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| BUP survey shows
71.2 pc for polls under
~ caretaker govt

A

. A total of*71.2 per cent of
respondents in an opinion
survey felt that a free and fair

election was sible only un-
der a neutral caretaker gov-
ernment.

The survey also revealed
that 21.2 per cent of those in-
terviewed felt that there was
no alternative but to complete
the Februa 15 election for
;llﬂholdlqg the constitutional

Igntm.

*But 47.5 per cent said
there were other gptions and
31.4 per cent rﬂ‘ralnlnlz_ld rn:::lr:
giving an nion on the polls.
: Cnndlrctoep.d by a leading pri-
vate research organisation,
adesh Unnayan Parishad
(BUP) under the supervision of
economist Dr Qazi Khaliquz-
zanman Ahmed, the opinion poll
was conducted in 15 Junfa’
Sai d constituencies 13 in
Dhaka. and one each

Gazipur and Narayanganj.
Fifteen thousand people

in

" from a cross section of society
were interviewed for the
opinion survey.

Slxlye&hl point 3 per cent
said the election was a shame
as most major political parties
did not participate in fit.

. On the implications of the
February 15 election, 82.7 per
cent saild it was pushing the
country towards a grave crisis.
Sixty three point 4 per cent
said the way the election was
handiegd proved the valjdity of
the demand for non-part
caretaker government while
16.1 per cent did not re

In response to a question as

conflict
said. the government's demo-
cratic image
fected by arrests.

Commission- (EC). 62.5
cent said it had failed to en-
sure neutrality while 22.7
cent said its conduct was fair
The rest refrained from giving
replies. '

‘most affected are agr

nd. -

“—.

Pak-Egypt

accord to

By Staff Correspondent

to how the impasse could be
resolved,
the rull:?' and the o
parties

tlement. To another question,
68.7
President should send a refer-
ence to the Supreme Court

92.1 per cent said
positidh
ould come to a set

per cent said the

about
tion.

On the arrest of political
leaders, 82.2 per cent said it
was accentuating the political
and 74.5 per cent

the February 15 elec-

was adversely af-
Asked if they would su t
'86.7

a military government.

~ per cent replied in the nega-
tive while 9.5 per cent re-
frained from giving opirions.

About the Election

per

About the impact of the po-
litical impasse on the economy
. 97.6 per cent said it had se-
rious adverse impact.
A(‘::urdl‘:_}g to them the sectors

iculture
(25.1 per cent), industrial
production (23 per cent), buy-
ers and sellers &c ‘9 per cent).
development activities (10.6

r cent). export and import
6.5 per cent), foreign in-
vestment (4.4 per cent), for-
eign aid (4.4 per cent) and
garmemnts industry (3.5 per
cent).

combat violence

CAIRO. Mar 9: Pakistan and
Egypt signed an accord today
on combating political violence

and drug smuggling. reports
Reuter.

The tian interior min-
istry said in a. statement
Pakistani interinr minister

Naseerullah Babar, who arrived
in Ea}m on Friday. and his
EF‘yptan counterpart Hassan

-Alfi agreed oh exchanging
.expertise and daia to foil
"organised and intcrnatpnal
crime.” '

The Egyptian government,.
which has for thg past four

years been battling Islamic
militants, aiming to overthrow

' Shop owtier beaten
to death in city

By Staff Correspondent

As owner at Bangabazar,
reportedly beaten up by a.
ronp of extortionists near
alitola in the old part of the
city Friday. died at the Dhaka -
Medical College Hospital

(DMCH) yesterday. :
.~ Manik Miah, 25, son of Ali
Sarder of Suritola, was picked
up by a gang of about five ex-
tortionists from Bangabazar
Friday night after he refused to
give toll. "
- The gang took Manik near
Chitra Mahal cinema hall un-
der. Kotwali thana and as-
saulted him severely. He suc-
cumbed to his injuries at
around 6 am yesterday. How-
ever, police could not confirm
the incident. :

President
hosting o
ternational one-day summit
which will touch on tefrrorism.

tries
Islamabad that their nationals
who fought to oust the former
Soviet Union from Afghanistan
were using Pakistan as a base
to wage their war against their
- governments and
with purist Islamic ones.

ing 60

sni Mubarak. is
Wednesday an ih-

Egvpt and other Arab ecqun-

ave been ecomniplaining to

Three Egyptian Muslim

militant groups claimed re-
sponsibility last November for
the bomb attack which blew up

t's cmbasa{ in Islamabad,
16 people

and wound-

Pakistani Foreign Minister

Ahmad Ali said on a visit to
Cairo last December that his
country
militants to Egypt and re-
ported cooperation in investi-
gations to reveal the identity
those behind the November 19
bombing.

had handed over 10

of

ME crisis
From Page 1
name of more effective com-
mon decision-making.

