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Dmtrﬂ Jail yuﬁugm

duled to arrive in Cil

tomorrow, y and

 sources . He is

address a ptiblic meeting to be

held at 3 pm tumarrw lt

-Laldighi Muaidan,

mﬂﬂhluddhl will mrh g}tn by

JCDwnrku'h'ﬂing:
3 held in Khulna
FrnmﬂurCmesptmdmt

- - KHULNA. Mar 11: Three
g:r_nons were arrestied here on
] nday night in connection
with the killing of Anowar
Hossain Anu. a JCD activist,
Ell'l&:; said. The arrested are
. Ismafl and Asgar. |

UP chairman
stabbed to death

COMILLA, Mar 11:. A union
chairman was stabbed
death by unidentified mis-
creants at Lu village in
Burichang thana on Sunday
night. Police said the miscre-
ants attacked A K M Abdul
Halim. 50, the chairman of
Rajapur Union Parishad, when
he was returning home at
about 9 pm. He was rushed to
Burichang Health Complex
where the doctors declared
him dead, reports UNB.

Sec 144 at
Barguna

BARISAL' Mar 11:
administration today
Section 144 in Betagi
headquarters of Barguna dis-
trict to avert sible clash be-
tween the BNP and o
activists. The authorities took
the precautionary measure in
the wake of mounting tension
between the two rival sides
after they agnounced public
meetings at the same venue
and tirne today. reports UNB.
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I Prime !rhmster and BNP Chalrpersun Begum Khaleda Zia met Prealdent Abdur Rahman
‘Biswas at his mﬂt.atmn at Bangabhaban yesterday
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t - bill on the non-party

il

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister and BNP
chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia. after her meeting with
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas at the bhaban
terday said that her party
accepted the Opposition dt

3"‘

"mand for hnldlng the next

general elections in May next.

But she ruled out the possi-
bility of her party's accepting
the Opposition demand for
scrapping the February 15
polls, the most contentious is-
sue in the present political
crisis.

- "How is it ble? It's not
possible. If the polls are can-
celled, the new parliament
would not exist. Then how the
overn-

ment would be passed?

m Zia said that she had .

already anneéunced that BNP
would place and
Hart_-,r government bill" in the

rst-session of the 6th parlia-

See Page 12 Col 4
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3 killed, 100 hurt on third
day of non—cooperatlon

Al least three people were
killed and more than ?
injured, including 17 police-
men, in sporadic incidents of
violence in different places of
the country during the third
day of the Opposition ¢alled
non-cooperation movement.

A rickshawpuller, Dulal, 25,
was killed when a stray bullet
hit him during a gunfight be-
position and BNP ac-
at Borhanpur of
at 5:30 pm.

tivists
Haza

The clash ensued when two -

processions b t out by the
Opposition and BNP activists
came face to face at the spot.
Both. the sides used firearms
and crackers for about half an
hour during which Dulal was
caught in the cross fire, wit-
nesses said. : '

In Jatrabari, a minibus t
ing to escape opposition pick-

00 were

By Staff Correspondent

ets ran over a rickshaw killin

the rickshawpuller, Sheik

Javed, 25, on the spot at
around 8:30 am, aucnrding to,
witnesses and police.

A Jatiyatabadi Chhatra.Dal

worker, Mohammad Igbal
Hossain Milon. 20, was killed

. in Chandpur in a clash be-

tween opposition and BNP ac-
tivists. |

Fierce clashes between po-
lice and opposition activists in
Mirpur Section-1 left at least
S50 injured. including 17 po-
licenen injured. A
unit office was also torched in
the area. -

Angry riot pnliccmcn who
‘came under heavy attack of a .
mob, later rcpnrt:dl ran-
sacked the Mirpur palice sta-
tion and.beat up two police of- -
ficials.

Situation in the Mirpur

NP local _.

. S-cctinn*l area becam: volatile

from the morning as opposi-
tion activists brought out a
hu%ﬁ militant progession.
hen the processionists
approached the BNP ofi.ce
near the Cooperative market at
around 10 am, a clash ensued
with BNP activists gathered
there. At one stage, the office
of the local BNP unit was
torched, witnesses said.

Riot' police fired rubber bul-

" ‘lets and lobbed t gas shells

to bring the situation under
control.

