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- A Solid Opportunity

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia has made her re-
quest to the President, who has already sent out
letters of invitation for a dialogue¢ between the

two sides as demanded by the opposition. This is
definitely a step in the right direction.

Well, the opposition parties have welcomed the
PM's move but so far appears to have stuck to
their demands for her immediate resignation and
scrapping the election to the slxth parliament
before any negotiations can start. Here we suggest
that the PM's resignation and canoellation of the
already-held polls be made the first items of
agenda for deliberation at the negotiating table it-
self. Nobody — not even the government — can
claim any more that the sixth parliamentary
elections be regarded as having been held in a
manner which is acceptable. So an informed and
participatory dialogue at the expert level on these
two rather complex and legal issues will defi-
nitely show a way out, satisfying both the parties.
The ruling payty has come a long way from its
original position. Now this has to be reciprocated
by the opposition for a conclusive solution of the

crisis.

The talks should start immediately so that
‘new elections can be held under a neutral care-
taker government in the shortest possible time.
To find a legally sound, comprehensive and satis-
fying solution to the long-running crisis, the
former chief justices, . eminent jurists and
veterans of leading political parties can also be
invited to the talks. It is not that the parties alone
will benefit from such an enlightened par-
ticipation but the entire nation will emerge as a
beneficiary. |

Any other option than a dialogue will be fraught
with more strife and incalculable losses. At this
moment the feuding political parties appear to be
- the closest to one another to produce an agree-
ment for the nation to celebrate.

Once the dialogue process gets going, we will
urge the opposition parties to postpone its 'non-
cooperation’ programme which is hurting the
country beyond description.

Draw the Line

With the opposition launching a 'non-coopera-
tion movement' to bring about the fall of the gov-
ernment, the prospect that looms large, however,
~is of severe damage of an already. battered
national economy. Our own people and the
 development partners of Bangladesh are terribly
~-confused by an indefinite shutdown getting un-
derway at a time when the opposition and.the
ruling party seem within a striking range of at
least holding a dialogue under an initiative of the
president, if not an immediate political settle-
ment. Why labour with a confrontationist flair,
‘when the other side is prepared to go the extra-
mile. The political atmosphere has the substance
now to avert an economic ruin. | .

The donor community representatives in
Dhaka have voiced their gravest concern over
the downhill journey of the economy. The situa-
tion is threatening to rob our people of their
chances for development and greater welfare.
Their warnings are valued come as these do from
a _deep professional understanding ‘of a national
economy they have had a development stake in.

Already there have been output losses, lowering
-of export orders, switches of buyers and investors
to other countries and high' internal market
- prices. When the balance sheet is drawn at the
year-end gaping wounds in terms of foreign ex-
change ez s and investments lost, industries
closed down, number of jobs shrinking and infla-
tion rate galloping would be staring us in the face.

The opposition's ‘non-cooperation’ is the
other mame for endless hartal. The list of exemp-
tions declared impels us to draw the analogy. We -
urge the opposition to spare the private sector
economy as a whole, or for that matter, allow the
ports to function, the industries to operate and
the infrastructure to work. If they persist in their
protestations against the government so be it but
in a limited and peaceful way without interfering
with the working of the private sector economy.
' Let the line be drawn in the here and now.

Dangerous Test of Will

The China-Taiwan row has exacerbated with
the former test-firing three guided missiles to
splash near the shores of two. principal Taiwanese
ports. China is clearly ’'intimidating' the
'renegade province' for what she perceives to be
Taiwan's antipathy towards reunification with the"
mainland. The testing of missiles comes about in
the run-up to the first-ever direct presidential
election in Taiwan signalling the Chinese
message of likes and dislikes to the electorate.

