
China's Tianjin Building Mate-
rial General Corp. Siam Ce-
ment will build a gypsum board
factory in the northern Chi-
nese city of Tianjin. The Thai
company will hold 7] per cent
of the shares. The project in-
volves an investment of 3.6
million dollars. with produc-
tiorf capacity of 20 million
suare metres a year.

Siam Cement also will in-
vest in a gypsum board factory
in Indonesia with a local pro-
ducer, the Wings Group. Siam
Cement will hold 50 per cent
of the 3.7 million dollars pro-
ject. Its production capacity is
expected to be similar to that
of the Chinese gypsum joint
ventures,

The company did not say
when any of the projects would
be operational

sal calls for all |

|

*  TAIPEI,

Develo

elude steel.

French traders pass ordei's (Monday) as the P
world stock markets in a tumble and opera
Street in the wake of 3 per cent
1.57 per cent at the opening dnd wags off 2,08
1,934.29 points as trading continued.

.........

e - .

aris stock exchange joined other European and
tors ‘waited to see what would happen on Wall
nosedive on Friday. In Paris the

CAC 40 index was down by

per cent in the early afternoon to stand at

— AFP/UNB photo

* ‘supplies to key industries

Mar 12: Taiwan
sald yesterday it has drawn up

{ a plan to ensure supplies to

key industries and the darmed
forees in the unlikely event of
a war with China, reports
Reuter. .

The plan. drawn up in re-
sponse to mounting tensions
with China, was announced as
the island braces for Beijing's
live-fire military exercises in
the Taiwan Strait from March
12 to 20.

The minist
ent Bureau (IDB)
said it would choose some
raw material suppliers in 14
key industries and control
their production and prices if
the government announces an
industrial mobilisation.

-"We have discussed and

 prepared an industrial mob#li-

sation plan to cope with the
tensions between gtalwan and
China,” Ho'Ming-Liang. the
IDB's Deputy Director General,
told Reuters, 3

"This is to ensure sufficient
supplies of raw materials to
both our key industries and for
military use " Ho said.

The military would be given
priority for its requirements
once the mobilisation order is
given.

The 14 key industries in-
cemernt, cas,
food. pejrochemicals. media
equipment. machinery. iele-

's Industrial ¥

cOmmunicatjons, ‘rubber,
copper, aluminium, electrical
engineering, stics and dally
necessities. Ho said.
. "Currently most manufac-
turers are upcratlr}g at only 60
to B0 per cent of their pro-
ductjon capacity. so we can
call on them to ‘expand to full
capacity if there are urgent
needs,” he said.

Since Tatwan relies on Im-

rts of most raw materials,
he rise in production would
mean increased imports, Ho

said. - .
Tailwan now imports more
than 90 per cent of most

commodities ljke corn, wheat
and soybeans. Imports account
for about 45 per cent of the is-
land's raw steel.

The ministr
ing last Thur

held a meet-
ay and decided

- not to increase the island's

kiralegic material resemves,
including those of steel, oil,
coal and grains, as stockpiles
were sufficient.

“Alter reviewing our strate-
gic malerials ang private con-
sumption reserves, we have
about one to three months of
reserves,” Vice Economic
Minister Yang Shin Chien told
a news conference.

Ho said the ministry would
be able to double the reserves
in an emergency, .

“The cost of increasing re-
serves would be borne by the

'New Aussie govt

plans

to cut federal spending

CANBERRA, Mar 12: The
new conservative government
announced plans for sharp cuts
in federal ﬁﬂ:nding Tuesday
after it said the budget is head-
ing for a big deficit in the next
fiscal year. reports AP.

Treasurer Peter Caostello
blamed the previous labour
government both for a rapid
deterioration in federal fi-
nances and for hiding that
problem during the recent
election campaign.

He said treasury calcula-
tions made before the cam-
paign for the March 2 elec-
tions show that the 2.6 billion
IS dollars [3.4 billion
Australian dollars] surplus that
the previous government fore-
cast has evaporated and
Ausiralia instead faces a deficit
of 3.7 hillion US dollars {4 9
hillion Australian dollars] for
1996-97.

