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Issues to a Dialogue
With . leaders of the ruling and opposition
polltical rties meeting the President and the

.acceptance hy BNP to hold elections by May '96 l

(as demanded by the opposition), public mood

ed from unmitigated despondency to

has chang | .
an anticipation of good s to follow. Indeed,
our peopie deserve the deal their hard-earned

expectations entitle theni to. Let there be no i

mistake about this.

The opposition political pm}r delegations
have submitted their respective yet essentially
similar charters of demand before the Presi-
dent. These include release of remaining politi-
cal prisoners, annulment of February 15 elec-
tions, resignation of BNP government, formation
- of caretaker government 'in consuiltation with
political - leaders', and staging of fresh general
elections by May.

As the upening gambit, the rcittratinn of their
demands is alright but to set a deadline of a day
or two to get a caretaker government formed
and functioning after securing the resignation
of the BNP governmernt, is contrary to the spirit
of a dialogue. If there is to be negotiations, then

" how can one side give conditions with 24-hour

deadline. Must we forget that it takes two to
make an agreement,

That the other side has been conciliatory to a
point of climbdown and seeks a deal can not be
ignored. After all, we cannot contemplate any"
credible election with any of the major political
parties keeping out — a lesson that must hold
good for all times to come. -

So, our considered view is that all the nppoui-
tion demands be reserved for discussion along
'with the ideas of other political parties and
crystalised views of experts at the roundtable
the President is expected to convene shortly
after he has met the delegations of the
remaining political parties. It is at the all-party
conference that the modalities of a change-over
‘the formation of a caretaker government, a
- specific date for election and the electoral nitty-
gritties must all be discussed withuut any
preconditions.

- To facilitate discussion we urge the President

to invite drafts of a caretaker bill for setting up a

non-party: government to hold the elections. All

political parties should now concentrate their .
the bill as full-proof as

.possible to ensure a free and fair elcc!’inn.

Fertiliser famine has steadily been gripping
the whole of our northern region over the past
ten days. All over there a 50 kg bag of urea so

far avaﬂable at a fixed price of amunél Tk 180 is
- selling at Tk'500 to 600 — if at all available.

This has led to social tension between the
blackmarketing dealers and the farmers. And

and justifiably — exactly as they had done in the
earlier fertiliser famine. They are looting trucks
and boats carrying fertiliser, gheraoing local
administration establishments and clashing with
- the police. For almost all of the areas of Rajshahi
Division as also of a bigger part of the greater

Mymensingh district a fa.rmer short on fertiliser

is a desperate man — his whole family and his

future just hangs on the timely and adequate
. supply of the stuff.

And this time the danger has not come alone
Farming in the same region depends very much
also on irrigation. The whole zone has suddenly
run out of diesel stock with there belng no way

- to replenish it soon.

The transport situation has come tn a stand-
still because of the current asahajog programme.
Movement of fuel and fertiliser has stopped alto-
gether. Although the fertiliser r:risis started
from other reasons, the shutdown of the Gho-
rasal plant being the main, the transport situa-‘

~tion has escalated it to a very dangerous level.

. The present pressures from'all directions on
the society, if unrelieved even for weeks, would
certainly injure the nation grievously and leave it
badly weakened and diseased. Politics must
first be healed of its waywardness. As soon as
~ the political clock will have been' set right and a
healthy clickclock would start issuing from it,
time will have arrived for doing a world of repair
jobs.

In the mcanwhllc. -there should be no dearth
of contingency measures to increase the Avail-
ability of fertiliser when it is most needed by the
farmers at the price they can afford.

~ Significant Findings '

Political maturity of a good number of peﬁplc
has been mirrored in a Bangladesh Unnayan
- Parishad survey. The well-formulated question-
naire which exercised the minds of 15 thousand
people in as many as 15 Iaﬂya Sangsad con-
stituencies evoked revealing responses on all
the curiosity-arousing ramifications of the cur-
rent political situation.

Among that large cross-section of respon-
‘dents, 71.2 per -cent favoured polls under a
caretaker arrangement,-92.1 per cent thought
the opposition and the rullnf party should come
to a settlement through dialogue, and 68.7 per
cent were in favour of the president sending a
reference to the Supreme Caurt about the
February 15 election.