~+ China has been palpably averse to Taiwan's
moves to raise.its international profile heralded
“last summer by its ' leader's visit to the USA
which chagrined the Chinese establishment very
much. , | § |

Taiwan's economic status and defense
.capablilifies ate so formidable that China has .
grown suspicious about the island's_eventual
_merger with the mainland. But if she persists in
trying to force Taiwan into submission, the very
objective of a reunification which she so much
prizes might well be defedted, . U

The. loss in fish catches, ¢ e of routes for
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column
comment on all the 18 chap-
ters of the report. In this short
article 1 can only highlight
some of the more pressing is-
sues which cry out for public
attention. The first and cer-
tainly among the most impor-

commercial flights, withdrawal of money from
banks and rush in the foreign currency market
~are not likely - to be popular with the people.of
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HE State of Human Rig-
hts 1995 was published
on March 4 with a brief
ceremony at the Natigpal Press
Club but regrettably it received
litte attention from the press.
Perhaps the news media as
well as the ordinary people of
this country are far too
concerned and preoccupied
with the immediate problem of
survival in a situation in which
the political, economic and
admjinistrative wheels of the
country are coming to a
nding halt. Yet the issue of
uman rights is not irrelevant
to the current political crisis;
in fact it is at the heart of it.
The people are locked in a
rim fight to retain one of
their fundamental rights — the
right to vote freely and elect a
overnment of their choice.
ese rights are the corner-
stone of a democratic society.
One simply cannot ignore this
basic luu:hlt was seen on 15
February that the people will
be robbed of this right unless
they are alert and vigilant. The
report on human rights in

SN

C
uman ts in Bangladesh,
is virtually a gold mine of reli-
able information on a number

of critical areas of human
rights.

1 would like to stress the
word 'reliable’ because the in-
formation disseminated from

official sources is often not re-
lHable. The Council deserves to
be complimented for a job
done well. It is a pity that the

ress did not focus greater at-
ention on this excellent re-

port. To my mind. it has set an
mn:rl‘e in terms of both ob-
jectivit

y and dedication to the

cause that it champions.

The limited space of this
dges not it me to

Human Rights in Bangladesh

“"Police torture is increasing day by day. People are continually being battered by the police and law
enforcing agents. The police's role in maintaining people's security is very disheartening. The

- people's saviours have become a reason

lant issues is freedom of ex-
pression and speech. In suc-
cinct and bold terms, the re-
port has explained how the
government has consistently
violated this fundamental right.

The BNP.has often claimed
that newspapers in adesh
have enjoyed great freedom
during its rule. The report ex-
poses this myth. It does not
mince words when noting
that, "though no newspaper
was banned during lﬂ'élg‘.l yet
government continued to ex-
ercise control through distri-
bution and sales quotas of
newsprint and government ad-
vertisements to newspapers
and periodicals. Journalists
were provided doles or
favours to keep them in good
humour, or were intimidated,’
harassed and even arrested.”

On the subject of book ban-
ning and censorship, the BNP

mment has acted no dif-

erently. For éxample, it
banned a book entitled Nart by
a popular and reputable author
for reasons which have never
been explained. The censor-
lhl]:l of postal letters is a clear
violation of a fundamental
right. The refusal of the Film
Censor Board to de a cer:
tificate to a film entitled Nadir
Nam Madhumati( has a differ-
ent dimension. The film is
based on our Liberation War
but apparently that, according
to some of the members of the
Board. is a disqualificatiqn.
Obviously the Home Minis
has placed a sufficient number
of people in the Film Censor
Board to ensure that nothing
that will glorify the Liberation
War will be ever certified by it.
The episode throws much
light on the character of the

m Censor Board, and the
BNP government that formed
it.

The abuse of the TV and

fi:hrtemrinthemi:ndsq"thepeop!e."

