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‘Mohiuddin meets
Huina

Chistagong C
Awami Le

Mohiuddin yester-
day met Sheikh Hasina at her
Dhanmendi residence imme-
diately after his release from
Dhaka Central Jail. Mohiuddin
wae arrested on February 28 in
Chittagong in the wake of anti-
nment agitation. His ar-
rest' erupted ad vio-
lence in the port city, reports

CGHH..LA. Mar 10

3 Cmilll-ﬂ { lr-
constituency sched-

uled for tomorrow has been

shifted. Accor to the dis-

trict election cials, the

election will now be held on

March. 13. reports UNB.

8 - T ;

Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry ’CH) has called an
" emergency  meeti of blUsj-
nessmen today to discuss the
country's - current situation.
The meeting, scheduled to
begin at 2 pm at the FBCCI
auditorfum, is expected to
take sormne decisions regarding
the businessmen's
responsibility. in such a
political situation that hit hard
the: economic activities.
reports UNB.

MANIKGANJ, Mar 10. A
primary school gir] was ab-
ducted from Kawalipara area of

Dhamrai thana at about 10 am

tpday. Police said some
unidentified men kidnapped

Salma Akhter, 11, while she
was ! to school. Salma is
the daughter of Ramijuddin of

Radhanagar village m Dhamrai
- tharia. reposts UNB.

Trial of Chun, Roh
begins today
SEOUL. Mar 1)) The mas-
sar re and mutiny trial of jailed
¢x presidents _hun Doo-Hwan
and Roh Tae Woo opens here
Monday in what the govern:
. 1nent calls righting the wmnga
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The countrys simmering
political crisis witnessed a sil-
ver ‘lining yesterday whcn
leaders of major political
ties responded to Presi cnt
Abdur Rahman Biswas's invita-
tion and met him in separate
groups at the Bangabhaban

yesterday. starting a process of

dia .
e meetings were held
with lcldcrl nf the Awami

Jamaal :r
ties represented in lhtr fth
Parliament.

Leaders’ of the ruilng BNP
are due to meet the President
today at 4:30 pm. .

Sources concerned said a

roundtable conference is likely
to be held shortly as a follow-
up of the two-day meetings
with the individual parties.
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By Staff Correspondent

Formal invitations were ex-
tended to the political parties
since Saturday night in phases
by the President following a
request from Prime Mimstcr
Begum Khaleda Zia on Friday.

The request was made in
view of the non-stop non-co-
operation movement by the
mainstream opposition who
called for resignation of the
present government. cancella-
e February 15 polls
and formation of a neutral
caretaker government for
holding general elections.
They said they would partici-
gatt in dialogue only if the

resident initiates it.

A Bangabhaban announce-
ment yesterday said that talks
with the President were held
in a cordial atinosphere. All
the leaders appreciated

President Biswas's initiapive for
resolving the political crisis
and said they would sincerely

cooperate with him in his en--

deavour in the greater interest
ef the nation.

The sources, however. said
that the President listened to
the demands and suggestions

- of the political leaders but did

not make any suggestions of
his own. He thanked them for
responding promptly to his in-
vitation and said that he would
try to resolve the crisis on the
basis of the opinions and s
gestions put forward by lg
political parties.

According to ﬂppusitiun
sources, the leaders submitted
to the President separate char-
ters of demands, common
among which were release of
the remaining political prison-

position leaders meet
President, place demands

ers, cancellation of
February 15 general elections.
resignation of the BNP gov-
ernment, formation of a care-
taker government in consulta-
tion with the political leaders
and holding of fresh general
elections within May.

Leaders of all the major par-
ties including the Awami
League, Jatiya Party and
Jamaat-e-Islami held separate
rallles before proceeding to
imeet the President. Later, they
all address rallies and held
separate press briefings.

