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Voices
Hopeless equations!
Judging the age-worn
and deflective; and
College Corridor
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| “International

China's top priority to
_head off Taiwan's
independence move

‘Summit of peace-

makers' will try to

restart ME peace
Page 8

Business

lraqmpr_ugreumoﬂ
hﬁmdtalkamthlm
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The Left Dunncrlﬂl': Frﬁnl

mwd a z[lily :junlndd
autonomy radio an

nd stoppage of ha-

rassment to the journalists to
mﬁummﬂuhﬂdﬂ-

sald aptonomy of radio and

* with

hhlhhnm
was held

F,‘mkl'-nalil,'l*.lwlur:l Cross-

" Sec 144 in Muladi
- thana HQs
. | BARISAL, Mar 12 Local
administration

~“Section 144 in M thana
headquarters to avert further
clash between BNP and
| mﬂtmﬂ activists. The au-
; ties ‘d the restric-
‘tien in the area following

- ‘Monday's clash between the ri-
~“wal activisis that left 40 people

 injured. MW
activists in Pa district
hutled crude bombs at the
DC’s office and
thana engineer office in the
dnoming, reports UNB.

. todeath
- BARISAIL., Mar 12: One Nu--
e-Alam. 14, was choked to
death when a kot fish which he
‘caught by teeth entered his
throat. Alam, a studmt of Class
Ten. was reportedly fishing at

‘a pond at Ati aundchaﬂr-
pur thana of the district when

the accident occurred. He was |

immediately taken to the hos-
pital where the attendin
physicians declared him dead,

reports BSS,

in Kishoreganj
. KISHORZGANJ, Mar i2: A
six-hour hartal was observed

peacefully in the town today m |

protest against the killing of a
ro-Awami League Chhatra
ue worker. er BCL ac-
tivists recetved bullet injury in
a clagsh with BDR during re-
polling 'n Xishoreganj-3 con-
stituenicy onn March 7. Of them,
Sis ajul [slam Siraj died on the
fhusinng ey iepunts UNE.

!
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former chiel justices of

the Supreme Court, Habibur

Rahman and Badrul Haider

Chowdhury. met President

bdur Rahman Biswas at the

agabhaban yesterday at the
latter's invitation.

Former chief justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed who also
received an invitation, however
could not respond as family
sources said that he was un-
well,

It was Iearnl that the
President discussed with the
- two former chief justices the
"constitutional position and le-

1 gal modalities for the forma-

tion of a caretaker govern-

ment.”
During their nearly three-

hour meeung wifh the Presi-

| dent the two former chiel
justice also put ferward their

views and suggestions on how

to resolve the present political

crisis. .
Talking to The Daily- Star,
{' Justice Habibur Rahman said

that he would«not like to di-

vulge the contents of his dis-
| cussions and added,

"l have

from the

taken a word

By Staff Correspondent

President that neither he nor |
will I‘t‘\i'EEII the contents of the
meeting.”
When
head an advisory council as the’
finmediate Paul chief lluutit:t
he replied: "1 haye retired on
May 1. [ am an ordinary citizen
Iik.f: you, At this moment | will
not reply to this question.
Justice Badrul Halder
Chowdhury told The Daily Star
that he had extensive discus-

sions with the President about .

the legal aspects and
modali

govern ment.

possible

President's letters

to party chiefs

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday seént leliérs
to the chiefs of different polit-
tcal parties and ps repre-
sented in the Parliament
requesting - them to communi-
cate immediately their views
on the modalities and possible
‘steps for formation of a neutral

caretaker government, reports

asked if he would .

ities of the car:takcr §

caretaker govt

Asked 1if the legality of the
February 15- polls was dis-
cussed during the meetin
Justice Chowdhury replied.
"We refused to discuss about
the February 15 issue.”

He said the visit to
Bangabhaban as a cou call
and termed the talks with the

President as "academic dis-
cussions.”

UNB adds. Awami League
Presidium member Amir
Hossain Amu yesterday met
President Biswas at Banga-
bhaWan and discussed matters
relating to the formation of a
neutral non-party caretaker
government.

