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wuﬁm{uﬂw reports |
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'BRNSHL Mar 9: Two per-
w-m
mthﬂmm‘

under Muladi thana
- lice sources lﬂh:l thll nt

amurlknrhmﬂrmnnm
"luwiﬂdmrmmm:r
' reports BSS

GAZA CITY, Mar 9: Pales-
tinian President Yasser Arafat
has sacked West Bank Preven-

‘tative Security chief Jibril Ra- -

joub, Palestinian security

;at{?:g AFP laﬂ'da}' He was
en Friday by Colonel

. Hussein al-Sheikh. a top police

official in the West Hank tnwn

of Ramallah.

,China to expel 2

Taiwanese newsmen
BEWJING, Mar 9: China wﬂ]
expel on Sunday two Tai-
wanese journalists it claims
were caught this week while
illegally videotaping military
targa:ts the official Xinhua
news agency reported today.
The two nalists. news re-
porter Sui An-Teh and cani-
eraman Chaung Chi-Wei of the
state — funded Taiwan Televi-
sion Enterprise (TTV). were
detained on Thursday in Ih:
southeasiern province of F
. which faces Taiwan. Xin ua
said, reports Reuter.

Cancel Feb 15
1_Eml]s: DUTA

Dhaka University Tea-
chers 'Association (DUTA)
yesterday urged the authorities
to cancel the February 15
‘farcieal election’ and resolve
the current political deadlock.
reports UNB.

In a joint statement, DUT
E’ri:h{df'ﬂl Frof ATM Zahuru
wq and General Secretary
AAMS Arefin Siddique aiso
called for releasing t detas
ned poiitical leaders and jour
| nalists.
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Hasina, others resp_nd Pomtwelz

PreSIdent invites oppos1t10n
leaders for talks today

Star Rep{}rt

Fi‘:sidml Abdur Rahman
Biswas will - have separate
meetings with the leaders of °

nmjur t?gpouitlnn parties at the

_ aban today in a bid to
!':anr: the lingering political

The President -sent letters
to leaders .of the political par-

 ties and represented in
. the F”iﬂh Jn:? last
night ‘inviting  them ' to

“preliminary discussions”. ntl
ficial sources said, .
Further discussions are ex-

| Eccted to tah! In the fol-
lowin ruling BNP
woul a]uu be invited to the :

talks, the sources added. .
Thone invited to today's
meetings include: Awami

League. Chief and Il‘nrmfr
‘Leader of the Op

sition in
. Parliament Sheikh
" ing Chairman of Jatiya Party

Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury.

Secrétary General of Jamaat-e-
Islami Matiur Rahman Nizami.

Workers Party Geperal
~ Secretary and. LDF. leader -
" Rashed Khan Menon and NDP

leader Salahuddin Quader-

Chowdhury.
The -leaders accepted the
lnvitatiuna Opposition sources

Frlm: Ministcr and - BNP-

Chairperso m Khaleda
Zia on Fﬂdﬂj" t had re-
ucsted the President to invite

e political parties tu sit for

| dialogue.

[

ina, act- -

- res

~ also tel
at ahout ]11:30 am yesterday to

AL President Hasina will be
the first to meet the President
at 11 am, followéd by the other
" ledders, .who all headed their
-parties or groups in
“the last parliament.

Earlier, the President had
ephoned Sheikh Hasina

SeeEditminluan-i

dent an

l:xtﬂld the invitation for tﬂlli‘.s
Gppumli&n sources said..

1 He also talked to BNP Joint
Secretary Geéneral and Food

~ardd Agriculture Minister -Abdul

Mannman. Bhwiyvan when he:

called on him at the Bangabha-
ban yesterday evening.

':renmr AL }E‘Hdﬂf{i later at a

ing.

meeting at the Dhanmondi

residence of Hasina decided to

accept the presidential invita-
tion. party sources said.

A statement from' the’ party
said that Hasin:» favoured reso-

lution of the crisis thmugh.

discussion.

