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' | SEOUL, Mar 12: Mongolia
'] and Kazakhstan are expected
to be added to the list of 12
countries from which South
Korea will recruit industrial
trainees. :

South Korea hires such
trainees mostly from low pay-
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for food talks with UN

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 12
The resumption ol /crucial oil
for food between Iraq and
the United Nations showed

But he said that the talks
had not reached afreement on
key issues such as the method
for distributing a portion of the

production costs which lIraq
wishes to claim. asked how far
apart the two sides were. on
agrecment over the main is-
sues? Anbari said "there is no

CF
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i third countries to ] some signs of progress but a humanitarian geods to the : :
I:ﬁp ease i(ts growing man- dispute on du{)ﬂhutlng basic Kurds in the rfhcl controlled wﬂ{-;i: IEE:F ua:?rffﬁ;em ary g | :
[:ower shortages for labour in- | necessities to Kurdish areas north of Iraq. The issue of the . .in points of contentio N o A TR . B A4 . TR e Bt

ensive, manual jobs. remained unresolved, reports Kurd distribution "is the back- reached. final approval an!':i J

Such trainees are in great ] Reuter. ' bone of the whole scheme.” deal must c:ﬂmr;-p from mlh1El |
need, and the Korean A second round of negotia-  said Anbari. Baghdad political ieadershi 5
Federation of Small Businesses | tions opened on Monday and Iraq has insisted that all of  which p,.,[:fimml has reiectig | PP SR i SRS S et
has come up with a plan to | May last 10 days on a UN offer the distribution go through UN plans for a Ifmil&i i H'al'
hire 20,000 more beginning in | allowing Iraq to sell up to two Baghdad while the Urlited Na- saying the infringed i “E'
j biljion dollars in oil over six tions has said the 130-150 sovereignt X g S| s A T W st S S e Y

.F‘ud:rntlnn officials said
their lehywtil:e expected to be
a government.

e 12 countries that cur-
rently send workers to South
Kérea are China, the Phili-

ines, Vietnam, Myanmar,

angladesh, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, Indonesia, Nepal, lran,
Thailand and Uzbekistan.

SYDNEY, Australia : National
Foods Ltd. said its juice and
fruit products subsidiary,
.Sunburst/Foods Ltd., has-en-
‘tered into a joint venture with
a subsidi of .the Charoen
Pokphand Group (CP) to mar-
ket its juice products in
Thailand

The joint venture will ini-

tially support Sunburst prod- : '
wil provide marketing and’ | Bangiadesh has cxpresscd  Taady\riguies and abou e enen gt Tou el genermuan " 7 7 P SR oty e men: | PrOject
et mport and export .| ench energy giant Total yes-  generation. standard ind - i
product development support ve concern over the devas- ) KUALA LUMPUR. Mar 12 : ; ustry price mea :
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mlnmtlliléﬂii support ﬁl{l}fﬂﬂn!. litical crisis, hartals and the pected to arrive at the port in ggﬂ 'lmwi“"ﬁl” here on March gﬂﬂpl a new lnﬂ*hﬂllinli’rl;ti'f.!ca; £L:“ﬂ:philrl'll!llI*lﬂw;lJ*l'ﬂl:;u;l«r* ntilr: g:rgt wrriﬂgﬁ':lg;::édt?t'garuﬁﬂ. tﬁidﬁnﬁc Euif?&un to 'ttfﬂl
In . onger term the joint | °ongoing indefinite non-coop- next few days | M e € country as a | 1.rmine prices of n | modity w i 1 ; | Hlove away ' ;
v:ntu‘t is tanm tﬂ esta H-Bh ﬂl‘aﬁﬂn ! : touris dtﬁ“”ﬂ“ﬂ", sa AP. p : atura ‘ﬂﬂ! a5 HEHEI‘EI }' Eﬂ“ﬂid‘ Irnm thﬂir ﬂ“"h] dﬂxﬂd ]Jl'h‘:l: Emm’ T\lﬂ!‘lﬂ tu tlr m
- sl Inal:lufnctnlfﬂng i, muntnﬂ-spezzgt:-:gm:ndngr the IHe sald in view of this criti- The South Afrlca}: Tosval :?uc lo increasing production ered tﬁc alternative to gas and formulas. i & Continental Railways (LCR)
y eign cal port congestioh situation Mirt 96 (SATH '96) is costs.and price volatility, re- Its prices have been very It depended on the buyers oup on a build operate

