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Equations!!
. Sajid Rizwan Matin is confused to see
the distortion of war history
| of Bangladesh

HERE is 4

which 5:31 "After

you've heard two'eye-
witness accounts of an auto
accident it makes you wonder
about "history.” Very true in-
deed, because the two wit-
- nesses would recount two dif-
. ferent stories. each of them
narrating it with their own
theories and colouring it with
their imﬂgﬁ Elnnd thus
misleading t . S0, doesn't
it make one dubious about the

" deacw of such a
minor account an accident
is in this way, then
the of the historians
are most likely to arouse sus-
w tions, which in our
coun is ‘horrifyingly ob-

in. the minds of the
served. The facts ol our glori-

ous Liberation War are also -

been ambushed and the politi-

cal are trying to mould
mmlmmmm-

| ﬂmmim

leaders. who are luckily not
alive at present. : -
But the political parties
hopelessly continue their ar-
gument over such facts and
some of them even deny the
truth.: They seem to be |
back all the time trying to pre-
sent les that can cast a
bad name on other It
"'has been 25 years of our inde-
pendence but still the people,
mostly the war-time genera-
tion, are divided on the ground
:{lrdhctl. But no matter how

., the truth can
mm

h I"ought against

Banglades
m be free from their
clutches. and India
came to our help. Inside

s e
and lots of :

the

people our indepen-

dence still exist i
| Thove who. were

for the iﬁdépendmt';e of
Bangladesh contribu from
their places with their éx-
treme capability and nobody’'s

- The Wayfarers _'

- of Darkness .

- Who will rescue the young -
generation from the vast ocean of
| frl:lstratiﬁn,; asks Rumana Parveen

E the teenagers are
standing between Lhe
carefree, unconcern-
. of childhood and the

' fhou;h unfortunate. it's
true that moral ethnics are
* gradually vanishing from the
preseni-day society. They are

: : presen

ation has become bewildered
deviated. The helmsmen
he society. do net bring

forward mum
wu can be followed

fmdu:. mvl-l:ﬂnn ul‘;t.hh
ideals in every step is pro-
creating a gener-
ation. .

Ifth:‘u the
when it was the time t.fﬂ-
quire and to attain
humanity of syl-

nistra-

I-hu.m.lmll:iinadnu
oppu-tm' mf;or s
u ting educa-
unn.nurrupuonﬁlcknl’m
and moreover terror-
ism at the educational insti-
tutes have annihilated the
morals of . S0 we are

opting to acquire only certifi- *

cates as the ideal of
Incidentally comes the
topic of prolessional life.
irresponsibility. corruption,
misuse of power, ncmu:n and
so on eclipsed all the profes-
sions. The social surrou
are discussion. Moral
degradation, selfishness, mal-
'ice dnd ‘envy, dispute and
quarrel, gradually-increasing
crime, extreme decline of law
and order, extinction of ju:':I
tice., deception, lerrorism ai
rule of 'ﬁ'l:i‘hl-ll-ﬂ?’lt" have
turned the lncﬁ%lye ncompe-
tent for living. ideals of
‘thjs' society is to live and kill.
to sink in your own thoughts
and to make your own material
gain.
is
mit al crimes and drug
addictions. Our generation is
frustrated. because we cannot

- tremist

- tions

. @ of the society

have any destination of our life

rticipation was less impor-
mt ﬂf:n the others. That is
the fact and that is how we
should judge the war-time
leaders.
But mnﬂlﬂlymuur pullumcﬂcal
parties t argu over
matters, whereas should
have been doing positive works

towards our on.. and
all these have resulted in a

deep frustration among the

newer generation. _
-They have lost all their

hopes of any major break-

through in our economic
t. Their tion of an
revolu have been

trampled under the naked
Frecdp of our national patriotic
eaders. Political ' leaders
should have been more coop-
erative, they ought to lead the
country to an emerging tiger
status. But they vainly came up
with some peculiar accusation
al]l the time trying to prove
how worthless their rival par-
ties. could be, and never looked
back on their own flaws, let
alone confessing or saying

'30;3 Bangla', 'Bangladesh
Zindabad'. and 'Hﬁac Takhdir'
clearly point out the partition
between three ps of ex-
liticians.

cance can amount to an
endiess qu which is actu-
ally meaningless and a dissipa-
tion of time.