The clash lasted for abuut

- two hours during which the

opposition activists reportedly
hurled a number of cocktails
on the police in which 17 po-

. licemen were injured. About

30 activists were also injured
in the police action. Riot po-

See Page 12 Col'3

Preuident Abdur ﬁahman

T expected to send let-
political parties in a day
nr two’ their proposals

on the proposed non-party
caretaker I%u?bv;ﬁﬂuaidml;ﬂ mnué]m
at Bangab ’ t.

"On receiving the proposils,
the President may convene a
round-table discussion of all
| the major parties in a bid to
reach a consensus formula on

the non-party caretaker, gov- -
‘ernment to su H:: iture
general detﬂmsﬂ-' SOUrces
added. |
The President received
verbal s on. the care-
r ment fssue from
£ poH parties he et |

By Nazmul Ashraf *

separately in the last two dayn
BH’F nt General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan in the
regular press briefing at his

1+ Baily Road residence also said
. that Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia during her meet-
lng ‘with the President also
that the President

u all the s to send
their proposals on the non-
party caretaker government.

"Wemtlnpnu:hlﬂlun'

t) in
liament soon after

the non-pa
this ﬁth

.amfmulamﬂmw

sue is available,” Bhutyam, also
the Food and Agrlm] ure Min-,
Aster said, Hny-

»  Replying to a
. Mannan Bhuiyan

; | ces said. the

President may seek proposals
outhmng caretaker govt

The BNP spokesman mndc
it clear that hiu party had
nothing morg to do as regards
the Opposition demands after
accepting their major de-
mands for a caretaker
government and an early
general electjon.

ueutil:m
that his
party was vet to decide when
to summon the 6th parliament.

However, tent sour-
leadership
had differi opinions on
summoning of the parliament
before elections to all 300
r:ilutituencinn were mmple
t
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West Indies turned
table on South Africa and
Aystralia overcame a surpris-

the

- Iy
Z o set
- semi-final at hali, Chan-
digarh. on March 14. say

West Indies defeated South
Alrica by 19 nuns at Karachf's
Nat Stadium yesterday.

~ Awdy at Madras, New
Zealand's - 2B6/9 was not
enough to contain the Aussie

s ﬂ} lhtandwnnl;nd

! of six wickets
nﬂht&lrtﬁm lls to spare,
l m .'. L]
scored his third century of
Wul‘ldth:yutetdn |
Waugh sma a glorious
llﬂaﬂ'llz balls as Australia
overtook New Zealand's impos-
ing 286 for nine with 13 de-
liveries to e in a high-scor-

belore 50,800 " speitbaand

spellbound
tor's.

Waugh's effort overshad-
owed a superb 130 off 123
haﬂ:byﬂuisl—larhmdtnag*

rmn 'l'hit: heJ ch

Zealand set a tough tnrgr:t in
oppressive humid conditions.

- Waugh and twin brother
Steve settled the issue with an
. 86-run stand off 84 balls for
the fourth wicket which
hel Australia recover from
a ky 127 for three to 213
without further loss in 38 .
OVErs.

| - See Page 12 col 1

ge from New
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Mark Waugh =

lmpruvlued sweep shot during hll match-wmn.mg 111
against South Africd (Details on page 10)— AFP/UNB photo

The Elecliion Commission
failed to take any action
although most of the returning
officers had informed the
Election Commission [EC}
about widespread riggtnﬁj
lence and conseguent closure
of a good number of polling
} centres on the election day on
February 15. according to
sources in the EC. .

The Chief Election Co-

mmisstoner (CEC) recent]
safd that one retu

.| ficer from Gopalganj out lhc
64 had informed him about

ﬁg%ng and that he promptly
too

action and ordered arrest

of the candidate involved in

alleged rigging. District com-

missioners were assigned as
returning officers.

"Had | been informed about

ri and other allegations.
%’h.w. hmpedct;m
| thl!m immediately. But | hld

By Staff Correspondent

no idea although 1,
with Justice Jalil, spent the
t of the election day in my
office.” the CEC had said on
Sunday.
But. sources at the EC said
that 19 officers of the EC sec-

together

retariate were assigned on the

election day to complile
‘situation reports’ coming

all the constituencies in the
country. They also kept official
records of the communica-
tons.

This correspondent saw the
reports sent by returning offi-
cers to the EC.

“Fhe returning officers
from various districts kept
sending results as well ae lat-
est situation reports to thede
officers whe either withheld
those from the Commission or
the Coéommission overlooked
l-l:dm:tter an official source

'EC failed to take action despite
reports of ngg‘mg'

The CEC had earlier.
that he did not get allont sup-
port from inside his office,

When ovontacted, a good
number of District
Commissioners who had acted
as returning officers said that
they had given re of every
instance of rigging. violence
and closure of polling centres
due to various reasons to the
t:untrlﬂgh rmmur of tll:]c EC DEI the
v t of the election day.

crr! had instructions from the

EC to do so and I informed
them several times of the sit-
uation in my district®, said the
DC of a Northern district re-
questing anonymity.