‘Radio by the BNP government
has been commented on so
often that it is hardly neces-
sary to dwell, on it. {lnwcvcr
the report contains interesting
inforrnation. For instance, after
the Bangabazar fire, it was re-

orted by the BTV that the

haka City Corporation had a
fund of Taka crore to build
markets for garment traders.
Promptly, the DCC refuted this
and said that the total budget
for markets was Taka 12.14
lakh. It is a shame that a gov-

ernment media can resort to

such outright lies. According
to the r . "BTV's indepen-
dence on coverage of political

liticians, intellectuals and
uman rights activists. Yet
when an Awami League mem-
ber of the 5th parliament
moved a billfor its repeal. the
BNP refused to place it before
the House for its considera-
tion. In fact, the bill never saw
the light of day despite the as-
surances given by the govern-
ment. As a result. "hundreds of
le are still being evicted
rom thetr hearth and home,
£Ven as new names were bei
added to the list after 1974 [t
is still going on through gor-
rupt officials or staff who in-
volve themselves in wvarious
malicious and motivated litiga-

AN TUE DEAADR |
LON THE RECORD

by Shah AM S Kibria
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events was questioned
Japanese government.” In fact
it turned down a Bangladesh
5nv:rnm¢nt oposal to fund
ifferent projects. The
report provides a very useful
and interesting chronological
review of the violation by the

ment of the freedom of

e in 15;195. lgh 3
| ted, an
| b:lievemﬁfurtl : fhhe two black

laws which should have been
taken off the statute books
long ago. Publie opinion is al-
r mobilized {or the repeal

of the Special Powers Act but

the same awareness does not
seem to exist about the Enemy
(vested) Property Act. It has
been characterised as a dis-
criminatory black law inst
the religious minorities by .

by the |

- against the autocratic regi

tions, both civil and criminal,

‘with a view to disrupt the eco-

nomic backbone.”

This unjust law must be re-
pealed at the earliest u-
nity. As regards thé Special
Powers Act the BNP govern-
ment has demonstrated how
brutally and extensively this
law can be used agajnst politi-
cal opponents. Today there are
thousands of opposition lead-
ers and activists languishing
behind the prison bars because
of the vicious and vindictive
use %f the enormous powers of
arrest and. detention without
trial given under this law.

The nted out that
“The ruling BNP party, du
the course of the movemen
me

of Ershad, repeatedly de-

manded repeal of the Act. but
after assuming power the p

secretary-general and LG

Minister Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukdar asserted that it is a
necessary law for the country.
This act is constantly misap-
plied against political rivals of

- the ruling party

The report rendered a
timely service to the nation by
drawing attention te the men-
ace atwa-based repression
of women. Though it is a phe-
nomenon - of recent origin, its
tentacles seem to have spread
rapidly. The report correctly
noted that "fatwa is the symbol
for a rear- action by these
(obscurantist) elements to
stem the tide of inevitable
change.”" The case studies on
fatwa throw much light on dif-
ferent aspects of the problem.
Public opinjon. fortunately. is
becoming sensitised about this
evil. The liberal and es-
sive elements of the society,
even in rural areas, have
started to resist these assaults
on the women. ‘

However, there is less pub-
lic awareness about the rising
menace of trafficking in
women and children. In 1995,
the r says. 135 children
and 93 women were rescued
while they were being smug-
;]ed out of the country. wh

6 traffickers were caught.
However, the r can
admitted that se figures
are just a fraction of the actual
scenario. In reality, the num-
bers are much greater due to
the many incidents at the
grassroots level which are not

blished in the newspapers.”
nformation and data

in the report on the problem
Including the method followed
and the ation of traffick-

ing should assist the authori-
ties in putting an end to this
vicious practice,

I will conclude this article
by commenting on the chapter
on torture and death under
police and jail custody. While
introducing the subject the
report noted that, "Police tor-
-ture is increasing day by day.
People are continually being
battered by the police and law
enforcing agents. The police's
role in maintaining people's
security is very dishe :
The people’'s saviours have be-
come a reason for terror in the
minds of the people.” This is a
harsh indictment byt every bit
of it is fully justiﬂedl'l

The Dinajpur incident fol-
lowing the rape and murder of
Yasmin was a vivid demonstra-
tion of the depth to which this
agency of the government has
descended. In a ten-month
period in 1995 "a total of 22
persons have died in either
Kglic: custody or in jail.”

cording to the report du
the period more than 4
women were raped by law en-
forcing agents. One could go
on quoting from the rt to
depict a picture which can
! increase frustration and
despair. The photograph of
Begum Motia Chowdhury, a
former MP and a highly re-
spected tical leader,
manhandled and then being
carried like a sack is the most

disgraceful sight that viewers
“in and abroad have
seen of police and in-

sensitivity. Indeed this inci-
dcn*i has let:;.'it an indelible im-
print on public memory.