Ex- Ziaur Rahman
(who, killed by a mili-
h:{:uu' . 1s called a shaheed

by

su ) is the
leader from Awami
followers' point of view.
to BNP. Sheikh Mujibur

worst
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is such a soclety where
the value of honesty is dis-
carded everywhere. We see
that the lessons of morality we
learnt in educational institu-
have no connection with
reality .
Being
inent history

successors of an em-
. tradition and
culture we ld have a great
p t .and specimen ol our
own, but we don 't have any. We
don't know which way we
should head. Whe1 the direc-
tion is unknown. the verv exis-
tence of the pﬂ't:_l is f'ml'::.;liuld
no l can reac by
vﬂm llﬂﬂﬁ.léhﬂt path. How
will, we get 1

trace of true
and a

life?

Being perplexed, we, the
thissty of light. are turning
into the waylarers of darkness.
We are adopting those ideals

and ethies as the provender of

g ¥ .,
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Rahman js the most awful
ruler. Nobody gets any credit
from the oEpcmr.ntl. no matter
how much th have con-
tributed in our Li War.
- Jamaat-e-Islami, the ortho-
dox, pro-Islamic fanatic pirl{
supported Pakistanis in 1971,

moreover they have helped

them to slaughter three mil-

lion Bangladeshis (or should 1
write Bangalis? Both of them
resemble the countrymen of
Bangladesh and mean the same

to me) — that Is an indelible
fact. -
But are Jamaatis repentant

for that or have they ever ad-
mitted their guilt? On the con-
trary. they are now attackin
the memorials of the war an
trying to demolish all the
records. They now dominate a

major part of the villagers and

most of the mosques and the
madrasas. What will happen if
they somehow become the rul-
ing party? Will they leave any
records of the past uncor-
rupted, whereas t have al-
ready started to destroy them?

Now all the political parties

~need to end their disputes

over the past, they shou
up the habit of manipulating
history and forget all the con-

_ troversies thereof,

They should be launching
programmes that will guide to
our betterment. It has been
quite a long time; Bangladesh
must come out of the poverty
and under-development image.
In order to do that, the main-

stream political parties must
create a atmosphere
and must uproot every anti-

Bangladesh beliefs.
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B A R ¢ ok " :
* Rescue us

our way of lile that are de-

scending and even inimical to
irue ideals of humanity. We are
walking along a blind lane that
has no destination, Very soon,
we woutld sink being pushed by

the granite wall of infinite vac-
LnT

Who will yescue us from
this vast ocean of frustration
and bewllderness? And real
life, we become disniayed and
dejected about future life. 1t
seems that truth, "honesty and
morality have no existence in
reality. They are found only in
books. We talk about them but
never practise them or feel
their presence. When moral
elhics are proved futile in so-
cial and national life : how can
we practice them in our life?
Nothing can be more unfortu-
ndle than Jiving in such a soci-
ety as ours

FOCUS

CES ... Young People Speak
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Here are two students' reacti

m
Samik Barua
Architecture Department. BUET

WHAT is a farmer thinking

right now as everything is-

shut-down including the dis-
tribution of fertiliser? What
will he do with all the high-
priced fertiliser if the growing
season passes away? Today in
this time of political unrest the
higher middle class and the
exireme upper class might
stock food in their refrigera-
tors, but who. knows, they
might also be affected by this
wind tomorrow. It is not the
farmer alone who is suffering,
the whole country seem to be
disintegrated with economic
failure and bankruptcy.

The present political situa-
tion has not grown overnight,
it is the result of about two
years of political dilemma
which mainly happened be-
cause of the dishonour and
disrespect to each other's
ion. In the t. we saw

intellectuals always
thought of the people's wel-
fare, but they are also divided
now, gi one-cyed opinion
in favour of their own political
It cannot resolve the political
unrest throughout the country
causing lots of bloodshed and
woes to the people. The 15th

election and so-called
re s are only the out-
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on when they were asked to write about their opinion on

the recent political crisis.

: o

come of the series of mockery
and lies that have been going
on for about two years. Unless
we resolve them. Bangladesh
will be in serious trouble, left
behind in the race of the na-

" tions worldwide. -

We have mixed up truth
with ltes, what's happening
and what should be h :
We are sick and tire
and are waiting

of lies

hear bombs ang crackers blast-
ing on the stréets, people dy-
ing with bullet-wounders and
all anxious about the Miture.
Would our springtime pass