Thailand. _

CP is one of Thailand's
largest companies and one of
the largest agri-food compa-
nies in the world, with a

f;;:’.“u“el's Djunmre“am tlg_;n Eﬁ:iill::ll- tuati::mt hasl severely crippled charges by 100 per cent at a E‘;gﬁ"}gg} ‘; ﬁﬂ‘-‘i?;d‘”t‘i‘ t:_“g"f benchmark oil prices have Barbalat, whose company  requirés a single fuel reference | shareholders include Virgin
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trate its corporate foreign ex-
change 'in offices in Hong
Kong, Singapore 'and Tokyo,
the bank's country manager,
Terry Francis, said.
WELLINGTON, New Zealand-
: Jardine Fleming remains op-
timistic for Asian equity mar-

menths on a renewable basis to
buy food, medicines and other
humanitarian goods.

The first round of the talks,
from February 6 to 19, ended
inconelusively, | :

"As long as you are talking
you are making °‘some
p . said Abdul Amir Al
Anbari. leader of Iraq's delega-
tion and its cultural organisa-
tion.

million dollars of every one bil-
lion dollars of oil proceeds
earmarked for the Kurds
should be delivered directly to
them by UN agencics.

The aid agencies are cur-
rently delivering aid to Kurds

by bringing in supphes through

rkeg. :

Other unresolved jssues
have included methods of
payment for the goods and oil

The talis reopened against
a backdrop of a confrontation
between the United Nations
and Iraq on the broader issue
of disarrnament. with Iraq pre-
venting UN arms inspectors
from entering a site in the
country for the second time in
four days.

The disarmament process

is the key to lifting overall
sanctions on Iraq.

‘Political turmoil ruining
country's economy'

trade specially exports, says a
press release. ’

In a statement, the chair-
man of the council; Mr Ali, has
said the prevailing political si-

serious damage not only tp the
~reputation of our ports but also
to the image of our country
internationally. Chittagong Port
has been facing unprecedented
congestion situation with about
_80 ships at its outer anchorage

causing vessels inordinate
berthing delays -and higher
cost, all shipping lines hawve in
the aneantime, announced en-
hancement of congestion sur-

our ports in future if the port
functioning does not become
normal immediately. In that
case we will be totally isolated
from the world market with all
its implipation to .our econ-
omy.. he added.

—

S'Africa to
hold travel
mart in

poised
to becpme the largest single
travel industry show for South
Africa in the Assocjation ol
Southeast Asian Nations

Ten tour companies, offer-
ATIH tours not just within South
rica but to neighbouring Le-
sotho, Botswana. Namibia and
Zimbabwe, will also promote

| their packages,

| French co urges Asia to adopt new |UK awards High
gas price-fixing mechanism

——

Trucks leaded with perishable items seen-s

N

tranded at the inter-district tru

the Opposition sponsored indefinite non-cooperation movement. '

ck terminal in city yesterday,

ports AFP.

. Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)
prices in Asla are currently

negotiated based dn a formula
using crude qfl prices as the

Barbalat said.

"One of the copclusions that
can be derived from the latest
LNG price negotiations or
rencgotiations is that the logic
of crude pa;r}ilhv is reaching its
limits.” he told a regional con-

stable.
"We've heard of ofl price

shocks but there has never:

been a coal price shock.,” h
atlded. P r

dictability buf, as we have seen
in the past. the oil-based for-
mula to determine gas prices
was to the cmitranr,"ﬁ:é said.
AL present LNG is bein
sold for about 325 to 350 Ug
dollars per million British

whether

belleve

was being exhausted.