News agencies add: Sheikh
Hasina led an 11-member Awa-
mi League delegation to the
talks. In the team were Abdus
Samiad Azad. Zullur Rahman.
Abdul Mannan., Abdul Momen.,
Begum Sajeda Chowdhury,

See Page 12 col 1
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BNP leaders meet
President today

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister and BNP
chief Begum Khaleda Zia alon
with her party's senior col-
leagues is scheduled to meet
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas at.the Ban;.,abhaban at

4,30 pm today.
This was said by Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan Joint

Secretary General of BNP and
Food and.Agriculture Minister
at the regular press briefing at
his Bailey Road official resi-
dence last night.

Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina along with her senior

party colleagues and leaders of .

the Jatiya Party. Jamaat-e-

Islami, \K/nrkers Party, Gano
Forum, Islami Oikya ote and
National Democratic Party sep-
arately met the President yes-
terday. The President had in-
vited these parties Saturday to
an 'open discussions’ to resolve
the long-drawn political im-
passe.

I

"We . received the
President's letter at around
noon today. The letter is ad-

dressed to the Prime Minhister -
| grievances, but did not make

and BNP chalrperunn
Khaleda Zia,” Mannan Bh
told the newsmen.
. Re to a question, the
BNP leader said Begum Zia is
expecfed to lead the BNP del-
egation to be composed of the
party’'s standing committee
members and some other se-
nior leaders including himself.
Asked about probable sug-
gestions his party at the
talks with the President,
Mannan Bhuiyan said, "Qurs
would be based on the three-
oint proposals the Prime
inister made in her March 3
address to the matien for re-
snlving \the crisis." :
Responding to another
question if his party would
make any fresh proposal as re-
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sold at Tk 600 a bag
kilogram in everywhe
notthern frontier district to-
tlagagumpi ng from Tk 525-550
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Hasina urges President

Promulgate ordinance

L U

for caretaker govt

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chiel Sheikh
Hasina yesterday requested the
President to promuilgate an
ordinance for a care-

taker government immediately
and to fix the date for holding
elections for the sixth Jatiya

%3& Zia is nothing but

an illegal Prime Minister after
February 21.
President that he had the legal
authority and therefore should
form a caretaker
through an ordinance by today
l&u )." Hasina told a rally at

Avenue after the

mectt with the President.
"Un our demands are
met, our

movement will mﬂnue." she
added.
wlth

of”
met the President at
at 1.25 pm and
2.45 The . n&ﬂnmund
pm. ﬂlllﬂ
T e 1
am
late at the haban on
seven rickshaws. escorted by
hundreds of AL activists,
Giving imm reaction
on the outcome ol the meeting
at the gate of bhaban
where over 60
waiting for hours, Amir
Hossain Amu sajd, "l can't sa
whether its' negative ar

tive npw We have p our

I have told the .

Iﬂtﬂ‘[’

-

e ; wete alrmou

demands to the President and
he listened.”

The meeting with. the
President. began with one
minute silence for the people
who*died in police firing in the
movement for caretaker gov-
ernment. Hasina thanked the
President for taking the inpitia-
tive for holding dialogue.

Hasina told the rally that
she urged the President to
take necessary stMps for
dqclnrh‘lcﬁ Prime nister

void on the ground of vio-
Iaﬂm of the Constitution.
Zia

She alleged that
had violated Article 71 of the

non-cooperation  Cohstitution by taking ocath as a

Metmnber of Parliament before
the results of the Feni-2 con-
stit1a . in which she
Hasina _the President
romul an ordinance
under Article 93 of the
.Constitution for forming a
r government with a
- neutral, non-partisan caretaker
Prime Minister.
During the meeting with
the President, Hasina was ac-

companied by AL Presidium .
members Airdm Sajeda
Chowdhury, Samad

were '+ Azad. lelur Rahman. Tofael

Ahmed, Mohammad Nasim.
Amir Hossain Amu. Abdul Jalil,
Abdul Hannan, Abdul Momen

See Page 12 col 6

“Farmers gherao DC, TNO |
offices for fertlhser

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR. Mar 10: Several
thousartd farmers from differ-
ent parts of the district
Commissi-
today and
submitted a memorandum de-
manding fertilizer ahd diesel
at fair .