At one end of the spectrum,
Britain is virulently. op to
any further Lransfgr of powers
to Brussels. At the other, Bel-
gium, Luxembourg and the
Netherlands n-v- Aeclared
their intention to push for EU
institutions to be given major
new roles in fording a common
European foreéign policy and
coordination the battle against
cross border crime.

replace them

Khaleda Chmbs down

- From Page 1 :
ing Lo compromise instead of
carrying on the coullict.

It Is to see a demonstration
of the same spirit that we now
turn to the oppesition. It must
also, for the sake of the coun-
try. its poor millions and for
the sake of the economy which
ts on the verge of collapsing,
come* forward to COMPRO-
MISE.

For. too long our political
parties have thought of ‘com-
promise’ amounting to defeat,

and thus they shunned even a -

hint of it. Begum Zia's climb
down -— howevér late, and
here let us not mince words, it
is devastatingly and almost
unforgivably late — should set
the tone for a totally new
litical spirit that will help us
build and not destroy our
country, .

Let us examine where we
stand as for the issues that
+have been dividing us for the
last several’
agreements:

a) on non-party government
to supervise all elections in the
future; - - '

- b) on next elections being
held the 'soonest' (opposition
suggests May '96)

c) that dialogue will be held
at the initiative of the Presi-
dent.

t on the above is-
* sues is a very significant ad-
vances in our political debate,
and should in no way be un-
derestimated as to their signif-
icance. .
- The guestions that remain
" to solved are:

a) when :ia_ct_ly will “the

. next election be held:

b) when will the non-party

gavernment be formed;
c} when will Begum Zia's

gwjrnment hand over power
govern-

that non-party
ment;

Vifiating the debate on the

three above issues is the ques-

“ icably solved, and

years. We have

‘tion of the va:hdit].r of the 15

February election, and. the
consequent legitimacy of the
sixth parliameént. Failure 1o
adhere to the Constitutional
rovisions that elections to all
seats will have to be com-
pleted within 90 days after the
dissolution of the last parlia-
ment (elections in 10 of them
not being held at all within
that time frame), has added. a

+ whole new dimension to the
“'legitimacy debate'. These, we

think. are very serious ques-
tions, and ones that should
not be glossed over, either for
the.sake of a quick solution-or
for the sake ol convenience for
all or 'any of the contesting
parties, .

So. the bottom line is that
many questions have been am-
yet many

fundamental ones remain.

- However. we would like to ar-

gue that for no reason should
the dialogue process be de-
layed any further. The epposi-
tion must respond positively to
the invitation by the President
and should starl the process of
nhegotiations on all the above
points. There should hot be
any precondition for the start-
ing of the talks now.

The timing of the resigna-
tion of the BNP government
may, we think,
bling block to the starting-of
the negotiations. Here we
would like to argue that since
BNP has already pledged elec-
tion in the 'shortest' possible
time, and the opposition has
suggested May '96 (within 60

days or slightly more), some .

early date for resignation
should rot *be difficult to find.
But for an amicable agreement
on that Issue, dialogue is the
best. and the only process. In

fact: the faster the dialogue
 starts, the earlier can be the
resignation of the BNP
ernment.
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Police preventing photo journaiists from entering the Secretanat

¥

after two bombs exploded in the area.

From Page |
Rickshaws were on the roads
since morning.

In Chittagong. three per-
sons including a boy were
killed, in separate clashes at
Pahartali. Nazirhat and Sand-
wip + Over 20 people were
ijured in the clashes.

_ Cargo handling and delivery
of goods at the post remained
suspended despite a minister's
elforts to keep the port opera
tive as the stevedores an rt
workers abstained from duty.