- 'Durlrg the parl Amu reaf-

firmed positiun s demand
for scrapping the Februgry 15
"larcical” elections, resignation
of Prime Minister egum
Khaleda Zia and fresh voting
under a neutral caretaker gov-
ernment. .

Amu again rtqueated the

* President to exercise his con-

stitutional power to constitute
a neutral caretaker govern-
ment for immediately holding
iresh Parliament elections.

- Kenya
' matches.

Prnmmant citizens held a ‘hlll

at th[' I."L-nlrﬂl qhuhe&d Mmar yesterday demnndm

eanmlhhm of the February 15 polll and revignation of Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia.

ﬁ-—-Sturphntu

Sn Lanka face Ind1a

KARACHI. Mar 12° Sri
Lanka today lace nm' liust hur-
dle before lea into

. cricket’'s Hall of am: when
they meet boring India in
! the first \W Cup semifinal

in Calcutta. reports AP.

C Arfuna Ranatunga's
lnng—chcruhed dream is 1o
make Sri Lanka the best team
by year 2000 and he feels win-
ning the semifina] against
India will be good as winning
the cup itself.

"Our initial goal was to
reach the semifinal.”" Ranatu-
nga said. “"We've done that.”

5ri Lanka lvad managed just
four wins in 26 World Cup out-
ings prior to the current
series. Baut it has managed to

‘Sadar }.double its record with wins

over Zimbabwe, India and
in qualifying round
The squad thrashed
England in iis quarterfinal.

Sri Lanka's batting has revo-"
L lutionised one-day cricket and

there have been calls for
:hangen to the rules to protect

the fielding side.

Sri Lanka's success |Is
thariks to its openers, particu-
larly left-hander anath

Jayasuriya, who has amassed
158 runs off just ] 58 balls.
Jayasuriya, 27, has shred-
ded opposition bowlers
throughout the tournament. He
smashed 79 to setup a great
Srli Lankan win over India in
New Delht and hit a 44-ball 82

against England in the quar-
terfinal,

BTV will show the match
live from
1500 (BST)

Sull, Sri Lanka will be up
against a rel’uvcnnttd Indian
side who will appear in their
third World Cup semifinal.

In:1983 ia. led by Kapil
Dev. went on to win the Cup
but in 1987 they lost to

%ﬁm' Gardens in Calcutta is

a happy hunting ground for
skipper Mohammad Azahru-
ddin. who is yet 1o lose a one-
day under Iyls captaincy at
lndia.n cricket's top venue.

See also pages 10,11

 lus skills were not pro

M w.ndad retires

KARACHI. Mar 12: Batsman®
Javed Miandad today an-
nounced his retirement from
international cricket. claiming
perly
utilized dunng the World Cup.
reports AP. |

“They could have used me
better.” he told reporters. “I
was pushed down the buiung
order and lorced 1o bat a
number six instead ol sending
me in at number three or
four.” Miandad said,

Miandad. 38, said he
should have been asked to lead
Pakistan against India rather
putting all the pressure on an
incxperienced player like

See Page 12 Col 2
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" law enforci

programme
. relaxed

By Staff Correspondent

The Opposition political
pgﬂiﬁmﬁdniv announced
- partial relaxation in their

mngvgmmme
lhroug separate press re-

' The non-coopera mov-
ement lnunched from Sa-
turt:'l EL_ nwever, con-

indefinite period

, t:lll theo mtim demands

wi[lmmam

npmﬁ:rtwnhmmﬁmzpm.

to 4 pm, shops for six hours
trom 4 pm to ll} Private
export-oriented industries,
articularly the garments
are allowed to oper-
ate for 18 hnura, from 4 to
5 am, from today unt
ther announcement accord-
ingto Oppo

The AL
however, a
flags would be hoisted at
shops to show to the
mnrtyrs uf the current
italn ambulances,
e uimpu, kutcha

E

ress release,

E

medic
conser-

nmd uh
carry-

ew:man nnd -
ing nanli newsg;h

vices like water, “ﬂﬁ“ nnd_

Hasma urges BDR
‘police not to
obey orders of
'1llegal govt'