" The protesters came to the
lown in processions and pa-
raded the ltru:t:

Latcr ciy held a rally
thqr blamed the ruling
party for the fertiliser crisis.

Urea and diesel are now
sold at double price,
farmers said that it will
affect Boro and Rabi [arming
badly. _

UNB adds: Urea fertiliser
of 50
re in the

Saturday, according to

farmers and fertiliser traders.

Prices ol fertilizer marked
al rise in recent

a phenomen
tfilﬂ in the northern districts.

Urea sold at Tk 400-300

in many places in
ngt the fac-
tory price of Tk 186.25. In the

wake of the price -spiral.
partly because of transporta-
tion problem, unrest is
brewing in the districts.

Also in Lalmonirhat dis-
trict, some 4,000 farmers
heraved the Kaliganj Thana
arishad bulilding today de-

. manding fertilizer at a [fair

price.
Thana Nirbahi Officer
Nazrul Islam assured the

farmers that the administra-
tion would take immediate ac-
tion to make available fertiliser
at fair price. ;

"~ The authorities allotied
2.000 metric tons of urea for
the district. But, according to
dealers, the requirement f[or
the district is 5, tons.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Railway: has made lpﬂﬂ?] a:'—
r t to transport ferti
1;-".:mm and foodgrains to
the remote - areas of the coun-

try. )

The Trgilway autherities
Sur onpeyolien| W
all s6 { the traims.
diesel. feodgrains and fer-

liliser, could safely reach their
destination.

aleda Zia's post null

ILEI.

istan.

.r e Lidad somnct
forward to.

the government's own
SOurces.
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Second day of non-coogeratlon

Thana gheraoed, clashes

with police in Mirpur

- By Staff Correspondent

At least 36 people received « the barricade in the evening a

bullet and bomb injuries in
sporadic incidents ol violence
in and around the city on the

§ ' second day yesterday of the

Awami League president Sheikh Hasina along with
other party leaders coming out of the Bangabhaban after
their meeting with President Abdur Rahman Biswas
yesterday.

KARACHI, Mar 10: Ajter a
day of riveting cricket and the
surprise elimination of Pak-
istan bv arch-rival |ﬂd1?. the
1996 World Cup is bouna to
finish not with a bang, but a
whimper, reports AP.

A Iront page headline [rom
the English-language news
per. The News said it all:
party is over, lor Pakistan.’

e absence of Pakistan
among the final, flour has al-
ready been felt throughout the
country.

And

in cricket-mad Fak:

which will host the
World Cup final on March 17,
il s just not the same without
the tean:.

said Big Bang
Communications Director Per-
vez Igbal of Pakistan's efforts
lo repeat its 1992 World Cup

to ook -

— Star photo

Championship. ‘There is noth-
ing to keep us motivated now.’

It's up to India or Sri Lanka
to keep the World Cup title tn
South Asia — no easy task
when (aced with tou sides
[rom Australia and South
Africa, which must first ad
vance from their quarterfinal
matches. )

South African skipper Han-
siec Cronje and his squad were
preparing for tomorrow's quar-
terfinal against a revived West
Indies side.

Traditional rivals Australia
and New Zealand. meanwhile.

match commencing at 10:00

(B8D

face injury problems going into
their quarterfinal.

Australian captain Mark
Tay.or s his 2d will have
no treuble’ in king all over
an inex nced New Zealand
side who are missing fast
howler Danny Morrison and all
roynder Gavin Larsen.

See Page 12 col 7

15 projects.involving Tk 1151cr okayed

The Executive Committee =

of the National Economic
Council (ECNEC] in a meeling
approved the
jpur medical colle
project at a cost of Taka 21.20
crore, r

250-bed Dina-
hospital

eports BSS.
The
the vyear
1998. Its cost will be met from
re-

* Finance Minister M Saifur
presided over the

meeting held in the secre-

tariat's cabinet room yesterday.