Sources at the EC also said
that there was a 'serious lack
of understanding and coordi-
nation’ between the
Commission and the officials of
the EC seerelariate,

See Page 12 col 8
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President of the FBCCIL. while

Tllegal JS can't
give legitimacy
to caretaker govt’

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina yesterday ac-
cused BNP ch Bcgun_-:

Khaleda Zia of creating
iment to the solution of the

ent erisis by p to
summon the parliament
elected b

February 15,
"She (Begum Zia) has set
precondition. Lry:ln% to sum-
mon the so-called Parliament
of the February 15 illegal elec-
tion and thereby give legiti-
to vote-stealing. which

has created obstacle to .the
resolufion of the crisis.” Hasina

In a statement, the Awami
League chief said Khaleda Zia
knows it well that it will not
el legittmacy If the n:utral
non- l:lretlker %
ment bill is’ passed
See Page 12 col 7

Busmess’men
~ threaten
'direct action'
By Staff Correspondent
The Federation of Bang-
ladesh Chamber of Commerce
and Indu (FBCCI) yesterday
called on political leaders
to resolve thc current political
stalemate within 48 hours.
"Il the problem is not

solved within this period the
business community will be

- said,

compelled to take to the

o for direct ac-
F Rahman,

streets and

declaring the decisions of an
emergency meeting of the
Federation at the FBCCI audi-
torium. _

Besides, the members of
the executive committee of the
federation, a large number of

businessmen, industri-
alists and leaders of different
business associations attended
Ll;e mur . It was cdnvened

FBCC place some

cific proposals with the pax
cal leaders for saving the
econo of the country [rom
total ruination due ta long po-
Hu::a] deadlock.

Salman Rahman said that
the business community can
not remain silent tors in
tl'ltlwl:nd state :l'

nmhm the pouuq::l lead-

country about the

ruult of lon drlwn political
crisis, the FBCCI prclident
said the country is headin
towards a famine as the |
distribution system was col-
lapsing due to serious commu-
nication di tion.

The meeting was also ad-
dressed, among others. by
president of Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry Ali
Hossen, BGMEA leader Capt.
frevd) ﬁnln}r Rahman Eig;l
President of Ban es
cialised Ti::tllcghﬂdllll and
Power Loom Industries :Associ-
ation Ltd Col (retd) azi Sal-
imuddin, Gazipur Chamber of
Cominerce and Industry Vice
President Sarder Abdur Rah-
man, Madaripur Chambeér pre-
sident Lutfur Rahman, Match
Faetery Owners Association
president Moksed Ali. Ship
Owners Association president
Abdul Awal Minto, Chamber of

See Page 12 col 8

Gunshots on

DU campus
By DU Correspondent

About 30 rounds of gun-
shots were fired un the Dhaka
University campus yesterday
w urmu that the
‘a youths” of 8§ M Hall
first ed fire following a
conflict between them and
some youths of Palashi area
adjacent to the  Thall.
Apprehe that the attack
was made on urul Haq hall,
the "armed youths" of the hall
also started firing as counter-
attack, sources added. The
firing continued for about 20
minutes. .

‘Hllegal’ Is' of
reports UNB.

Legitimacy of sixth JS:

Opposition for SC ref |

‘By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of the opposition .
political parties think, the
question of legitimacy of the

sixth parliament can be solved

if the President seeks a refer-'

ence from the Supreme Court

Zillur Rahman, general sec-

of the Awami Le

tnltm%]e Daily Star last r;‘lgguht
that there was 'no scope to ac-
cept the legitimacy of the sixth
parliament formed through a
rigged polls.' He, however, felt
that nnce a political consensus
on disputed issues was
reached between the parties
concerned, legal complications
could easily be overcome.

"We told the President
Sunday that he, by virtue of his
powers. could take steps in-
r.ludlng seeking a reference

_on the issue.

. Party.

from the Supreme Court about

the controversial February 15

elections,” Zillur said.

"How can one
ting a caretaker bi passed
from such a parliament,” ques-
tioned Anwar Hossain Manju,
secret general of the Jatiya.
e February 15 elec-
tions have been termed farci-
cal na’liona}l]r and internation-
ally,” he added.