"It should be clearly under-
stood that all figures are a
product of Labour's decisions.
mismanagement and deceit”
Costello said,

But Treasury papers re
leased with Costellos state-
ment said the sharp reversal in
Australia's fiscal fortune has
been produced mainly by a
sudden slow down in the na-
tion s economy

Economic growth was
close to 6 per cent when Lhe
previous government's budget
{]l"t‘.dll‘f‘[iﬂnﬂ were made early
ast vear.

It has now sunk to a little
more ~3 per cent. so the gov-
ernment s tax collections- will
be much lower than expected
and welfare payments will be
higher.

Prime Minister John
Howard announced his gov-
ernment would set up a special

Cabinet Commitiee to find
ways of cutting federal spend-
ing by almost 3.1 billion US

dollars (4 Willion Auslralian
dollars)] a vear over the next
two years.

This committee. like others
before it under both conserva-
tive and Labour povernments.
15 likely to become popularly
kmrwp as the government's ra-
zor gang for the ruthless ap-
proach it will take to cutting
spending on the nation's
roads. schools. hosnitals and
other services,

But finanmcial markets.
which had been expecting an
announcement of his kind.
took the news in stride.
showing barely a flutter on
their monitors as the an
nouncement was marde

|

this.

defence Ministry. state-run
firms. the fipance ministry and
Private Commodities Import
Associations, officials of the
economics ml'rﬂnt?( said.

At present. Taiwan has
more than a one month
stockpile of medicine. more
than two months of crude oil.
coal. steel. salt, wheat, maize
and an reserves and more
than thre¢ months of rice,
cement and cotton supplies,
the ministry added.

China’'s military exercises in
the Taiwan Sitraight from
March 12 to 20 are reinforc-
ing missile tests it {s currently
rnndurtmﬁ in two sea areas

\ near the island until March 15.

Beifing has viewed Tatwan
aw a rebel province since the
nationalist government fled to
the island after its.collapse on
the China mainland in 1949

Chi has threatened to at-
tack alwan il the island

drops a pled(fc to reunify with
the mainland and opts I{H" in-
dependerice . Talwan says it

does not want independence
but Beijing does not believe

»
Chinese foreign minister
?Ian Qichen on Monday called
afwan's first direct presiden-
tial elections scheduled for
March 23 a plot to win inde-
pendence.

China-Taiwan
tension may
raise shipping

COStS

MANILA. Mar 12. Shipping
costs are bound to rise because
of the high tension between
China and Taiwan. and freight
rates and insurance premijums
will both go up if the crisis
persists. industry officials said
ort Monday. reports Reuter.

Shipping executives around
Asia said vessels have been
warned to steer clear of waters
around Taiwan when China's
glanncd war games hegin on

uesday. /

China began missile tests in
the sea near Taiwan an Friday
which were expected to last a
week.

Beijing stoked the political
temperature on Saturday by
saying it would stage additional
war games from Tuesday to
March 20 in the Taiwan strait,
holding live-fire exercises.

Michael Farlie, director of
the Hong Hnns Shipowners’
Association. told Reuters that
if the military tests were to
continue indefinitely shipping
rates would have to increase.

He said the exercises near
Taiwan would add between
eight and 10 hours of shipping
time from Hong Hnnﬁ. to Kaoh-
siung. Taiwan's Southern port,
as ships avoid the military test
ZOne

‘Taiwan draws up plan to ensure

|-

1 assel sales and another

r
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; +

IMF chief arrives
in Baku for talks
on$ 188m loan"

. BAKU, Azerbaijan, Mar 12:
IMF Managing Director Michel
Camdessus arrived in Azerbai-
jan’s capital late Monday {or
talks on a new loan to help the
former Soviet republic reform
its ecgnomy, reports AP. .
Camdessus is expected to
announce whether he approves
the loan after meeting Tuesday
with President Geidar Aliyev.
The ITAR-Tass news agenc

said the loan would be for 188

million dollars. It sajd the In-
ternational Monetary Fund
previously
132 million dollars.
Camdessus also is sched-
uled to meet with the premier.
parliament speaker. finance
minister and chairman of the
national bank. . '

Thailand may
seek WTO help
to settle shrimp
.dispute with US

BANGKOK, Mar 12: Thai- -

land will join other countries
to bring the dispute on shrim

exports to the World Trade
Organization (WTO) if its talks
with the United States this

week fail to reach any agree- .

ment, a Thai Commerce Min-

 istry. official said Monday, re-

ports Xinhua.
Earlier reports, said the US

' last week listed -50 countries.

including Thailand. as using
shrimp catching methods that
reduce the population of sea
turtles. » .