ECNEC also okayed the 4th
phase of the Expanded Pro-
gramime of Immunisation (EPI)
. project at a cost of Taka 410
crore. The ject aimed at
brin 90 cent of the
children of the country to-
talling 1.80 crore under EPI
coverage within the year 2000

The government of Bangladesh
will provide Taka 173 crore
for the project.

The meeting also approved
the Chittagong airport devel-

project scheduled to |
be completed by

opment project at a cost of
Taka 30 crore. The project is
an interim scheme which is a
part of the overall develop-
ment of the airport aimed at
Fruﬂdmg landing and take-off

ilities for the wide-bodied
aircraft. The project work is
expecied to be completed by
June 1997.

The registered nor gov-
ernmental primar_',r sche' . de-
velopment pro tcl also got
ECNEC aé;z—wa] at a cmi
of Taka crore. The prgjcrt
scheduled to be complete
June 2000 aimed at rtbuildin
and repair of 5000 registere

overnment primary
hooil throughout the coun-
try.

The Finance Minister di-
rected the concerned execut-
ing agencies to ensure effec-
tive use of the public money
Iakmg into consideration the

phic and soil condition
the warious parts ol the

c‘mmt
T’hr ECNEC meeting also

proved the "ideal village for
rchahilltating the landless fam-
illes" project at a cost of Taka
77 crore with a foreign aid of
Taka 41 crore which includes
a foreign exchange component
of Taka 10 crore. The project
aimed at creation of 1100 ideal
villages to rehabjlitate more
than 35 thousand landless
familes across the country
during the current financial
year,

ECNEC meeting alan
okayved the 4th rural dﬂrtl
nient project aimed at dev
opment. rehiabilitation .md
maintenance of rural infras-
tructure of 36 thanas under
ﬁr:attr Faridpur and Kurigram

istricts to increase agricul-

tural output and economic and
trade activities of these thanas.
The project involving a cost of

Taka 169 crore is expected 1o
be completed by this year,
Cyclome rehabilitation pro-
ject coveri the districts of
greater Noakhall, Chittagong
and Cox's Bazar districts was

by the ECNEC at a
aka 21.54 crore. The
cost of the project scheduled
ta be completed by 1996-97
will be provided by the Saudi
Arabia.

ECNEC meeti also ‘ap-
proved in principle to bring
the thana headquarters of the
country ur.der the gas distri-
bution network in p llcl un-

e ﬂvcgazglﬂm approved

the setting up of ll youth
training centres' prdject whlr:h
also included development and
finishing of remaining works of
the existing vouth centres of
the country. The pro -::t in*
volving a cost of T

is ted to be t‘l'.nd
expec compl hy

also oka
cost of

June
ECNEC also a seven
other projects. These are |

strengthening of the nuclear
agriculture research institute
at a cost of TaKa 19 crore.
Kurigram irrigation and flood

control project Ist phase at a

See Page 12 col 6
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opposition-launched non-co-
operation movement Aacross

| the country.

In Mirpur Section-2, cla-

| shes between police and Opp-

ositlon activists left at least 25

, E;pl: including nine mem-
! s ol the Jaw enforcing agen- -
cies injured.

When an opposition pro-
cession demanding release of

. some of their actjvists, ar-
' rested on

the previous _daj.r

was passing-by the Mirpur po

lice station’ '1t 11:15 am, a
werful bomb was exploded

side a pulice van, injur inﬁ

L 1w p-tﬂl k

h processionists - alsn
- the thqnadand all.aétnd
pelting stones an odin
crackers. witnesses a.ajdp -
Immediately. police started
lobbing tear gas shells and fir-
ing rubber bullets on the mob.
The clash lasted about to
hours till | pimm. One ansar per-
four constables, one
sergeant. and one sub-inspec-
tor were injured. police said.
Opposition activists put up
barricades in front of the Fire
Brigade training complex near
the police station.
hen pﬂlicr was r:mnvlng

"' tacked an Awami Leagu

- Mohiuddin freed

mob hurled bombs on the po-
licemen. Police re xnded by
Inbblnﬁ_tcar gas sh
armgate area, one

SOn was shnt in the le 5
BNP - activists allegedly at-
e {ALJ
procession at about 11: 3{] am,
witnesses said.