"Cheap gas ts running out in ./
Asia. S50 as demand increases
due .to stronger economic
growth, Asia will find more
expensive gas on offer." he

sald,

they
price predictability and stabil-
ity or price volatility,™ he said.

Large gz;s utilities in Asia
that

=

want better’

competition

The
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« under Thames River).

Continental Rallway Group will -
dulgn operate this -
4.0 Biilion US dollars system
under a concessjon agreement
| Jor 999 years. ;

The work on the project

* Speed Channel
“Funnel link

"basis at an estimated cost of
2.7 Billon Pounds Sterling
" (4.0 billion US dollars). says a
press release.

The London & Continental

b

kets despite its listed ‘i st ' T Ty : —— - - —— e - :
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; ;Hmm Egﬂﬂmf‘ ey UN saves $200,000 premden _ pmposes i are mlﬂ to run ’m‘"‘m‘f‘“ﬂ_m
cgion report 5.15 million | EEEEF & sl uNG— ; ' £ ' T 2 : ollow e successf
US doliaes (7268 S S ¢ a year by tightening | anvironment tax breaks f“““f;’“:'..%‘ and] cocrmiemion

. i Ing o anne nn

dollars) loss for the six months .
1 England and . France,

to Dec. 31, while the Asia

expenditures
GENEVA, Mar 12: The

.the C

Tunnel .Rail Link

HACKENSACK. New Jersey,. '

met 'in Hackensack with fami-

Pacific business reported a US | . :

1.74 million US dollars (2.28 cash-strapped United Nations |Mar 12: In a stinging denunci- _ lies of two American victims of ' | is amongst the largest trans-

million NZ dollars) loss. on Monday put an end to the [ ation of Republican clean-earth  Middle East bombings, portation projects in recent

- Charles Moore, chairman of free supply of pencils and pa- | policies, President Clinton ac- in his main address of the times and the bi project

two com .-said all Asian per for diplomats as part of an |cused Congress of engineering * day, Clinton called for a bipas- to date undertaken “the .
¢ffort to reduce the organisa- |an "anti-environmental cam-  tisan approach to environmen- British Governments vate

markets except Ja were

weak during the half year. -

Most however, had rallied
in .. arst months of 1996,
largely due to a reversal of in-
ternational investment flows
which- had exited the region
over the past 18 months.

NELSON, New Zealand :

Use of hormone growth pro-

only a mnatter of time before
human failure allowed car-

.........

_____
________

tion's deficit of billions ol dol-
lars. says AFP.

The weekly bulletin an-

nouncing coming meetings
warned delegates that from
- now on services in conference
rooms would be reduced to the

essential. |
Not nnl{ would pencils and
0

copies,” it said.
In total, savings on paper
-and pencils throughout the

paign” in concert with indus-
trial lobbyists, ts AP.
Making his lirst' election-
year address on the environ-
ment, Clinton proposed 2 bil-
lion dollars in tax breaks for
companies that clean up and
develop land contaminated b
toxic waste. And he promi
more vetoes for bills he thinks

Fighting a bad cold. Clinton
also traveled ,to neighbourin

in a highly

tal control — a point eéasily lost
san s
"It is incredible to me now

that the environment has. for-

the first time in a generation,
has become a'source of politi-
cal division," the president

"Congress has mounted the
most aggressive anti-environ-

Rﬂpuhlic;mﬁ argue that the

Oil pipeline

between Iraq,

 Turkey being
- repaired

strikes an oil-for-food deal

ifxﬂiﬁ, Eﬁﬁ}i 53111?1':;1- ?:: fﬁgﬁgjlﬂ i nper dhe provided. }would undermine the envi- mental campaign in our hisc | )

, Meat Produces Board . dhaant it Ut '-'-"ﬂl!}' ronment. . ; torv. And | am proud that we ZAKHO (Iraq), Mar 12: draqs
director Brent Rawstron said propasals ;hf:“}?tammg draft “When it comes to protect- - have stood against that.” | goverument eniployees are
mmay'. : : s ‘ il be 5 1C | !'chlllir? actlﬂn lng our air. our fﬂﬂd, our wa- Polls show CHHIIH'[ -I‘!lﬂk.ing B i Wﬂrking. round the tm to