The transformation of the
police under BNP from a na-
Hunalnffnrtcﬂintu an l;mcd
wing the BNP will perha
be the greatest da thﬂ.t
this party has done to na-
tion 11::11:! its mmu;lﬂnm

report on human ts
in Bangladesh in 1995 ahrﬂd
stimulate t the
‘conscientious citizens the
country on this su . Unless
the national police is freed
from the grip of the in
power, our human ts will
not be safe. .

The Speech, the Reality and the Destiny

by Hybat J Chowdhury

HE Prime Minister deliv-

ered her address to the:
nation on TV and Radio
gmidst some truly desperate
tions and speculations

of the pcu?ll:: in geheral while
keeping them really tense
under suspense from the
moment it was announced.
With the all-out e of

'the opposition parties already

on the heels the PM has
seemingl‘y( succeeded in her
bid to take one step ahead of
those she considers as her
adversaries. After passing
through so much set-backs on
their livelihood people ob-
viously looked forward that
their fate would at last change
for better by this one s%ﬂ
magnanimous act of the i
one right speech. direct, bold
and to the point that can
change everything as was
commented upon just prior to
her speech.

They wanted to hear some-
thing new and definitive,
something very positive that

could throw some moral and

fair challenge to the opposi-
tion. But they seemed to have
been least prepared ‘to hear
what they have herd. The
rhetorics that covered the
major of the speech dwelt
on how all her earlier initia-
tives and efforts, -bold and
imaginative, as she thought
they were, fell through and
who were responsible for such
failures. The speech:was of
course enriched by some
sprinkl |
on the 25th anniversary of our
independence; respect to the
contributions of our late na-
tional leaders and martyrs of
liberation war; Biswa Ijtema
and - welfare of the entire
Muslim Ummah; the move-
ment for long nine years to
get rid of the autocratic rule:
the achievement of over all
economic development, the

remarkable success in people- -

oriented development pro-

ammes and how those were

indered by the activities of
the opposition parties; the
compulsion of holdimg the 15
February election with grati-
tyde to Almighty Allah, thanks
to the voters for their partici-
pation! Be that as it may, the
people have already h such
rhetorics many times over.
Could they be expected to be
keen and attentive to listen to
what was apparently least at-
tractive to tgem‘? They all are

concerneéd of ‘the crux of the

- Ll e ——— -

_ purview of the

s such as felicitation

Letters for publication in ' these columns should be|
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed

issue which calls for some

‘tangible solution. However, the

notable exception in the
sl::eech seem to be that meither
the Chief Election
Commissioner nor .the
Election Commission ywas sin-
gled out to have the pleasure of
receiving some special thanks
despite their visible hard work
in conducting the election
eSS,
It could be

resumed they
were include

within the
very mention of
officials involved in the elec-
tion propcess. il

Upon listening to the
speech people’s hopes seem to
have shattered and they appear
to be wondering as to what is
left for them to look forward
to, especially when her offer
for dialogue under present
condition was immediately re-
jected by the opposition par-
ties.