The AL
frnm the
near thc

by members o he aw
cnfurcin agencies.’ At that
time, a BNP procession com-
ing there from the opposite
direction suddenly .attacked
the AL procession. opening
[ire from cut rifles and throw-
ing crackers, r rta said.

urunnabi (35),
. was sm

in the inci-
M%H uther
ceived minor injuries.

Later, as the BNP proces-
sion returned to its earlier
position under the overbridge,
police lobbed a number of tear
ﬁ“ shells on the activists am:l

rsed them.

wo bus passengers.
- Moazzem (17) and Halima,,
were Jnjured at Dholaipar nnd
Demra when bombs weére
thrown on the buses they were
traveling in at 3 pm and 6 pm.
Both of them were admitted to
the DMCH.

EeermCola

~ession co
irport arf.a was.

Iil::c

By Staff Correspondent

Three opposition leaders
detained under the Special
Powers Act (SPA) were re-
leased from jail yesterday, ac-
cording to their family mem-
bers and jail officials.

Jatlya Party Secretary Gen-
eral Anwar Hossain Manju,
Awaml League culture Sec-
retary Begum Matiya Chowd-
hury and AL leader and Mayor
of Chittagong City Corpo
ABM Mohiuddin Chnwdhury
were released.

Manju was released from
Kushtia jdil at about 12:45 pm
and returned to Dhaka last
night. On his way back in alprb
vate vehicle — a banner fas-
tened with it reading
‘Journalist'— the JP Secretary
General reportedly addressed
six roadside rallies at various
places. He also addressed the

Har ¢ .ouneil umuhﬂm al Kush-
tia.

Matiya Chowdhury and Mo-
hiuddin were released from
the Dhaka Central Jail in the
evening.

The JP Secretary General,

" Tejgaon in the city.

ration”

protest in the port

also the owner cditnr uf the
Daily Ittefaq, was arrested on
February 24 night from near
while re-
tuming from the Banani JP of-
fice. He was’later jailed under
a one-month detention.

Matiya was also arrested on
February 24 from in front of
the Bangladesh Seeretariat.
The Hi?’l Couit Division on
March 7 declared the deten-
tion of Matiya Chowdhury as
illegal and made without lawful
authority, and ordered the
government to release her if
she is not "vanted in any other
case. '

The Chittagong Mayor was
arrested from his office on
February 28. Mohiuddin
Chowdhury's arrest sparked off
widespread violence and
city:

These releases of political
:F:?:H came on the wake of a

i m initiated by
the lg":l:icgn a request
from the Prhnt Hlnilter on
Friday last.

'2Sn'a]ganjBCLleaders

succumb to injuries

SIRAJGANJ. Mar 10: Two
more people died from bullet
injuries suffered m the BDR

firing- during repolling on
MB]’E%I 6 i F§l nn thana of

the diatﬂcl rtpn NB.
Chhatra League Itndcm Ma-
sud Rana and Jasmat suc-

cumbed to their injuries at Ra-
“!:hﬂhi Medical College Hospital
saturday night. Their bodies

- were brought to their village
hémes at Chandalkona this

morning.

With these, tht death toll
from the Bhuiyagati firing rose
lo 4. Ananda Mohanta died .on
way to a H tal on the
day while Golam Bulbul
died the following day.

Two more injured
Shafiqul Islam and Zla — were
today sent to Dhaka in critical
itien.

A heart rending scene was
created when the bodies of
Rana and Jasmat were brought

| to Chandaikona. Thousands of

following

pcolplc thrn there to have
deceased stu-
;lrnu

Later, namaj-e-janaza for
them was held at the

handaikona College
Thousands of mourners at-

tended the funerals.

Meanwhile, repoling in
Sirajganj-1 (Kazipur) con-
stituency scheduled for tomor-
row has been postponed. ‘

Accorcding to the district
election officials, the election
to the constituency postponed
a flerce cla

twéen Awami League B?f;
activists in the that
left at lgast nl_pﬁﬁwd.