Nizam Uddin, a motor-
garage worker was fatally in-
jured in a cross-fire when
some activists of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal and Chhatra
League were locked in a gun-
battle over possession of a
meeting venue at Pahartali
Alanker cinema crossing at
about 3 pm, police said. He
died at the Chittagong Medica!
College Hospital I'gM(g’Hl.

Ten ple were injured in
the guntight that continued for
about two hours from 2-30 pm.
Scores of bombs were also
blasted during the clashes and
chase and counter chase.

The injured persons were
admitted tg the CMCH and dif-
ferent clinics in the city.

The clashing groups dis-
persed after police intervened.

Abu Taher, a Chhatra
activist, was gunned down al-
legedly by some Chhatra Shibir
activists at noon in front of
Jankar Cinema hall at Nazirhat
under Fatikchhari thana, po-
lice said. Taher was talking to
his friends when the nmen
suddenly arrived. shot him and

away. police added.

An unidentified bov. aged
about 12 years. died on the
spot when he was caught in a
crossfire during a ' guntight be-
tween some Awami League and
BNP activists at' Musapur vil-
lage under Sandwip thana at
about 2-30 pm, police said.
The boy was a passerby.

Five persons were injured
in. the gunfight. They were
rushed to Sandwip health
complex.

A police constable was in-

| jured when a patrol team came
. under bomb attack by Opposi-
tion activists at Sadarghat area

lice
wWas

at about 10 am today,
said. The injured constab

rushed to the hospital.

Bomb were also blasted by
Opposition. activists at An-
derkilla crossing. Lalkhan
bazar, Fakirhat jetty no. 3.
Agrabad. Chowmuhani, Momin
road and Chawk Bazar area.

Most of the offices both
public and priyate. shops and
markets. business centres re-
mained closed on the first day
of non-cooperation here. All
niotorised vehicles stayed off

| the roads as pickets were ac-
[ tive,

| at

Police force were deployed

most of the places of the

| city.

] R

BSS adds. Biman sources
said all its scheduled flights to
and from Chittagong operated

as usual and the load was also |

normal. |
Railway sources said. some

of the inter-city trains left
Chittagong station for different
destinations but those were
intercepted by pickets who ei-
ther uprooted rail track or put
up barricade at several points.

In Dhaka city, scores of
vehicles were damaged at
Mohakhali, Mirpur, Farmgate,
Bangabandhu Avenue, Tejgaon,

- Sayedabad. Arambagh and

.some other places. At least

...........
e

Three killed in Ct

two vehicles were set ablaze.
one at Uttara and the other

near the Dhaka University.

Commercial and business
centres remained closed. The
government owned banks re-
mained open but there was re-
portedly no transaction. Pri-
vate banks and business
houses, however, remained
closed.

Witnesses said two rful
bombs went of within the
premises of the Secretariat at
around 10:30 am.

One Abdur Rahim. a gov-
ernment employes was injured
in one*of the hlasts

Clashes between pro and
anti-government activists took
place at Mahakhali at around
noon. Clash between the rival
activists sparked.

Al least 10 people were in-

'{urtd at Mohakhali when po

ice lobbed tear gas shells to
disperse pro and anti-govern-
ment activists. The clash en-
sued when some ruling party
activists passing in a bus
hurled two bombs. The Oppo-
sition activists' damaged the
bus and clashed with them.

" At Mirpur Section-10 police
and Opposition activists were
locked in a four-hour clash
from about 7-30 am hﬂ““&i at
least 20 people injured. Police
lobbed tear gas shells to dis-
perse the : .

There was chase and
coun:ter chase between police
and Opposition activists at
Bangabandhu Avenue. Paltan,

Motijheel. Shahbagh, Top-
khana Road and bazar ar-
eas. Police lob tear gas

shells at. Paltan. Police tear-
gassed tion activists as
they tried to retaliate an attack
by a group which came from in
front of the National Press Club

in a minibus at about 12-30

pm.

According to
agency. a bridge nean Fulibitla
on the Dhaka-Aricha highway
was partially damaged in a
powerful bomb rxpﬁmiun at
about six in the moming. The
bomb made a hole at the mid-
dle of the bridpe making it
unusable.

At least 40 woman gar-
ments workers were injured
when seven buses heading to-

20 litres of free
fuel for buses

plying in city
Star Report
The government will give
20 litres of fuel free of cost to
buses plying in the city during
the Oppasition's non-coopera-

tion, movement. it was leant
here yesterday. :

.Compensation will also be .
~ given for damage to vehicles by

pickeis.