The arrest of political leaders seemed quite
unpopular while 62 5 per cent thought the EC
- failed to ensure neutrality in its conduct. A new
facet to the revelation is the lack of support to a

‘ military guvernment cxpreused by 86. 7_ per
cen :

The almost universal disllke for the adverse
impact on the national economy is a pointer tn -
where- it has really burt our.people.
~Political parties better .pay heed. They musé—

. come to terms with each other to improve their
- standings with the eiectorate and satvage the na-
tion from the brink of disaster.

.and
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ENEATH the razzama- |
tazz of the two-day Eu-
- ro-Asian Summit in
Bangkok on March.2-3, was
the acceplagcee of an old saying
by all twenty-five participants
‘nos nation was ever ruined by
trade’.

The idea of trade and com-
merce is nol a new concept to
Asia, nor Is the idea of labour.
Asia had established a thriving
trade link with the West. When
Europe was primitive and sav-

: arian and feudal, the

k route and the spice trade
are but few nolable examples.
The Venetians were buyin
spice (turmeric) from
for preserving and sustaining
their meat trade : Venice for a
while was the largest supplier
of meat to the princedoms and
fiefdoms of Eurupc As |
has it the Caesars of Rome
their ladies

loved to see

draped in mer — thin
Muslins because of its

trans ! The Europeans

borrowed ideas mainly from
the Greeks who in turn were

overwhelmingly influenced by
Asia — its ts and ideas.
The conc Dharma be-
ueathed Bhagavad Gita,

e ancient scripture of 500
BC clearly exhorts us to follow
the t-way. which
must follow to ennoble them-
selves. Both Balzac and Procest
were spe of Dharma —
'Constant labour is the law of
art as well as the law of life’ or

“the habit of laboriousness’' etc.

The- 25-nation summit in
Bangkok, 15 European and 10
Asian, is a milestone in the
modern-day interaction be-
tween Asia and Europe. The
decisions taken at the summit
were important, ideas played
around, useful. But more im-
portant than that was the fact
of the summit itself. For the 15
EU countries, the summit pro-
vided yet another opportunity
to diversify their trade llnkl
opportunities on the eve of
the next millennium, thereby
alleviating the crushing burden
of 18 million unemployed
youths in Europe and also the
unacceptable burden af social

OLITICS in adesh
has entered a decisive
phase, a phase that can
best be referred to as the
politics of ne-compromise. |
say this not to
the current dismal state of
ie., the on-going
political stalemate between utg::
parties, but also. and more
importantly. to posit the view
that the general (electoral)
masses of adesh have
unwittlngly the
l.nlm and of
s politics.- a vocation t

become

: ave come to share his
and utru:lurally Let' me -

explain this further.

Peq:le'sl‘odﬁmh: .
Politics

People go through many

ases in politics. s is a

S very l'l:w will choose to
challenge. At times, however,
the phases may not always be
as real as they appear! In ‘the
last two and half years. corre-
sponding to the period of the
current stalemate, thrée such
phages could easily be dis-
cerned, one seemingly con-
tradictory to the other. In the
first- phase, we find a concilia-
tory public. This is well re-
flec in several public opin-
ion s conducted between
1994-1995. In such surveys,
the bulk of the masses opined
in favour of cum:iliatjun be-
tween the government and the
opposition parties.

The second phase saw a

Folaﬂzed public, still waiting -

their rcupectivc es to

. -ﬂtuver the goods. In fact, in

January 1996, barely a month
before the election. a public
opinion survey carried out a
somewhat hypothetical ques-
tion to the residents of the
Dhaka city : 'If all parties par-
ticipated. whom would you

vote for? The respondents,
some 1075 of them, main-
tained that 35.9% would vote
for the B adesh Nationalist
Party {BNP 34.4% for the
Awami Leaig,ue (AL). 12% fnr
the Jatiya 5 4% for the
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Will the Bangkok Summit Herald the
Advent of Asia-Pacific Millennium?