"He said hormones were ot | [T - ool RNrs . W % 5 o L rooms.” - rculated in the |ter, I cannof sacrifice Amer- strides against Republicans by - repair an oil pipeline between
in line with New Zealand's i3 “As for. br | ica’s values or America's f-  portraying them as enemies of | [¢rthern Iraq and ., a
aTketing linage. of betns encs cim:*m% E-?qasdinln or refer- | ture.” Clinton told a crowd of the environment. Every word UN official said here y.
clean and green and it was ; Lridiv te €IS, dﬂ €gates are | § 000 at Fairleigh Dickinso and every photo here was de- reports AFP. - - |

- Y, Tequested to bring [ University on Monday. . signed to capftalize on that F II*ITI‘hE _pl!’iif_‘linl: :mlil{ Ec used
. * ~ lor Iraqi oil exports aghdad

casses containing hormones to
slip through the system and
place international markets

J_.

Redwan Ahmed (3rd-R), President, Bangladesh Garments Manufacturers and Expérters

world. inchuding at UN offices
In New York, Vienna and Gen-

New York City to be honoure
as Arish "America magazine's
“Irish American of the Year, "

Environmental Protection
Agency is a bulky bureaucracy
that overregulates. EPA money

wilh the United Nations.

Soime 55 workers from
Baghdad have béen at work for

under threat. T , eva, shoul ' R .
Helsq::: Bays Meat ﬁssuma_tmn (BGMEA), seen addressing an emergency meeting of the owners of garments :Inll'ars., a ﬁﬁ?ﬁ;ﬂiﬂgﬂ g E‘E PTESid_fl';ﬂt, ('-ivhu I_hn:ads ~ and rules can be trir:i"xmed four days servicing the
Producers' quality assurance industries at the Ball Room of Hotel Sonargaon yesterday. — Star photo said. oo (e i_z.{ypt c;n tiEaflay, 10 lan without hurtm&rthe environ- | pipeline in the Fesh boor
NS geE Vio Gl ot b anti-terrorism summit, also  ment. the Republicans say. ;gign n::lflt tnuhh: Ir hxrtg
| . rder. the -n-ﬂﬁa.l said,

although New Zealand had
opted to use the "lesser of the
evil HGPs" available on the in-
ternational market, the biggest
niche niarket, Europe, would
Lmt accept meat containing
ormones.
‘Carr said some of the best
h rates came from sys-
tems and breeds which did not
use hormones. This was ‘evi-
dent from results obtained in
the national export beef car-
cass competition. =~ - =,
KATHMANDU, N : The
23rd midterm board meetin
of International Federation o
Asian and Western Pacific
Contractors’ Association, heid
~here for two days, has decided
1o hold its 29th general con-
ference in Kathmandu in 1999,

Volatile prices spur coconut
~ 'farmers to diversify

Seared by volatile prices.
Asian coconut farmers are
taking a hard second look at
the' economics of pasturing
cattle between trees.

-"In some coconut-livestock

roduction systems, net return -

drom cattle may exceed 50 per
cent of total income, possibly
as high as 75 per cent." says
the Food and*Agriculture Or-

.only for domestic

by Juan L Mercado

"In some countries, particu-

larly in the South Pacific, co- -

conut products will not be a. vi-
able export, unless the return
to farm labour can:- be in-
creased.” the FAO study says.
Coconut then could "bg grown
urposes.”

e scramble for insurance

against coconut crashegs is.

most intense in Asia and the

tional grasses and legumes:
rice straw and bran; copra
cake: banana leaves: sugar

came, etc,

"What is likely to happen in
the future?” Dr ﬁ::,mnl s asks.
"And can we learn from the
experience: of livestock inte-
gration with other tree crops?”