The 15 February election

puzzling. Something that is
needed to conduct a free and
fam:cu&n should be ap-
p by the e through a
referendum wmlw itself ngdl
some kind of wide-scale poll
that is onde ain to be en-
mredﬂu fr:.:gd fair under a
neutral car government.
But how? It is like the some
old and funny puzzle of
chicken before the egg or
before the chicken. Wou
someone enlighten us how the
whole process should be ac-
complished? | of course had
the opportunity to witness a
ﬁrﬂt many national referen-
um that the government of
Switzerland conducted very
smoothly on mafly vital na-
tional issues, but obviously
none had any problem on the
ﬁll not being free and fair.
e need did never arise to
form any neutral caretaker ar-

hood and well-being and how
these could be ensured and
improved. The people have
been subjected to digest all
those oft- ated terms, as if
those are lorced down their
throats. The never ending
question as asked by many,
remains whether the constitu-
tion is for the people or the
Et:gle for the constitution.
the government and op-
arties have placed
the people as supreme and
they claim to lhidl;_ thc,—wi?eh
expectation of the people.
Why then punish the same
people whom they have p
on s0 high pedestal? What
crime the ple have com-
mitted to deserve such a bat-

position

tering? And all these h% h '
ish-

ently for-the sake of esta

ing the democratic process
and to save that document
called constitution, however,

‘fleld, the former
. i

-- could be
est uri::umty under a neytral .
a

were arch enemies in Jnliﬂcn.l

his people dnd’

long 27 years in son,
the latter held the supreme
power and led the other to
suffer in jail. But now they
have shown to the world how

deeply they care for their Eeo-
0

for
for
and

ple and country and .
much compatible t couﬁ

make of themselves for the
sake of their people.

It will surely go down in
history and will remain so far
many years to come as the
most glorious chapter of thetr

country and of themselves.

M anlnﬂtyhnonﬂ.hlr;gm-y
hard to come by but ays

proves as the most

Finally, is lmpnali-

.ble to attain however much °*

difficult it may look. For exam-
ple, a free -and fair election
possible at the earli-

care government as is

AWMMEWM&M#MWWM&WWWN
is now agreed upon by all, even by the party which has so far opposed it. Given the will, sincerity and

commitment from all quarters the modalities in forming such
unattainable.

was held as a necessity to

uphald the constitutional obli-

gaton and maintain continuity.

One might as well say "Thanks

to Almighty Allah the constitu-

tion is saved" drawing some

analogy to what had been said
by Mr. Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto upon
arrival in Karachi after 25

March 1971.

Bhutto had been
making such utterance as
“Thank God Pakistan is saved.”
Could any one needs to be told
how Pakistan was saved?

In the PMs speech there
was  a mention for the first
timeé of a national referendum
to get the views of the popula-
tion on the question ufp: non-

arty caretaker government
or conducting the future na-

tional elections. The questioh -

remains under whom such a
referendum should be con-
ducted. The demand was for a
neutral non-party caretaker
government which is now ac-
cepted in principle by the rul-
ing party through the PM's

. announcement but such a

thing has to get through a ref-
erendum after obtaining the
needed legislative approval at
the National Parliament. To a
layman on this subject like my-
selfl this appears to be quite
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-Bangladesh needs

leadership

Sir, Mr Mahfuz Anam, edi-
tor of The Daily Star was can-
did enough
about the weak leadership of
the BNP ment.

After
regime and séveral
Fapu since 1971, the political
eaders did not have a playing

field for enough practice of

democratic governance.

- Thus some allowance has to
be made to the élected regime
which took over in 1991, fac-

ing a very strong opposition. In -

fact, an Awami League victory
was d by many. How
and why AL lost has not been
Aeeply probed by the local ex-

tions must bear the writer's regl name, signature and

to tell the BBC-TV

e 9-year Huttl}tl'at.'lcf
political,

perts. This exercise will be
good for the nation. .
BNP had to run the sho
without opposition consensus
on common national issues

Secondly, the opposition MPs

walked out after th

i ree years.
Under the

ircumstances,

BNP's lackluster performance

has to be assessed accordingly.

Khaleda Zia has learnt many
harsh lessons, and should per-

form much better if she gets
another chance.