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina urged the
. inchud-

ing BDR
government officials and em-

plovees "not to obey the orders

of the iHegal government”. re-

ports UNB.
“If an becom:s vic-
timised for disobeying the
'} order of this illegal govérn-

4

ment, the ople's vern-
weni in l'utE::pwﬂl . 1-

& for 1L, a ﬂ ﬂ“n
3 Emmm cancellation of

the Febru 15 eélection.
Hasina said if a parliament of
‘'vote-thieves' gefs legitimacy.

chances of free and fair elec-

tion in future will be bleak. "

' In that case. rl
t {lons even

t

g in elec-
un a neutral
non-party gnvcmmcnt will not
sl

She said if it is ensured that
one cannot be a member of
parliament by stealing votes.

. noiw will feel encouraged to

i i ] i T

" ruling party

f

I

L

]

| spective

EC withholds repolling in
10 constituencies

L -

The Election Commiuinn
(EC) has withheld repolli
all the 10 remaining par m
mentary constituencies for an
indefinite period as the re-
returning officers
have expressed their inability
to hold repolling in view of the
present ‘violent situation' ac-
cording to an EC official.

District Commissioners
(DCs) from Rangpur, Sirajganj.
Shariatpur. Gopalganj Co-
milla have fnfnrn'led the Chief
Election Corhmissioner (CEC)
that it was not "congenial” to
hold the repolling in many of
the centres at different
COnNsti uel 1w ies.

By Staff Correspondent

Quoting the faxed letter of
the Rangpur DC. the EC official
saic “"people were resisting any
activity regarding repolling in
the six constituencies under
the district therefpre it was
not congenial to hold any re-
polling”.

Chief Election Commissio-
ner Justice AKM Sadeque told
this correspondent yesterday
that once the situation got
better the EC would conduct
repolling in those constitu-
enicies

Repolling cowld not be held
in 3777 centres of B4 con-
stiuencies on February 15 due
te ngging. violence, absence of

A

polling officers and other
complications.

The EC had finished re-
polling at all these constituen-
cles except ten —six con-
stituencies in Rangpur, nm:
;u!:utlstuenry each in gir

ariatpur. Gopalgan Iﬂd
mhw paiganj

The EC oﬂk:lnl said that the
results of at least three con-
stituencies two under
lehiﬂuf district and one un-
der daripur. were kept
pending as hurln;u woul r.i
take place at the EC on March
17, following complaints filed
by a candidate.

L |

mising about the February

do =0 in future. And this would
allow the electorates 10 cast

See Page 12 Col 3

BNP call to
withdraw

programme

By Staff Correspondent
The ruling BNP has once

again urged the mnljur 0

tion parties to call off their

non-coeperation programme
against the backdrop of a dia-
logue. initiated ., by - the

President. to resolve the polit
ical imﬂe

Al t n:gular ess briefing
yesterday ev:mnﬁ lhe BNP of-

lice secretary Nazrul Islam
Khan said, "We urge the oppo-
sition parties to withdraw

their programme as we ho
the President's initiative (or
resolving the crisis through
dialogue will succeed.”

Asked how he was opti-
mistic for a solution as both
the ruling and the opposition
parties appeargd uhcompro-
19
polls. he said. "We hope the
Opposition will change their

~, stance after their main de-
mand for a caretaker govern-

ment was accepted and the
ave concessions
to them one alter another.”
Nazrul Islam Khan spoke to
the newsmen in the absence of
the BNP joint secretary gen-
eral and Food and Agriculture
Minister Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan. currently the party's

See Page 12 col 7

Gasoline supply
insufficient
In City
Star Report

There was insufficient sup-
ply of gasoline in Lhe city on
the fourth day of the non-co-
operation movement yesterday.

Some attendants at the

roadside {illing stations at Air-
rt road, Mohakhali, Mirpur,
ayedabad, Shyamoli and
Dhanmondi said, they them-

selves did not have the supply.
While others said the owners

did not take the risk of keep- °

Jng the petrol pumps open due
io the programme of the oppo-
sition parties.