The 31 specialists, who col-
laborated in the FAQO study,

pp—

Euro-slump only temporary,
- Say EU finance ministers

BRUSSELS. Mar 12: Euro-
eail Union linance ministers
yrushed aside recession fears
Monday by predicting their
sluggish economies will
bounce back later this year to
allow the EU to meet its 1999
deadline for launching a single
currency. reports AP. o

"My conviction is that there
will be an economic rebound."

bourg hits all the euro-targets.

The other 14 were already
finding delicit-slashing diffi-
cult when a chill gripped the
EU’'s two biggest economies —
Germany and France — at the
end of last year, making things
even harder.

The stagnating growth
nieans less tax revenue and
pressure to spend more o1
welfare

President Jacques Santer to
redirect some 2.2 billion dol-
lars in unused EU farm subsidy
funds toward public works and
other job-crgation projects.

instead. richer EUl natuons.
led by Germany and Britain.
said surplus monéy should to
be refunded to nations con-
tributiig to the EU budget.

- T —

asking not to be named.

: Ieyih{ajv: a lot ulf'
ment inclha 0i
to maintain t emglpciim

have been working 24 hours a
day.” he said. :

. They are staying in the bor-
der town of in northern:
Iraq, which has been under
Kurdish control in defiance of

- Baghdad since the end of the

199 leu Gl:llf War. .
rkey and Iraq signed a
memorandum of uﬁdmtand~
ing on Friday to reactivate the
pipeline in the "event of a re-
sumption of Ira&i oil sales.
Iraqi _and UN negotiators
are o meet in New York on
Monday to open a new round
of talks on implementing UN
resolution 986 allowing -

*  The’ meeting, that ended | ganization. - Pacific. Over 9.9 million  said br ; Eenn Muancs Mitustcs dean LRy sl sl | '
. tha ' . 9.9 eakthroughs “in the | aArthuis told report "M h The ministers endorsed a ; dad to sell :
Monday, also lzi%cidcd_tu orga- FAO's Regional Officer for hectares in region are planted medium term” could well be conviction is [hf :,r?;fﬂ cur}_r > ﬁ;’f%u-s annual economic TePort basing hopes of a sec- of oil up:: qﬁ:rﬁc?ﬂﬁgerdfm

nize similar conference in
Malaysia in 2000 and in

Asia and the Pacific has just
published what is pruhabélv the

to coconuts, ,
Case studies from 11 Asian

in: "the search for shade toler-
ant grasses and legumes for

rericy will be Iaunche

1.71999." e

" teport. presented to ministers

here, shows Germany's deficit

ond half 1996 recovery on ex-
panding world trade. low infla-

international control to raise
money for food and medicine. -

Yalcha Dinwol Kafki, gencral | date. ont Fasture-Catile:Cor  inio the FAG.stuiy. sios b, o, UNUeT Cxistng rte densl- | - Ministers nsisted current  expanding lo 3.6 per cent of  Uon. continued profiabily for | " *Uilaer he resolution. most
_ : : : : s . : - z et oomy data reflect I GDP last 3 th ' - uropcan companies, ex- 1 of th : -
secretary of the Contractor's | conut Systems. FAQ's Stephen ducing cattle into coconut If the search indeed comes fgempn};-nry s]uwduwnﬂnfgmﬂ 'er}mua:e F:?;I?GSHWE 5{5:’&5?; change rate stability and low ;ﬂnﬁs fr,r;d:hfw;lg“:: f;

Association of Nepal, which
hosted the regional meeting.
More than 100 participants

from 15 member countries

Reynolds is main author of the
Bﬁﬂﬁage study. .
"The fall in world copra

prices, specially

between -

plantations, under good man--

agement and improved pas-
tures. pays off — in some in-

up with these grasses, then

. the inore crucial hurdle re-
- mains: How to convince small

which the European economy
will soon recover.

There was no need. they

with record postwar unem-
ployment, :

interest rates, - ®

There was

some bright
news to bhack up their opti-

tween Kirkuk in northern Iraq
and Turkev s Mediterranean

otl terminal ol Cevhan'

!