A
seen queuing for fuel at a fll-
ing sfation near the Rajarbagh
Police Line yesterday. Most of
the buses belonged to a gov-
ernment backed {transport

owners association and plied

in inter-district roytes, some
of the drivers confided to this
correspondent.

It was gathered from them

that at least 150 vehicles were
brought on the roads following
pressure from the associalion,
When asked they said drivers
will not be given any extra re-
muneration for the service
during the hon-cooperation
movement. Y i

* district AL

LUNB news -

said.

number of buses were .

e

yesterday morning .
— Star photo

wards the Export Pr sing
?m: at 'ﬂ::r came u o at-
lac (s at arhat at
7 nml?yﬁr 30 vrmlcl were
da at Savar .Bus Stand
and at Jahangimagar Univer-
sity area wherp "at least 50
people were injured. the news
agency said.

Our correspondent re-

ed [rom Moulvibazar that

tion 144 was imposed in
the district town for an indef-
inite period from yesterday
afternoon after ruling party ac-
livists clashed with Awami
League activists and burnt the
district AL office.

Al least 25 people including
{ and whi
of the tlon in the Fift
Parliament Azizur Rahman
were injured in the clash.

Our correspondent re-.
ported from Ki egan) that
the authorities clam Sec-

tion 144 at Nikli thana' head-
quarters from 1| pm till mid-
night last. night aflter some
governmemt olflices were ran-
sacked and clashes belween
rival political activists left at
least a dozen injured.
- Our Stalf Correspondent
reported f(rom . Sylhet that
Chhatra 'Ledgue activists ran-
sacked the Sub-Register's of-
lice at Gowainghat thana head-
quarters.

In another incident. 10

ple “rﬁ injwred in a clash
wiween BNP and AL activists
at Balaganj thana. :

BSS reports fram Netro-
kona: At least fifteen e
including twelve police men
were injured when several
hund Opposition activists
went on ram at the deputy
commissioner’'s office here,
pelting stones and loding
cocktails tndilcﬂmin:gy.

The tion activists, as
part of their non-cgoperation
movement, gheraoed the
deputy commissioner's odffice
and attempted. to enter it
forcibly. | '

- The window panes of the
deputy commissioner's office
and district accounts office
were broken by brick bats of
the Oppositien activists. A
number of brickbats landed iIn-
side the office room of the

deputy commissioner, but the

deputy commissioner was un-

Police fired rubber bullets,
lobbed tear gas shells and re-

i
|

1

}

sorted to lathi charge to dis- -

perse the mob, police source

UNB reports frem Kha-
grachhari: At least five Opposi-
tion activists were jnjured In
attack during picketing at
Matira yesterday, S

The injured. said to be the
activists of Awami and
its student front, were admit-
ted to the Khagrachhari sadar
hospital and the Matiranga
thana health complex.

UNB reports from

Jhenidah: Opposition activists

attacked several
establishments in

overnment
iganj and

Moheshpur thanas of the dis-

trict. yesterday.
itnesses said in Kaligan
thana offices of TNO. AC (Lan
and Poursabha came under at-
tack by the Opposition activists
while in Moheshpur the TNO
office was attached. L
UNB reports from in Sira-
ganj: Some 20 JCD activists
were lngur:d when a group of

Jatiya. Party workers allefqdl
attacked thzn_: at about 1 mg X

yesterday.

PR E

: s e

An old man running away when
| the Jatiya Press Club yesterday.

police lobbed tear gas shells to disperse pickets in

front of

— Star photo
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A group ol prolessionals and
intellectuals yesterday urped
the ruling party and the oppo-
sition to sit for dialogue and
resolve the prevailing political
crisis. reports UNB.

In a statement. 12] teach-
ers, journalists., physicians.
lawyers. former diplomats,
agriculturists. engineers and
cultural activists urged the
politicians ta avoid clash and
confrontation., and go for
peaceful solution of the politi-
cal preblem through discus-

sion.
Th congratulated both
the ruling and opposition par-

ties for requesting the Presi-

, dent ,to convene a meeting of

the political parties, and
called upon them not to et
this initiative {aifl.