mmmwmnmthwofu&ﬂhemkmd TheWe:tthunmecmtntheEnﬂ—-
not as conquutadoru but as equal partners.

security which had hitherto
cushioned the society from
:ﬂ:plllllhl: socio-economic
losions. For the Europeans,
it m also an effort to re-dis-
cover an area over which, Eu-
rope had established a colonial
stranglehold over the past cen-
turies in degrees. And
last ‘but not the least, Europe
did° not like the idea of Amer-
ica, the only su to
enjoy an unemcumbered
h in Asia. But Europe

would pari passu, like the se-

curity umbrella of Uncle Sam, '

al they may not like to
talkﬁ:ult it.
year 1498 is an impor-
tant landmark in the mnp.t;xt
of Euro-Asian contacts. Vasco
da Gama landed at Calicut.
mth Wuﬁu cnnltE of India, in
year u since
then did not look Wm for the
next centuries! The interac-
tions between the East and the
West itl.ﬂ.lnF with the Cru-
sade, were formalised., as .it
were, in May 1498. Both Hl:nry
Hm Navigator and Affonso Al-
uquerque thought that every
assault they make on the Sara-
cens was a further for
Christendom. But S00n
was ced by another con-
sideration, trade and lucre. As
ambassador Panikkar said,

‘Even with the Portuguese,
who equated a monopoly In

spice trade with trade
soon mhndo'r:l?‘m: reli-
s aspect of their mission.

th the arrival of protestant
powers, trade became, for a

time. the only consideration.’

Kipling was dead wrong —
the twain does meet when |t
suits their mutual conve-
niences. The Summit
was a gathering of a different
kind. West this time came

to the East — not as

yvention in hist
Asian Invention. China in-
ﬂ:nted Mariner's compass

ciu-r:
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‘conquistadores’ but as equal
partriers. One does still have
hﬂpathy with Prime Minister
athir Mohammads doubt-
ing words — the West wonid
ll.k: to think their institutions
and political ethos as the best
while papering over or ignor-
ing their weak points. The val-
ues of the East, in this case,
predate a sition those
of the W o doesn’t re-
member, th-t printing press,
the single most tmportant in-
. Was an

and
wder and Byzantines
rk. The Tibetans dis-
covered turbine movernent but

they were reportedly satjsfied

Mhd&ﬁnﬂdlhum

Waliur Rabhman

ook -,:ﬁ

for using this great di
for rotation of "'?““-‘-T]’

orily | When [hmaldm;n was
writing his monumental work
on history and ph ina
castle in Algeria in the late
l4th century, he discerned
the Arab world around him in
relative decline: but at that
very moment. even centuries
earlier. process of greater
civilisation was at work in
China. India, and Persia. Italian
merchant-traveller Marco Polo

was dazzled by the magnifi-
cence of China and the
Ming asty. Giovanni Botero

insisted thaf the greatest cities
in I'.hI.! Iﬁthhuntu

r things' Cﬂmplﬂ'!d
with tﬂmmuea of China and

India.

The efforts of the EU to
come to Asia would be mean-
ingful only if they realise that
the values of Asia are as good
a: thc&valuc: of Europe. If

man tradition gave us

| thc institution of state and law

-

ry .Europe '

and infrastructure in a more
formal sense, it was Asia which
gave birth to a civilisation so-
phisticated and bumane. much
older than that of Europe W‘hr
Asia could not transform i f
into a more technologically
advanced region 'hcfure Eu-
rope’. is another

ﬁether The fact that Eu m

as broken out of its con

to come to Asia is an admission
of the historic truth that Asia

can do now what they had
done earlier.

But the summit was flawed
imn one respect. Not all the
;tfal&u ufﬁdam all the states

urope, c participate.
While talking of Asia, thcm T-
of the summit would
served better if the coun-
tries of the SAARC region
could also *make their copitri-
bution. It was, therefore, im-
]Jorl-nt to see Susanna Agnelli,
talian Foreign Minister, pres-
ident of the EU b her
Jourmey in New Delhi. Her
meeting with the Indian lead-
ers, and invitation to India, a
leading SAARC country
articipate at the London
ummit in 1998, war a wel-
come decision. The markets of
350 million le of EU in-
teracting with the markets of
the Asian — Ten and SAARC
and Australia-New Zealand
would make sense for the next
millennium, for the purposive
growth and dmlnpmt of
civilisation at the next century.