“l .have already communi-
caled m
requested him to fix
" lime for discussion,” the
statement quoted her as say-

Jatiya Party leadl:rs indi-
cated a positlive response to
the presidential initiative, but
said that-they would take deci-
sion in this regard at

. ln;., today at 9 am ‘al lﬁr-GuI-

i SeePagelﬂmlﬂ

C‘mn.mentamr

Khaleda Zia climbs down,
wzll Shezkh Hasma /

Finally a semblance of na-
tional consensus is at hand.
Eve ‘— belo to the
ruling -and the po~

- sifion parties — is agrmb
nd to an jnitiative riy '
fully

President. which he tha

night. {If he had done

thority of his office. @8 sug-
ej’ ‘by us: the nation may

n;ﬂ#;cdm apairud uch tur--
. We commend the Primr.'
Minister for her guick

cisive action -in

mmummﬁ

a dialngur and we ﬂiau than

]
1
|
|

By Mahfuz Anam

<0

this and NOQ that. and of unin-
terrupted acrimony and mutual
insult,.even -a hint of YES is’

music to,our ears. * '
. The atceptance of a non-
rtl_y government to supervise
all future polls. and holding of,
the next electlnn within the
shortest possible time were, by .
themselves, big climb down for
the ruling party. and especially
. who st asily re-
buffed the idea for three Firung

‘Years. to suddenly turn around

and say.
rl

. eating ‘humble
g "her apulhheg:
(uncompromising lea-

me;m Bt AL

Jspcak of sincerity and a gen-

uine desire to solve. the pre-

sent political problem. .
This newspaper. and this
writer. have on numerous oc-
casions. criticised the Prime
Minister for being inflexible,
ego-centric and for putting

party and self interest above .
- the count

m‘ge s?me spirit,
we praise cl‘l ay for putti
Ihcp':rclfare of they nang:l l?ﬂg
r millions and the near col-
apsing ccunmw above her
arty and selfl. We thank her
or i the coumsel of con-
::iliatlun apd not of combating.
for adopting words of healing
'ti! g .-md or nbt-

&HA&HIN’G SH}HU lnd:ul man for every crisix Nﬂ‘ﬂﬂt Stdhu munm himself for yvet

another cracking drive during the battle royale against Pakistan ip Bangalore yestérday.

Sidhu's masterly
r.*ham]nunn

BANGALORE. India, Mar 9
Mohammad Azharuddin's India
stormed intos-the World Cup
semifinals with a rousing 39-
run victory over arch-rivals
Pakistan here today. reports

, AFP.

The defendi champions
sorely missed e all-round
talents of their injured captain
Wasim Akram as the Indians.

lired up in front of 45.000
frenzied home fans. dazzled
under. the Chinnaswamy

Stadium lights.
Man-of-the-match Navjot
Stdhu hit an aggressive 93 and
Ajay Jadeja smashed 45 off 25
halls in the slog overs as India.
laking first sirike in perfect
batting conditions, piléd up a
mammoth 287 jor etght
Fakistan. given 49 overs Lo
overtake the score after bowl
ing @ over short in the stipu-
lated time. ma d only 248
for ninwe in reply pite a blis-

~ tering start by openers hamer
Sohail and Saeed Anwar.

The pair silenced the parti-
san home crowd by putting on
Hdg tm overs. but the ini-
tial g was too good to
last as India hit back to set up
a semifinal clash against Sri
Lanka at the Eden Gardens in
Calcutta next Wednesday.

Bangalore-boys Venkatesh
Prasad. Aril Kumble and
Javagal Srinath shone on their
home turf by grabbing seven
wickets among them, (o set a
famous victory — only the fifth
by India in their last 27. meet-
ings against Pakistani.

Bonfires were lit in the
overflowing stands — and
around the entire
tion — lo celebrate the home
leam's win as police threw a
security blanket around the
dressing rooms of the two
teams.

Sohail cracked 55 off 46
balls and Anwar hit 48 off 32
balls to beyin Pakistan's chase
in spectacidar fashion.

But Prasad who conceded
24 runs in his first two overs,
came back strongly in  his

fubilant na- -

“ Indla win a thriller

93 won him the m-af-tha-l;utch award as India eliminated the world

— AFPARINB phutp

second spe)l to grab three
guick wickets .and reduce’
Pakistan to 132 for four by the
Z]st over.