The signatories to the
statement include Prof Yajud-
din Ahmed, Dr Mahububullah,
Advocate Abdul Wadud Khan-
daker, Reazuddin Ahmed.
Amanullah Kabir, Prof Aminul
Islam, Javed Iqbal, Prof Mus-
tahidur Rahman. Profl Yusuf
Haider, Prof Saidur Rahman.
Ashrafuddin Ahmed Ujjal, Ari-
ful Haq, Roushan Jamil. Selim
'Omrah Khan , Ahmed Zaman
Chowdhury, Wahid Sadik, Sub-
ash Datia, Gazi Majharul An-
war. Chashi Nazrul Islam. Bar-
rister Mohammad Ali, Dr Ta-
req Shamsur Rahman, Babuna
Foyez. Prof Salumullah Khan.
Shamim Shikder, Shahnaj
Rahmatullah. Prof Mahfuzur

Rahman and Profl Mobashwer

Al
- Repolling in
- Sirajganj-I

tomorrow .
SIRAJOANJ, Mar 9 Repo-
IIH in B2 ;:antrn of Sirajgani-
:Lﬂpur constit
again been fixed iuru:!'llf'trh la;
The lleciiun Commission

sources said ling In the
not be held

"muhﬂmhmﬁuﬂ

did not reach there due

o road t up by
the _ f..‘i .
Meanwhile. the H::
post the result of the
arliamentary election of
rajgany-4 (Ullapara) as inde-
ndeit candidale Shamsul

Alain (iled a complaint with
the Commission against the

| rul’::ﬁ candidate.
pl.rl"{mu“ has fixed

the of the complaini at
12:30 pm ow. .,
The repolling in
a constituency was heild
on Friddy. According to uno-
fficial sources, BNP candidate
Akbar Ali
election. -
Sources said in some
17 cenires of the Ullapara
constituency . was not held
while one ballot was cast
at the Ali College centre.
Meanwhile. A ‘gayebana
Janaza’ was held in Sirajganj
town this morning for those
killed en Marech 6 while

resisting . repplling in the ' (\oeq during the 6 am to 12

n communica-
traffic were
its front organi-

Chhatra League and

Injured AL
~activist -
dies at DMCH
By Staff Corréspondent

An Awami ctivist,
who sustained bullet injuries
during a rally on March 7
at u Aventue in the
city. died at the Dhaka Medical
Cailege Hospital (DMCH) yes-
terday ; g

Atahar Ali Mollik, 45, son of
ate Abdul Goni Mollik of

azirpur, Pirojpur, received
fatal wounds in his head when
unidentified gangs burled
crackers and fired several
gunshots at the AL rally in the
aftermoon. - .

-The body was sent to the *; Rafiqul Islam Benu

DMCH morgue for autopsy. A
case has been f{filed with
‘Motijheel thana in this regard.

2 die in trawler

capsize

CHANDPUR, Mar 9: Two
passengers died and 20 others
were injured in a trawler cap-
size in the river Meghna near
Muladi thana of Barisal district
op Friday, reports UNB. '

The trawler ‘'MV Amena’
bound for Muladi, with 40
devotees who were on way to
attend Charmonai Peer's Waj
Mahfil from Chandpur ghat,
capsized in the afternoon.

The p of a nearby
boat rescued ur Rob Gazi,
70, of Baharia village in Sadar

thana and Hazrat Ali. 21, a
madrassah student, in an un-
conscious state. Later the at-
tending doctor declared them
clead.

The trawler loaded with the
devotees from Chandpur at 11
am capsized 40 krh south off
the district as the driver lost
its control, the passengers
said.

All the remainintf aASSern-
gers were rescue g_f the
nearby boat passengers and the
infjured were admitted to the
Muladi hospital.

City AL demands
cancellation of
Feb 15 polls

Leaders of the City Awami
League yesterday demanded
the cancellation of “farcical
February 15 election™ and
fresh polls under a neutral
caretaker government. reports
UNB.