The problem is that we are
short of statesmen and above-
the-average leadership. Where
is the substitute? The substi-

tute is Awami League,
fnnglmrfnr 20 years. Start
frotn zero once again? What

other options do we have?

quoted -

rangement to conduct any ref-

erendum or for that matter an

national poll. In line wit
reater democratic norm the
wiss government generally

prefers to hold national refer-

endum when any vital national
issue comes up for approval or
otherwise. The government
clearly depends on a more di-
rect decision of the whole Ilot
of electorates on such matters
of "highest national interest
that affect the lives and well-
being of the ple in general,
instead of obtaining the views
of only the legislators.

It is of course a different
matter with regard to a coun-

such as ours. We have to go
a long way to get to know suc
a democratic norm and the
application of it. ;

The people of this coun
are often made to hear many
attractive terms associated
with the all-important consti-
tution such as constitutional
obligation, constitutional con- |,
tinuity. constitutional com-
pulsion, constitutional duties,
constitutional urgency, consti-
tutional constraint and so on
and so forth. But what are
these for? Deep inside what
absorbs our mind and soul is
the only concern of our liveli-

‘Could one

a body to conduct the election is not altogether ;

much sacred it might be?

mjle s%:nﬂc out
of the just-concluded exercise
of our national election which
almost turned out to be some-
thing of a fiasco that took with
it many deaths, scores of

wounded and terrible suffer-

ings of those very people?
Added to these the large ex-
pense that it took, the huge fi-
naﬁf:lizﬂ loss, both in govern-
m and private sectors and
the ultimate fall of the coun-

$ economy.
tl-jlllr:'ﬁia:r, now I:In:,l:t:l only
time for our leaders of both
the warring parties to show to
the world at large and to the
people of this country in par-
ticular that thegoar: really ca-
pable to rise above all other
things such as ego, vanity,
grcegl power and position.

A luminous example, and an

.extraordinary one at that,

could be cited in this respect.
The present South African
Frcsfcﬂznt* the highly revered
Mr. Nelson Mandela and the
magnanimous Vice-President
Mr. De Clerk have joined
hands to work together hap-
]:iﬂF. wlllmﬁly and enthusiasti-
cally for the people and the
country. What were they before
and their relationship? They

now is the -

now agreed upon

all. even
by the party which so far
opposed it. Given the will, sin;

cerity and commitment from
all quarters the modalities in
forming such a body to con-
duct the election is nat alto-
gether unattainable. But, first
of all the misgi so far de-
veloped must be dispelled by
prompt and sincere actions in
order to bring in some fairly
congenial ground for any fruit-
ful dialogue. Most sanguinely
and hopefully a genuine elec-
tion process could be brought,
on the right track and er
the election that is acceptable
to all, if a party comes out
with absolute majority the next
course would be plain and -

- simple to follow. But if a single
party fails to get the absolute

majority some workable coali-
tion could still be possible to

work out with two rﬂan.lr.:a.
desirably and hopefully two
major parties on -shar-

‘ing basis. That should work

well with enough chetks and’
balances on hand. Only one

-~ major party in coalition with a

minor one would turn it al-
most into a single party rule
with the danger of recurrence
of what has happened during

the last five yéars. Who would

welcome such a thing to iﬂp-
Fe-n again? A coalition between

‘two major parties is possible

and has already been proved a
success in the state of Israel
with the post of Prime

~ Minister taken by each party in

turn for half the term. Similar
arrangement is now being
tried in Turkey. not try
something like that in our
country should the circum-
stances so demand? :
Can we fa.irlfr and justly ex-
pect from our leaders ori both
sides to come out and.show
the way that .the[y also can rise
to the f the situation
[ 87 Is it too much to
hope for such a thing from
them? No one should have any
doubt that the nation is
presently caught in ‘a state of
severe convulsion where every
day, every hour, every minute
counts for its survival. Could
such a stark reality be kept
aside for any longer? Don't we

" feel that the stake is much too

high. Let the leaders JudFt for
a

themselves now anc his
moment and e stock of the
situation, espécially those who
are presently in charge of run-

the country and are re-

- sponsible in shaping it's future.