In one filing station near
the Rajarbagh police lines. a
| large number of buses were
' seen walting for fuel. Accord-
ing to some drivers all these
buses plying on city routes
were being provided with 20

See Page 12 Col 2
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s tell The Daily Star

Presidential ordn can
help resolve Crisis’

Three leading lawyers said
that the President could pro-
mulgate an ordinance, for set-
ling up a non-party govern-
ment to hold elections with a
view to resolving the lingering
political crisis.

The: Daily Star yesterday
talked to thrr:c legal expert
former Attorney General Bar-
rister Rafiqul Haq. Bar Council
Executive Committee Chair-

Ruﬁqul Hug

§ =—

By R'M Tltumlr

' man Amirul Islam. and a pub-

lic-interest lawyer Barrister
Lutfor Rahman Shahjahan — to
find a legal way out of the per-
sisting political impasse.
Barrister Raliqul Haq said;
“In the present situation, con-
sidering the gravity of the cri-
sts, it-is advisable for both the

parties to agree to an ordi-- ‘

nance promulgated under Ar-

I_irsle 93 read with Article 48 of

Rirsil LSl

Opposmon sits today

- to finalise outline

of caretaker govt

' Bv Staff Cnrrespondent

The Opposition pnlilic'll
rties will discuss the possi-
le composition of the

posed caretaker govermrment
u-

today. according to some
nior Qpposlunn eaders.

e Opposition parties in-
it X Do g

crived separate leiters ‘from
the President requesting them
to send pm]?osals regarding
the structure of the caretaker
administration.

Mohammad Nasim. AL

Organising Secretary, said: "We
shall prepare the final draft on
the size and strength of the
caretaker government after
discussing the issue in the
joint meeting of the three par-

lies. "
_ When asked gbout the pos-
sible compositioh of the care-

taker government, Anwar

pro- -

'thcr:hnquc

oy it
overn:

be his

terms of reference in munning .

Hossain M.Emju the secreta
general of JP, said: "We sha
discuss the matter today in thf-

joint meeting of the three par- -

Ues.”
He, however. hinted that

:":i‘reta
ment and what shuul

the affairs of the state during
the interim period.

According to a formula out-
lined earlier by the opposition,
the head of the caretaker gov-
ernment either has to be the
chiel justice. or the immediate
past chief fustice, or any jus-
tice of the -appellate division,
or some one agreed upon by
consensus. an opposition
leader noted.

Such an Jdnterim govern-

~ See Page 12 col 1

> of any major

4th day of non-oooperatlon

Clashes, bomb blasts |

- 1n city: 30 hurt

By Staff Correspondent

~ Sporadic incidents of vio-
lence and disruption of rail
and road communication.
marked the fourth consecutive
day of the Opposition called

- non-cooperatign movement

PR T

yesterday.

At least 30 people were in-
jured in different incidents in
the city. Of them, 18 were

admitted to the Dhaka Medical.

College Hospital.

Pickets blasted hoimne made
bommbs and damaged vehicles
at different parts of the city.

Awami League, Jatiya Party

- and Jamaat-e-Islami called an

indefinite non-cooperation
movement from Saturday to
press their demands for can-
cellation of the results of the
February 15 general elections.
resignation the Prime Min-

jster and holding fresh general

‘elections under a non-party
caretaker ﬂow:rnnmnl by May
this year

At least five persons were
injured when' a petrol bomb
was hurled at a bus near the
Shishu Park near Shahbagh at

——

around 11 am. Abu Taher. 25,
Siraj. 26. Bala Horl. 40. Ar-
main. 30, and the driver of the
bus Abdur Rob were injured in
the incigent. They were
rushed 10 the DMCH.

Clashes between rival polit-

ical Pfaﬂ{l at:tiﬂsts tooR place
otijheel. Bangla Motor,
Tejgaon Agargann azaribagh.

Sheorapara and other parts of
the city, said witnesses. At
least another 25 persons were
injured from these areas. ac-
cording to witnesses.

Pickets damapged vehicles
plying on the road and blasted
cocktails and brought out pro-
cessions durirlg the day at var-
ious areas.