Addressing a rally st the
Banfuhnndhu Avenue the City
AL leaders said they would
welcome President's initiative

for government-Opposition
dialogue on caretaker issue if
the Prime Minister joined fl

after her resignation

was leading in the

34 US aircraft to patrol
exclusive zone over S Iraq
AMMAN, Mar 9: Thirty-four US combat aircraft to {Je de-

ployed soon in Jordan will take part in patrolling the air
exclusion zone over southern Iraq,

pers here
today. Information Minister Marwan a:uhcr, who

ac-

cmnpunym% I{lni Hussein on a visit, to the United States, told
the that t

planes “will
r Southern Iraq.” reports AFP.

tions

out surveillance opera-

l lace between

Rail link disrupted

.]“mr.: Page 1

Kulaura and

mchal as fish plates of the were removed at

track were removed. railway
sourees said here. None was
injured in the accident.

In another incident, the
engine and two wagons of a
oods train derailed as 126

 leet rail track was removed at
' a place between Suryanager

. and Belgachi .
- DppoﬂﬁmmMujm

people, raised barricades.
wed off rail tracks, uprooted
fish plates at different places
besides ransacking some rail-
way stations and forcing the
em out.
overnent of trains came to
a virtual halt from mid—dng and
no ‘train could leave Dhaka,

Rajshahi, Chittagong am’ Syl-

' het stations,

Al the counters at the Kam-

lapur station were found vacant

and there was none to answer
queries from anxious passen-
gers swarming there. :

All the five imter-city trains
which left Kamlapur station in

r

&
.
'

raised barricades at Tongl.
Portions of the rail tracks

points be-
tween Bausi and Kenduabazar
near and between
Gunabati and Hasanpur near
Feni. o

Staff members of railwa
control rooms at Pahartali. Ra-
jshahi and Lalmonirhat and at
Dewanganj, Kishoreganj and

. stations were jorced
out their of offices by the

ﬁthﬂhﬂﬂom' ked the

Fatulla station and set fire to
ppers on the tratk.

| HtE;ib wants PM

to quut

JSD mﬂed 1!“' Ahduruw Rab.
ur' -

Teon o b riane s
and cancellation of the Febru-
ary 15 polﬂl; to provide tl'tl:
wt \“ﬂ{t,' ;
take “a su | initiative”

for the dialogue, re-

' In a statemnent, Rab said

the morning were halted at Prime¢ Minister's request to

DSE

r;-ﬂnhel the zc;uﬂrr:nﬁ crisis.
From Page 1 m: have to
'llﬂl?ﬂﬂl‘l increased. . w’“'* the dialogue. e
All share price index rose : ;
by 4.21 points to 796.81 Mannan
points at the closing of the TR O
week Thursda frmmun pre- From Page 1
vious weeks 7&16& points. Food and iture Minister
The market capitalisation Sald "we have already con-
increased by Tk 27.44 crore to - ceded®to many things. They
Tk 5192.10 crore last week, demanded a caretla -
froth the previous weeks Tk ernment and we to
5164.66 crore. that, they wanted early elec-
; sn'lnf' 572 kl..;:ug. ';‘:'E ltl:Pl. which again, we H_l‘l_‘l,'ed
r .“ m (] . 9 . L) ' ' Ny
gainers and 247 losers, © .. When asked if it is a sign of
An average of 1.30 lakh the weakness of BNP that it
shares worth Tk 2.16 crore Was to the Opposi-
exc bhands dally during . tion nds one after an-
the week. BT . other: Bh replied . in the
A total of 7 lakh and 84 negdative, L we want is .a

. thousand sharés and deben-

e

- district Awami

\

tures worth Tk |
traded lgst week. -

AL observes hanal
at Kishoregany
REGANJ, Mar 9: A

Kl

- the Cantonment and Ai .
stations in the city as :

hall-day hartal called by the

served here pea

was ob-
ully today

demanding punishment to the
killers of its two leaders. re-

ports UNB.

Mills, factories, government

offices as well as shops and
business establishments were

noon hartal
tions and vehicular
off the road,

" The AL and
sations -

Juba League - held a rally in

the town this moérning: de-
pensation to the
dis-

manding con
familjes of the killed of

irict AL leader Sohrabuddin
and Chhatra League leader Sir-

ajul Islam Mia.

BCL leader Sirajul Islam

" Miah was allegedly killed by

the JCD aclivists recently
BDR personnel killed

while

- Sohrabuddin on March 7.
The meeting also decided

|

|

F

to hoist patv flag halfmast and
wear black badges in the next

' three days.