According lo Pracha Charu-
trakulchai, Director General of
the Foreign Trade Department
of the ai Commerce Min-
istry. Thai shrimp farmers are
using turtle friendly technol-

-0ogy in compliance with the in-

ternationa standards.
although the technology may
not meet the US requirement.

If the US insjsts on impos-
ing import restrictions on ['ﬁ'lai
shrimps, Thailand will join
other countries to bring. the

case to the dispute settlement

hﬂc(liy of the . the official

The US has threatened to

impose restrictions on shrimp
imports beginning May 1 un-
less Thailand can certify that
its boats are using turtle
friendly technology.
The Thai

sent a trade delegation to the
US for negotiations scheduled

“for March 13-16.

Tito's yacht
to be put

. on.auction

~ BELGRADE. Y avia, Mar
12: A luxury yacht that be-
longed  to \Yugoslavia's late
communist leader Josip Byoz
Tito will be put on auction for
a starting price of 2 million
dollars. Montenegro's govern-
ment said Monday. r s AP.
The 118-méter (more tha

120-yard) long yacht, Gale

[Seagull) was extensively used
by Tito during his 35-year

_regime. It was also former Yu-

oslavia's main training ship

or navy cadets.
It has 300 beds. two
kitchens, a bakery. several

luxuriously decorated salons.
hairdressers and a small clinic.
Its-captain’s log says Tito spent
324 nights on board Galeb:

built Bgtnrn ago. Tito died in
1980.

Mn; .

ito, who sailed with the
yacht to Africa, Asia and South
America, was well-known far

his Namboyant lifestyle. He

used Galeb to host cocktail
parties for many foreign lead-
ers and dignitaries.

Galeb and .nost of the
former Yugoslavia's navy ships
were swiltly transferred to tiny
Montenegro from Croatian
ports when the Yugoslav civil
war started in the summer of
1991.

The huge fleet has Emuﬁfd
Montenegrin ports and the
government decided to put
themm on sale. Montenegro,
whose coastline is no longer
than 200 kilometers (125
miles). and Serbia are the only
two republics that remained in
Yugoslavia. : ;

The yacht has been idle
_sirg;_e the war started.

he auction will be held
Friday in the Montenegrin cap-
ital of Podgorica.

Rolls Royce
pretax profit
up 73 pc

LONDON. Mar!l2: British
jet engine maker Rolls Royce
announced a 73 per cent rise
in 1995 pretax profit on
Thursday. mostly on income
from asset sales and new prol-
its from Allison Engine Co .
reports AP

Rolls Royce said pretax

rofit was 175 million pounds
about 269 million dollars). Lp
from 101 million pounds in
1994 Sales were 3.597 billion
pounds. up from 3. 163 Willion.

Sir Terrence Harrison.
chjel executive of Rolls Royce,
said that 32 million pounds of
the profit gain was [rom the
30
million came from Allison
Engine. which Rolls Royce
bought tn March 1995.

arrison warned that while
military orders looked encour
aging in the near term they are
heginning to thin out further
ahead.

"Military + projects are
hellish expensive and | think
governments are beginning to

think again about whether they
need to undertake some ol
thelr programmes.

.nancier David

lbaned Azerbaijan

‘worth

overnment has _

Clinton helped secure $ 3 lakh

LITTLE 'ROCK, Arkansas,
Mar 12: As Arkansas governor,
Bill Clinton helped secure a
300,000 dollars business loan
for one of his Whitewater part-
ners that she instead put into
her personal checking ac-
count, a federal prosecutor

said reports AP.
Susan McDougal had told fi-
ale that she

was going to use the m for

her real estate markéting

company, prosecutoy Ray Jahn

said in his opening statement

Monday. Hale later spoke with
Clinton at the Capitol about the

loan, Jahn said.

. Jahn alleged that .Mrs Mc- -
Dougal, her ex-husband, James

-

McDougal and Clinton's suc¢-

Governor Jifn Gu
Tucker, obtained nearly 3-mil-

lion dollars in illegal loans
from Hale in the mid-1980s.