Witnesses said trouble
erupted in front of the DC of-

ﬂ:tm the htlm ac-
sts staged a protest
repolling. in Sirajganj-1

(Kazipur) constit uency.
said a group of armed
BNP activists lll.lcked the

See Page 12 Col 2
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Preszdent gave a

said nothz_ng

By Staff Correspondent

‘ Snm:'ﬂgpumtiun leaders
who met President Ahdur
Rahman Biswas yesterda

Banﬁahahan said that the ead
of the state gave them a pa-
-tient hearing to their

any comment.

The leaders of the Gppusia
tion were also expecting an-
other round of the meetin
with the President in a shor
time, after his scheduled
meeting with leaders uf the
ruling BNP.

Mohammad Nasim. thc Or-
Eanl&ing Secretary of Awami,

eague who accompanied
Sheikh Hasina to the meeting
said that the President did not
make any comment on their
demands put forward before
him. According to him, the
President gave them a very pa-
tient hearing.

Moudud Ahmed. presidium
member of the JP, said that
the President was quite re-
sponsive "and heped that it

See Page 12 col 8

President assures
JP of helping
find solution

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Party Acting Chair-
man Mizanur Rahman Chowd--
hury sad the President assured
them of using his good offices
in finding a solution to the
long-drawn political deadlock
in the country.

. Emerging from the meeting
with President Abdur Rahman
Biswas held at Bangabhaban

.yesterday, Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury, however, said that
_the mon-cooperation meve-
" ment would continue till the
installation of a non-party
caretaker government.

To a question of the news-
men, whether. they might
rt:fuar.- an further meetin
with the President if the J
chairman and former presi-
dent HM Ershad was not re-
Ieaaed he said, "I did not say
so."

chlying to a question
whether he se¢s any possibility

B B .| H g

Thc neeting scheduled to
begin at 12:00 noon, took
lace at around 3:00 pm and
asted for about 40 minutes.

. During .the meeting with.
the President Chowdhury was
accompanied by presidium
members Moudud Ahmed,
Shah Moazzam Hossain. Kazi
Zafar Ahmed. hesides Shamim
Al- Hamun and Monirul Huq
Chowdhu

The J leaders went to
meet the President on rick-
shaws as the second day of the

See Papge 12 Col ¢ '

Jamaat hopetul
about success
of talks with

President

Jamaat-e-Islami yesterd
requested the President to
immediately form a caretaker

overnment to hold fresh -
iamentary election for the 6th
Parliament by mid-May, re-
ports UNB.
* The party also called for
cancellation of the February 15
“farcical” election, stopping
lling where election re-
ts were ed and res-
ignation of Prime Minister
m Khaleda Zia.

A Jamaat delegation made
the request when it called on
President'' Abdur Rahman
Biswau at Bangabhaban, re-

ponding to his initiative to
end the country's staggfﬁng .
political crisis.

During an hour-long meet-
ing from 4 pm. delegation
leader Maulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami, the Jamaat, secretary
general, lained the current
political situation.and the ne-
cessity of a caretaker govern-
ment to conduct future polls
fi and fairly.

irzami to]d the President
that he should promulgate an -
rdinanee within the shortest
-time, form a caretaker
overnment and announce
resh date for election to the
6th parliament. "“if he
(President) wants to see his

See Page 12 Col 2

- GF's suggestion
to President

-Gono Forum last night sug-
ested to President Abdur
hman Biswas to consult
with three former chief jus
tices to find out ways and
means for resolving the cur-
rent political impasse, reports
BSS. - ‘
The Gano Forum leaderd led
by its president Dr Kamal Hos-
sain put forward their su :
tion when they met the i-
dent at ban.
The | s also
their unanimity with the views
of other opposition parties to
hold elections under a care-

leaders ' included
Bhatuchnﬂ . Saifudd
Manik, Hﬂltah Mohs

Huntu Maj Gen (retd) Khalilur

mmm and Noorjahan Mor-

4

£ |