A meeting was also held at
the thana sadar
rotest of the killings. Jubo
cague General Secretary

Benu who was arrested by
the members of law enforcing
agencies during countrywide
illegal arms recovery drive on

freminc: in

mm1

"~ Jannary 22. was released on

 _bail from district jail

on Friday.

India

L]
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Raju took one each.
Akram opted out of
Pakistan's first match on

- Indian soil in seven years, with

a strained back muscle sus-
tained in the previous match
against New Zealand. -

‘It was a big disappo
ment missing the match,”
Akram said. "l togk two injec-
tions in the morning, but the
pain refused to go away.

"My level of fithess was in
doubt. There was no point in
Ejaylng the match and being a

irden on my team.” he said.

. Stand-in captain Aamir Sohail

. li
Eﬁagf ol 230 nrn%xre in 46

lost the toss and the Indians
took advantage of Akram's ab-
sence to cane the depleted
Pakistani attack in perfect
batting conditions. :

India. stru at one
overs, hammered 57 runs In
the final four overs to sel
Pakistan the tough victory tar-
gt

Ajay Jadeja blasted a quick-
fire 45 off 2% balls with four
boundaries and two sixes in
the slog overs before becoming
Wagar Younis' 200th one-day
victim in the final over.

Sidhu and the in-form
Sachin Tendulkar gave India a
flying start by putting on 90
for the first wicket by the
22ndd over.

Tendulkar. the prelimina
Er.afurs highest scorer wit
427 runs. made an unusually
sedate 31 before he was
bowled by Akram's replace-
ment Ataur Rehman

Batting with a runner in the
later part of his innings be-
cause of cramps Sidhu was
bowied by leg-spinner Mus

int-

the Presidernt for ta the
initiative for dialogue between
the opposition parties and the
ruling party is not enough to

. Asked whether the O -
tion demand for

. the February 16 was
an one, the BNP

leader ‘said No. If the "poll is

cancelled, then how will be biil
lor varetuker ‘government be -

 Prominent '
.citizens -~ .,

i

By Staff Correspondent | |
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Promipent’ tﬂﬂn&ut
hold a m i
naf square { to protest the
.government's _ -
sive ‘actions
COLMTIY. :

In a statement yesterday
they said, the anti-people ac- -
tivilies of the government in

- the name of elections have not .
only caused endless sorrows |
and sufferings ol the people
but are also pushing the couh-
try’ll_;:'wnrdanmﬂﬂr. -

ey demanded ecancelling
ithe Febr@iary 15  election,

- forming.a non-party caretaker
gevernment and releasing all

political ;
The signatories to the
statement. include Begum Sufla

Kamal, Shawkat Osman. Pro-

fessor Kabir Gho-tﬂnﬂ-:::
rister Aminul Islam,

"Gaziul Huq. Major General
(rtd). C R Dutta, Syed Shamsul
Hogque. Professor ATM Zalirul
Huq. Ramendu Majumder,
Ferdousi Majumder. Hasem
Khan, Asaduzzaman Noor, Sha-_
hrier Kabir and Barrister

Shafig Ahmed.

-

htaq Ahmed in the 37th over
when just seven short of his
sixth one-day century.

Younis. the other half of
Pakistan's deadly pace duo.

took his 199¢h and 200th one-
day. wickets b removing
ruddin and Jadeja if! his

second spell. - :

India slipped from 200 for
three to 236 for six by the
47th . over as Mushtaq bowled
Vinod Kambli for 24 and Nayan -
Mongia was run out for three

after a misunderstanding with’

J ;

ut Jadeja and Anil Kumble
took India past the 250-run
mark, hammering 22 off
Younis' 48th over < including a
six over mid-wicket

President invites
| From Page 1

shan residence of Mizan
Chowdthury

"We have problems.” said
Moudud Ahmed. JP Presidiumn
member. “"We have to discuss
the invitation issue keeping in
mind that our Secretary Gen-
eral is in jail.” he said.

The JP leaders are sched-

uled to call on the President at
12:30 pm today.
Meanwhile. opposition

sources said that Jamaat would
also hold a meeting Lthis morn- -
ing before going to the
e aban

orkers Party leader Ra.
shed Khan Menon told The
Daily Star that he had received
the invitation lefler at about | ]
last migh! and weould attend the
meeiing with the President.

of .