CESSOT,

"It was the intention of the -

defendants to go in, obtain the
money, make their profits and
sneak the money back.,” Jahn
said. "This was nearly the per-
fect crime. Until David le
came forward in 1993,
crime was undiscovered.”

the

Neither Clinton nor first

‘lady Hillary Rodham Clinton is

charged in the case. .
Defense attorneys attacked
Halé's credibility and :‘urged
jurors not to believe him.\
"He wag a fraud from the
top of his head to the bottom
his feet.”
la W.H. "Bud
cker and M
accused of arrangin .
real estate at inflated prices to
funnel extra money into Hale's
Capital Management Services
.Inc., a Small Business Adminis-
tration-backed lender. McDou-
al faces 19 charges. Tucker
A1 and Mrs. McDougal eight.
Testimony was ex to
begin Tuesday, after Susan
McDougal's attorney Bobby
McDaniel gives his opening
slatemhent. d‘ G |
Jahn said e
the loans appeared proper, but
that because of plotting to
‘overvalue property and deter-
mining who would
the three broke the law, Jahn
gaid. :
"The fraud was in the lies
told and the truth concealed,"

! Sutton.
gals are
sales of

“claims’ "a bunch of
. sat

said Tucker's

ing about

et loans, -

'hitewater partner

Clinton has cﬂlud'_ﬂnie'q,
ton is E’:'reted to testify .
person, via videotape “ﬂryb?

ellite for the defense, prob-.
ably sometime in early April.

Before court convened

'Monday, McDougal said he de-:

clined an offer of immunity
from the %T;Emmeht. in ex-’
change for his testimony. Gav-
ernment lawyers mak-
ing the offer.

" Clinton. Hillary Rodham

Clinton and the McDouglas
. were partners. In the Whitewa-

‘ter land development In:
northern Arkansas. The Clin-
tons say they were only passive
investors. .

Opening statements were
given to a nine-woman, three--
man jury after US District
.Judge George Howard Jr. rein-
stated a black women he said
was improperly excluded by
the prosecution. ;

Clinton served as governor
of - Arkansas before being
elected US president in 1992

TRIPOLI, - Mar 12! Libya
threatened French firms with
retaliation and said it would
su¢ French Foreign Minister
Herve De Charette for sayin
Tripoli was a "problem" wit
regard to terrorism, state telé-
vision reported late yesterday.
according to AFP,-

The television quoted a

<Libyan parliamentary source as -

saying that representatives of

French companies operating in

Libya would be summoned and

warned that Tripoli would be

reconsidering a giant I'E'arﬁ pro-
S.

ject invelving French

The project, said to be
illions of dollars, could
be ned. the source said,
adding that "the French gov-

ernment should realise very

well that its economic inter- -

ests ‘in Libya were tied to its
political positions on the
Libyan Arab people and the
Arab nation.” : :
The unnamed scurce also
said the Libyan parliament, the
General People's Congress,
would bring a lawsuit against

the French government, and -

specifically against the French
fereign minister, for involving
the.name of Libya in so-called
lerrorism." :
De Charette said on French
television last Thursday that
Libya. Iraq and Iran were prob-
lem countries on the question
of terrorism. |
But he defended the Euro-
pean Union's policy of "critical
dia]ogu:' with such states,
criticising US demands that
theE should be isplated.’ .
U foreign ministers de-
cided Saturday to send delega-
tions to Libya. Iran and Syria to
ask them to condemn acts of
terrorism officially., ahead of
next Wednesday's summit in
E on the problem.
Charette sajd after the
meeting in Palermo, Sicily,
that Paris had pro a draft
European aration for the
summit. .which would again
s out Libya lor attack.

e declaration brands as
"unacceptable” statements b
Libyan leader Moamer Gadha
and the Libyan Jana news
agency justifying recent bomb
altacks by the Palestinian ex-

Sonali_Bank
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Libya threatens French firms|

tremist movement Hamas /in .

Israel as acts of self-defence.

It also criticises Iran, voices
support for Israeli Prime Min-
ister Shimon Peres, Pales-

tinian leader Yasser Arafat and.

King Hussein of Jordan, urges
stepped-up action by European
*countries against ferrorism,
and proposes additional aid-to
the budget of the Palestinian

authority. De Cha‘:.*ette said.