Paul Kennedy in his Rise

and Fall of the Great Powers,

Politics of No- Compromlse

by Imtiaz Ahmed

Jammat., 3.7% for the
‘independent candidates,’
whllc the rest: (8.6%) were
tion is

duced _
position share of votes.
The third in which

what | would cajl a public that
is inactive but sensible! On the
election day (15 February

1996), the bulk of the masses,
over 90% of them, aimp]y
stayed home. In the midst of
continued violence, this was
more an affirmation of people’'s
ated
polmcal move. Such mass
sensibleness' or inaction,
however, transmits cnnfu:ln,g
signals, which further exacer-

‘sions, was destined to

emerged from our encounter
with colonialism. Firstly, colo-
nialism gave birth to a polar-
ized political milieu on a
country-wide scale. This is
best reflected in the struggle
between the colonial m-

ment and the subal-
terns. At a ular moment
of took the form
of a stru e between the
‘colontal’ the '‘nationalist’
forces, the organization of

which led to the polarization of
things in both pubur: a d

‘private’ spheres of life, like,
education, historiography, mu-
sic. even dress worn by indi-

-viduals! This polarization, in so

far as it restricted political
manoeuvres and civil expres-
arize
other areas as, well. Indeed,
with the demise of colonialism
becoming imminent, South
Asia saw a mﬂferatjun of po-

,'?mlnrlzed and violent.
' ferently

colonized suthilterns fin
rid of the colonial ﬂwﬂ
then something aln: also got
transformed.

Neither colonialism nor the
reaction it invited could ever
be restricted to the political
domain alone. for ::ulunlllllm
as pointed out earlier, reor
nized things in both ‘pub ir."
and ‘private’ spheres of life.
Not surprisingly, therefore, in
t he wake of the stru

nst colonialism, the area

t is commonly reférred to

s -the ‘'civil society’ also got

in colo-
nial South Asia, unlike that of
the West, could no longer
boast of its ci ng and con-

sen roles. In fact, colonial-
ism reconstructed civil society
to such an extent that the lat-
ter soon got into the business

. civil society

- of organizing and reproducing

Put dif-:

- development,

irontes. 1 will hi light only
three. For want 51 better ex-

pression, 1 will label the first_

as neo-fastist practices in poli-
:i:: Thg:u is best rg"l;cted in
or zation a repro-
duction of ;0
they in oy out of But
then, political parties are la-
belled nmfucl;t not so much
Tor their cnram to perform
violehce in streets (which
of course is a point to be reck-
oned with) as for subscribing
to ‘heroifie/hero’ ' worshi
within the party. Admitted
there is no demnnrl ins
any of these parties
the leadership is either based
on prior selection or decided
by a show of hands, which only
makes a mockery of election.
Leadership in such cases is
simply a representation of
‘heroine/hero worship’. Such a
however, nnt

-———-—-—-——-—-_._a__._....._.___....—_.__.q._
At a particular moment of history, this took the form of a struggle between the ‘colonial’ and the 'nationalist fnrcr.r,
the organization of which led to the polarization of thmg.r in both 'public’ and ‘private’ spheres of life, like
education, historiography, music, even dress worn by individuals!

bates the no-com
tion of the politicians an
publi¢ alike. Put differently,
the culture of violence puts a
limit to conflict resolution, the

outcome of which is certainly

tragic. Indeed, when people -
are caring for life; politics
seems to be suﬂ'erlng from
want of life!

‘But if violence has kept the
bulk gf the masses at home on
‘the da
latter has contributed n
to conflict Tesolution,
transformation of the
from a position of conciliation
to polarization, as outlined
above, suggests something
equally ominous. Like the cul-
ture of violence, such a trans-
formation of public position is
part and parcel of both history
-and structures.

Possessed by the Past
Two critical

the

kglbly written or typed.