The dtension-filled en-
counter was highlighted. by
Prasad's enthralling dual
against Sehail.

Having bken smashed for a
tmundary and taunted by the
batsman to fetcH the ball.
Prasad uprooted Sohail's ofl-

stump with the next delivery
and potnted . the way o the
pavilion.

Old warhorse Javed

Miandad and Rashid Latif vt
Pakistan a ray of ho
47-run partnership ngellﬂ b.l!"l
for thé sixth w'icktt which
took the score.to 231 for five
by the 43rd over.

But Latif
Kamble when 57 more were
needed and Miandad was run
out for 38 in his Minal inteina-
tional appearance as Pakistan
faded away agnainst the deter-
miined Indians.

Kumbile and Prasad shared
six wicketls, while Srinath and
left-arm spinnef Venkatapathy

See Page 12 col 7'

collapsed during

“Bhut

. ister's req

tion exempted tra
rying fertiliser from their non-

" ported anyWwher
| try yesterday due Lo obstacles:
| 6n roads.

under control, po

stumped off

‘Storm lashes -
5 thanas in

Sylhet; 3 killed

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Mar 9: At least
three persons were killed and
5Q others injured in a severe:
storm that lashed different ar-
eas of Sylhet last night. Stand-
ing Rabi crops on several thou-
sand acres were damaged by
the hailstorm in Companyganj.

Gowainghat. Kanaighat. Sylhet

" Sadar and Jakiganij thanna
a ‘minpr-

Theé wile and
daughter of one Ahxlul Jalil of
village Gera under Gowainghat
thana died when their house
the storm.

A wurktr in the Birhh—
nakandi stone quarry
Gowainghat thana also died in
the storm.

" There.was heavy da Js
Lengura, “Pashchim J%

Alir aon. -More thah

kuicha 'r and Rabi crops
nn m hundn:d acres m

.Mannan:-urges |
sition to
-withdraw

programme
By Staff Correapondent

BNP Joint Secretary Gen-
ml Abdul Mannan Bh n has
reiterated his call to
position political parties to
withdraw their agilation pro-

mme and join the dialogue
nitiated by the President.

Brieling newsmen at his
Bailey Road olflicial residence
in the city last night. Mannan
. also F and Agricul-
ture Minister. said “we still
hope a solution is poesible

th logue.”
l.w'rlﬂ to dhe Prime’ Hln
uest to the President

?.olltlt:al parties to
e sald thay BNP

. for Inﬂtlng
a dialogue.

WaAS
from the President in Lhis re-
gard. ‘He could not conflirm

i whether the President had in-
| viled other parties till 8 pm’

- yesterday.

chlyll}ﬁl to "a qu:ltlun

Hlnnl ui nn said. "we
they | niul
participate in th-c

and withdraw movement prn
gramme without cansing more

B | sufferings to the .'

He said t the Opposi-

ris car-

cooperation programme,- fer-
tiliser could not be trans-
e in the coun-

Responding to a gnestion if
the BNP would concede to
more Opposition demands, the

See Page 12 col 8,
50 injured 1n -

~N'ganj gunfight

From Our Correspondent

. NARAYANGANJ, Mar 9: At
least 50 people were injured
ipcluding two women five
ﬁ{“’* men during “Funﬂght
ween the two ri 3;""&'
today in the district's
anda area under Bander thana.
The clash ergypted at
around 11:45 am between the
Fmthu of Chowdhury Para and
anir Tml:aﬂuver teasing a girl,

‘witnesses

Police lobbed tear gas
shells and fired 62 rounds of
bullets to bring the situation
e said.

Of the injured, 20 were
admitted to Narayangan|
Hospital and other clink:l
Three critically wounded were
identified as afatullah, 20,
Abul Kalam 24, and Moha-
ml:l. Sh:nf} rleud The re-

n u were given

Hnwi-nr. none was Ar-
rested and no case has been

filed till writ this report at
9:35 last night, Police were
de at that area.