. starices handsomely. farmers to integrate then into o — % — -' : :
l'iuﬁuk If;::dm the m:g?gqirzhnﬁ 31195[:%1??;5 E}:Iii::;ﬂjrsalt:gﬁi : Amon intercropping bene-.  their systems. Gaich: o Slow a8 <lFive tH i 13!}533; Efjﬁ’ ﬁ:ﬁ;ﬁ??f‘&ﬁﬁj ;I}? mism. Preliminary figures {rom } Inﬂ atnon in
AvatraMa Talmwanunlhtﬁ' Kon ST FAD Hestaal BB its cited are: increased in- - For the long pull, sclentists | hudget deficits and public e growth. But the fall is  jess Germany showed industrial ' .
India. Indonesia Sﬂl?:lhgl'{n g tative A2 M b d'llajmstnﬂ come from beef sales: Im- need to focus on: "the eco- | to the low levels set us condi-  than expected and leaves the ©11Put there grew 1.6 per cent | Uk - fa_“
Mala" a. New Z:Ealand N rea, tgldﬂ sy 31 ullah Khan proved recovery of nuis: better . nomics of spacing iree crops tions for nations hoping to budget pap B B ﬂ_' CF}” ol from .January from December | I'Ellne S
: o N = Nepal, i : use of .crop residues; release of more widely.” This would allow ' adopt the single currency —  GDP pe ' and was up 2.2 per cent from *

ew ‘Guinea The coconut's futdre in the  labour — and a sharp reduc- sunlight to spur growth of for- | the euro. g Overall. the El report re- January 1995, o 7‘4 pc ’ :

PhBipp '
ppines, Singapore. Sri
gap

m’il"hl' e and Japan.

e onal body had dis-

‘cused thoroughly over the pos-

aiblllticu“uf tclll
on in the cons -

fion Dliafarse '

Fedmtimi of Contractors was

nal
and {mprove the

21st century is also cloudy.

Genetically-engineered substi-

tutes have emerged. Senility
has sliced into output. Many
trees. 50 to 60 years old, have
not been replanted. -
Uptake of new technologies

| experience with hybrids.”

tion of economic risks that
over-dependence on a single
crop entalls,

‘Over 90 per cent of co-
conuts are grown: by small
farmers, . who are impover-
ished.” Khan points out.

and income."

age for livestock.

"« Land-short Asian countries,
that nced more food to sup-
port their growing popula-
tions, need to look at untilled

areas rnow under coconuts, says
Khan :

cent in 1990 — could slip to

"There is a pause in grn;arth.
but we expect recovery.” said

| Italiat Prime Minister Lam-

berto Dini. "There is no need
to change the policy mix." Dint
also- serves as Italy's finance

- . ;
In order to qualify [lor

vised its 1996 growth forecast
downwards to helow 2 per
cent because of anemic early
figures. - _

Dini blamed the slowdown
on a lack of confidence by con-

Dini dismissed fears that
condinued high interest rates
in the the Linited States would
atlect European reconery.
see no direct impact on rates
in European markets.” he said.

want to joun Union by the end

KIEV. Ukraine. Mar 12: In- .

flation in Ukraine fell to 7.4
per cent a month in February.
down from 9 4 in January but
still well above government-set
targets. the Statistics Ministry
said Monday.

s AP.
The Intrrnnt[():tml Monetary

" with Ukraine. aimed at bring-

mﬂt;ufm techno in the | from all"llaglh- :lding Eﬂtﬂ;l:{; "Forage cultivation and cattle "If present trends persist, minister and chaired the day sumers and investors. He said The EU ministers also met
The tury Hﬂln.tmernailunjgl dwarf . ﬁuulhmnf Imfé rﬂiaing.h L;Rdlir- tcnmnuts. in- the region's self-sufficiency in ! long mecting. that could be countered by a . counterparts from nine East- Fund is working out a 1.5 bil-
! notes, "bec rmer  crease both their food Bupp]yl meat — estimated"at 74 per 1 concerted effort by EU gov- ern European nations who *| lion dollars loan agreement
i

ernments to cut unemploy:

established in 1956 and has its |'  Monocropping no longer FAO notes that liv 5
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