‘Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all mmmunmn-=

Imandlethve

Sir, The letter in your daily

Shhgmim -Choudhury on
: n:rc ca eyes. Hatn
off to Sh mﬁu has the
guts to nce such a truth.

t is time that the innocent
ople realise that they are
. used by our so-called
desh politicians, Peo-
ple should wake up and see
that so far the ﬁf;ﬂﬂl pubur:
are losing their |
policemen, atudenta ricklhnw
pullers or just people from the
slums whn ‘get a few bucks in
exchange of picketing, The po-
litical leaders have their chil-
dren "and relatives in safe
laces so they don't get hurt.
eir children generally do
not go to any educational insti-
tutes in this country; so they
are not deprived of education.
The leaders are
- pets with our child
- All the western countries
“have a basic rule that if an

. y
student does not attend 80 per

cent of the.tota! classes he/she
Is not allowed to sit for the fi-
nal test, It is obviéris when you

lpiarlnn pup-

- only
. same impression is on the to-

~ [tions must bear th.e writer's real name, signature and
‘address

%

" realise that if a student misses

more than 20 per cent of the
classes he/she can not catch
up with the rest of the class or
cannot cumgllete the 51 ahua
But what 18

Proper educatiun is Lhe
main criterion for a healthy na-
tion. Lack of this or a healthy
- leadership will cause a severe
crisis for the nation. If this sit-
“uation is carried on for some-
time, I don't know. what the
next generation will have to of-
fer to the country. My urge (as
a mother of two. schoel going
children and as a citizen) to
the ruling party and the oppo-
sition leaders — it is a good
sign that vou have agreed tﬁ En
for a dialogue, please rhake t
most use of it and come to a
solution if not for the sake of
this country. then at least for
the sake of late Zlaur Rahman
and late Sheikh Mujibur Rah-

i have tried to point out
the education but, the

tal socio-economic situation.
The Econoinist of 24th Feb "96
informs us that the govern-

se i-
the

of election and if the -

ublic

things

the count

. version) it's due to ithe

larized politics. starting with
religion but slowly encompass-
ing other areas as well, like.
language. culture, complexion.
gender, in fact, all those areas
which once enjoyed a pluralist

pa%qually critical is the sec-
ond milieu, which in a sense is

both the cause and the sym
tom of the first. Indeed, in
face of polarization., the colo-
nized subalterns could do little
other than resort to violence
in the campaign fo redress the
wrongs done by the colonial
power. It is this situation that

prompted Mahatma Gandhi to
-plea for non-violence, but iron-
, ically such a situation, in the

wake of its precise structures,
with little or no space for civi- -

Iized res nse, was destined
uce furthcr lariza-
tion and violence. it is in-

deed in the midst of violence
and polarized politics that the

—m——-r

- ——rr
——m

violence and intolerance in the -

like of the political society. Po-
litical parties, voluntary associ-
ations, intellectuals, media,
schools. sports clubs, all that
civil society:represented, got
tainted by this reconstruction.

- While this represents a
general picture of South Asia's
encounter with colonialism,
Bangladesh's situation remains

eveh more precarious as it had

the misfortune of
colonialism twice, first Britis
(1757-1947), followed by the
so-called ‘'internal colonialism'’
under Pakistan (1947-1971). 1
have little to say about the lat-
ter, except to point out that
olarization and violence got
urther intensified during the
25 years of Pakistan rule. The
bloody birth 'of Bangladesh
sums up it all!

What we now have is full of -

only gives birth to leaders with’
l:aramnunt power but also
eads to a situation where peo-

ple, for want of demoeracy in-
side the party. simply ceases
to have. uine lntcﬂ:lt in
party politics. This is then the

irony: parties with no democ-

racy within are championing
the cause of d:mocracy with-

out!

The second nne I prefer
calling the Seshan syn
after TN Seshan, the Indlan
Chief Election Commissioner.