The injured policemen are
AS| Shah Alam, Habilder Sid-

op-~

to receive any letter .

views to the Presi- |
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'T'he rnad frum Purana Paltan crossing to Dmmk Bangla lnmr-aactmn in the mtyun theﬂmt ”

day y&aterday of the Opposition’s non-cooperation movement.

250 hurt: Sec 144 in t
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‘day of non-cooperation

Three persons were killed
in Chittagang an< at least 250
people injured in different
parts of the country in acts of
violence and clashes on the
first day yesterday of the Op-
position*s non-cooperation
movement that paralysed nor-
mal life.and road-rail commu-
nications. !

A hartal-like situation pre-
vailed in the capital and else-
where in the muntr}r on the

{Jppmitinn aﬂlvist.a ned
by a mob, attacked the ti:‘pu ty
rommissioners office in Netro-
kona with ¢ocktails. Sectien
144 ‘was clamped in Kishore-

Anj Mmﬂwhar_&r after

St R e

By Staff Correapnndent

pclire
bomb e::pluaiun

urhall dama
F‘ulibitnrnn lFEI:EED &ka-ﬁric a

highway making it wum
‘Rail link severely
- disrupted

Correspondent.

Raflway communicatien
was severely dijsrupted- across
the coumrtry on the first day

~ yesterday of the Opposition’s

indelinite
miovement,

The engine and a compart-
ment of a Sylhet-bound train
from C'lfuttngong derailed at a

ge 12 cet s

nunq'cu uptratiun

¥

a bridge .

- -ary 15 polls_ resij

._-r!'ﬂ*-ﬂ'

’[‘he ﬁwami League, Jaﬂ_va
Party and Jamaat-e-Islami -
called the indefinite non-co-
operation gvtment glemand-
img cancellation of the Febru- -
ation of the

overnment and fresh elec-’
ions under a caretaker gov-
ernment

In the city. at least 50 peo-
ple including 5 policemen
were injured in clashes and
other acts of violence includ-
ing bomb explosions. Police’
picked up 21 people from dif-
lerent areas of the city. :

All motorised w!hu:!:u
were off the roads. A few
mjnibuses and double-deckérs
were seen plying in some: spe-

fic routes wit
.,L, > mﬁﬁa wﬂﬁ&;

Bearlsh trend at DSE
reﬂects investors'
frustration

By Rafiq Hasan

Trading at the Dhaka Sto¢k
Exchange (DSE), already lacing
a state of uncertainty due to
the persisting political crisis.
remained clo yesterday, the.
first day of the Opposition
launched non- cnnperatiﬂn
movemernt.

The DSE floor witnessed
trading only on one day in the
last week of February due to
hartals and other agitation
programmes of the o ition -

olitical parties, norary

retary nf the DSE Shll’lq
Khan said.

Although the bouru wit-
nessed an active trading last
week, it did not prove that the
situation had improved. he
told The Daily Star

Marginal incréase in tradin
was seen because many smal
investors sold out their previ-
ous stock of shares and
some new shares fearing that
the floor might be closed for
several weeks. the DSE official
pointed out.

The stock exchange is
closely related with every so-
c¢io-economic changes in the
country. So the market cannot
remain unaffected in the pre-
sent political situation, said
Khurshid Alam, former Chair-
man of the ;

The bourse may plu into
a deep crisis if the political si-
tuation does not improve fm-
mediately as the investors have

1 ;Irﬂt

already been withdrawin
money from the market an

fresh inflow of money ’has_ .

slomd sinde long, he added.

\ recent bearish trend

and slide in the share price

were the reflection of the frus-

tration among the investors

and ators, he mentioned.

. M A Huq Howlader, a coun-

cillor and former Honorary
of the DSE, said I am

ture of our share market as it

totally frustrated about the fu- . -

lugoihgtubelocked up for a
ﬁeujdihat many blue chlp'

shares were suffering from
price fall since the beginning
of political unnertnlnl;y in the
coun -

"Until and unless the coun-
try'l politics takes a turr to-
wards mbﬁh the investors

mldnntcbnﬂtumwthtir

money with full mnﬂdence

Howlader said.