~away only with the memories

of slecpless agony of nighis,
neavy with 1he smell of explo-

. Sives”?
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Néandini Saha Chowdhury
Holy Cross College.
I st Year

litics has
changed the actual definition
of democracy. In our country.
democracy is not the govern-
ment by the Emplc. or the
Feople or of the people. Here
he ttr:::d;pcop]c' is replaced
-E =

th neekix:i politicians

is causing inter-col-

lision them at this mo-
ment. In the current situation,

the present ruling is act-
l.tg to protect the tution
whereas the " opposition is

stubborn on their demand of

_‘caretaker government' as well

for the truth to
come out and triumph. We still

as for the downfall of the pre-
sent government. They are
taking actions like hartals.
sirikes. non-cooperation
movements and pushing our
economy to a path of great
misery. | am very confused
about their actions. Because if

they are so sure of the effects

of these actions, why haven't
they taken this sort of pro-

- gramme to check the terror-
ism in the educational institu-

tions which costs so many
valuable lives? The people of
the country would surelv feel
more relleved it terrerism can
e stopped than having the
CATeELEl cOvernmens.

o Morcover, about €0 per
cent of wur aolers are politi-
caily wnorani. They cast their
vole 11 exchange of money or
vbeyirig the "orders of their

- emwplovers. Caretaker governg

ment will not be able to make
up for the lack of palitical ed-
ucation -among the rural peo-
ple. Again. this olitical

movemernt is giving chance to -

the autocrats and fundamental-
isls to re-establish in our na-
tional politics. Even Awami

“League which has fought

against them just a while ago,
accepled them as companions.
These will cause great harm
not only (o our socio-economic
structure but also to our future
politics. On the other hand,

. the obstinate -attitude of the

ruling party not to agree with
the opposition is creating a
terrible crisis. :

In a democratic country,
every conscious adult has
right to elect an eligible and

iable ruler for the country.
But now as almost all the
politicians are for sell-
interest rather than the wel-
fare of the country, we are
facing a problem not to .find
such individuals. [ believe that
a national leader needs to be
well-educated.. honest, self-
confident. and

to make sacrifice for the wel-

fare of the people. He/she

' must have the power and pru-

dence to take. the right deci-’

sion in time which in our
country is very rare.

In this context, I remember

a true incident that took place

gﬂcc

"in former Soviet Union.-

there was a great famine in a
part of Russia, Because the
railway labourers were in a
strike, food supply to that area
was not possible. There was no
time to discuss and meet their
demands. The then honourable
ruler of Russian Union asked
the labourers to call off the
strike. The starving people had
gol the first priority of Lenin.
Then, Lenin. who was one of
the greatesi leaders of working

- neople ‘of 21! times ordered to

anply foree lo prevent the
workers from creating obsta-
cles to food movement. That
irmmediate . decision saved
many lives. 1 am sure that the
person who will rule the na-
tion strictly in this way to
benefil the majority will be the
right kind of leader for us. Un-
til and unless we get such a
self-less and brave leader, we

can't ask for a better tomor-

row.

If 1 were a leader today. I
wouldn’t drag the problem to
this stage. 1 would eradicate it
at the first stage. 1 would
surely admit the need for a
carelaker government and
thank the nc:fpnsittnn to realise
its value and make me aware of.

- ‘this. On the contrary, if [ were

one.of the opposition, I would

try my best to make others

realise the necessity of care-
taker government. Our politics
is too much city-based. | would
have change that. If the people
are aware of its necessity they
would certainly gain their de-
mand at any cost as it hap-
pened in 1971. The politicians
must realise that people have
elected them to work for the
people’'s betterment, not to
dest it as, they are doing

- HW-lgq our politicians have no

other measures to take but to.
see the dtsaster and accuse

- one another for causing it?

Judging the Age-worn and Deflective

N Bumdah the system
I of pu examination is
age-worn and defective.
The result is that our standard

" of education is on the decline.

The situation is at present so
miserable that in many cases
foreign countries don't
recognise degree/diploma
ed by our universities

and boards.

Even within the country it-
self. four education boards set
different types of questions for
the same examinations. Here,
again, the students under dif-
ferent boards do not enjoy
equal treatment and this puts
them In an adverse situatior in
admission tests taken by dif-
{erent boards and universities.

That's why many people
thirik that it's not a fair system
to judge the merit ol the stu-
dents of all boards Al.ptl the
percentage of successful exam-
inces vary in different boards
and universities creating dis-
appointment and discontent
among them in as far as their
choice of colleges and varsities
for higher studies is con-
cerned.

To sWiminate this discrimi-
nation, the government has
recently decided 1o set same
juestion papers for H. S, C.
examm (from 1996) for al the
boards of the country.