Because only the management
is questioned first If spme-

thing goes wrong within the
or tion.
Let us join hands, all those

who matter, to work for a bet-

ter future. Let us leave behind
our bitter t if we really care
for the -being of the com-
ing generations and the coun-
try itself where each one of us
is a . however, much in-

ificant that might be. Let it
not be said that our tion
failed to rise up to the chal-
lenge and above petty interests

left the only country that
we claim as ours in a disgrace-
ful stat where our future -
erations would be searching
for their roots. Much as we
would like to see a quick end
of the present crisis we are
bound by many constraints
and impediments. mainly
emerging from human factors
that appear to have restrained
all the eflorts made so far. but
we must overcome those con-
straints. It is now or never.
Given the will and determina-
u; no task is unsurmount-
able.

The auther is a _former Se-
nior UN Official on Humanitar-
ian Affairs.
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' Bangladesh is wallowing in
the mud.' We have had enough
of mud-baths, but we do not
look more attractive. Rcaiwhm
fate or leadership tussle? y
fate? Where is our backbone?

A Hussain
Dhaka

Holidays in

n
Sir, In Banglﬁcsh the peo

ple who work in the print me-
dia can enjoy holidays during
varfous fdstivals. But the elec-
tronic media like BTV and
Radio remain open during the
same period But electronic
media fail to satisfy people
with adequate information.
Naturally people prefer to

read newspapers regularly. -
- Recently

long vacation In
newspapers kept the readers
in dark about the country for
consecutive three days. The
rural people who could not
watch televidion or listen to
Radio could not get updated
news of World Cup Cricket. |
think it is possible to publish
short editions of newspapers
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the during holidays to keep’
the readers updated.

Mahbubul Haque
153, Lakecircus, Kalabagan,
Dhadea y

The joy of writing

letters and BAI

Sir. Often | receive personal
letters from esteemed readers
appreciating/criticising the
contents of my published let-
ters. It always gives me a great

leasure to reply to all those
etters personally. But | would

. like to request the readers not

to forget writing their full ad-
dresses. Recently, a medical
student sent me an interesting
letter with a request to throw
some lighteon a very important

issue, but he, | am sorry, forgot -

to write his address.
Meanwhile, many readers
have asked me what achieve-
ment | have so far made after
writing volumes of letters on
variety of issues in the news-
papers? Well, the time has not
yet come to evaluate the
achievements. To me, how-
ever, the greatest achievement

-well-wishers by writin
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is that, 1 have %aincd quite a
good number of friends and
these
letters. How great | feel when |
come across words of appreci-
ation from someone not

known!
A good number of readers

have asked me why | write so
much on the problems of my
college. Well, the crude fact is,
although everyone. includin

the esteemed politicians o

this country, frequently speak
about the lmﬁonanm of agri-
culture in the Bangladesh's
economy, still the total agricul-
ture sector has yet to receive
the State s adequate attention.
The Bangladesh ricultural
Institute (BAI). Dhaka where-
from I had been graduated is
besieged with a volume of aca

demic and administratives

problems,
Though BAI is the country's

pldest higher agri educational
institution, the pace of its de-
velopment is too slow. {t is
true that the present govern-
ment has taken some steps to
solve some of the problema,
still a lot has to be done. What
we. expect is that, the govern
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ment appreciate our problems

and share our suggestions in
resolving those problems
through adopting and imple-
menting appropriate resolu-
tions. .

Here I, as the General Sec-
retary of BAlI Teachers' Associ-
ation, would like to request
the Planning Minister to
kindly look into the matter of
sanctioning some academic
and administrative posts pro-

in the PCP of BAI. It may
¢ mentioned here that a
month or two ago when we
(from BAi} met the Plannir
Minister. he was very plea
to assure us that he would do
the needful in the matter Re-
cently. the Secretary of Agri-
culture also has sent another
letter to the Planning Secre-

tary requesting him to recon-
sider the matter of BAl | sin-

cerely hope that things will be
materialised without any fur-
ther delay

M Zahidul

Assistan{ %
Bangladesh Agricultural In-
stitute

Dhaka- ] 207