-His remark against Indian

democracy that it has been re-
duced to ‘'three Cs -—cash,

criminality and corruption'
holds true for all the South
Asian democracies,  including
Bangladesh. In an environment
like this, Fcopl: 1::3.:111":1.1Im'l;',ar
those not linked to 'three Cs.’

would prefer to remain out of
politics. But this is not the ma-
jor problem. A far more critical

ment has .cnahlcd business tﬁ
push uwth to nearly 5 per

cent. ]E_armentu industry
' has grown

om almost nothing
to a business employing one
million people and accounting
for more than 60 cent of
's exports. Without
str:tt politics, without the
frequent stoppages that deter
new investors Bangladesh
would be a wonder,

We need a solution very
:Jadly. Please live and let us
fve.

T Sanwar '
House-38, Road-11
Banant, Dhakn
Constitutional

Sir, The three major oppo-
sition parties again expressed,
as usual, their deep .resent-
ment to the Radio/TV speech

of Begum Khaleda Zia, the
Prime Minister, which Has

. been hailed by many for her

sitive approach. And Awami
ague president Sheikh

-Hasina called for refrainin

from any attempt to give |
February election constitu-
tional legitimacy!

It's really shocking to ob-
serve that the opposition is in
no way to c to terrns what-
ever is being offered by the
elected government. If it has
become lllegitimute (in their
ULt
come of their obstinacy and

they don't li

.reconcile as to what le

the people,

non-cooperation from the very
beginning. I do not know how
much more the PM could con-
cede when she declared,

"we're ready to endorse the
most acceptable solution in the
national interest” and she has
sought allout cooperation from
all political parties with open

- mind and already outlined, in

reasonable terms. as to how to
fulfil the demnand of the oppo-
sition parties.

As we all know the delibera-
tion of March 3 would be in
the line of professed or ex-
pected course of action, 'as Pcr
the provision of the Constitu-
tion’. As | see it the PM con-
tinued to talk in unam ous
terms about the constitutional
oblfgations and the whole na-
tion knows that it has to follow
natural course of actions like:
there has to be a Parliament
and the Parliament has to
move bills for amendment of
the Constitution whatever nec--
essary as per time and re-

uirement of the country. Now
if someone thinks either
Khaleda or Hasina could revise
or rewrite the Constitution by
a stroke of Eﬂ’l only because
e each eother, he
or she is wrong. AL chief's
main demand, as | can read, is
Khaleda's resignation. | cannot
timacy
Constitution gives her (Hasina)
to demand thjs of an elected
PN

NMuatever pe the deimnano i

it can surely be

« b0~

ection of

" son and

- tims. Nothing

detected a ‘causal relationship’
between the shifts which have
occurred over time in the gen-
eral economic and productive
balances and the position oc-
cupied by individual powers in
the international system. To
collaborate his fi g which
refers, inter alia, to the shifts
in trade flows from the
Mediterranean to the Atlantic’
from the sixteenth century
onward. He concludes that the
shift in the productive
balances toward the 'Pacific
Rim’' has far-reaching conse-

_ quences in world economy and

global security. ,
The phenomenal ccanunﬂc
growth in the Asia-Pacific rim

is a matter of great satisfaction
to all of us. We not only share

their pride. we may also share
in their success, individually

- and collectively, provided we

press into service our own

Eta % and innovativeness,

relative transparency and

democratic fmedum. For that

the Asian ce of the
could be

colonial
able . Asia is ﬂ'u:
one of arms and
sophisticated military hard-
wares from the West. ‘i:’:ﬁm
tainly need- adeguate de-
fence mechanism to

our sovereignty. But we must
net be oblivious of the sper:u'c
of James Tobin syndrome : :
creased military e::pe:ndituru
are always necessa to
counter threats! The .
fact of the matter is that this -
kind of t:gfeﬂﬁocpﬂ“! be-
comes a -
and countries as a mm
end up E ng more re-
sources
than t can afford. ﬁ
cious ies -

tary conflicts
inevitablel.

If If,-arnjng from th€é mis-
takes of the past, we maintain,
an intelligent and realistic bal-
ance between economic pros-
perity and national security,
only then could we give a -

become

meani a resonance to the
next m — the inillen-
n:hmu{m " i

].