The government has also

decided to discour specula-
tion in ation lor the ex-
Aams, consists in selec-
tive read and thereby re-

straining the students from

a true and real founda-
tion of knowledge. To this end
in view repetition of previous
year's questions has been fore-
cast and emphasis has been
put on broad reading.

But the introduction of this

new method of test- has
created I{:ar and Wﬂ;}:ﬂ:ﬂ
a t cexaminees this
%l‘ anguish has been
manifested recently in resort-
ing to violent activities. Most of
them are of the opinion that
the sudden introduction of su-
perficial change will result into
more failures in the examina-
tiohi which will ultimately
bring about national loss and

squeezing opportunities for
higher education.

To investigate the outcome
of these decisions among the
students the "Voices” team has
conducted a s among 400
students of 20 different col-

leges. _

The first question was to
find oaut wether the decision of
unifytng questioirss of the HSC
examination of all boards -
right -or wrong?

Forty point nine per cefi
voted positively and welcomed

the introduction of the new
system spontancously, 59,1

per cent were not convinced
with the idea of it.

The second question was
about its timing 15.9 per cent
agreed that this systemn should
be applied [rom this very year
of 1996, Others (84.1 per
cent)] demanded that tﬁ:}'
needed. more time to get pre-
pared psychologicall and

ractic for a radibalythangr
ike this. it just cannot be
adopted overnight. They ex-
claimed "why us? Why should
we be the

Thirdly. we asked the cancdi-
dates of HSC '96 about their
coming exam and its prevuara-
tion. 43.18 per cent are confi-
dent to finish their required
preparation i dne thine. Faor
the remaininge 56 B2 per cemnt

students s a harruiian lask
and they ate atrind they mught
1ot accormphsn their desired
preparation within due time,

When it came to the ques-
tion of standard, 34 per cent
predicted the standard would
raise. 34 per cent conveyed
their feelings that it would be
the same as bhefore 32 per cent
[ears it may get worse.

The most vulnerable point
on which the whole career of a
student depends, is the admis
sion test which determines
his/her future prolession and
the life ahead of him/her. At
this point, 70.4 r cent
unanimously deman to have
a separate admission test dis-
regarding their numbers
achieved in the HSC.

From this survey. it is evi-
dent that most of the students
realise the iiecessity ol this
more competitive and better
education system. The state
and souring old system ﬁl'oll'll
for a change. But this c lrm
should not occur radically,
gutdh?“'hm to be well aware

changes in proper ti
so that they can Umn:
selves accordingly. The au-
thorities need to undergo de-
tail discussions and proper
lannings about correct educa-
jon system instead of jumping

and switching from one system

to another every year and
turning the students into

ginipigs for their experiments.

However, the resent
Education Secretary has as-
sured that the HSC Batch+*'96
won't face any inconvenient si-
tuation in their exam.
We surely hope sol We also
wish all the candidates very
‘hest of their hick!

Samina Husain and
Tubaishi Rubab Matin

scapegoats?” -

# The question for all the five boards.

e i
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the SSC in 1994

lec
mittee members of Dhaka

Ba (
Muntahi

| in this executive committee.

In a press release issued
| president Shamsul Kabir a
congratulated the new body of

a picnic on 7th of this month.
|

The students of University )
organised a re-union party
rant on 7th of this month. Almost all the students of the batch
attended the re-unijon and they had a lot of fun there.

New Executive Body in DCDC
On the Ist March the 2nd executive committee of Dhaka

Debating Club handed over the power
executive members of DCDC. The new executive-com-

Laboratory

Ahmed 'All (president), Anik (
lll:l‘tlllz lnmblnll. Noman (asst. secretary general),
pu

ication secretary). Riad (organising sec-
), Pulin [tmmmqtmalmﬂm:;ﬁwmgnbu‘l

Bangladesh Debate Federation,
ncﬂzcr:tlry general Imran Khan

We are in Picnic

Mihnugh wintar s over. some peop
The students of Class XII of Vigarunnisa Noon

SSC Exam and World Cup .

The education board of Bangladesh has announced the S8C
exatninations routine. This exam will start from 28th of this
month. So the candidates of different schools are passing a very
hard time because the exam is at doorstep, they can't enjoy the
Wills Warld Cup. Good luck. candidates.
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It's a Party Time

School who passed

in a local restau-

to the newly-se-

Debating Club are Mustafa
-president). Tanvir Ahmed

ing to picnic.
went for
ey had a lot of fun ‘

le are

e
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