The elections have not yet
been completed. Taking of
oath by the'Prime Minister
before completion of elections
in her constituencies has al-

ect get-

ready sparked a legal contro-

versy. said Manju.

Abdul Qu Mollah of Ja-
maat also said that the parlia-
nment  elected thruugh a

Sm:l'agtliculﬂ - -

{rom 2 markets
‘in Sirajganj

SIR&JGAHJ. Mar 11:

Agitating farmers looted 67

bags of urea from two markets
in the district today, police
and witnesses said, reports

UNB.
According to witnesses, a

group of fmru attacked two

-uhupu at Dhekuria Bazar in

Kazipur thana at about 10 am
and forcibly took away 50 bags
of urea.

Another desperate group of
farmers also looted 17 bags of

Extortionists loot.

shops, factories,

set them afire

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Mar 11: At least
200 shops and factories were
looted and many set afire b
local. ‘'mastgans’ causing dam-
ages to y worth over
Taka one crore last night at
Rangpur- Central Terminal
here.

According to eyewitnesses,
a series of clashes between lo-
cal traders and extortionists
broke out at ‘around 10 pm
when a large number of mas-
taans armed with lathis and
other lethal weapons
shops

and factories indis-
See Page 12 col 8

attacked -

urea from a shop at Koijuri
Bazar in Shahjadpur thana at
around noon.

Farmers in the district are
faced with acute crisis of fer-

em. a
sold

tiliser. According
50-kg

between
different hats and bazars as
a%ﬁlnut the facmljr price of TII'.

Meanwhﬂe the price of fuel
for shallow tubewells also
marked sharp rise as there
was no supply from Baghabari
depot for three days because of
disrupted cnmmumcatlun fol-
lowing the opposition-spon-
sored non-cooperation pro-
gramme.

The farmers sa; trol was
sold today at Tk f;er
and kerosene at Tk 30.
normal price of petrol is Tk
13.75 per litre and kerosene
Tk 16.

Officials of

to th
of urea is bein

riculture

- Extension Department (AED)

said some 1,719 tubewells for
irrigation were now lying
operative in the district due to
fuel shortage.

. In arban, urea has be-
come a scarce commodity in
the district and a 50-kg bag is
being sold at Tk 400.

Retail sellers attributed the
sharp rise of pritt tn non-sup-
ply of the agri inp

The only deahr Aﬁtml Kalam

See Page 12 Col 2
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Farmers loot urea |
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Another US
warship
‘heads for

Taiwan
BEIJING. Mar 11: China
told Taiwan today to abandon
dreams of independence if it
wanted: to ease the tension
that has p ted the United
States to send warships to
monitor the worst -crisis in the .
Taiwan strait for decadcs re-
pOI'tB Reuter.
Washington nrder:d a sec- .
carrier — the nu-

five .or six support ships to join

the carrier Ind dence and
its battle fleet deployed near
Taiwan, the Wash on Post

clals as

In Taiwan. President Lee
Teng-Hui responded to China's
strofg-arm ‘moves to intimi-
date the ‘island ahead of its

today quoted US o

“first direct presidential elec-

tions on March 23, ng Bei-
ing was testing the nerves of
its 21 million people.

"Letme tell you all, the gov-
ernment. already has made.

Eg;nplct: preparations,” added
Lee does not advocate inde-

' E:endentc‘hﬂt his bid to raise

aiwan's diplomatic profile to
complement its economic dy-
namism has stung the com- .
munist leadership on the
mainland.

Asian stock markets nose-
dived, in part taking their cue -
from an related plunge on Wall |
Street but influenced by ten-
sion in the 220-km (137-mile) -
wide Taiwan strait.

. (Details on Page 8)

One killed as
BNP, AL clash
in Kishoreganj

KISHOREGANJ, Mar 11: A

young man was killed and sev- _
eral ple were injured in a_
gun battle between the sup-
porters of ruling BNP a.m:l np+
mvmageaum ?E?:nﬂ ab thana nf thq
district Fﬂdq'ageporu UNB. -

Witnesses said the fight be-
tween the rival groups of two
adjoining villages — Jagan-
nathpur and lika d —
Eu‘:an in the evening. Both

mhangad mn] dozen

Thc dl:ad waa iden ‘as
Ripon. 18, said to be an Awami
League activist.

Seriously injured Ratan. 25,
Asad, 35, a Miah, 35. and

'l Khokon, 27, were admitted to

Bhagalpur Hospital.

Paramilitary BDR
were dcployed in the area.