IEl"ohbnlltluhctl.hltthru
unlmnthflty interest

just for res
I'.ll:l to ‘'safe (age-ol
nds’ but more
or restricting politics to a

small coterfe of self-seekers as
the bulk of the neither
practice nor benefit from the
Cperntlun- of the 'three Cs.'
onsequently. démocracy
which cannot” survive without
creativity is forced to repro- .
duce Itlell' through uncreative
means/
The last jrony 1 will call,
tion in crisis. It re-
ted from what has been said
roprastiational Sirica
represen structures in
the light of p tion growth.
Apart from fact that a very
few ‘Haji Mohsins" and
‘Gandhis' now participate in
itics, a more serious prob-
has come from the reality
that one Member of Parliament
(MP) represents 150.000-
200, citizens. Such a rep-
r:l:ntnum makes a mockery
for it is impossi-
to meet in per-
t those who
her or him to
Consequently,
intermediaries’ ( from
r:urr;:;:_ld ul‘ﬂdlhl: to ke mas- -
tans ving power
as both s and the people,
albeit for different reasons, be-
come dependent on them.
tation must reckon
the fact that it is neither
MPs nor the people but self-
su:l:ing intermediaries who do

Tht: ironies do neot end
there. Pmple are so ill-
equipped to free themselves
from such ironies that they
end up living their life

the

du them.unmnm
fact that they are the main vic-
can be more

pathetic than this.

The author is a faculty
member of the Department of
International Relations, Dhaka
University. Tomorrow he
writes on "Towards Restruc-
turing Politics’”

hln: for an -

have vo
Pﬂ“"l‘:l‘
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taken care of by the Constitu-

tion and the Parliament. but
everything has to follow some
rules. Let us ysiemat-
ically. as outlined the
speech. and work out con-
structive terms passionately
and shun the politics of de-
struction, As the opposition is
now deman from the.gov-

ernment a Jot of things. legit-

imate or not, they (the -
tion) should also k in mind
that they don't get legitimacy
for ruining the country's econ-
omy and keeping the whole
country in captivity by burning
and damaging private and pub-

lic
the wqﬂthn ttcp in

mind that ~

points” them only, and not
whole nation. I am a member
of the public and I am happy as
the PM has outlined very

. _courageously the broad pro-

gramme, the rest has to be
settled across the table.
A F Rahman
Dhaka
Attack on a bus
in Israel

Sir, With a heavy heart we
condole the death of the
sengers in the bus which was
repaortedly attacked by Hamas
suiride activists. However. our
minds are still frezh with 1he
mcmﬂr}f of lhr murger of
T e | .__.. iy l"""‘\-!\,,...- i 11.-1.;;!3,_.

A B 11.‘!-1.5:. Sl 0N e

can explain the act of provi-

sengers
sis, trl%red
Ayash. Didn't
lives of the Israelis when he
okayed Mossad’'s plan to kill
Ayash? Below the surface of
the peace

and Peres k

hitlist pr:l}.rrd
The Israelis mlgﬁ

gans of
ot look into the fact that it is
they who introduced the stim-
wlus and the Palestinians react
with their naivety.

Mo

0 when
Rabin was murdered by a Jew

dcnct: in one's Lavowu

we antici atcd tht ap mrlliun
of Sh us

ost of Hamltta father: 'List,

t' Oh. Hamlet'.

Now again when tears over-
shadnhw our eﬁmght. we wit-
ness the torso of Hyash bﬂﬁmg
on a concrete floor., and hear
his severed head pronouncing
in : "Humanity is sliced by

ish lag'lr: the cowardice of
Mossad is termed as cou
while our action for survival
painted as terrorism. The
usurpers are called patriots

while the munftlmmulrt
branded as terrorists.”

Both Jews and Muslims be-

lieve in Allah; but both of them
may not -
His in the same way. So Rabin's
death may not be linked with
the assassination of Shakaki;
but the death of the bus pas-

explain an action of

is surely. in my analy-
the murder of
res pawn the

. both Rabin
ept on signing the
by the Mossad.
t chant slo-
. but they will

wiTvend Abdul Midalib

(iesti College
Dhanmondi R/A. Dhaka