Almost all the business
establishments including pri-
vate banks and insurance com-
panies. and educational institu-
tions remained closed for the
fourth consecutive day yester-

Some shopkeepers at Ele-

ngant Road. Hatirpul. Green

ad, Farmgate and some
See Page 12 col 7

WB report on Bangladesh

Bangladesh recorded a
phenomenal growth in foreign
direct investment last year,
more than 1000 per cent.

amid a su flow of private
capital Into South Asla, re-
ports UNB. -
According to a World Bank
| recorded

. Bangladesh
the highest increasé in FDI (n
1995, to 125 milllon US dol-
e Ceains Tha ot Aaiin
among t t
countries.

A World Bank r:pnﬂ re-
leased worldwide Monday, also
said F Direct Investment
inflow, to  South Asia was a

record high h 1995 1o the

‘Over 1000 pc growth
in FDI last year

tune of US dollars 2 billion, an

increase by 65 per cent.
S-lld the r rt of the pro-
l""' ng lactors behind.the llow:

Active reform programmes

and Increasing engagement in
are now

the global econom

oll’ln South Asia as seen

P growth in Foreign
Dirrct Invenmt.“

A brief su of the re-

rt — World Debt Tables:

xtermal Financing for

Countries — was

made available to the local
press hy the World Bank mis-

sion here,
While the W'Drlr.l Bank re-

See Page' 12 col 7

"_F:*sf ::‘?tl

‘been [rantically trying

the Constitut.inn

If the President: haq any
doubt about his power to pro-
mulgate an ordinance to per-
form functions under Article
48, he may refer the issue to
the Supreme Court for its
opinion, the former Attorney
(reneral added.

Barrister Amirul Islam said:
"If the Prime Minister under
See Page 12 Col 3
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Lutfor Rahman Shahjahan

| Business leaders -

for relaxation of

non-cooperation |

Five leading .leaders of the
business community yesterday
made a fervent apf)eal to the

a

opposition political parties to
make some selective relaxation

from the non-cooperation pro-°

gramme immediately to save
tthus muntf}rds economy from
ong-term damage., reports
BSSL 3 PO
Ty a joint statement, they
leaded with the opposition
eaders to give relaxation.to

number of ships su'anded al
the outer anchorage of Chit-
Ltagong ,port would be com-
pelled.
consignments’ in other coun-
tries if the port does not re-
sume operation immediately.
Foreign shipping lines have al-
ready started excluding
Bangladeshi ports from their
sailing schedules. they said.
They further pointed out
that continued closure’ of ports
and financial institutions would
force closure of Importani
business enterprises within

See Page 12 col 1

AL rejoinder

Awami League joint secre-
tary Abdul Jalil. in a rejoinder
issued yesterday claimed that
the AL delegation. which met
the President Sunday. did not

put forward any suggestion -

that "by virtue of his 8,
the President could take steps

} including seeking a reference

from the Supreme - Court abo-
ut the controversial’ February
15 vlections.”

The Al joint secretary re-
lerred 10 a re published in
The Daily Star tcrda}' which

was based on tcicphontc Con-,

versation with secretary gcm- '

eral Zillur Rahman.

BGMEA leaders *

likely to meet
President today

By Staff Correspondent

Representatives of gar-
ments factory owners are
ning to meet President A
Rahman Biswas today.

They will request him to
take initiatives with the lead-
ers of both BNP and the oppo-

to leave and unload

mlﬂmﬂtu
St oy &%

L1

sition parties for Reeping the -

ports, garments lactories and
related transports outside the
purview of the honh-coopera-
tion programme.

Redwan Ahmed. president
of the BGMEA, yesterday told
its members in an emergency
meeting
sought an appointment with
the President and are ex-
pected to meet him today.

The BGMEA leaders have
v tn to con-
tact the political leaders to

See Page 12 Col 2
Two rnurdered

1n city
By DMCH Correspondent

Two persons were mur+
dered in separate incidents in
the city yesterday. v

An aunidentified man, ;
about 25, was found dead in
New Colony, Asad Gate undef
Moham purtlnmltmll
8 am, police said.

that the leaders have .

There ‘were marks of cut -

injuries over the and the
tu-“a hands of the ﬂﬂim were
t

The motive Mhlnd the
killing could not be known
immedtately. The body was
sent to lhr Dhaka Medical

See Page 12 Col 2