New home sales
in US up 4.2 pc

WASHINGTON, Mar 12:
Sales of new homes in the
United States defied predic-
tions and surged 4.2 cent
in January to 683,000 units,
the Commerce Department
reported Monday. in another
sign of recovering' US eco-
nomic ‘momentum.
AFP. :

- New home sales in Decem-
ber were up 0.5 per cent at
665,000 units. = , -

The consensus forecast
from Wall Street economists
had been for new home sales
io fall one

_cent in January.

Néw home sales in Novem-
ber were down a revised 1.6

per cent, compared with an
ol
For 1998 as "a whole,

initial estimate of a 2.1
cent fall.

664,000 new homes were
sold, down 0.9 per cent from
the 670,000 units sold in
1994. It was the smallest an-
nual total of home sales since
1992. , _ :
The government had been
forced to delay the release of
December and January data
because a federal shutdown
late last r brought on a
budget dispute between the
White House and A
Sales strengthened in al
regions of the country in .Jan-

uary except the northeast, the
Commerce De t said.
The pattern was reversed in
December, with sales down in
all regions except forea strong
rise in the northeast. «

Y

¢ _{ElqnuinTM'

-

reports -

r cent in Decem- -
ber and to decline by a 3.5 per .

~after losing 29,000 in
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Uneﬁlﬁloyment |
drops in US

WASHINGTON, Mar 12:
Unemployment in the United
States dropped to 5.5 per cent
of the work force in ,
from 5.8 per cent in January,
the Labour Department re-
ported here * fFriday . accord-

ing to AFP. J -
Analysts had predicted . a
February jobless rate of be-
tween 5.6 and 3.7 per cent. '
- The ment said hourly
earnings in February were
dow .1 per cent at 11.65
dollars following a 0.4
per cent in January, |
Manufnctuﬂ_ggom t
increase by 26, in
after a 75,000 fall in January.
Overall, non-farm employment
was up 705,000 over January,
when it.fell a revised IHEW
Katherine Abraham, Com- °
missioner of the Bureau of
Labour Statistics, said the
February report reflected a
"substantial gain in payroll fol-
lowing January's weather-re-
lated decline.”
Much of the gain was led by

- an increase in employment in-

business services and com- -
puter industries. | :
Combined with January, the
average monthly increase in
m or 1996 is 259,000, she
More than half the increase

in February was led by the
service- cing sectors, the ™
Labour Department said. "

Service-producing employ-
ment increased 552,000 after
falling 129,000 in January.

Government :mg?uymcnt-"
added 42,000 jobs in ebruitlg. i

E |
pr:g:]up? et the gnnd

oyment in A
producing sector increased by

153,000, after dropping
59,000 in Jahuary. ;o
Construction em t

rose 121.000 jobha after
l‘all:ng h?.mu. 5
n the separate household
the number of unem- '

.l‘l ¥

h::g ons fell by 322,000 ' -
fo m in Ty.
The civilian Labour ferce
added 115.000_!01:: to reach
133.02 milliog. 1 =l
ment rose. by 437,000 o
125.7 million. =

$806m Ma]ayéian'j_ -'
towers become -
~ tallest building

1h world 1
KUALA LUMPUR, Mailaysia,
Mar 12: The PETRONAS P
ers became the tallest building
in the world Monday. v
over from the sears wver in .
C , says AP. L
The idenfical towers.:
reached a h of ‘451.9 me- .
tres (1.482.61 feet) above
street level, 8.9 metres (29.19
feet): taller than the Sears
Tower, when installation of.
pinnacles on top was com-
pleted, said a Rlntcmmtwﬁm;
the builders, Kuala Lumpur
City Centre Litd. :
e first 73.5-metre-
(241.14-foot) pinnacle was
placed on PETRONAS Tower 2
on March 5 and the second on
Tower 1 Monday. the state-

ment said. :
. Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad te _out the tow-
ers on Feb. 13 at the 88th

story. the top level for

The stainless steel pinna-
cles will hold beacons to warn
away aircraft. They were de-
signed to allow window wash- .
ing equipment to clean the -
exterhal facade and cladding
above the 88th floor.

Costing 2 billion t
(80O nnlg‘un dollars) th:m-'-;
tical circular towers are owned
mainly the government's
National leum Corp. or

Mahathir said at the top-
ping-out ceremony that con-''

-struction of the 1.7 million '
square-meter (18.36 ﬂm
lquum-foull towers was a

since it often takes more than