A small investor, Sa]im.uid
“Share market is one of the
main income sources to many
people like us. If it does not

- Operate we idCe serious eco-

nomic hardship.”
Some other small investors
Sharif, Hamid and Abu, also

similar views.
The situation on the DSE
floor. however, improved-
last week as all share

and market capi-
Sce Page 12 col 7

ME crisis likely to |

overshadow EU meet

PALERMO. Sicily. Mar 9:

" European Union foreign mints-

teys met here today. for talks
intended to focus on the hinture
shape of the union but set to
be overshadowed by the crisis
in the Middle East peace pro-
cess, reports AFP.

in the countdown _to Wed-
nesday’'s anti-terrorism sum-
mit in Cairo, the EU has come
under intense pressure from
the United States and Israel to
abandoh its policy of “critical
dialogue”™ with Iran.

Washington has accused
Iran of direct involvement in
the recent wave ol bombings
carried out by the militant
Palestinian groyp Hamas and is
secking European uuprort for
its strategy of isolating the
Tehran government.

israell |, Premier Shimon
Peres tnrfirr this week told
the visiting French and Ger-
man foreign ministers to cut
all ties with Iran.

But tHe major EU powers —
Hritain, France and Germany —
are unconvinced that lran is

(trectly involved in the Hamas
bombing campaign and fear
that the US approach will sim-
ply consolidate the ition of
anti-Western hardliners in the
country.

The ministers were not ex-

cted to focus on the Middle

ast until Sunday. Today's
-working luneh an aﬂ:rnnﬂn
discu was due to be taken

up with preparations for the
upcoming inter-governmental
conference (IGC). which is to
reform and streamline EU de-
cision-making in p aration
{for the expansion of the union
from 15 to 25 lllt:l Oor more
over the next decade.
The IGC will be [ormally

launched EU leaders at a
summit in, n. Itah;l at the
end of this month. Negotia-
tions are o -entded but are
expected to be wound up some
time next E

At the haart of e dibats 1o

the extent to which member

states are willi
or pool sovere

Se¢ Page l!!]‘.‘.‘al!

to relinqufsh

ty in the .

m::t been attendi

Ilﬂm'ingt

CECready-to
step down if

all parties want

By Staff Cﬂl‘l‘&ﬂpondent'

Chltl‘ Election Commis-

sioner (CEC) Justice AKM Sad-

eque said yesterday that he
would step down if all the po-
litical partit.-a thought that he
was an obstacle to a free and
fair election. .

Talking to - a group of
newsmen at his uﬁiu the CEC
said that he had done
th to ensure a wel]-partlci-'
pated election but it was unfor-"
tunate that the majnr parties

kept my

He admmed that he did not
get allout support from the
professional or political grou
wit‘.hln his nficue and numg
te his utmost sincerl
..I u!l &;ﬂl:d oy d tha
ustice que sai t
he would ‘make an t
announcement regpr his
stand in the { context
"within the next three days.” '

It is learnt from an EC

that the EC secretary
office
for weeks now. The CEC also
confirmed K saying that he had
not seen the. far a
month. He (secretary) was i
and was at hame Jus-

| tice Sadeque

Another EC source, refer-
ring to the meeting of some
Awami League leaders with the

| CEC on Thursday, said that the

Tepresentatives: -vexy roughly
ves

and vulgar words were .
meeting.

Row over bank

loan: Husband

kills wife, UP
member

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, Mar 9: Two
persons were killed and seven
others, iIncluding a uninn
parishad chairman. “fj
one Ansar Ali at wvil
shighat under Gulhaudhl udar
thana today.

According to reports, a
uarre! started betweéen killer
i and his wife Amina Khatun

over Grameen Bank loan. -

At onge stage the husband
struck his wife with a sharp
weapon and set their house on
fire. Meanwhile, some neigh-
bours, including chairman

‘Mahbubur Rahman and a

member came td rescue her..
But Ansar Al also attacked
them. His wife Amina m
and UP member Dulamta, 45,

died qn the t. Seven others
Iu:tnlmd;muﬂu. Three of
them were ted to, Rang-
r Medical Huupitnl
critical cond
Later local caught

the killer and handed him over

to police.



